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I NrERVI ~"rE'R: Ho'W did you become a pro-

fessional baseball player? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Well, itt s rat her int er-

esting. My mother and I, to make a long story out of 

it, moved from Los Angeles to Portland, Oregon at the 

~ 
time of the Portland Centennial Fair out there, and 

~e lived there for several months and it rained every 

day an~ ~e didn't like it. I had left hi~h school in 

my senior year to go up there. We stayed two or three 

months and didn't like it because of the "Weather, so 

we decided to come back to Los An~eles. 
():h.t-v,f-- f/lvv..AT "WLL 
.~ so far behind in my senior class 

I di d nit thi nk I COll } d cat ch up ·ld:t:h:::Urem so I went to 

~t. Vincent's College. I 1m not Catholi c but I "Went to 

Catholic school there and played baseball on their team 

and finished my. senior year there. Itt's a high school 

co 11 e ge co ;11 b i ne d • 

.~, 
I NTF1iVIElNRR: That "Was in 1905 or q&em.ethiflg-. 

FRED f!NODGRASS: That 'Was in 1906. 

J NTFRVIE1~rE'R: I asked be cause I th ink it IS 

very unusual for a college man to be in baseball in 

those days, "Wasntt it? 
\*~ ) lrh.aJ ~ !4"(r. 

FRED SNODGRASS: --¥.&A-r-..t.hat i t -.~-S. S'o I 

finished the year there and then I toIent to 'Work in Los 
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Angeles for a big ~arehouse company, I ~aB team director, 

I directed personnel and vehj.cles of all descriptions, 

vans and exnre s s 'Wagons and t rucks and eve rythi ng e1 se , 

L-IU <..T"V-c.,<- rA..f. ~~""t dd-
.~l~aYB in ~os Angeles. That ~as my job. 

One day the phone rang and the coach at 

college said, Fred, 'We're going to play the Ne'W York 

3 s 
Giants in '~ exhibition game, theylre training out here, 

and could you get off and come out and catch for ust 

l,J811 I turned to my boss and he 'Was qui t oe a base~all 

fan and he said, 'Why sure, I'll take your job, so for 

t'Wo successive days I 'Went out and caught for the college 

that I 'Was not .q,oj_ng to, against the giants, and the 

umpire "Was John J. McGra.'t.I, he umpired and he and I didn't 
..3~yY~~ 

see things alike and 't.Ie fought through the "~ had 
(:;:-~ 

a quarrel all t hrough ~ three J';y";:'l-- and that 'Was that. 

I "Went back to ~ork a~ain. 

I NTERVIEhTE'R: Had you been playing Satur-

days and Sundays. 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Oh, ye s, I had been playing 

on the best semi-pro team in Los Angelis, 'Whlch 'Was then 

.J{~s 
called the "Hoagy ~". We had this big sporting goods 

house and 'We had flags on our back, you kno~, of all 

nations, and ~e f)layed teams allover Southern California (.{.... ... 

particularly the one that 'Was tou~hest, the~e ~as one 
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do~n by Santa Ana for ~hom Walter Johnson pitched. 

INrFRVIF'~: No kidding. 
~v. 

FRED RIDDGRAS~: .-¥e:h, and tha t "Was al-ways 

a batt1 e 'When 'We had 1"'a1 t er Johnson t a face doy.; n the re. 

\fJe11 , any 'Way I went back to 'Work and the next spring 

John McGra"W came out to Los An geles to attend the races, 

eL 
Ith j nk , the ponies, he ·used te love to follow the 

11 

·1Cv .... 
ponies you knoy.;, and he oi dn' t bri ng ~ team, he 'Was out 

here on his own. 

Previous to the time he 'Wo uld leave to 

go down to Texas to the trainIng camp he' a put on a. 
./&-:JJL r~Uc... 

uni form out at the · be: sQ='M-rr·'-.~, 'W h1 e h the y us edt 0 

SfCDC75 
call "·~s Park" and get in shape himself so he 'Would 

have -'- the jump on these old timers that he had at that 

time. 

Some of my friends, a lot of kids 'Would 

go out there and shag for him and help him, you' kno'W I f"~~' ~~ 

chase balls and one th i ng or another, ana he asked 

a question about me, remembering me I guess because 

of the quarrel that we had had through these three games, 

and my fiie.nd said oh, he 1 s the b est catcher in semi-

pro around here and McGraw said, 'WeI], If you see him 

tell him I 'Want to talk to him. 

So the ~ord got to me and I talked it over 
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~ith my father and mother who said ~ell, there'd be no 

ha rm in t 81 king t 0 ht m, ~ her e ish est a y i ng. 1,~f e 11, I 

didn't have any idea 9 and I called up three or four hotel~ 

and finally I found him, and he said I ~ould like to talk 
;,v'171 .. ' _ G.~1. 1nvv' 

to you"meet me in the lobby at such and such a time and 
,oj 

I said sure, so I did, and he said are you thinking about 
c2 S"tIJ...~c-{-, 

playing baseball, and I said, ~ell, a little bit, ~ I had 
}I 

an offer from Peoria in the Three Eye Lea~ue, and -- he 

sajd, here's a cont ract and he reached i.n hi s pocket I 

pulled out a contract and he said, take this home and 

talk to your father and mc,ther and if they think you 

ought to try bas'eball, our-t rain leaves in four days 
1'\.·'-,o./1...t~ cf~ 

for -s.mall-e-n, Texas 'A let me kno'W wi 11 you. 

W~ll, I ~as on the train four days later 
)'-"/tu&,~" 

going to -Pm-a.-1-l-en, Texas. That's the ~ ay I got into base-

ball, because in those days you see, Mr. Ritter, ~e did 

not have coaches and scouts and th:i.ngs of that kind. 

So the ~ay they got young players ~as by observation 

themselves or some -friend of the club tipping off John 
.s {\.Qfl .k!._ 

McGra'W or other mana:gers of t-ae club that ther-e ~as a. 

likely kid and they ~ould bring him up and look at him. 

INTERVIEWER: What did your father and 
~-v:.L 

mother think about it? 

~25 FRED SNODGRASS: O'h, they were keen for it. 
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I had never been out of the state except to go to Portland 

Oregon, and they thought it 'WOuld be a good education 

for me to see the rest of the United f)tates and this 

~as an opportunity to do it. 

Of course, my contract only called for 

a hundred and fifty dollars a mr.rrth, but that's the 

way it started. That ~as in 1908, you see, In the spring 

of 1908, and theGiants had bou~ht this piece of property 
yV, ..... C-j'l.. (.vv'-

in t hi s 11 ttle to~n of Small-e'n, Texas, a to'Wn 0 f abo ut 

four or f1. ve thousand people. 

They thought that in a little to~n like 

that they could keep the fello~s under control better, 

and they 'Wouldn't 'Wander sway and do things they shouldnVt, 
iL-

so they bought t-h-i-s piece of property and constru ctad 

a ball park do ... n there, and 'We tra:i.ned there for eight 

years. 

I NrERVIF1r\JFR: ~Thile 'We Ire on that, ~hat ltlas 

t rajnj n~ li ke in th ose d aye? Ho~ did it compare to 
Jv 

spring trajning today? Yore .Y1.gorous or less or --

Fl1ED f!NODGRA~S: ~~rell, I wOUl d have to 

ans~er that this ~ayo Today you have professional 

teachers in every category don't you? In those days 

-we didn't, 'We dt dn' t ha va anybody, 'We did n' t have e-v-e-n 
/l.·~-v('"1f-vv"1 

·-t:he..s.e=lnnv:i---a !pictures taken of you and sr.Jo'Wing you ho'W 
;\ 
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1..- L11rl ' , '1. 

"yvv'-4.{A .. /.Y\flt-1/~A~ .-'"' 0 · ' . 

you -e-ah"tmprove your ~sl,,1ing or something like that, none 

oft hos e t h i ng s 0 

We didn't have --

I NTERVI EWER: You di dn' t have ten coaches 

e i t he r did you? 

FRED SNODGRASS',: No, l-le had one old timer 

"Arley Latham" I just an old time ball player ~ho 'Was 

probably the ~orst third base coach that ever lived, 

ynu kno~, they didn't make a sneciality of those thin~s 

in tho se days, so it 'Was up to the indi vi dual tog et 

himself into condition. 

or course McGra'W ~ould insist that 'We 

ran so many times around the park, and ~e have batting 

practice, of course, naturally, but a youngster trying 

to get up to the plate in batting practice 'Was just 

impos sible. 

When I joined the club, for inst ance, we 

had an old man team of mostly Irish -- 'We had McGann, 

and ~e had -- well, I'd have to get a book to get all 

those old na:-nes ·:- that kind of sJipped -- 'We had Devlin 

and in t he out.fi e 1d 'We had Sy ~eymour and Mike S:hannonD 

Mike Donlin, and they ~ere all just about ready to step 

out because they 'Were getting old in ba~eball and they 
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Jack ~ ~as another one, Arthur 

8 

Devlin, Sammy ~tein. 

I NTFRVI F~7ER : How di d they ' treat you 

as a youngster? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Oh, I roomed 'Wi t h Shannon 

(}-t..--v-<::..., 
and I really~ I think my job in baseball I o~e to 

Shannon because he took me under- his -wing and helped 
1 ..... :.-C-(:-1- L ' lLLffc.· t:L (:;l.- v,,-<::z, . 

me &~~~ me, he told me ~hat to do~ ~hat not to 

do, 

INrF.RVIE" ~!RR: Even though you 'Were pe rhaps 

j;.;i--J C-r-L I rt '( 
go i ng ' tot ak e ~ .i 0 b ~/ t).. . iflll- ~f CC f1A.Vl-~ ~f --t.A./~ , 

FREr SNODGRA~~: That's right. 

INTERVIFW'ER: This surprises me. 

FRED SmDGRAS~: That's right, but on the 

other hand to get up to the batting practice plate and 

try to get some hits, some batting practice, ~as almost 

imposstble because you 'Were an outsider as a youngster, 

.4-( Q . r/-c 
you .:k:n~, but I think, -1:n anSloler ~ your que stian, it 

(\ 

'Was up to the individual to ·get himself in shape. 

If he ~aB intelligent and if he 'Was a man 

that 'Wanted to make that team a.m hecome a first class 

baseball player, he himself had to have it in his heart 

to do it, he wssn' t made ·to do thi. n~s 0 

clear? 
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I NI'ERVIEH~: Very clear. 

FRED SNODGRA~S: But today it's entirely 

different. You have a pitching coach, you have all 

these other coaches that are t each5ng you things, and 

I don't know that it's good to try to take ayoung 

fellow, for tnstance, like Fra.nk Ho'Ward and change his 

stance ano his s~ing and everything else, I don't 
vtWw..-

believe it helpsAto do that. 

I thi nk you have a natural abi Ii t Y .-fo-rr 

baseball and it shouldn't be changed, that's my opinion, 

, 
but I don t kno~. I t 'Was a peculiar st ance t hat ~,tan 

Musial had you kno~, but ~hat a great ball player he 

~-(,-(.v')r 
was,~a great bitter, but some, if some coach had tried 

to ch8l1ge him it mi~ht have ruined hiMQ 

But there's been so many changes in the 

game. I swear -- you take in my day, for instance the 

pitching. We had spit ball pitching, and that 'Was soon 

f911o~ed by the discovery of the emory ball, and 'We 

had that very unorthodox pitch, it was a terrifically 

difficult pitch to hit, you never kne~ where the thing 

~as going, and of.course, one of the boys got killed 

and then they outla'Wed the thing, but aspit ball, there 

l-f as not hi ng dan g e r ° usa b out a s pi t balI and I think it 

~
,." 25 '--___ S_h_O_U_I_d_b_e_b_a_c_k_i_n_t_o_d_a_Y_b_e_c_a_u_s_e_i_t_'-I_a_s_d_i_f_f_i_C_U_.l_t_t_O_h_i_t_---I 
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and many times a difficult ball to field. The fielders 

used to be out there, I mean the infielders)~ith a glove 

full of tobacco juice and dirt so that if they got a 

spitball hit at them they could ~ive it a rub and not 

t h ro'W 1- t over the fi rat baseman's he ad. 

