
INTERVIEW WITH GOOSE GOSLIN 

I haventt got any sign up here, cause, you know, you advertise or 

anything and they ma.ke you pay for it. 6o¢ · it oosts to have a billboard . -.-. 

---- but it is the idea of i t ~ .-.so I said, well I 'm not going to have that billb oail 

any more. Just put my name up on a little stick. Made me so mad. I've 

that I'd be taxed for the billboard. Well, when it come and it was 6o¢, 

I thought, well, after all that bothering ••••• if it had been $5 you know, 

--- 1-LElha-v-e- pa:i:-d -it •. -- .. No -more hi-ll-e-earEis---for· me-.- -·Wotll·dn I-t ·· even --know how -to -

make a check out for 60¢! M I just couldn't do it, you put down "Sixty", 

but that's sixty dollars. No, after all that, no billboards for me! 

_. __ __ ........ ____ . ___ . _________ Bo.rn ._and . .ra.i.se.d __ .. 18 _mil..el:L_f _r.mn . har.e. _ .. Salem . ... _ Bo_rn . on Gar-p-ent-er--.S tre.et .. -. 

say that I was born in wne town on Carpenter street and lived the rest 

job through playing baseball, with the Duponts and I was hired as a pitcher. 

This umpire saw me, see , and he says, I can get you a professional job 

next -year, k1d'J with ROGhes-t.er-.Wel-l, .- 1 loved .baseball, I .ate _it. Never 
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thought I'd ever play ~t professionally though. See, it was one of those 

things that came to me natural. -I di-dn I t have to go out .. and train or 

~x practice a whole lot • 

.. .... . AnYVl}ay', . Rochester had all the pi tchers they wanted tor the next 

---.. ---Stear,; --so -this f -ell-ow, - Bi-l-l -McGowan,_ he _w.as . 1~:~~r dean of the American League 

-, ' .. _. - - ... ~ 

umpires, he says, Well, I can - get" you a Job -a.-own -at· -C-olum-bia, -Seu-th 

Carolina. I says, Yeah? Anyplace, I don't care where. I'd have played 
-. -. --_.-•. - - - .... . -.- -. -. '.-. 

- -for nothing-, - you know_. 

So I went -down therfe for -a- yea-r -and a half- and then Clark. G:r;Lffi th 

- . - .-. ~ '. -_ . ' " . - -. ---
came down and looked at me with the owner of the Wa-slilrigfori-- baITpa-rk; 

Both . dJ~~g _ n.o~. _ _ 1tJ~ _1.~ _, .. _l}~_ ~C:-!~'. __ Kid, I'm going to take you up with me. I 

was -- 20 ·years·- al-d · then-.-- -T-' thou-g-h·t -, ··--W-el-l -,.- my _ Db .IDY-,_ -. ~~J1 __ ~ ~ ~his something! 
- - _ •• --. - "_. 0 - ••• __ • _._ •• _ .,._. 

I cmlldn't wait till I got up there. 

- -

Turns out Washington didn't ever playa World Series that I wasn't 

tn '·i ·t -. --.124, ·-' ·25, and .. t 33!.Got . .a lUQK.Y 0.l.-t .in . the '35 World Series. You 

see, your lucky to ' come -t"6 -5at "at -a -tltl1e to -dri-ve an · impo·r-tant -run in . 

. __ ..•. _-. -. --... 

I told the umpire when I went to bat in that game, the Series with 

. Detroit and tbe Cub~J I hadn't had a hit, so I said to the umpire, If 

they ' pitch tNi::s - that ball over ' this pI-aye, -you . can go take that_ uniform 

-- -
off! And sure enough, first ~all in there, ' I wasl~dRy '~nough to hit 
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See; I was hit-ting good in the minor leagues and the-y -used to semd 

me up as a pinch hitter. Hit 390 in the minor leagues. So, one day the 

manager says to me, Kid, how do you hit left handed pitching? I says, 

-- --d-on 't -make ----flG -aif-f-ereBGe -to me--. -- (I I_d_ n-ever hit_again_st_ "a le.ft __ h~n.qec::l __ 

--"_ .. _.-.--, .. --- -_ ... ---_ ...... . _.- _._.- -.-

pitcher before in my --i:ffe!) - - Well, I w-a:s - j-Lis-t "iucky-enough to hit a home 

run to start with. Well, he says, you're going to be our pinch hitter from 

- -- D-OW - on .. 