INTERVIEWER: Really? 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Oh, yes. So you had a 

good offense from the pitcher's standpoint but a bad 

defense from infielders. 

INTERVIE1I1.1FR: And then wi tb t hat ball 

rubbed up it 'Wouldn't be thro'Wn out of the game would 

it? 

FRED S NODGRAS, ~: Never, ~e kept a ball 

in the ;!,ame, an uYTlpire 'Would thro~ out a new ball, it 

'Went into the stands and the ticket men couldn't get 
't" ()-v..l~ 

it away from the spectators to throw back in,~then the 

umpire 'Would thro~ out a ne~ ball, the pitcher 'Would 

sidestep it, it 'Would go around the infield once or 

twice and come back to him about like the Ace of Spades 
fov ... 

in color, becauEe everybody in the (field, i=n#iscT~, had 
fI 

to b a c co j ui c e and d i r t, and 'Wed 1. d n 't use r 0 sen in t he s e 

day~ you see, so the tobacco juice and the dirt gave 
'f1~ 

you the same sti.cky ball a-& the rosen gives you today. 
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see coming out of the Sh8do~s of the big stand, and today 
I' *-- I ' • J 

( 'l'1 ./.1- t!-.i'.,,· .... ,.,",) ;{A.' ·kv~:..· 

you're not a11o~ed to deface the ball at all.; You can 

pick it out of the shado~s much easier than you could 

in the old days, ~hen the things became almost dark brown 

or black and ~e'd keep that ball in play just as long 

as ~e could. 

INTFRVIF~: There ~as then nothing against 

the pitcher darkening the ball ' as much as he could? 

FRED fNODGRAS~: No. No, sir, not at all. 

Today you're not allo~ed to do a thing like that. Then, 

of course, 'We had the old dead ball. 

IN:rERVl E0,~FR: Mus t ha ve been ha rd t 0 ca t c h 

that. 

FRED ~NODGRASS: What? 

INTERVIEWER: The spitball, the emory ball 

and the dark ball. 

FRED SNODGRASS: Yea. Yet the catchers 

used the same gloves for spitball pitchers or emory 

ball pitchers and ~e had knuckle ball pitchers in those 

days too, but no~adays they have a ~reat big pillo~, 

so they tell me, I haven't seen one 0 

INTERVIFVlTER: One and a half times the 
rj- fv-...r£. 

size of the regular -e-l4=Cne::i 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1311 G STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON e, D. C. 

METROPOL.ITAN 8-0889 

FRED ~NODGRASS· : Yah, and ~e didn't have 

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 

leo NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

WO~TH 4-7e89 

.!:-ON~!::~ND OFFICE 

23!50 OCEAN CREST BLVO. 

FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I. 

GRANITE 1-8201' 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

IJJ 8 
l!) 

<t: 
Q:! 9 
IJJ 

> 
0 10 
u I&. 

I&. 
0( 

en l-
II I- ffI 

l!) !!! c 
..I Z 

Z~O( 

-g~ 12 1-0..1-
ffI I:t: 

Q:! l!l 0 
Z 0.. 

oj:~ 13 I:t: 
0.0 111 

0.. 0.. 
IJJ III >-

I:t: b 
Q:! III Z 14 a. III 

~ ti 
o c 

IJJ Z III III _ 
I- I&. 

Cfflj: 15 
I:t: 
III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
« 
z 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

12 

that, but I tbink, Mr. Ritter, one of the gr.eatest 
.!{;1--

changes in the gameAin ~hat you have to catch a ball 

~i th, the glove. 

INI'E'RVIEWFR: Tell me about that. 

FRED ~·NODGRAf!S: 1~rell, 'We had little gloves, 

+(,{.L 
regula~, by rules it couldn't be over so many inches 

across or in length and there was no webbing, no pocket, 

no nothin~, we u~ed to cut a hole in the center of the 

glove and catch the ball bare handed in that hole. 

INTERVIE~~R: I've seen pictures of the 

hole in the gloveo 

FRED S: NODGRAS!S: 0, ye s, ~e used tot ry, -well 

the y had a lit tIe p a dd i ng in the r e an d no po ck et, but 

today, you kno~ today that most of the players prefer 

to catch the ball one handed rather than t~o, and in 

our day if you tried to catch the ball one handed, when 

it ~as an easy t~o handed catch,~hy you were ostracized, 

because that ~asn't righto 

But today the equipment that you have 1s 

so much better than the eauipment that the old timers 

had. It was much more difficult to catch a ball in 

those days and I'm not saying that because I dropped a 

OJ 
ball in tti€ 'World series, it's ,1ust a .fact, that you 

didn't have the equipment in trose days that you have 
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today_ Why a first baserr..an's glove today, 1 tIs like a 

Lacross Racket, almost. 

INrFRVI~,TER: What catchjng equipment 

did you ~ear in 1908? 

FRED ~N0DGRAS~,: 1,"e].1, ~e had shin guards. 
/ ) 

J:.~'t..e.-:J'·v~~v'_ /:; .. ·~/.J.--l/<.--O-t0--'V'--... 
'~~e=e--nham1t, after I 50ined the Giant s, g..p€-&eAAaBl came 

out ~ith the first pair of shin guards that ~as ever 

used. 

I NTERVI F'rlER : You ~ere there when he put 

t he '11 0 n the fi r s t time? 

FRED f! NODGRAE'~: Yes, ri ght. 

did he get, ~earing these? 

FRED fNODGRASS: Oh, everybody was amazed 
'J-c, /u-c j-W."j,- l.y·A.c',L 

-at- these things, you kno'W' .A·amazed,{wondered ho'W he could 

0.~v ... .cl 
run in them and one thin~ ~ another but it 'Wasn't very 

long before everybody had them, everybody, I mean all 

the cat chers, and thEn 'We used to have --

IN'rERVI~lFR: Did they impune his masculinit~ 

for ~earing these things? 

FRED gNODGRASS: No J I d on Itt hink so. 

INTERVIE'ArFR: In those days real -- I don't 

kno~ quite ho~ to say it, physical endurance was a very 
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FRED ~N0 DGRASS: I agree ~ith that one 

hundred peroent becau!9 it used to be a dis~raoe if 

a pitcher didn't go nine innings. He felt bad about 

it. But today this platooning that they do, with five, 

six pitchers in there per game is entirely d1fferento 

A man goes out there and pitches his head off for four 

or fi ve innings and he thinks he t s throu~h and he is 
P-L;.;;t 

in most cases, you knolrJ, ~ they stilek somebody else 

in there. 

But i n our day a man 'Was expected to go 

nlne innings, or more. 

I NT rrn VI E'1~TER: I he a r s tori e S 0 f ph Y s i e al 

injuries that 'Were brushed off casually whereas today 

a three ~eek layoff would be the accepted thing. 

FRED SNODGRASS: You pick up the paper 

today and so and so, his arm st5ffened during the pitching~ 

he can -- he's got a kink in his neck, a sore elbo~J 

men were men in my day. They're not men anymore, they're 

mollycoddle/s, or something like that. I don't kno~, 

there is a difference, 8S you say, there's a difference 

in the, shall ~e say, guts of a guy. 
\/)/V~r1\.vJ'f/ eL-

I t hi nk " Rub e Ma.-rk-e-r n s ai d 

"creampuffs o " 
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2 FRE']) SNO DGRAS~: Well, the re you are. 

3 It ~as quite a record he had, you kno~, he pitched 

4 n:i neteen at raight l-l:i.ns and every one ~as a full game 

5 I think, I d0n't think anyone of them was less than a 
~ .... {',,-- 'i~ 

6 full game. He pi tched _~ t~enty-one lnning game agaj nst 

7 Pittsburgh, and then a ~eek later or the ~eek before 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

he pitched a tl.-lenty-six innin? game. 
' ·"'Vvfl.rlvv_-';-:;;"'IJj. .... ) f"l-.:<. __ 

Men like Mat hi s"")- -a- great pit che~ he ~as, 
£~!-{!h 

you· ·kno'W, ~e 'Would never relieve Matht=s'", he always 

pi t ched a full game. Great e at pit che r that eve r lived 

in my opiniono Another thing that bothers me bet~een 
' $ 

the old time gamel and the game tOday,( the lack of 

trying to get hitt, ~hen you Ire a batter. 

cu--vt 
Today it's a lost eauee, nobody ever 

gets /h:it unless some pitcher delivers it behind him 

or at him, but to get up there and att~_~pt to get hjt, 

it's not done anymore. They're all trying to hit the 

ball over the fence as you kno~. 

For instance, I used to lead the league 

~ ?-~t/~'-1 ~l-- ry ~ ~ h~ . 
in that.) I ha.d baggy uniforms, I had a baggy shirt,(jkJ&c. U"-I.-, 

I had baggy pants o and anything close :i.nside 'Why you 

turned ~ith it and half the time you 'Weren't really hit, 
-i/~- {/,/~ tTJ"'~A · "J1Yt L~' ov\.-"' 

-t.m;t i).iust the Ini cking of your clot he s boug·nt you--r base-

because ~e ~ere al'Ways playing for one run, not a flock 
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of runs like today. 

Another change in the game is this delay 

in the pitching. The pitcher tod~has to pause and 

wait and tbey call all these balks on him. Why in my 

day you didn't dare step in the box without being 

ready because somebody had a fast delivery and the 

ball ~as on top of you before you even laoked upo 

That was part of the game in those days. 

You had to keep ~ur head up because the minute you 
'l""-C1··t j.2-C·~ 

stepped in ~, if you were looking at your feet or 

someplace, like they do today, to get these positions 

and all p 

i[2" i. gYV~·e UJ~ . .(-u c--

'We 11, t-o-o--ba-d-0 ] J-t-!/v I ~1/}2 v /.:....:.< " 

I remember one particular fello'W in 

the Boston Braves, Pat Flaherty, Joe McGinty was another 

one, with the Giants, oh, quiek return artists you know, 

the catcher 't-Jould thro-w them the ball and bang, right 

back you kno'W. 

Then, of course, the bats ~ere different. 
&L , f/-c~l'- rn~o.A--

Toaay they have those ba'ti~, they all hold them do"Wn 
a /J -o-& l/r0v~eh~ J ,l2-tJ'~ 

on the end and they have a -whi p in them juet like) --

I NrERVIFlNFR: Ho'W heavy a bat did you us e1 

FRFD ~N('iDGRASS: Gosh, I never, I never 

remember ~hBt the ounces ~ere in my bat p but I kno~ 

Chief Meyers, ~e "Were talking up at thi s old timers 
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.g.a.me in ~8n Franc1.sco, 'Whet dld he say, he used a forty ... 

three ounce or s6mething like that. 

I NrE'RVI E1!VE'R: Sound 8 likel y. 

FRED S11)DGRASS: A terrifically heavy bat. 

I NrERVIffi,lFR: And you choked the bat? 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Yes, we all choked it 

a little bit. Very few in my day held the bat do'Wn at 

the end. I cs n only remember one. Frank ~, chul ~ 'Wi th 

the Cubs, in the famous days of Tinker to Chance to 

e 
Evers, you kno'W. Schul t -y held the bat down at the end, 

t · .. ''£'1£ _ G,,/Lc:'fQ.. f!>...-<./tWL.<J.. 
but mo st all the pla.ye rs l-lould choke i-t, you c ouldn' t 

hit balls over the fenee in those days in most parks 

because the ball ~as too dead. 

They hadn't livened it like today. I do 

think one of the things that's been highly improved in 

the game today is the double play ball. Of course, the 

fielder gets it a lot quicker because it's ~aster, you 

see, and in our days of the dead ball you didn't get 

it quick enou~h to make those double plays, but I think 

they make three or four or rive t1.mes the number of these 

double plays than 'We used too 

I NrERVIE1/1JER : More effici ent than Tinkers 

to Evers to ~hance? 

FRED SNODGRA~S: I don't think their pivot 
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is any better today than then but the fact is they 

get the the ball quicker because of the rabbit ball, 

and that's the only reason, in my opinion, that they 

make so many more today than they did then. 

T think men in our day ~ere just as agile 

and just as good as any at pivoting on the bag there 

as t hey are to day. 

I}ITFRVIP1·\TFR: No reason they shouldn't be. 

FRED SNODGRAS~: NO q A funny change in 

baseball too, everybody is amazed to see Willie Mays 

catch a ball as a basket eateh. In my day! you ~ere 

a l ,bush leaguer if you didn't catch a ball that ~ay. 
/Lc>C~ 

I NT ERVI E'~1ER : 0 h, 7Je1:t. 7 

FRE'D SNODGHAS~: Ye s, and the 
i...-(/'CC<1 > 

reason ~ -

if you stop and fjgure the logic of it, if you're an 

outfielder for instance, and the ba1l1 is hlt, coming 

out of the shado1ojs and all, itt S p-rgtt"y diffieul t for 

an instant or towo to kno'W ~hethe" r the ball is going to 

go over ynur head or VJhether you've got to come in, you've 
Clt\./ 

got to make a qutck decision --e-f-it. 

I f you are in the babl. t of pI aying tbe 

ball thi s 'Way. 

only have this 

of catching the 
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far as you can reach to overcome the mj sjudgment of that 

line drive. 

INTERVIEWER: Most infielders were basket 

eat chers then? 

FRED ~N~DGRAS~: All of them, all of them. 

Iron t t thi nk there \ilas a. half a dozen guys in the 

league that made a practice of doing that, I'm sure 
.1j. ~ zp L-'(/~'" (frrT.. 1-{G-p( 

there werentt~ but~you still had room to .~correct your 

misjudgment. Today the only guy that does it is ~rillie 

Mays. 
)1"\.£V'~L<VVl/\J'i'.i4 

You remember,"Rabbit Mire-Moll, the famous 

catch that he al~ays had, did you ever see him? 

I NTFRVI E1;IlER: No, I d:i dn t t. 

FRED SNJDGRAgS: 1"Tell, he caught every 

ball ri ght here, whether it 'Was going over hi s shoulder 

. or any place el se, it 'Was ri ght t re re. And everybody 

marveled at it because they 'Wondered how that man had 

time to catch it right there. No matter hoVl high, 

'Which 'Way he 'Was running, backwards or over the sooulder, 

i t ~ as always :rig ht there. !JU'~/o..,+- c4_fvL 

He 'Was famous for that. 

INTFRV!E~~R: Ho'W, d1 d you get convert ed 

CL-' 
you did, holoj di.d you get converted from catcher to an 

!\ 
ou t fi el der? 
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FRED SNODGRASS: ~rell, maybe I 'Waan t t a 

good enough catcher, I don't kno'W, but I was fairly fast, 

. and 

JNTFRVIE'1.~TE'R: Catchers are not generally 

ao fast are they? 

FRED fNODGRASS: No, and I was a catcher 

in 1908 and sat on the bench allthrough the year. We 

should have ~on the pennant that year and didn't. In 

/1.,/ 
1909 I was.4;:h:e cat cher unt i1 ' the last month of the season) a-<A_~,( 

McGra'W put me out :tn left field 1n the Polo Grounds, 

played the centerfield out there for the last thlrty 

games. 

In 1910 I ~as a catcher again in Spring 

trai ning. 

I~1'rFRVIE1tffl'R: Oh, you l-lere? 

FRFD SNODGRA~S: Yes. 

I N'J'F.'RVIFWER: Because you played mostly 

in the out fi eld. 

FRED ~NODGRASS : Yeh, but they put me 

back in 1910, started spring training again as a 

thA./ 

catcher, and.-1-r.r the first road tri p, McGra'W came to 

me and -- in th~ hotel in Cincinatti, he ~as sitting 

there and he said~ "Snon~ he said, ho'W l-Jould you like 

to play t he out fi el d~ i~Tell SJ I had been very unhappy 
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sitting ~e on the bench and I immediately thought 

he ~as going to send me out to s ome minor le8gue 
Lv't-<-1 

club and T ~aid, what club, -e:nd- ' he said, this club. 
-' ("I 1 

21 

L-<-; U'-/1-v(%".A.' ~-' 

I said you mean you t re going to t ake --~%ris:-gecber!L out 

of cent er fi eld, and he said, yes. 

He said, ~ould you like to try it and I 
I 

j;.J(/,-,( ,v 
said, J of cour se6 I 'Would, so he said, okay, you t re the 

cent erfi elder tomorro~ and from then on I was the cent er-

fielder. I never went back to catChing. I \-Jas a sub-

ICrivJ'~../ 
stitute first baseman for Merkel, l whenever Merkel was 

J1 
p~ 

out o'r the game I became) first baseman. 

I liked to play there. I didn't particu

-tll/t'V"~'1 
larly like the out fi eld because 1---ha:"d been a cat cher 

all of my school days snd semi-pro days and you're in 

the t hi ck of the battle and 'When you're out in the out-

fj eld, you may be out there all day vd.thout a chance, vY( .. 

maybe just 
v-,w , 

play Bornethi ng. backin~;\ some or 

I 'Was the kind of a ballplayer that liked 

to be in the middle of thin ~B and fi ght a Ii t tIe bi t. 

I NrFRVI F1.HFR : What 'Was McGra~ like? 

FR~D ~NODGRASP: Well, he was a great man# 

really a "Wonderful fe 1101r>l. 
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strong,jhot headed kid you kno~, and we didn't always 

Bee alike. He'd ba~l the dickens out of me as he did 

everybody else, for a mental mistake, but not a mechanical 

m1 stake. 
';.Jlj~t'-U! 

McGra~ never got on your baek for a mechani-

cal error. But any mental error, he 'Was allover you 

and he had the most vi cious tongue of any rna n that 
-2- iflvv.. ;fL-(' u....-~iv.A-·JpJ 
- I' 

ever lived, 1 But as I say it was only when you had it 
,, ~ 

eoming to you that you got it. 

No'W I si gnals, no. Men in our time were 

supposed to kno~ how to play baseball and do the right 

thing at the right time. Today they don't dare use their 

o~n judgment, they are told what to do on every darn 

pitch. 

I NTERVI~rER: Pardon me. 

(Telephone call) 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Okay. 

IJ\TTERVIEi,~~: I thought that McGra'W gave 

a lot of signals, I thought, for example, that every 

pitch ~as a McGra~ call. 

hi t and "W hen 
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FRED ~NO~GRAS~: No, no. 
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not to hit,~~h('le sle~ Of/~~' 
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-~t:."/'u~(J-1.A.1!. ~-v-u:Y • 
~o Thatis the dream of some 'Writer that isall 

r lZ'1 \(.,f 
wrong because it isn't so. ~Graw allo~ed initiative 

to his men:\For instance, --. today batters are allo'Wed by 

,f)-V!.' 't" 'v<_. 

permis8ion, ~~ 
Ii 

before the pitch, to hit two 

and nothing, three and one, three and nothing. l~re -weren't. 

Very, very seldoMo 
z~rN~ 

If you ~ere to play, 'Workin~ for McGraw 
(0. £-'1 '" .,' '" J VI , .~ V'--f-<. 0'(; 

in my day a.nd you had two and nothj_ng, you m:i. ght -±eo-k 

at the bench for permission to hit t~o and nothing. You 

seldom got it. If you did it ~as a nod of the head o 

There ~ere no fancy signals going through all this stuff 

you know, a nod of the head or a shake of the head, but 

because ~e had to play for small scores, one run, two 

runs, you ~ere seldom allo~ed to hit two and nothing 

cv~ .... -cL 
or t hr e e,A 0 ne • 

I 'Would like to fu>e playing today and be 

able to do that. I think that averages in my day 'Would 

D-'L--
be m.uch higher if 'We could hit two and nothing 4M three 

and one. 

INr'FRVI Ei,IIrER: But t he avera~e s in your 

day ~ere much hi gher weren't they? 

FRED ~NODGRASS'· : I think so J t h8 r e 'Were 
~ 

more three hundred hitters in-m:y- day than there are today 

~INGT~~~ 
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FRED SN{yDGRA~8: There ~ere many more, the 

difference is so marked. But ~1~nals, no. We ~ere a 

base running club. In 1910, tIl, '12 ~e had seven men 
/2-,y1:~7 

that averaged forty-five bases)-~ forty-five apiece 

~ ~ould be the average. How many do ~e have today ~e 

had one ~0 nd erful, "VITi lIs n Ie st year, stole over a 

hundred, ~hich is unbelievable. I don't kno~ ho'W he 

did it, but he did it, but other than that, look around 

today and see ho'W many bases are stolen. ' 

We had seven men that 'Would steal forty 

or more, and l-Je 'Were a base runni ng club. No"W, "We 

ran on our o-wno 

1 W.ERVIF'~iFR: Did you really? 

FRED f'NQDGRA~S: Ye 8, sir. 

I NTFRVI E'1MFR : 1,,10'W 0 

FRED SNODGRASS: \ATe were told once in . 

e 'While to run and the ~ay he did it, Mac, sitting on 

the bench 'Would - s-t-e-a-l, everybody in the park could 
IL /1'vtAA/ C 

It n h see it. 1~re had Dummy Taylor , you kno~, \ he==-~ on t e 
A 

club and all of us kne-w the sign language, an d Mac would 

look over there and s-t-e-a-l, anybody could see it. 

language. 
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But, ~e hac no compli c at ad sf gns, a s hake of t he he ad, or 

a nod of thehead, or sometting in sign language ~hieh --

the only one ~e had ~as stea[~ and he might just as ~ell 

have said D go on, like that, and you'd go. 

I NTF RVIE1."IER: Whi ch is 'Why I th ink McGraw 
---t-r -f!. .z. .d.iL~;·f.. 
.a-s-e-d intelligent players. 

FRED S NODGRA~S: I thi nk t ha t 's t he answer, 

I think that i s the anSYier. "'fe l-Iere on our o~n, 'We stole 
..,--( . 
J t-<...:. .J U-Vv_p 

'When 'We thought 'We had te---go-, and when the si t ua tion, the 

stage of the game demanded it, and not 'When it didn't, 

of course, if 'We 'Were way behind 'Why that's no good, 

but I think the player in my day 'Was allowed to think 

for himself instead of today having somebody to think 

for himo 

I NT' ERVI E1~TER: Tot he ext en t t hat the re is 

any thi nki n o, in baseball today. Thi sis a que sti on 0 f 
'/-0",:;(,.0.-"'( ci&n . 

how much thinking there is in basebal \{ 'With homer uns vLA.-,'1£t1-t;t 

and so on. 

FRED SNODGRA~~: Yeh, it's different, it's 

entirely different. 

I NTERV1 F\llJE'R : You ment i oned Chri st y 

Mathewson, ~hat kind of a man 'Was he? 

FRED fYNODGRAS.s: Chri st y Mathe'Wson 'Was a 

~onderful, 'Wonderful man. Did you know that he, I'm not 
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saying that he ~as a very religious man but did you know 

that he never dreSS~d~ :r;'d!';ie';er pit ched on Sunday? 

I NT ERVI FNFR: No. I di d nit knolol tha t. 

FRED SNODGRAS~: That's a fact. Never put 

a uniform on, never pitched a ball game on Sunday. 

INTFRVIE1t~fiE'R: Never put the uniform on? 

FR"PD ~NO DG-RASS: No, no, and 0 f ·00 urse, in 

tho sa days, 'We di dn' t nlay Sunday bal] in the far east, 

like Ne'W York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Ptttsburgh, but 

'¥' 
in St. Loui~, Cincinatti,~Chicago, ~e played Sunday 

baseball. But Matty never did. lim not saying that 

he 'Was a very reli gious man but he got started that 'Way, 

I guess because of some beJief he had, and ~hether it 

~as in his contraot or not I don't kno~, but that 'Was 

a fact. 