So, r -c6ntiriuedas pitc-he--r 'and I - pitc-hed a few more games- and -he-tting 

'" 

pretty good when I was pitching, so the manager comes to me again and says, 

I'm .. goip.gto pu~ you in the outfield, kid. You seem to hit the ball pretty 

-- -- good.-

., _.'" --
See, I was raised on a farm and always w-orkecf "hard~ you know ~ ----Hefty- ---

work. I was just naturally strong from doing all of that, see. I could 

swi-ngt-Bat -ba-t - pretty quick .. _ Many--- .tlme~1 ".l __ P.Jt9h~_q. _a!1d _ p9-lyed the outfield 

. -.' - -_., .. --- . -._.-. - ._. ,_ -0. _ _ •• • ___ ._. • . _. 

both! The club I -was w i th~ -they --w6h--Ehe ---"pehhant twtr years- in- a row , -but--

they sold me before theN end of the season , and I went to Washington. But 

they- w_ere so _ far out :Ln front t _hey r.ig~.lJ?ed that they didn t t really knead 

me any more •• they had- 'it won. 
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come up with them. Then Donie Busch ,-- then Bucky Harris- in about -'-2-4, won 

the pennant in his first year. He was the best manager I ever played for 

and Ifve _ p~a¥e~ for quite a few. Thought he was the smartest baseball man 

- -- --- -that I ever played for. -Mickey -C0e-h~a-n-was -- a-- -- v-ery- g-o-oca manager,- bu-t I 

.. -~ ... . -_ .. -_ ','. - _ . - .- . -- ~ - - _. _.- . -.- - . ," . ..... _.' •.. ,. - _ . . -" - .. ~ - .. 

didn't think he could compete with Bucky Harris. Bucky was the type that 

would get mad and fire right up and in two minutes it would be over. But 

---- -oh,- I loved -to play for him. 

Then, my last year in -bas-ebal1,193-S, -Clark -Grifrrth --caTlea -me - (1-

was released from Detroit in '37) and he says, Well, you started with me, 

- -
was pitching and he was pretty fast, you know. Well, I swung that bat and 

hurt my back, so they sent a pinch hitter up for me. That was the last time 

--I -ev-er picked - tip a ba-tJ dida It -even -fini-stl --my-- - time --a-t ba-t ,and -i t oo _was the _ 

- .. - ~- - ..... .. - ... . " ' - . ' , . . _ .. .. -'-"'~- - " " , ,,, .- ' .'_ . " " -- . -.- . . _-

one and only time a pinch hitter was ever put in :tor 'mer---

Well, I was getting tired of it by that time. In there for 20 

-- years, you know.. Getting t.o _b_8w_or,k. __ Tb~t '~ __ 't.he._ ,th~ng. When yo~' re y'0ul1G; 

-you feel11kerunning and everything els-e, -- but- after- you've had it for tha-t 

long, why you've had enough. Lived out of a grip for 20 years. That is -

enough. 
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I'll never forget that ball that went over Freddy Linstron's _head. 
And-- Hti"nk Goudy, -- - -

8t-ep-ped- on him' -mask and' .slipped, you know. 192'4 -Wo-rld 8e-ries. Beat 'the 

Giants. Flukey bounce won the game for us. I'll never forget Clark 

Griffith's expression on that, he said, Muddy Rule didn't have a hit in 

__________ ' __ the hw-Ql-e Wo-r -ld Ser-ies and - he,- was- a - bat -and -he pe-pped this ball up '. Goudy ,-, 

~ .. - -~ - - _ .. .• -_ ... 
'-0 . _ .. ." . - .-- - ,_ .. 

- -'---'- thr-ew'---off ' his mask and ran to catch the ball, you know, looking up at the 

ball and he tripped, he kicked the mask, kicked it right in front of him 

and missed the _f .o~1. .... poP ... a.n_o.. _.w. ~ ... wo.n __ th.e ... gam.e o.r .. th .. e . vl.orld ... S.er.ies .•... Final .. ". -_. __ .-. --

a good bite. I was 24 then. Born in 1900. Whenever the calendar turns 

over another year, why it keeps ~_ra __ ~_~ ?f. _!ll_~ , a.:_~_e., ' 

We used , mu.ch n~v-ier bats----than--the-y -d-o- 'now---. - I n-ever'--- used -l -e-s's- than-

- .",.- ... - --
a 37 ounce bat. Now they use less than a 33 and they're hitting the ball 

so far. Must be an awful fast ball. Our balls were very different. The 

____ ,_ seams. _of t ,he_, ball ___ s_tu_c.k __ out -more, now, -they seem -- to h-e al-mest -embedded in 

- -, -

--- ----- -the 13'all: --Ubn .--t" - see'--h6w th-e-y-make the bal curve at all. Ours stuck out 

in the air and when you twisted your arm, why you could curve the ball. 

Now, seems Just as smooth as a gO,lf _ pa.1.1. Covers are _so tigbt on there now. 

-Balls we-re hevier noo. Ruth used 42 ounce bat. We used to steal each 

otheris bats. We'd get a dozen at a time, you know, and have it in our 
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in our lockers. Well, he'd go in my . lo9kerand t~ey 19o~ed . _ pretty good 

to him, so.· ••• - And I tEl gO -into his -and one day I loanea. one of his ·bats, 

and I knew it was his favorite bat, but I thought, well I'm just going to 

get this, cause he had taken three off me that day. I'd had a brand new 

b.~tc.b _!?:t._tti_og in there. -_80._ .. -I- .got--hi-s - fav-orite bat- and,- on·,· heeome in -

0.- . __ _ . 