He did everyt hing 'Well, 0 ut side of baseball. 

He 'Was a checker ohampion in a half a dozen states. He 

played t'Welve boards at a time in checkers. He 'Was 

a good three cushion billiard player, he 'Was a pretty 

h vL. 
._f-i-ne. golfer, he 'Was a ~onderful poker player and he 

tZe~V./1Z", 
made his expenses every year playing poker ~ 'W1:-t-hAall the 

ne'Wcomers coming up, they ~ere deli~hted t 0 be able to 

sit do'Wn at a table 'Where Matty ~as you kno~, and they 

~0uld say I played poker today 'With the great Christy 
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r-1athe'Wson, but Chrl sty 'Was a good poker player and he 

made a lot of money at it. 

He good bridge 
tffo 

played 'Was 8. player, I 

" 
bridge -with him many times, he and McGra'W and the 

president of the club, the o~ner, Mr. Brush, once in 

a 'While the four of us would play bridge. Merkel 'Was 

also a pretty good bridge player. 

But he did everythjng 'Well, he 'Was a fine 

man, hard to know, hard to get close to, but a great 

fr:iend and a man who I thlnk invested his money 'Wisely 
(7![- t-o''l--VlA<.. 

and came out of ba~eball 'Wi th good money, -but he died 

in baseball as you kno'W 0 He got rsas sed in the 'War 

arod it caught up 'With him afterwards, but his son lived 

in t hi. s count y for a 'Whi le and he was a cu stomer of 

mine. 

You kno'W Christy, Jr. got married in 

China. I don't kno~ 'Whether you knew that or not, and 

C<
on his weddj.ng trip he borrowed an airplane from Ching 

1\ , ') jp { 
~ . r'- 'VV~ 

Kai Chek to fly up tohla kin from 'Where it was he W8.! 

married and he crashed on the takeoff. His bride 'Was 

killed and he lost a leg. 

~lell, he later bought a place up here 

at Hidden Valley and he 'Was a customer of mine in my 
/ ' .p' v-o .,1/7A-&/r H_vYV\. 

business, in my store, and his mother came out~a couple 
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times and I sa~ her ~hen she ~as out. Mrs. McGra~ and 

Mrs. Mathe~son ~ere great friends, you kno~J very, very 

close, both of them ~ond'erful people. 
¥- )f- -,""- *" 

I look back ~ith a lot of pleasure to 

bas e baIl. I t ~ as qu i t ' e an e d uc at ion, I mad e ali ttl e 

money out of baseball and bought a ranch, almost when 

I first 'Went int 0 baseball an cit kept me broke all 

the years I played baseball payin~ for that ranch. 

INTERVIl31~: What d:id most of the fello"Ws 
/~~ / t-.'tA- P7-<t_ 

do then? I iM8:~fle i~ an off season you came backto 

the rancho 

FRED SNODGRAS~: I came back to Southern 

California yes, and usually in the fall we'd take a 

barnstorming trip with some group ~nd end up back home 

here, and I didn't actually farm during those years, 

except as a ~hite collared farmer, 'We had a man on the 

ranch --

I NrFRVI ~1ER: 1~ras that thi s r aneh? 

FRED S,NODGRASS: No", no, thl s 'Was over 

near Oxnard. I had a partner over there and ~e o~ned 

it together, bought it in 1910 and sold it in the 

40' s 80 meplaee J but in the meant! me we had bou~ ht tht s 

property over here and added to it and started 'With 

t'Wenty acres here and ended up 'With buyin~ eighteen more 
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in front ano then seventy-one behind us. I ~as t~enty-

five years in the appliance business in Oxnard. 

I N""f1FRVIE1,,1ER: You -- before 1 even get to 

that, you -were traded t 0 Bo ston. 

FRtID SNODGRAS~: I -was released 0 

c. 

I NTER'll E'l,~FER : In 191/: 

FRED ::"NODGRAS S: I 'Was re leased J\c'lA..-h-clvt , 

I NrFRVIEWFR: Ho'W oi 0 you feel 'When thi s 

took place? 

FRED SNODGRASS: , ... fell, I \!las having a bad 

year and I sa'W it coming, I don't think it ~as too much 

o f a s ho e k , too m u c h 0 fa ' s u rp r i s e, and yet i t hurt, 

there's no question about that, but 

I NI'RRVIEl!JFR: Ho~ d1d you fi nd out about 

it? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Ho-w oi.d1 find out about 

it? I think McGra'W told me, I think he told me, as I 

re1Jlember it. I remember Sam Crane -who 'Was a great 'Writer 

in those days, a loIriter that never had anything good 

to say atout :.TOU any time and he "Was alVJays, Sam 'Was the 

kind that pulled you oOVJn and found fault 'With you ,and 

he had been on me for t~o or three years, but ~hen I 

got my release he gave me the finest ~rite up that any-

body could ever have. 
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I had an unconditional release and I 

h a d offers fr om, I think, four or five clubs, and I 

y-f,..£. . 

chrsej\ one that of.fered the most money, whic h happened 
.1--v,-, 

to be the Braves/~ Boston. George T. Stallings ~as the 

manager. They gave me mo re money than I got in New 

York. I could have gone to Philadelphia, to Pittsburgh, 

to Chicago, and so I joined the Braves and fintshed out 

the year 'With them. 
;}6 

We were in Braves field and that ~as 'When 

Braves fIeld fences 'Were 'Way back, you kno~, and anything 

hit bet~een you was a home run, and you couldn't hit 
1/./2.-:(l... J-f,..e.}U,;/4...1 

the ball over the fenee .i=n two tries, and I had -£hi-r-rey 
,~oe 1,I(,t.flt.:'il 

McGee on one side of me and f.t-R5e Relite" on the other 

and they were both slow as the di ckens and I had to 

cover an awfUlI lot of ground cf"Ct.eIU-. 

I had a good field ing year and by gosh, 

the next spring, winter '.oJhen the contracts came I they 

had a 'Wave of economy on the Boston Braves and they cut 

my contract right in the m:i.ddle. 

I NTERVI ElMER: ~To w • f(!<.i. ./v/~A.-clilt - . 
.~I/" ; 

FRED ~mDGRASB: Exac,tly~ Well, that 

started a series of letters back and forth and I think 

that I fm one of the fe-w successful holdouts, I never 

got any more money ana T never Dlayed any more. 
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I NTERVIF1I\~: Oh, you jus t, that 'Was it huh? 

FRED ~'NODGRASS: Yes. 

I NrERVI EWER: I'll be 

FRED SNODGRASS: I 'Was li ving in Lo s 

Angeles and sellin~ automobiles and doing very 'Well at 
(J-1Ah'..Jl-~{i 

it and Tom Grammerty, wo ~ the "Vernon" Club in the 

Pacific Coast League ~ould eome do~n to the automobile 

agency there, 05 t'Wo or three times a 'Week, and he'd 

say, 'Well have you got your release yet. They ~ere 

dead last in the Pacific Coast League, had nobody, no 

money to buy players to improve their club and he ~ as 

lookin~ for somebody to help him that "Wouldn't cost 

him anything see, so he'd come in there t~o or three 

times a ~eek. 

No, no, still corresponding, and finally 

I got a letter after about t ~o months, that their out-

field had finally shaped up to the point where they 

thou,~ht they could get along without me and they 'Were 

givin~ me my release, because I had kept demanding it, 

I went there as a free agent and they ha.d no ri[tht to 

ho 1 d me if the y d 1 d n ' t woo t me 0 r d t d n 't 'Wan t top a y the 

money_ 

So, that ~as on Thursda.y and Tom ~as in 

there that day, talked me 1.nto play1.na, in the Pacifie 
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Coa st League, I hadn't played any ~i nt er baseba11, I 

hadn't touched a baseball, I joined the Vernon Club 

on Friday and on Saturday heput me in to play shortstoPI 

of all position!. 

I NrE'RVIE!~.TER: Short stop. 

(Laughter) 

You ~ere a fast man, I'm surprised he -
{71~NJ--

FRED ~rODGRASS: The fi rst ball) "Wss hi t 

to me, it ~as one of those that ~as hit ' by the third 

Cv'~~_L ;'u?_, 
baseman, wbefr the shortstop ~oes over and has that lon~ 

---y!.1... "-j d}l/Y~'C 

t bro'W and . ,-l'~ 'Went ri gh t 'Wi t h t he ballo 

I played every position on that Vernon 

team for the balance ·of that year, except pitch, every 

sjngle one of them, here and there, and there, they 
y-tte-<-! / '--0--1'/ ~i~'v i-~a.. . 

didn't have any players and ~I playea more seccnd base 

than anything else, because my arm ~as so bad, it 'Was 

about as far as I could thro~9 from second base to 

fi rat. 

After that year I quit, I nlayed about 

a half a ye ar in the Coast League. 

INTFRVIE~~R: Then you 'Went back to ' the 

automob1. Ie agency? 
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you seem to have had a lot of things ready to step into, 

Iv 
'Was that true for most of youAfellovvs? 

FRED SNODGRASS: No, I don't think so. 

I NrFRVI ElAIER: 1111hat di d t hey do? 

FRED SNODGRA~S: Well, I've seen crap 

games. at the end of the 'World series and most of the 

participants go home broke. That I never did. I 'Was 

not a gambler, I didn't play poker. I liked to play 

bridge, something like that, but to get into a crap 

game or a poker game, I never could see it. 

INTEHVIEWER: Did McGra'W permit th :i s on 

the team? r 
FRED SNODGRAg'S: j\ Poker 'Was limi te,d to 

-z." 0-1'," :5 Y:t.--Yv'\ ... €./..2_ 

8. eertajn ' amount but they'd kick it {:tu-=a ce::r.:t;g:in::::gmg:tl~ · · 
)i 

and you cou] dIose q l1i te 8. Ii ttle money playing. 

I NTFRVI ~,rFR: ~ -W8!n f t injurious to the 

ball club? 

FRED SNODGRAS·f': No J I don't thi nk eo. 

I don't think so, because McGra-w 'Would police it to 

the extent that nobody got hurt too badly, but a crap 
f~' 

game after the world series~money is distributed ~ 
/ 

this 'Was something he had no control over. 
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If they ~anted to thro~ their ~orld serie's money a~ay, 
v1,../'u.~.-t.!. .. 

of course 'We had ~ losing share s, but I d@fl ht- k m~~!·-<-

'{;~l.« 'k ,_~~~ V:~ 
the 13·e~t ··en pIa ye rs would go home broke, but very fal'f 

of them Matty I think bought stocKS and did very 

'Well by it, maybe one or two others in my day did, but 

the rest of them 'Would take the money that they might 

have saved during the year and go hunting and fishing 

and probably spend it. 

I don't think that many of the players of 

my day came out of baseball 1!d t h anyth:ing, it 'Was just 

too bad. 

INI'FRVIRl-,,!FR: T,\.~at did they do "When they 

got to be the very young age of thirty-five or so? 

FRED ~NODGRAS.s: I had in mind, for instance 

the pitcher 'We had on our club -- I called over to 

Los Angeles a cauDle of years ago, down and out, he 

'Was living in the Gates Hotel and his bills ~ere being 

paid by the 'Baseball Players Nat1.onal Group you kno'W, 

and there 'Were too many of t bose. 

If you've ever seen the little booklet 

they put out every year, about the cases that they 

take care, former players that are iII and In hospi tals 

orr est ho me sand 0 t he r pIa cas, even at home, t h at the y 

foot t m bills and ~i va them money to li va on, they do 
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, 
the i~ame~ and that VJas the famous Merkel bonehead, and 

I never blamed Merkel because we lost five games af t er 

th8t! 

Any~ne 0 f t hem ~ould have made the 
I 

difference in ~jnnjn~ the pennant. 

I NTER'll ~.TFR: Oh, sure. 