.. -hufftlng -- r -6f-- Tt-,- -arid-··--r --had--hid ···-ft fil-·-our -- 6 luhho·use-; .. -see·, ·-in Washington. 

Well, you know what he had. He had 26 little notches in that bat, where 

he f d hit 26 home runs off tha._t __ ~~~t _._ . ,s.~?, __ J: ._l<:.new j~.ha_t_, _and Iknew .t.hat he'd 

want- t -hat bat -and hunt -it- up .So he cO"ines in arid we kidded- .8. little and I 

gave it to him. 

I think that led bat is a good psycho~og:y _ . See _by t9.e ._ .t~m~ _Y.9u. . ge.t __ . 

. -yo-ur b.at in-- y·our -hands --i -t -- f-ee-1s-- -light ·a ·s 0: feat-her -; -Yeah, ·- tt--s- R-- good . 

Oh, yeah, my biggest thrill was to go to Washington when Walter 

John~9n wgs t .P8_re. __ lrememb_er __ the-m -kidding -m.e-- alot - w.hen --I·--l -e-f'-t here • . Why j 

as fast as you come up_ Well, or course that minor league manager told 

me, Kid you I r~ _g~ing __ to the b~g_ leag_~_ e.f? _Clrl9 you_' re going tbere to stay._. 

So, Fab-er at that tt-me was the oatst-a-nding pttclier. Well, he was pitching 

that day. About the thrid ~ame that I had played in in the Big Leagues. 
I -.- .j . 
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_I got a home run off him. So, when I got to the clubhouse, se~, I didn't 

know Who was pi tchlng, -didrl' t make any "dtfference to ine. -So, I -says-~ to" 

the boys in the clubhouse, I says, Who was that pitcher out there? And oh, 

boy did they razz me! _ Can you~ma~in~, _ ~h~~_ said, donlt know wholsJ?_i~ch~n~ 

- ---- 0h; t -hey give-i t - to me.; Best--pi t-cher in the lea-gue~ - -I d-idn! t eare --who----he 

was, didn't make any difference to me. Aw, I was a big dumb kid, one 

pitcher was the same as another. Come up to the big city to the big league~ 

b.eing __ rais.ed Dll. a f _arm, _ no c_i tylife at all, _you _knnw_. ___ _ Wel_l, __ I can _tell 

-y6u,-- that was a greaf thriil! lIltting t -hat hoine -run off'- 6f' Faber! - And thoffi 

guys, they were so mad, cause they couldn't hit a hard foul off of him! 

the game in weather like that today, I don't think. See, we laid over three 

days, cause of the rain. Had to play the seventh game. I'm positive really 

that --w-e- s-h-0uldn J -t .. .nav-e le-st that- game- cause -the- umpire ce-tll-dn It- -se-e the gatmR 

-~- --.-._- --- . ... -." .. - -,---... __ .- ._-- -. -- --- - - . -_ . - -p--- --- . .. _.. -_ ... -.- .• -

ball, and it fell at least a foot and a half foul, about the 8th inning, 

Max Carey hit the ball and two runs scored off it. But I know it was foul 

cause t_be _ba_ll _hit in _the mud _ and __ s_toppe.d. I.t was right on tbe foul line. 

Weld had th~~ 3 ~ 1, but then they c6me back ~rid w~n th~ h~xt 3 games orf Q~ -

Tough one to lose. 
i --
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1 gQt two reCQrds. One of _ t_h~m r $ tied_and the other _ one's never been_ 

oeat-. Dne-- is that I bit - in Your consecutive double -plays! - I m6wedtho-se --

guys off of bases like shooting blackbirds off a bush! And I hit every ball 

________ ~??d_ and n~y~r g_o.t_ a ba_se hi t ••••• hi t into four consecutive double plays! 

--------- I -+v-eb-e-en- ki-dCi-ed---so- mu-ch -about- that that it - didenlt -take -l-ong -fo-r me to 

enjoy it! What makes me really mad is that there was a boy name of Cribbag~ 

played for Chicago; he tied me! Now I didn't like that. I wasted to be 

t -he--- -do-uble -play champ~ 

The other record is the six straIght" hits in a World Series ~ - That i s 

never been tied. There've been five, but not yet six. Had seven home runs, 

You know, I don't believe that most of the stories you hear about 

salaries in my day really existed. You know, when you sign a contract, you 

take--an -oat-h - not -to -reveal your--- sa-lary., --cau-se it -WGuld- oause dissention -- on 

---.-~ ---- -- .. .. -- _. - .. ~ -.. - -_. . .. -- _. -.- - -. . - -. _. _. -,._. - . - .' - . -

the ballclub, cause somebody might be playing better ball on the club and 

somebody else getting more money and then he'd say, well, ffi want more money. 