FRED SNODGRASS: And then in that famous 

playoff game, this is rather interesting, ~e talked it 

over in the clubhouse before the game, how in the world 

'We could g.et Frank Chance out of this game, because 
;:1 

Frank Chance al-ways hjt Matty pretty 'Well, and 'We felt 

if we could .get him out some ~ay that w.e had a better 

chance of ~inning that playoff and the pennant. 

So it ~as cooked up that McGinty was to 

pick a fight l,.1ith Frank Chance before -- just as the 

game started, meet him on the foul line~ end he did, 

Bnd he steoped on his shoes and he aetually spit on 

him, and Fra.nk would not fi'gh't, he 'Was .iust too smart, 

he 'Wouldn't fi ght. )t .. £ ~ t-t/-e 'U2 ~o ftA- 21'(<< )aZLd'"ck - c-lb-(u'-;.~ 
~I I . :fI L4"c 
v 1 ,'l '/! 'ft.Cbance and McGinty. (df course. ~ didn It 

need McGinty, but they needed Chance, and Chance ~as 

too smart, he 'Wouldn't fight, so that was --

I NTERVIElAfER: Speaking of incident s on the 

field I read some~here about a famous inc1.dent involving 
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2 a ~onderful job o 

3 We didn't have a pension then you kno~, 

4 in those days that they have today and the ball player to-

5 day, he's in a pretty good busjness because he's going 

6 to be t aken care of. In my day the players that failed 
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_,~_ vt.- '1"'<24/- --c~-I- (A/~G-4 o~ ?~;-t:..D &-tdv..- r t 
to save their money orlreally ~ork to increase their 

11 --
e a pit a1 the y f e 11 by the 'Way sid e • iZv--t!1 1t~/2-e, I'l-e ~.:!-trz:/~ -
r-j..,; J.. ./''1 /\ ",'-1<:> rJ'-€;V1.A...; '" v t-CrC eC!..-- C",,-, U , -d/ (Musi C 0 f some sort overridi ng vo ice s. ) 

Thank God they are, they've done a wonderful 

job. A ~onderful job. 

INTFRVIE'tAffi'R: Do you remember the first 

game you played in the big league? 

FRED ~NODGRAS8: No, no I don't. I know 

I hit three hundred that thirty games, the first year 

I played. Ended up with an even three hundred. 

INrERVIEWE'R: Had you always 'Wanted to 

be a ball player? 

FRED f.mDGRAS~: ][ think so jI but to tell r&~j 

the truth I couldn't name the clubs in the t T.lVO big 
,~.\t-/'lA/'ie-t~, ~-cl .-tJ-y I'lli ( ~b,y t:/.AJ-) • 

1 ea gue 8 ~ hen I 'Was 1:nt-r~ a - to ' pl-a-y-"~-::bB:I1- . I c cuI dn 't 

name the cl ubs ~ 

(Music overriding voices o ) 

-- because all through my career, if a kid 

~anted to talk to me I al~ays talked to him, but Fred 
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Raymer on the I~os An~eles Club ~as the only man on that 
.A.-'f: 

club that ~ould talk to a boy. and I never forgot~ 
A 

(Musi c again overri di ng. ) 1Y: { .- )/o--v"ni<2. e"fz 
/~LJ.J--1-z,:.-£-.~ ~-cj /J-1--{../v<-ci--

~e \olere a contender for the pennant and 

you kno\ol ho~ the gates ~ould open and tbe people ~ould 

come on the field am 'We'd be sitting on the bench or 

in our position and if you ~ere on the Giants bench when 

the game \olas over you ran like the dickens do~n to 

the right field corner to get into the clubhouse before 

t he pe 0 pIe c ou 1 d co me 0 1) t top at you 0 nth e b a c k see. 

That's all they 'Wanted to do ~as come out 

and touch you, or something like that, or con~ratulate 

you or something, but that ~as the reason that Fred 

Merkel got into that a~ful jam. 

I NTERVIE'WER: Were you there then? 

FRED S NO DG HA 8 ~: 0 h , yes, and t hat's 

exactly the 'Way it happened. Fred Merkel ~as a sub
e 

sti tute, Fred Tinney was the ··.fi rst baseman and he and 

the rest of us 

(Music a~ain overriding speaker) 

and ducked in under the stands where 

they dreseed and so they didn't see the thlngs that 

happened, that McGinty intereepted the ball and thre'W 

it upin the left field bleachers, but here's thousands 
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d~t.·l.-1..-C..1l ~ 

of people milling around the infield and Frank S:eaaeffer 
9-cJ-e <1..- L-L ~17'"" )i- ~{.."t..L/1!'\l_/ 
v h W1Uf :in t e dressing room .~ the umpi.:~sAd--r-agge-rl them 

/ (-~ <--' '-L ... - ,F <--O--O-/~ <..........,r· Y ("<..<-<1-~
. -:!...L' :r1 /", ,.J., ., A f7 -1 

both out there and ~tt let them f1ni~fi 

(Music overriding speaker's voice.) 

-- and 'We lost the double header to 

Ci nci nat t i. si--- W?i-cJ i7Z(:. !..<?/-r/vv~ 

I NrERVIFll!ER: That 'Was Rube's first game, 
/V1..(../'.A~ 

and he got hit pretty hard the first~. J " 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Yah, and then ~e ~ent 

to Philadelphia 'Where ~e had seven games in five days. 

We had to ~in four out of seven to 'Win the pennant if 

'We then beat the Braves four games, and if the Cubs 

~on all of theirs. 
c~,e-l_,<Jj{;l~ 

That VJas the time that GaTill:a pitched 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday and beat us three games. 

We had to 'Win five out of seven, I'm sorry, five out 

of seven and he beat us three games, Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday. 

Then ~e had to go to Boston and ' w~n four 
¥-- -tt£vve.-

games over t here to ti e t he Cubs, ~e had tha t famous 
tvLlt"',o.1{ ~~f-{~1A.~-J t .. r- 'h(.f.-1jc-~ 

playoff game,~ So ~)'Was sucked in going to 

the clubhouse because he'o been in the habit of doing 

that every day because of the ~ay the crowd came do~n 

A-tt tL4j'~ 
you brought t re subject up that does t he cro~d do after 
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2 you and Mayor Curley, but it ~asn't very clear exactly 

3 ~hat it ~as all - about. 

4 FRED ~NODGRAS·f.: Do you ~ant to he ar it? 

5 I NTERVIEW'E'R: Ye s. 

6 FRED f'NODGRASf': WeI1, thi sis qui te an 

7 incident that ~e had. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2.3 

24 

INTFRVI EFER: I can see you Ire ati 11 

amused by think:ing about it. 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Yah. (Laught er) 1,!ell, 

this ~as in 1914 ~hen the Braves at the 4th of July 

were in last place and they made this ~onderfUl climb 

up the ladder until at Labor Day, a double header, they 

had a chance to pass the Giants for the first time. 

The Giants had been leading all along the line. 

We played then a morning game and an 

afternoon game, and they won the morning game and 

practically tied us and then came the afternoon game o 

"'Tell, the Braves field had not been built then and 

Vie 'Were playing 1_n a little band box in the national 

league ~hich ~ouldn't hold enough people, BO they 

borro~ed Fen'Way Park for this double header and so \lJe 

were playing on the American League team rie~ • 

Well. (Laughter) ~e had a big inning about 
-r~ 

the -- George 'P;=we !'~ ",as pi t ching for Bo ston, Chri sty 
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M at he \of son ow a s pi t chi ng fo r t be Gi ants and a.lo ng in the 

six~ or seventh inning ~e han a big inning and scored 

four runs and I came up to bat "W Ithout anybody on bases 

'With the ecore four to nothj.ng in favor of the Giants, 

and of course, they couldn't pass the Giants that day 

because they were going to be beaten. 

Tyler took four shots at me, I 'Was in the 

dirt four times. The fourth one hi t tb e button on my 

cap and on my 'Way to fi rat base I 'Went through the 

pit e hi np-; box. 

(I laughter) 

And J stood out in front of that guy and 

I called him eve:rythj ng I eou] d think of, every ad je ctive 

in the book, and he never said a ~ord back to me and 

finally ~hen I ran out of adjectives, I ~ent on over to 

fir!t base. 

There 'Were t-wo out at the time. Well, the 

cro~d, the tremendous ero~d inthat field, 'We had a 

t'Wo base rule because they 'Were standing all around, 

right behind my back in centerfield you kno~, and so 

I got to f1. r at base finally and Tyler took the ball 

and to ssed it up in the air and dropped 1. t, e. pantomime 

of the fact that I had t-wo year a be fore drc pped thi s 

fly ball in the World ~eriea. 
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Well, the cro~d .1u~,t started to hoot am 

boo and hiss me 'Who 'Was an tnnoeent guy, the fello~ 

he d t ak e n fo ur s hot sat me, t r i edt 0 h 1 t me, and I 

hadn't done anything, but they started to hoot and hiss 
,/1 

#me. 
INTERVIFl.iFR: They l-Jere disa'ppointed at 

lo~i ng 0 

FRED SNODGRAS~: Yes, that t s it. Well, 
.... " ·i '( 1.\ ,J7/'[.t.""',.(...f· ~---

If' io/ ~ -"~ C 
~ l-Jas the next hitter and, he forced me at second 

by a mile I and in t to se days -we had le ft our gloves 

out in the ft e1 d, you kno~ I t hey don I t do it anymore, 

and I l-Jas out a mile at second b 8se and during the 

moment of the play the cro-wo quieted you kno"W, and 

the minute I 'Was out the hootinr! and hisS. ng and booing 

at art ed a.ga1 n. 

As I eros sed second base going fur my 

glove, to'Ward the cro'Wd that ~as on my playin~ field 

out the re I thumbed my nose at the ~hole bunch of them 

and that 'Was the signal for all the pop bottles and 

trash of any kind tha t anybody had,; to thro'W at me, see I 

but I 'Was still too far 8.'Way and nGbody hit me. 

Well, Doyle came in and all the bunch 

came in and 'We huddled around there, andhere 'Was all 

this broken glass on the field and ~e ~ere standing there 
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and a guy jumps out of his box by the home bench onto 

the field, he had a lon~ tailed coat on and he had 

spats on and a derby hat and he ~alked out to Bob 

Fmsley, ~ho ~as the umpire at fir~t base, and he says 

I ~ant that man Dut off the field. 

None of the players knew 'Who he wa.s you 

kno~, and so Fmsley said, ~ell you have to see Bill 
J<: 
l~lem, he's :i n charge of the fi eld, so he -walked on to-

~ard home plate and Clem ~alked out to meet him and 
/2. 

.~·lem chases him off the field. 

~lell., the man loJas Mayor Curley, and it 

was just before elect ion tine, so he 'Was making a grana 

stand play for votes, 'Well -- 'We lIIent do'Wn to the ninth 
en/v+-

inning and I jumped up off the bench to run~ to my 

posit i on and I got to third base and I heard McGrali 

hollering his head off at me, and he said, Hey, Sno, 

~no, lihera you going? 

I looked around in amazement because my 

job 18 out in centerfield. He says, get back here, 80 

,~vUJ /LQ 'k.-C-'C 
I 'Went back there, and he said -~.m=::a:i::t:I:!-t g,olng out tbere 

,~Le. 
-wj th that cro-wd at your back, somebody'd kill youA He 

looked up and do~n the bencb and he said, Hey Bob, 

(Bob BelCher) you kno~, a big left bander, fast as 

fudt-~ 
lightening, led the Ie ague in stolen ba.ses unti 1 Wills 

1\ 
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beat him last year. 

He said, Bob,you go out there and play 

centerfield, and he said, Sno, you and you and you, 

y-- <--t c ·L l 
get in a eab and go back to the hotel~ / (.. '-<--;;-~VI FZlr.L-~~ 

I NTERVI EWER: You 'We nt in your uni fo rms 

in the eab. 

FRED SNODGRASS': Yah, because v.e ~ere 

playing in a borro~ed park that one day see o ~o I 
._ ---.. 

'Y -. '~-. .--- --- .~-

got in the cab and 'l-le went on to the hotel (safely)) a.nd 
'---.-'-

the fello~s told me after~ards ~hen the third out was 

made, that Bob Belcher, he beat the third baseman to 

t he bench. 