Nov.} these--w-r-iters telling about ____ theae salaries, _ they_'re _onlyguessing. __ They 

don i t know, and 1 know ! never told- mine- arid T know that I kidded a lot of 

the players and they never told me. I never told mine. Nobody ever knew 
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kn_ew. what I was .getting . paid 1n :ba.seb.all .. Th_at' s one thing that waf? strict. 

Take the last year that DfMaggio playeo for -tl'fe Yanl{ees. He vias sUpposed 

to get $1000,000. Well, the year before, he was out so many games. Well, 

they didn I·t - know whether :Ewhe eou-ld-· -p-aly-·· regu-lar ·- or · ne-t·.--- Now, I -· 'm -not 

taking anything away from Joe DiMaggio cause I think he was one of the 

greatest, but nobody knows, I I know that they quoted my salary a lot and 

- .t.b.ey never had it .r.ight. 

hard when I Signed my contracts.No, sir, I didn't get underpaid. Not by 

than a father to me, that man. If I'd stay out late at night, he'd know 

it. How hed know, i don't know yet. But he'd call me down to his apartment 

a-nd l:3·reacha bi-t · to -me-,- and · t -hen ·he '·d ··-·alway·s·· sa~ ·, -Now ·yeu p-r-em-iseme you tIl 

never do it again? 

Yeah, we had 11 o'clock curfew, but you know, when your young you 

always want. to run around and go .t.o dances, . night club.s . or som.etb.ing ._like • . 

Well, you 'ct sneak out and g6x~~kkEkkkinddtkx· out the far·- elevat-Or, or some 

thing like that. 
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Course when I had the Trenton ballclub with Gov. Hoffman, I'd try to 

keep the ballclub down, far as hours and all. But you couldn't do it. They~ 

_______ v.e.ry_ young .. -kId.s .. and they don I t mind. See., they're just breaking inandn.ot 

.. --- making- any money, ' $200 a month ' or so, so they- didn I t care. . $200 a ni"onth 

don't mean much. 

As a _ g_enera._l: r~le, I'd be il1:.cluned_ ~9. t9~ng that the ba~lpalyers 

stars, and after that they just had fellows to fill in the positions. But 

there ware some really great stars: Ty Cobb, I played against him, and all 

the -old ·timers .. 

see Ty Cobb steal 90 bases today. The way the pitchers can ••• well if they 

_ don't have. __ the __ p-r.oper mQye to _ first _b_a~Le_ , tbey: .jus_t .have to_ 1.e9.._rn tb~ proper . 

of ballplayers today is oh, way ahead of the old time. They have that small 

f~_~ ~_ ... 9.§,}_~ .. ~ __ .~_~g_ .•. __ . _. _________ .. _ .. ___ . ____ ... ______ .. __ .. ____ . 

-Cobb, - Manush, Wi-ngo', -Fatherglll, Veech .... all over 350 bi·tte·rs·. . I 

1 -' 

hit 379 once, but I usually ran around 350 or so. I just swung at the ball 

I didn't thing about averages or runs or anything. I just swung at that ban 

.--.' '-f 
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" One year, . I was out in f:rom.t of everybody else in the league about 

20 O"r 30 points all year,- my batting av·erage. Well, Heinie Manush kept 

gaining and gaingin and gaining on me. We played our last game in St. 

Louis and Heinie Manush was playing for St. Louis. _Well, do .you kD:ow that 
'.- .... . --- -

... it came my · last game at ba-e ·and··-:ft···if-I · make-x:t:tx~M:t an out·, I · lose. Well, 

he was 2~9~~~k 79 and I was 79 and some fraction, and if I make an out 

my last time at bat, I lose the league batting title. I'd had that in-

_ .. _.f_ormation be.f.o.re 1_ w.ent to . .b.a.t.., . one . of .the -. ~-.spor.tswrite.rs . sent it down 

. fa me·. They said :t.)q Now ' if you' go to bat and you make an out, Heinie 

Manush is going to win the batting championship and we don't want you to 

do. Well, I said I wanted the championship, all right, but some of the 

fellows on the bench said, Oh, they'll call you yellow if you don't get up 

there. · Well j ·tha·t · was ·enol:lg-fi. I .. couldn't t -ake -tha·t -· • ... So · 1- ··went- up" to bat, 

.. -'- '--' - _. . ,. - .- _._ " -~ _.. -_. - . - . - .- -- ..• ... -.- - . --- _. -.. - -- . -. - -- - . - ----- . - " 

and darned if they didn't get two strikes off me before I could get my 

bat off my shoulder. I took, cause I didn't think they were good. I was 

. waiting for a good ... hall, . know what .1 mean. Well, .. they c.alled .tvlJo. s.trikes 

on fue before I h~d a ~ood ball ~nd I t~rn~d a:~6urid the~e and ste~ped out 

of the bOE and sort of ha d a discussion with myself while I put some dirt 
· l 
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on my bat, you Rnow. I wasn't afraid of striking out, see, but then there 

wa.s. _that championship and •• _well I didn't know. what to do. And . then .It . 

come to me. I called the ump9re over and called h:trri every name 1 could 

thing of. Trying to get him to throw me out of the game!h I stepped on his 

you to throw me out. You dirty, dirty, dirty. 

Well! That umpire looked at me and said, You better get up to that 

. ·plate. - And· you ·better be .~-- ~ Resays, If I waHted t -e -throw you Gut-, ·· 

.- - " 

I'd throw you clean over to Oshkosh! 

' ~.) 

That's really true. And c}o YOti ~(RO~ I got a lucky hit! 'Saved me. 
' ~~/T '~· -. ------

Tha.t was .19.28. Ump.ire wa.s .B-1€> __ Daify __ __ 1 __ . remembe_r . . wh_en._I _w_a,sH.call_lng; him . 

weren't even close. He turns and says to me, There's no close. It's either 

dis or dat! .- .- -.- .. - .-.,-. 

You know, if it means anything to you, that hit that I got in the 

World Series wasn't as big a thrill as the one I got to win that batting 

championship! 
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I was there the time in the World Series that Joe Me~~ick got .. _ .. 

. w.ell, it wasn't really J-OeMedwick, it was the fans that were mad cause 

it -looked like we were going to get beat. I think they got 7 runs in one 

inning, or something like that. And they weremade, so they all kept sayin~ 

_____ . l_~~ ~S _.)!1st quit now ,._ :WJ~_ .! 1.1 _ ne_ver . make . seven-· runs-,yQu · know. - --So·- they- . 

. ,~ ~ 

_ .. --·-th-rew-'· pra-ctiaal'ly ·evEn .. ·ytThg tliey· had~'· 1 tin-6hes· arid papers and all right out 

on the playing field. But they wasn't mad at Medwick so much as they were 

just disgusted that we were going to g.~t be~t~ _ 

I don It thInk thrert s- anY:ENxNg ' one ·c·ould-' c"()mpa.re, Tor fast bails 

... --. . . _. ,--

with Walter Johnson, except maybe Bob Feller. I happened to be lucky enough 

to hit the first home run off of Feller, you know. Oh, see, I was n?~u~~~ly _ 

_ _ .. 9. lI9.s.t ball .hi.tte.r. - When t .hey.' d · ·throw· ·me I.l-P" slow ~turf' j c'urves '" and ' all,- 'r 

. . '" - .- .. -. . . . -- ' -.' . . 

'- Wasn't ··s'b '· goOd at that. You'd have to furnish your own power for those, see. 

But of course, those fast balls,[ if you got a hold of one of them, why they 

were gC?n~. I think Ted LYQn$ gOd. Irw.i.n .. Sc_boker:and--Herh _ Penn.ocK., . I don't 

control, dould throw through the eye of a needle if they wanted. But they'd 

always keep it on the corner, just on the cC?rne~. 

Yep, - -I t00k Bi-ng MilmerJ s 'j-ob · with the Senators when I first corrie up, 

-- . 

. -. but he helped r.._'"'' ,..J 
vVLA...l.U. Give file his bat that I liked! Following yeEJt:l 
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.he was traded. 

Now the first time I gottrad-ed was a funny thing. We were playing 

in Chicago and were going to St. Louis. Sam Rice was my roommate. So we 

__ g~t in St. Louis about 8 0 I clock in the morning and have breakvast. 

- Now:; t -hey 'have a -21-00:; whe-p-e we. stopped . no-t. .f.ar _away _ frQJ1L th._e note:L. 

and we used to give them peanuts and things like that. And look at the 

... monkeys, . Y-0u know. • . __ So, I don It .. ~n.ow. D9tbipg about i t, ~nd I come back 

to the hotel and Sam " s -sfttihg- the-re waiting for me -. - He says', -- Yo-u Ire -in 

- '-0 ~ • ~. w _ •• __ ", _. • ._. 

the wrong hotel. Well, I didn't get it. He says, I tell you, you Ire in 

_th? wrong_hote. I says, What do you mean, 11m in the wrong hotel? He says, 
- . - -"".- - .' - - --. - _ .. - - ".- .... .- - - .' ' --.- .. -' - - - --.,.~ .. -- --- ... _ .. - .. ~-' - . .. - -. . . - - -

well, you III find "out·. --- 8-0 I ·-smel-l-eel···a -· mi.·-ce· - seme-N·~N-x· how., and . be .lo.o.ks .. 

at me and says, Did you know that they traded you to the Sf~··- tou-is ·· Browris. _. 

I said, No! Did they really? Well, it broke mlheart. I got along all 

right, t ·hou-g-h, even though · it meant- t.bat I had .. to g.o out an play ag~ins.t 

my own team! 