(Laughter) 

That ~as Mayor Curley. I al~ays thou ~ht 

after~ards, ~hen he got into trouble and ~as in the pen 

up there I should have 'Wri tten him a note. I had a 

lot of stormy things happen, stories really, in the 
/S.-~keAJ 

i.'lorld Serie s that I spiked ''Ma-J'{):tf'''" you kno'W 0 

INTERVIBWER: Was that when you hit the 
. J ./-- I tn. __ " -Z L ~ ., ") j ? 

l...-rt.'VJ.. -v_ v:'-e j{r -r r r...-<-e. / /'"J1..dA./u.(-! /!' /V~ /~-/(~-"\.... t-wo home runs? 

FRFD SNODGRASS: That 'Was ~ the series 

yes, ~ I spiked him t-wice. You knoVl, 10Ie had been 
a~L/ 

told by friends that ·~ lAas spike shy, that he'd 

get out of your ~ay at third base if the occasion arose, 
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and -- 'Well, to go back to the first '5ame of that World 

Series, ~ years before ~hen Matty had pitched three 

shut outs against Philadelphia, the Athletics, and 

McGinty the othe r one, you kno'W, they ~on four straight, 

the team. had been d reseed in black broadcloth uniforms. 

So superstitiou! MeGra~, and he was Buper-

stitious, he ordered new black broadcloth uniforms 

for t his Athletic Series. So 'We 'Were a.ll dressed in 
(r·~. L . 

black an d 'We 'Went out) to the fi eld first and 'We sat 

on the bench 'Waiting for the Athletics to come by 
,/lJ-r..~:'/h¥:-a.l /~" 

us to get to the heme bench, and all of theee fello'Ws 

on the bench had a file and a shoe off and we were 

sharpening our spikes'p fi gurinf-S that might h8ve some 

effect on them because we 'Wanted all of them to get 
A '1j-e.' t-e.'. G.{_ ~<2<..I'2.(A."""1-'[,1/'l./--~ cLu-f- -v:- L{./~ 

out of our 'Way, i1P- .. 'We; were going thr ough the i.dea of 
l/f/'e.r( rf7/i.../~, 

sharpening our spikee, and 'We really r gffV'e them the 
If 

devil you kno-w. 

Well, I happened to be the first man 

on second base that had occasion to try to get into 

th1.rd and Coombs I thi.nk 'Was pitching and thro'Wing his 

beautiful curve in the dirt, and the catcher 'Was having 
.e-cl 

trouble and they had a little pas5Aba11 ,and I lit out 

for third base. Baker had been told that ~e had been 

told that he ~ag spike shy) and h~ just had guts enough 
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tot ry to b I 0 c k me 0 f f t hat ba s e, so he loi a s do ~ non hi s 

knee! in front of the bag \olith the ball waiting for 

me to slide. Well, I couldn't hook it in or out because 

he'd ride me right off, and so all I could do ~as to go 

hard ' int 0 him and try to upset him loihich I did and I 

was safe, and in doing so I cut his pants, from his knee 

clear to his hip. 

Well they ~ent out and got another pair 
+. £t.. -·f{'cu/;I.../I'~.~" 

of pants~ and they put another pair of pants on him at 

third base and the game proceeded, but this same play 
.-tZ.cf._ 

happe ~d aga:in three innings later, same pas~\ ball, 11m 

on second base, and this time rim out, and I ripped his 

pant s again, maybe a little abraei on 0 n hi s 1 eg, not 

a cut, no blood, no nothing like that, but I ~as the 

dirtiest guy in baseball. 
r~, /!.. I a.. ,-}l.~~.;:>.l l,;w11.l. J~ £1.- l. '~o '!"'~ J -

Hal Chase
A 

wrote great stories about what 

what a dirty player I was and oh, nobody published a 

picture of it, because they said I jumped in waist high 

y ou see, which wasn't a fact at all. They ~anted to make 

it -- and t hen 'What happened, 'We had fi va days of raing 

that 'Was the World S·eries that didn't get over until 

the last of October. 

I NrERVI EWER : 1911 • 

FRJID S NO DG RA S' ~: Fi v e day S 0 f r a1 nand t he 
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ne~s'paper men had nothing to 'Write about except the 
N ~ Ik l2.e,'l..,-

dirty Snodgrass sPik1.ng! and they built that thing 

up and up and up until Raker -- the bone sho'Wed from 

the knee to the thigh, see. 

Actually that 'Was in the press, the paper, 

and every de.y that the game 'Was actualJy called off 

in Philaoelphia, ~e fello~s had our ~ives in Ne~ York 

and 'We'd jump on the train and go back to Ne'W York, 

Ie a.ve the Maj esti c Hot el -where -we 'Were staying, 'We 

had permission to do it, and some cub reporter comes 

ih there I looking for a story, and some of t rn fello'Ws 

that didn't go home or didn't go to Ne'W York, some 

wag got a hold of this reporter and said, 'Well, didn't 

you hear, some fanatic came in here and shot Snodgrass 

and they got him in the hospital and he's about to die. 

1,~Jel1, you kno'W, they didn't have radio, 

and that thin~ got on the~ire and came out here and 
- ~ '"(1/.1 ~L-fl-<jI~-~y f.A4.-) Lt '> 

my father ..anG-(my mother ~ in Ne'W York) and my father <-~v ttz" 

thought I was dead, that I haa been killed by this 

fanatic and it 'Was a half an hour before the press, the 

wire contrs,d:icted that, but thi s -- Tr400eVer it 'Was filled 

this cub re'porter up full of crap on thiso 

INTERVIEWER: Speaking of reporters, some-

times I get the lm.pre asian and I just don I t kna~ ho~ 
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true it is, ho~ many ballplayers are made by the press, 

you kno~, ho~ many ball players are considered great 

or bad by the fane because of the prese more th an be-

ceuae of ~hat they actually do? 

There' a an a-wful lot of ba] Iplayers that 

pla y every day, day in md day out and do Ii fi ne job, 

/1( 
if you ask most fans they never really heard thel name? ,., 

FRED SNODGRAS~: I th1. nk you've got a point 

t here. We have to now cOTpare too old days with the 

ne~ days, because it ~as entirely different. When 'We 

travelled in those earl1.er games, in earlier years, 

/S--o~~~~~ __ 
'We had perhaps four newspaper men, Sid Mercer, ~rga~ 

~ Bulger ,~am Crane and -- \Iolhat 'Was the other one 

that had the Cancer deal, youkno~, well, any~ay 

they ~ould travel with us,but they didn't bother, they 

'Wrote the game as they saw it, they didn't sit do~n 

~ith us and ask questions. 

They didn't come into the clubhouse after 

a game, won or lost and see ho'W you took it. They just 

simply ~ent to the ball game and they ~rote the game 
'{tJ·{t ; / 1..C 

up on its merits. 1"rhat do they do today? ~Thy, there in 

t -he clubhouse 15:~we, before the game, ano after the 

game, and they ~rite all these stories, and they inter-

vie'W you ' constantly no",. 
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INTERVIEWER: It must be important no~, 

today, whether a player gets along ~ith the reporters. 

FRED ~NODGRASS: I think it's most lmpor-

tant, most imnortant. No¥w look at Vi. nc e Scully ¥wi th 

the Dodgers and othe r c1ubs the same way, after each 

game they interview some individual ¥who ha.s had a 
~tY(.. 

pretty gooclnight and brlng out all these different 

points, and today you go into a press box and take your 

seat there as a newspaper man and in fr o nt of you are 

loads of statistics of every player that I s going to be 

in t hat game today, ~hat he has done all through his 

1 i f e in ba s e b a 1 J., itt saIl the r e pr i nt e din fro nt 0 f 

him. 

It's given to every ~riter • I was amazed 

to sit up in Candlestick Park in the press box and see 

the statistics that are given to everybody that's in 

that tremendous big press box. You don't have too look 

:1.t up, it's all done for you and every day it's 

different, all compiled you ; see. 

''''"e II, t he s e me nth e y did n 't have t he s e 

thjngs 1n our day, they didn't have it. We didn't have 

the radio, ~ho were you talking to, all you did was 

~rite for a newspaper. 

I~ERVIF~~R: Did you have much contact with 
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2 the 'Writers. 

3 FRED SNODGRA~S : Only on trains. 

4 I NrERVIffiAffi'R: ~o it really did n' t mat ter 

5 much 'Whether you were buddy buddy ~ith a 'Writer or not, 

6 or 'Whet her you did n' t get . along --

7 FRED SNODGRASS: Oh, I think to some ext ent. 

8 No'W I mentioned Sam Crane a 'While ago for instance. He 

9 'Was a guy that al~ays tore everybody ao'Wn. I don't 

10 kno'W that you could have been buddy buddy-wit-h Sam 

11 Crane, I don tt think you eould get t hat close to him. 

12 Hl s type of pape r "Was the knockin~ type of paper, they 

13 ~ere aI1,~ ay s finding fault. 

14 No-w, I do kno"W that in certain towns we 

15 always felt, in Cincinatti, for instance, that the 

16 Cincinatti Inquirer ran the ball el ub. He told the 

17 

. _ .. 1-(..<. ~ .:(:~Nd 
[ I- -. (f 

manager 'When to play a -!!~t-irlgngame or the mistakes 

18 he made the day before, and put him on the spot, but 

19 John MeGra'W, I don't believe he ev~r read a ne'Wspaper, 

20 the spo rting page I mean. 

21 Nobody 'Was going to dictate to that man 

22 

23 

24 

how to run his ball club. We never had a meeting on 

the Giant s the eight years I was there before a ball 

game. The only meet:lng that 'We ever had as a meeti 'bg 

~as to divide up the World Serie's money. 

WA::>HINGT uN: o FFiCE 

131 I G STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON !S, D. C. 

METROPOL.ITAN 8.0889 

I!SO NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

WORTH 4.7:589 

~-~-'='~~~ 
23::S0 OCEAN CREST BLVD. 

FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I. 

GRANITE l.tl20~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

111 8 
(!) 

~ 

a: 9 
w 
> 
0 10 
u lL 

lL 
< 

til "" 11 "" til 
(!) !!! 0 

..J Z 
Z~< 

- ~ ffi 12 f-D."" til 0: 
a: l!l 0 

Z a. 
o 1= ~ 13 0: 
0.0 111 

a. a. 
WIIJ~ 

0: 0 
a:IIIZ 14 a. III 

>- ... 
"" UI o 0 

W ZIII III _ 
... lL 15 C til i= 

0: 
III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
l-
e:( 

z 18 

19 

2.0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

~ 
~ 

25 

50 

I NTFRVIT?\IlrsR: Is tha t ri ght? 

FRED ~NODGRA~S : Never a meeti.ng. Today 

you al~ays have a meeting, every day, you sit do~n and 

you discuss ~hat you're going to do or ~ho you're 

playing, ~here they hit, ho~ they hit and how you're 

going to pitch to them and all that sort of thing. 

We never had a meeting and I 'm telling 

you the truth, not one meeting in the eight years I 

was there did ~e have a meeting. No~, ~hen I went to 
"~ // IJ • h ~ Vl:\...~/t:..,L/t,,-, I(L, 

the Braves, ~y ad meetingso He had a meeting be-

fore the game and duri ng the practi c e, 'ae-sused to go 

in the clubhouse sit there and talk for a ~hile, and 

the n go back on the field again. 

INrFRVIE1MFR: Not the kind of manager 

that McGra'W 'Was, 'Was he, or simil ar? 

FRED ~:NODGRASS: Similar, in that he 'Was 

just as -- I d 0n't like to use the expression f oul 

mouthed, but he ~as. He never dressed in a uniform 

but he'd 'Wear his pants out sljding up and do'Wn the 

be nch you knot.J, he 'Was, oh gee, he 'Was - umm, t hat type I 

like McGra'W, yes. Very much like HCGra'W o 

But --. it 'Was fun to play for him to. 

It 'Was fun to play for McGra'W. I remember one time, 

you asked about signs a 'While ago, I 'Was on fir st base 
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2 one ti ~e and MeGra~ openly gave me the sign to run with 

3 

")-h .L-Vlh._/x-7 

And he g ave ~4err.r the hi t and run sign, the next ballo 

4 behind me, and Yole didn't play hlt and run too often, 

5 very, ver y seldom d:ld 'We play hi t and run. 

6 
The Dlayers am ong themselves could make 

7 
it up and try it, but that wasn't the kind of a game 

8 
that ~e played, but anyway they had a ~ood left handed 

9 
pi teher in there that day, he had a sv.Jell move toft. rst 

10 
bas e, and I 'Was suppos ed t 0 run on the next pi tch and 

11 
J go t a lousy start because I wanted to be sure the 

12 
ball 'Was going to the plate and not goi ng to first base. 

13 
They didn't call the balks in t mse days 

that they eall today. A fello~ eou l d pick you off first 
14 

base pretty easy. if you ~ere leaning the wrong ~ayo 
15 

16 

I.A. tJ-. C-A J(""fP\L 
MJtrry h:i.t )-the~ looping ball over srmrtstop and the 

~ . 

short stop runs out l n left field and keeps turning 
17 

around and here I am turning second base and he finally 
18 

catches the ball and doubles me at first base. There 
19 

Vv~I,-.i? _ 

20 
lt~"e) only t'Wo out s and I got t a go back to the bench. 

I go back there and McGra~ says ~hy ~eren't 
21 

you running. I sald I ~as runntng. He says I told you 
22 

to run. I said ~ell the guy had a good move I had to 
23 

be sure it was going out the right way. The third out 
24 

~as made the next one and I started out for centerfield 
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2 as fast as I could. He said that'll cost you fifty 

3 dollars. I said I 'Was running. That's fifty more, and 

4 by the time I got to eenterfield I o~ed him five hundred 

5 do11ars. I 'Would turn around and say somethtng and he 
tJ.-v_<.J-

6 'Wou Id add fi fty bucks, ~ I t hi nk it \oIas aoo ut ten days 

7 to payday, 'We got paid t~ice a month, and I 'Worried about 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

that fi ve hundred no lIars. I ne eded that to pa y on t he 

ranch. 

He never took it. 

I NT ERVI m~fER : (Laughter) He didn't. 

FRED S'NODGRASS: No, but he was insisting 
r(ZvcJ..A--

that I 'Wasn't runntng and J I should have been. I · should 

obey orders, ~ he gave them so seldom, to do a thing 

you know, because usually you're on your own, but that 

"Was the type of guy he 'Was. 

I NTERVI EI,olER: . You .ment i on five hundred, 

"What was the salary like in th oae days? The big league. 

FRED S·IDOORASS: Oh, I don't kno'W and I 

\oIouJdntt llke to have you publish t his in book form or 

any other ~ay, but I don't be1ieve that Christy Mat~e~son 

ever got over ten thousand dollars. The most I ever 

got I think 'Was seventy-five hundred dollars. 

But you must remember this ~as all take 

~ home pay, ana a dollar 'Was a dollar in those days. 

I 

~'lI7'- ~ 25 '---__________ -------1 
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That wae the)difference. We .~e' a couple players getting 2 

3 eighty to a hundred thousand dollars today maybe, but 

4 ho~ much is take home? They're in a very high bracket 

5 you kno~o 

6 I NI' ERvT EWER : Yes. 

7 FRED SNODGRAS~: Very high bracket o 

8 INTERVIEWFR: Did you ~ear numbers on the 

9 back of your uniforms? 

10 FRJ?D ~, NODGRAS'S: No numbers, no names. 

11 INTERVIEWER: I forget who told me that 

12 first 0 

13 FRED SNODGRASS: No announcer. 

14 I NrERVIEWER: That's why you hear t he old 

15 cry you had to buy a scorecard to kno~ the playerso 

16 
FRED ~:NODGRASS: That r s right, no aecouncers 

17 no br~ dcasting system. No radio, none 0 f that. 

18 I NI'ERVIE''' .. 1FR: Did you enjoy playing? 

19 FRED SNODGRASS: Yes~ very much, I'd do 

2,0 1 t allover again, I 'Woul d, I cart ainly ".ould, and I 

21 had a stormy career, you knoVJg in baseball, I had to 

22 Ii ve 'Wit hit for ye ara -- oh, ye s you're the guy that 

23 dropped the fly ball aren't you? 

24 1 NI'ERVIFWER: Oh, really? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Oh, yes, for years and 
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years, ~hen I'd be introduced to somebody. 

I NTE'RVIEWRR: No ki ddi ng? 

FRED SNODGRASS: And they'd start to say 

somethjng and stop you kno~, afraid of hurting my feel-

i ngs 0 

INTERVIEWER: How did you feel ab out it 

after a -while? 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Ob, I d1 d n' t 10 s e any 
,f-f~C1/Vi., ~ ~ 

1t.forld Series, I never took ~t f'or losing any World 

Seri es. 

I NTERVIE11\lER : 1~ell, they did that to 

Merkel you kno~, and about Ralph Brancats pitch to 
. (j/ .L()7/'../ 

Bobby n%./]/'1' 11 in the World ~; erie s, and you can multiply 

i t by any number of things. 
/-&1A_.c:..~ .• '(A_A _..(!,c--L 

FRED SIDDGRASS: I ~as terribly ~t a 

few years ago 'When the Gillette people 'Were putting out 

this little book of facts that 'Was edited by Hy Turkin, 

a baseball ~riter, and he compiled an encyclopedia of 

players and ~ 1t 'Was 'Well done and authentic and right, 

but he edited this little book of facts that they gave 

a~ay 'With the sale of a razor, so some friend of mine 

said to me, have you see the book and I ~ said no, and 

he eaid, 'Well you better get one, he said, they've got 

a sectlon :t.n there of heroes and goats' and he saldS) 
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you t re the go at in it, in t hi s t hi ng, so J got a hold 

of one and read it and Hy Turktn said, that 'Pred Snodgrass 

a centerfielder for the Giants, dropped an easy fly 

ball and let the tying and 'Winning runs score. 

I NTERVI EWER: Rea 11 y? ~4Jf- is , i H ..... fh- 'Jf l/~/I- ~ 

FRED ~NODGRAS~: Oh, sure, but t his error 

happened in the 10th inning, the first man up in the 

lath inning and I did drop that fly ball, I took it 

i .t../ ,;L £c CL 

a~ay from My"rry, Mfrry called for it first, great big 
.1. It . It. /I 

i -<-- a... 
high fly, half 'Way bet~een M?rry and I, and he called 

for it first and the 'Way ~e worked I had preference 

·e£ rf/ /-- ,l-
over ~ right field so there I d never be a collision, 

0 1.f£.--<L1! ) 

so I said, no, I'll tak e it., ~ I dropped the darn 

thing. It -was so high that t hts fello~ was sitting on 

seco nd base before I picked it up see. 

I Nl'ERVI@!'lER: 1t.J~119 then a fter that -
/{;~e-'L 

FRED SNODGRASS: ~-r was the next hitter, 

and the 10th inning in the 8th game of a 'World series, 

'We ~ere j ust certain he 'Would move that guy over to 
\1- tf-&-u1 r -c>...-

3rd base ~bee-8Fee of ~ tie you see, so my position 

out in centerfield ~aB fairly close in behind second. 

Matty ~as guarding the guy back to the bag so that ~ we 

cut- r t'Ll..rLC.( 

could get h1rn~on the bunt, and I ~as tn pretty close, 

fi. gur1ng if the ball got by in any 'Way ltd keep him 
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~Z' f7hdL 'ci /j:v4 t~ 

from going ~~thero <:;:Me hit one over my head and I 
rt...c<.-. t--

made one of the greatest pJa ys of ~A 'Whole World 

S!eries, caught that ball, and almost doubled him at 

second. The guy ~as turning third, you kno~, he thought 
'{'t.J2.tt: 

it 'Was go ne, and.#) had to make a deci st on on the play tZJ- ,-:J. . --r:~[ 

i t ~as so close. 

h--elP) That t s one out. Then Matt y 'Wal ked Yerke s 

-wi th the 'Winnin:::t. run, unfortunately, and up comes 

Speaker 'With one out, and 'What does he do -- you could 
(11u )"?..-(H..A-«'-

have heard }t'A clear down to t he Boston common, Speaker 
"Z ... o(;'-<l.· '-'1 

took a s'Wing at that ball and hit a nice little foul 

fly, and the ballpark 'Was so quiet you couId have 

heard a p~n drop and that b~ll 'Was never touched. 

Merkel didn·'t have to go thirty feet to 

get that easy foul ball, it 'Was almost in the coaches 

box, but Matty, I can see Matty yet, and this is unfair, 

I hope you don't publish this, but I can see Matty 

L{QitvV,-t 
yet'lcome ' on Chief, come on Chief, come on Chief and 

the Chief never could get there. 

It ~ as too far from home olate, but Merkel 

had been a little unsteady and Matty ~as afraid of him 

and -- I 

hi. s hind 

Speaker, 
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2 first baseman's head that scored the man that I put on, 

3 put the man w.ho ~alked on third and another long fly 

4 to right field, the games over and I lose the World 

5 Series. 

6 Of course, I helped, there's no question 

7 about it,! started the rally, but 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

INrE'RVIE1~,1ER: Ho'W does it feel to hear 

peopa~ all those years after that keep referring to 

that? It must be pretty annoying. 

annoying, there's no question about that, it was annoying 

but --

INTERVIm~: This is 'Where the press 

comes in too, really, you kno~. 

FRED SNDDGRAS'f!: WAll, you kno'W why, the re' s 

a story behind that too. The first day we went to 

Boston, Joe Wood 'Was to pit eh against us, he 'Was a 

fast ball pitcher, 'With a hop on the fast ball, so 

lie put 1.n 8. pitcher comparable to that style and lie 

had twenty mInutes of batting practice, 'Which a ball 

player loves. 

In five mtnutes every baseball that 

the Giants had in their bag 'Was in a ne'Wspaper man's 
CU 

pocket up in the press box, they had ~ slanting 

,.,._ ...... _-_ .... --_._-
•• ." .... .,,, ... \.:11, v .... ...,.~ r.""i:. 
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sereen ana ~e ~ere tipping this ball and it ~as hitting 

t h at s c r e en an a i twa s ro 11 i n .'5 into the pre s s box and 

not one of them came back and in fi ve minute s ~e had ' 

no battjng practice. You , think the Boston Club would 

give us any ball~, ob no, that was just fine, 'We 'Weren't 

going to get any batting practice in a World Series 

game. 

So little Fred Snodgrass, hotheaded guy 

that he 'Was, he walks out in front of that press box, 

no'W, he yells un at all tho se gt1ys up the re and he r~MV 

ba-wls them out proper J really proper. From that minute 

on nothing 'Was ever said good about me in t ha t World 

Series. Anything that they eouJd find fault 'With me, 

they did. 

In fielding practice they gave us some 

balls then and 'Whoever 'Was hitting to me in centerfield 

~as just hitting them out of my reach,left or right, 

and they1d rollout and hit a little three foot fence 

that they had built out there in front of some temporary 

bleachers, and ~the ball 'Would bounce back. 

And eight or ten fello~s 'Would jump over 

that fence to go and get the ball and beat me to it. 

Well, one of them eame back faster than they could get 

and I got it first a.nd just in devilment, not trying to 
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hit anybody, but I threw it apparently at somebody to 

hit the fence and scare t hem off the field I keep them 

off the field. Oh, boy, did they ~rite that up, that 

dirty Snodgrass, trying to kill a ~ectator you kno'W, 

but that TAas the story behind t he goat, you see, be ... 

cause they ~ere after me all through that series. 
-¥- 'fo. ~ ~. 