I'll never forget Freddy Marbury, one of the greatest reliev 

-pitchers, he was pi tching. ~bey j:;ra~i.~q . me for Crowther and Manush. So 

Freddy come out and he says,Oh, Gosh, you and I are ' old b-uddies, ·but 

when that ball game starts, it:s going to hdve Lo be 
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loved those fast balls. 

hotel, another clubhouse, another uniform. And the St. Louis Browns was 

caufE 
a very bad ball club then, and I didn't have too much chance with them, MHZ 

-- the-y-- cl4.dfi-1 t -have-- any --g-oed h-itt-e-rs and- theyLd al1- walk meal1 th-e -time. I 

didn't have a chance. They'd just put me on and figure the next guy would 

be eaSier. It made it tough for me, it really did. And it's so hot there, 

__ too. 

Earl Whitehill came from Detroit to Washington. And I figured with the 

t~'? of us there, we were a cinch to w in the .P~_l!~_?-n~_ ! __ And we did. But 

the- next year wa-s a d-e-pression year and Clark Grif-f -tth -calJ:ed-me-··on -the 

phone and said, come on down, I d like to talk to you. He told me that 

he though I was worth more money than he could possibly pay me. Said 

we -won the --p-annant bu-t -El-idn-Jt --make--any -mon@.y- at -- aI1.- -- T,ha-t was a uery bao. 

- - .-. -- . -- --.-.. -- -_. - .. - .~ - .- ...... - . - - ' -.. -- ~ .. ..- - . . 

depression year, see, Roosevelt closed the banks in '33. Well, he said, 

if you can trade yourself, or make connections, 1111 be glad to trade you. 

Well __ , Mickey Gochran came down to my hom_~ that. _ year :Cor a while!' 

He says, I g6t a 6harice to manage th~t D~t~bit ballcl~b~ What's chances 

I can get you frm Washington? Well, that was right down my alley. I said, 
- -- -- :t ---
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I _'m __ C_Qffiing. _ Well, if you get there and I'm there too ••• well, that Detroit 

-club- 'was the -toUghest club of all in- our f1ghtfor the pennant this year •• _. 

if the two of us are there, why, wetll win that pennant. 

So Connie Mack let him go and two days later I got a telegram from 

-· · Mi.ckey, -say-i-ng- ¥ou --belong to Detr-o-i .t -! .- W.el-l,._.I ._J'ia.lke9._ ):?~gbt _ into two more 

pennants. 
... - . - - " -- .. -. - " -. -_. -- .--.. -- .- .... -." --" - - -- .. -.-

I liked Connie Mack all right. He was a pretty good old man, I'a 

-- say. I ~ d say .he _ was abasebal.l 111:9-11,. but as an owner, he wasn 1 t good as 

- -. . _._ . 

Clark Griffith in the kn6wledge -of -the game or understand-ing ·-· of---··the play@rs~ -

-'~ - .- .-

See, Griffith was a father to his paayers. He wasn't boss. He tried to 

. I . thi"fi1tthat Connole ana: was a lit-tle -- -mere -·Gold--- w.i-tb- .his. -players • . Didn _I t 

treat them like one of the famaily. 

I was never the type to get a swelled hiead, I don't think. See, 

--- I -was- jus-t ·-a eoun·try b.oy and 1. had_ more flJn __ playing with the fellers. We 

_. -- ... - .... - ---- -- - . . - .. - -. -- --- --- ---.- --

used to wrastle around and. one -thing· and afi6ther~ - I · n-ever -even -realized -

that this was big doings. It was a game to me. I ate it and I loved it. 

Till I ~o~ older and the bones g9~ a little frickle, or something. Stiff 

and a11. then it was difTe~ent. -
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Now I can say the same thing about Babe Ruth, he was one of the 

greatest and never, never got a swelled head. Some~ them, and one of them 

was Al Simmons, thought he was the biggest swelled head ever was in base-

ball, and he was a great ballplaer, but he could go on about Al Simmons, 

and that IS a,bout it. Babe Ruth, well, I saw him stand and autograph for 

hours, even little colored boys. He'd rub them on the head and say, well 

that's another home run for me. 

I knew Babe very well. He and I used to go to nightclubs a little 

bit when he'd come to Washington. 

In the off season, I loved to hunt and fish, but mostly hunt, and 

then I'd go to Florida very early. Had a farm up there near Salem with 

some very good hunting grounds on it, expecially duck shooting, and I'd 

be there couwle three months and then go down to Florida and take out a 

membership at the Bayshore Country Glub and play gol~ ~very day down there 

till spring training stareed. Good life. I realize now how good it was. 

Oh, Babe Ruth deserved every bit of that reported *G~kxk $80,000 

he earned. Why held bring all the fans in. I know down in Washington, 

one day , day before the Yankees would come in, we'd have maybe 3,000 or 

5 J OJ, fans and then Babe would come in :t.N with the Yankees and we'd have 

20,000! Oh, he was a pitcture up at the , ""I "' ..... rl .J..vvn.cu. 
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it was so easy. He'd hit the ball and it'd pop up and the ball would come 

donw in the next street, or something. Oh, he could hit a ball! Boy, I 

didn't like Babe Ruth when he come to bat. He used to hit the ball so 

high, you'd have to wait for it 5 minutes ~or it to come down and by the 

time it did come down you'd be dizzy looting at it. Why he made three 

bases a lot of times, without hitting the baIlout if the infield. Pop 

it up and everybody woud go over after it and till it come down he'd be 

running and it'd curve when it was coming down, and there he'd be on third 

base! Did that more than once. He was my idol. M~xkE~~x I copied every-

thing he did at the plate. 

I had the same number throughout my whole career: No.4. But I'd have 

taken any number, really. I never cared about superstitions. 

I think it's a shame for the Yankees to win every year, now. I thank 

that's unfair. I really do. 

" Detroit was the best town I ever played in and for. AAlways had a 

tr* ~~·~r~ ·~r ~ufJ 
rooting section there.) Never failo They'd all yell, :eah, Goose, when I 

f\ ~~~~ ~ ~ fll-- '~/1P1/~.~!) 
}v-e , ~ '-I ~~.;,.."'\ \.-h~~. 

come out on the ballfield. Always managed to throw a couple of balls out 

to them during fielding practice. Wasn't allowed, though, you know. 

But fans never made a difference to me. In fact, I used to love to 

play in Phila. cause they used to razz me so much. Theyid call me, Hey 
·V 
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you big farmer boy! Get back to that South Jersey farm, where you belong! 

Oh, I used to love that. 

~~~ 
One day, I tias up at the plate in Phila. and one guy yells out tb 

~, 
the pitcher, "Hey,~throw that big nosed guy up your throat, and see ~ he 

can hit that over the fence!" 
-.e-~ J 1er~ :> 

And sure enough, the first pitch wag bit 

out of the .park. I'll never forget that. 

And another incident I'll never forget: we were playing in Cleveland 

and the ~round was dry and parched and the balls we~e bouncing allover. 

Some guy hit a baIlout to me and it took a bad hop as I went to get it 

and it hit me right in the mouthk. Well, out went six teeth! Some fan 

~~.r-/~ 
out in the stands hollered out, """lou should have put the glove in your 

mouth!" Oh, if I could have ever got a hold of that guy! Her e I am spittig 

out teath and blood streaming down ••• ! 

You know, in my younger days, I never realized that anyone was throw-

in g at me o Up at the plate,you know. Well, one day Sam Rice and I are 

having dmnner and I says, Sam, how is it that they're never so wild when 

they're pitching to you. How is it when I go up to the plate •• wham, right 

at my head! Why, Sam says, you're so dumb ••• they been throwing at you for 

two years and you don't even know it! That's true. 

Ernshaw admitted in a story a couple of years ago • 
He said that I 

. ;\~, 
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he said that I was the only wne that fie ever threw at. Hit me on the leg, 

but hit on the rollof my stocking or ild have had a broken led. And Mickey 

Cocran says, shure I called for that ball ••• what do you want to do, take 

out bread am butter away from us? 

I played hard. I gave it everything I had when I played. I didn't 

fear nothing. As I say, I was a big dumb kid. Didn't care. I'd fight a 

bull without a sword! 

All those years, I didn't like those trains very much. Train, taxi 

cab, hotel, cab, train, and then allover again. Could just about fit 

in theose pullman's anyway. How poor Schoolboy Rowe could ever BEN rest 

in one of them, I donlt know. He was 6 14", you know. 

Well, we played a lot of bridge and all. Not allowed to play poker 

but we'd steal up to one of the rooms and have a good game anyway. Didn't 

want us to gample, see. Well, weld lose maybe, but not bad. 

Yes, I think I'm the only Dne to make the big leagues, ever, from 

South Jersey. Course Nobth Jersey, that difference. More up that way. 

Oh, lId ride 10 miles on a bicyle to go play ball, and then get a spanking 

when lid get back, cause lId get home too late to milk the cows ••• and with-

out anything to eat all dayl Kids nowadays don't have that kind of interest 

in the sand lots the~ way they did in my day. 
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I'd like to say one thing to Young America: I think that baseball 

is the best sport hey could ever take up. It's the cleanest. Well, all 

through my baseball career I head people say, Aw itts crooked. But all 

these years though my career, I never saw a game wasn't straight. See, 

every fellow's out there for his average. Batting average, pitching, 

fielding, so forth. They're all out to win. To be a winner. No such a 

thing as throwing any game. Course when I came into the league that 

baseball scandal in 1919 with the Chicago White Sox was hard to live 

down for a long time. We used to hear about it a lot. I certainly don't 

thinkXN much of these fellows for throwing the game like they did and then 

us fellows have to come along and make up for their reputation! And they 

must have been good ballplayer, too. You take up that game and you'll 

meet the finest people and have the finest of accommodations, hotels, 

travel, everything. It's more than a good life ••• it's delicious. 

First game I played in the Detroit Tigers came to w~t town ••• to 

WaShington. They put me in right field. Ty Cobb got on first base. But 

I wasn't frightened of anything! I just loved it. I'd have played for 

nothing if they'd have let me playo lid have played for nothing. 

But Ty Cobb got on first base, and bobby Veech hit a ball right up against 

tqe wall and I caught it right off the wall and Ty Cobb started home. Well, 
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I had quite an arm. I could throw pretty good. So, you were suppesed 

to relay the ball, to the infielder, then to the catcher at home, you know. 

But instead, I threw the ball allthe way in, and it caught Ty Cobb. Just 

happened to be a lucky throw, know what I mean, just happened to hit the 

. spot. And did he call me everyting, and how dumb I was and how I'd be back 

in the minors in about one week, where I belong. Oh, he was going at me. 

That was the first game I played in. 

How them people can sit out in that sun on those hard seats out in 

the bleachers is beyond me! All that time si~ting there in all that · h~at. 

I remember one game, we were playing the Yankees up in New York, 

on the 4th of July. Double header. Well, they beat us about 22 to 2, that 

first game. So Sam Rice and I, our lockers was right along side .one anothed 

Sam say, as we're changing the soaking uniforms, well, I don't think we'll 

have such a tough time this second game. I think them guys have swung them-

selves outo 

Well, we went out and they started in again. Sam Nnd I had run backm 

that left feild (And at Yankee stadium that's a long, long ways) and every 

time we looked up somebody was hitting a ball over our heads or in between 

us. So sam says, Listen (as a general rule, both crus went after the ballO) 

when the next ball's hit out here, either you take it or 1111 take it, but 
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but both of us are NOT going this time! So they kept bombarding again and 

Sam would way, That one's yours, or I would say, "There you go Sam, that 

one's yours" Back and forth. Miller Huggins was managing. Sam says, 

come on let's go by the Yankee dugout and give them a blast! They had 

about 10 or 15 runs in that second game, see. So sam yells in IITell them 

guys to hit those balls the other way~ you got me wore out!" That's true 

oh, all of us were wore out. It was hot. They best us I think 22 and 23. 

Scored about 45 runs those two games off us. That's when they had Ruth 

Gehrig, Lazzeri, Meusel, Schang catching. Had a lot of power. They . could 

really hit that ball. 

We used to love to play against the Yankees. 

My, I used to think I could see the ball hit that bat. That is real~ 

true. Ionly need glasses nowadays for the fine print. I had good eye.s. 

Yep, I remember one time the fans were giving one of the umpires 

a real hard time. One of the fans had had quite a few drinks and he kipt 

call~ng the umpire blind. Well, the umpire was getting real mad at him, 

cuase he didn 1 t let up but was giving him the business all the time. So 

the umpire says, ltd like to go up there and punch that guy . right in the 

mouth! I was on first base, and finally the umpire yells over to him, 

"Shu-t, up, you drunk::. The drunk said, "Weli tomorrow I'll be sOl1er and 
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and you'll still be blind!" I'll never forget that. That was funnYQ 

Only got thrown out of a ballgame once in all those years. Course 

that time I tried to get thrown out, but they didn't do it. I never did 

any good to kick to an umpire whether he calls a baIlor a strike. When 

they make a mistake, you know they have to make decidions so quick that 

many a time, by accident, they just call the wrong thing. But they'd 

never take a call back. Might make it up on the next pitch, but theytd 

never take a call back. 

I wanted to play all the time. I lOved baseball. I slept it, I 

woke 
w~~k up with it. When I started around the sand lots here in South Jersey, 

that's when they used to take baseball more seriously, around these little 

towns , well, I used to strike out a few of them, all right. But when I 

got up to pro~essional ball, I found it was different. The harder I threw 

that ball, the harder they hit itt Our manager, Zinbeck, he comes over 

from where he was playing at third base and says, Kid, I you don't pitch 

where I tell you, goutre going to get one of us killed out here! Well I 

threw and I threw and I threw and I finally EN struck out a batter in the 

seventh inning. The game was tfught: one to one or two one or something. 

So I went in there and threw my glove down and says, Well I finally struck 

out one of those so and SOlS. So the manager says, Dont be so proud of 
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proud of youself, kid, that was the pitcher.o.oand I believe hets only 

got one eye! But professional ball was a lot different that playing around 

in the sand lots. 

Yes, I believed it in my own mind that I saw it -- saw that ball 

hit that bat. I really dido Saw it right on up to my bat. 

I think I was the originator of the chang e of pace. See, I used to 

take such a long stride. Throw me a couple of fast balls and then they'd 

threow me a slower one and ltd be off stride, ltd be all out in front. I'm 

almost sure that that's why this change of pace was developed. Cause when 

these guys were going at me, they just used to thcow the fast ball and 

a curve ball, and sometimes, of course, the spitball. But they needed that 

slower ~all , for me o 

I could Bee a knuckle ball. I could see the seams of the ball. Sore 

of those good knuckle ball pitchers, I could see those seams. Couldn't tell 

whether it was a fast baIlor a curve, but a Knuckle ball and a spitball 

you could see o Cause the ball wasn't turning 0 

Oh, I did everything when I was pitching in the early years. Used 

to scratch the ball with a tack hidden in my glove. (can't even hardly rub 

the ball today). 