Here is a ni ce story. Thi s ~ as in the 

sporting ne~8 as of this date, and this w8S beautifully 

done duri.ng t te 'War 'When this writer came to California 

to tntervie'W t~o people, Ty Cobb a.nd me and I think that t s 

the nicest story that's ever been 'Written about me. 
{'~)/'V~ t 

I NrFRVI~JFR: Sporttng Ne'Ws ~~1942o 

FRED S NODGRAS' ~: Ye s. 

r1-1rFRVIEltm'R: Ho'W old 'Were you 'When you 

joined the Gi'ants? 

FRED SNODGRASS: T'Wenty. 

INTERVIEWER: T-wenty years old o 

FRED SNODGRASE: And one of the things I'm 

quite proud of, ~e had the first automobile that 'Was 

ever gi ve n a,,,,ay to the leading batter 0 f the' t'Wo big 

league~, Ir"'Was ' in a three 'Way battle for many, many 

months and all the papers carried this box every day. 
,~=CLd: 6'{R~ 

24 I NTE'RVIEl~JER: Cobb I Snodgrass and J!:h1Bar .. ~ u. 
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'" e --

Il'-'J1!1FRVIFfER: Then an automobile ~as real -; y 

an automobile, ~asn't it? 

FRED fNODGRA~~: Op, yes, and this ~aB one 
(r- -V-.2 

lod eek p I hi t) t'Wenty-t'Wo that ~eek, but I di dn' t 'W in it. 
~1-- ~-d; , YvUj l--.-e' '--"'?rcJ-

I got to ~Orry)aboutj-- I think if I had hit/\ ttle last 

/v-vu~rl.. 
w-e-e-lf- I might have come close to tying Cobb becau~e~4 

) 
V \t'T.0<l.- . 

he 'Won it. He should have, he "e. great. 

It's nice to reminisce every once in a 

'While, look back. Tl\l'Ihe n you get to be my age you kind of 

fo r get that you ever pl~yed baseball unless you look 

/~kll: - VZt.~~ 
at someth1ng every once in a 'While arid 1 t brings - things 

It 

back to your memor y , things that heppened. Baseball' 5 

a great game., 

INTERVIFt.~1FR: Do you fol lo~ it at all no'W? 

FRED S-tJO DGRASS: 1 listen to the games on 

the radio, I go dOW1, very seldom, I've only been do~n, 

oh, I don't kno'W, t'Wo or three ti~es a year o 

INTERVIEWER: Are you a Dodger fan no~? 

FRED SNODGRASS: No, I am a Giant fan. 
~CL- 'Tl'R il.· ... dt:-cf ~(V..~., 

I -i~e* at the Dodgers, httt- I'm still for the,A-- I 

~ent to the Orient for the Giants, you know, t~o years 

ago. 
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FRED SNODGRASS.: To the Orient. 

t ~ 

INTERVIEWER: Oh, did you? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Yes. 

I 11J:1FRVI E'WER: Ob, I di dn ft kno~ that. 

FRED SNODGRA~S: Oh, yes, a tour, a tour 

group of thtrty-nine people and my o~n life long chum 

~ho I took to the Giants as a pitcher one time, a 

fello~ named Thompson, he and I joined them, so ~e 

flew over in a private plane ~ith the team and the tour 

people and ~e sa~ I think three or four games in Japan 

and ~e snent a month over there touring Japan. 

INTERVIEWER: Now that I recollect, didn't 
C> I £j-~l;..J..... 

Lefty "<£F!~~n bave a lot to do 'Wi th baseball out in 

Japan? 

FRED f!:NODGRASf:: Oh, ye s, they t re great 
O-'l A j"VL-(j/ 

for Lefty, they craz'y about him, he ~-e'fl-e-d Japan, he 

had club after club over there you kno~. 

J NTFRVI EiflER: Ye s, and the G1 ant s 'Went 

over two years ago? 

first four 

FRED SNODGRA8S: Yah, they got beat the 

'1\.l,9; 
s. They finally 'Won the series but 

INTERVIEWER: And you loJent -with them on 

the whole tour. 

~ 
FRED S.NODGRASS: No, "We left them, YoJe 'Were 

', : 25 ""____ ___ ---.J 
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with them in the hotels and we sa~ ball games at different 

places, Tokyo and different to~ns, but ~e left them 

and toured the country and really got a boot out of it. 

While we ~ere over there, this is rather interesting, 

the Bmbassy asked Fulle r Thompson a nd I to go on TV 

over there, this ~as a good ~ill trip and none of the 

Giants 'Were doing anythjng to make it good 'Will, 

There 'Were three cliques there that 'Were 

.D 
bad at that ti me, that -was before ~rk t-Jas the manager, 

and there was the colored grauD, the carribean group, 

and the 1rfuite. They didn't mix very 'Well, and they 
~22 

sat around in the hotel lobbies, the Imperial Hotel 
,A 

in Tokyo and they would nIt talk to people. 

I got brushed off, ~~e:::;IB:B just terrifi-

eally brushed off, and it hurt my feelings to think 
~ 

that nobody ~as interested in an old guy that used to 

# 
play the game and it hurt. None of them 'Would talk to 

1\ 

me, but any~ay 'We 'Went on TV and the TV program was 

I'Ve got a Secret. 

INI'F.RVIE1~7ER: In ~apanese? 

FRED SNJDGRASS: Yes, of course, they 

have,you ought to see Perry Mason over there. He speaks 

the most beautiful Japanese you ever sa'W. Well, any-

~ay this 'Was J 1 ve Got a Secret, ~e ~ent over there early 
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to the studio and ~e ~ere briefed and the other people 

that ~ere going to be on the sho~ ~ere briefed and 

~ e-lPlv'·"w:Cf'@ e1e~ng Japarre8e·., and then t hey gave us ! 

something to eat and lt4e 'Went on at 8:00 o'clock, in this 

great big studio, just filled ~ith people, and Fuller 

~as sitting here and I was sitting here, and the panel 

was opposite us and ~e each had an :tnt erpreter, and 

our secret, I didn't think they could come up ~ith, 

our secret 'Was that fifty-five years before that Fuller 

Thompsonhid pitched and I had caught for LOS Angeles 

High Sehool ~hen there was only one high school in Los 

Angeles against the fir st Japanese team that had ever 

come to Amerioa. 

They beat us, one to nothing, or five to 

four, somet h1 ng like that, they beat us by one run, 

ana that was the only game they 'Won. All the colleges 

beat them, but they beat t hi.s high school team, and 

that panel came up 'With it. 

I NrERVI ~TFR: Rov. di d they do that? 

FRED SNJDGRASS: Well, on the panel, first 
/1...._/;L. / t/L./u>/-

they ti ed -rt to our lnlL!i'958 e e and the n bel ng 'Wit h the 

Giants, so they kne~ baseball ~as involved, and on the 
W i?A. . .e.4Lv 

panel ~as th1 s sixty-fi ve year graduate ofA!~w@eadeneft 

University and his ~heels got to going around and looking 
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L,Ac.z-,;U:.-d CL./ 

the fact that Wftee.eeR8:~ Unlvers:ity had sent a team to 

America, and they gave us a very beautiful cigarette 
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case, gold for appearing on t hi s program, t hat 'Was our 

pay. 

I NrFRVIE"WER: Boy, that must ha ve been 

a g rea t t ri p 0 

FRED SNODGRA~S: Boy oh boy, that 'Was 

great fun. 

INTERVI EWER: 1'm perplexed as to ~hy 

a big player 'Wouldn't ~ant to talk as much as he could 

to somebody that olayed back in 19100 

FRED ~NODGRASS: I ~ould think so too. 

I don't kno'W, I 'Was frankly disappointed and unhappy 

about ito I tried to talk to Willie Mays, for instance. 

The publ1.city he gets, they say he's a friendly guy 

and everything, but in the plane going to Japan, 'We 

met in the aisle once and I stopped and talked to him 

and I said 'Well, I used to pla y 'Where you play no'W 

and tried to open up a conversation, and I said, 'Why, 

Willie, you as the great base runner that you are, 'Why 

don't you ever use the delayed stealg just to start 

a conversation. 

fhat's a lost art too, you never see that 
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done anymore o You kno~ ~hat it is, the ball hjts the 

go • ?Lt"v-tIoP'j cO'r-e./lA-., catchers mi tt and t ~n you {/ 
~~*"-)Ic-. * 

But I never got to talk to them. But he G -'t,r~. 

said, I ~as just talking about you, I ~as talking about 

the art of getting hit . ~ith a baseball, it's a lost 

art, he sal d, I 'Was ,j us t t alki ng a bout you. (ih, you kno r,J, 

a ball ~ould hit the bat and you'd fall do~n on your 

belly and while you 'Were do~n there you'd try to make 

a red spot by sque.ezing your r.and or something you kno'W, 

'We took all tho se advantage B you know. No~adays, no 0 

INTERVIEWER: The umpires must have gotten 

pretty 'Wi se to these things too. 

FRIm ~NODGRASS: Oh, sure, but if you had 
J-f:Y1!V" tL 

a good red spot there ~A say it hi t you rather th an 

the bat. I can't underst and yet, really, ho'W Wills 

could 8teal as many bases as he did last year o 

Certainly they don't have the strong 

thro~ing catchers that they used to have like Archer 
, S f'rxeA,- ~( 4..M-.{ 

and ,*ing and A fello~s of t hat calibre, -oT" the pi tchers 
.I~ 

are not holding them onAfor a man to steal a hundred and 

some odd bases like he did, it's just unbelievable. 

The most I ever had ~as fifty-one, and I 
\ 

'Was pretty proud of ths.t but that \!Jas ~long ~ays from 

~-. )e.-O-~ f(l~ ./ieft.--er " 
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FRED SNODGRASS: ~s==Y~ funny- t=hl::n~-

I'll tell you ~~··story a1:o ut a character in ba.seball 

~hich 'Was 'Written up in the Reader's Digest and later 

televised 'When the D~gest ~as putting on those television 

p lays and I happened to see it t'Wiee on television and, 

of course, they changed the story a little bi~ in the 

end to make it a little bit more adapted to television 

but 

r:f;he s b 61!!!i--.~he true st ory is 'What I 1m 

going to tell you no'W. The Giants 'Were p1aying in st. 

Louis in the old National League Park there and in those 
U-V'l..~ a /v-..- o-'t.A.rP'Lv-i~ 

days 'We didn't have a dugout. ~re had a bench about u 
II 

half 'Way bet'Ween the grandstand and the foul line. 

I ~1TFRVIFl·.TER: ~rlhen 'Was t ha t? 

FRED SNODGRAS:S: Oh, this 'Was back in 
rft.z ~VI-s ~VUL 

1911. We 'Were having batting practic91\and out of the 

grandstand 'Walked an individual, tall, lanky, in a 

dark suit 'With a black derby hat on and he ~alked acrose 

the grass fr0m the Grandstand to the bench and he said 
.I<A .. .-a./ 

ltd li ke to talk to Mr. McGra1A, and s orne of ~·~l:lYs 

there pointed to M.r. McGrQ'W and he 'Walked over to Mr. 

McGra'W and he said, Mr. McGrQ~, my name is Charles 
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Victory Faust, and he says, I live over here in Kansas 

and a fe~ ~eeks ago I ~ent to a fortune teller who 

told me that if I 'Would .foin the Ne~ York Giants and 

pitch for them that they ~ould ~in the pennant. 

1,.Jell, Mr. McGra~ looked at him and being 

superstitious as most ballplayers ~ere, and are, he 

said, 'Well, he ~aid, that's interest5n~, he said, take 

off your coat, here's a glove and a ball and I'll get 

a catcher's mitt and I'll 'Warm you up and see ~hat you 

have. 

So they got up in front of the bench 

and they tossed a few balls back and forth and Charles v,;:dr; 

Fau'st, said 'Well I better gi ve you my signals, so they 

got thej,r head s together and he gave him fi ve or six 

-<-R...

signals and MeGra"" YO uld give one signal and Char~ 

~ould ~ind up and his 'Wind up T,oIas like a 'Windmill, both 

arms ~ent around in circles for quite a little 'While 

before he let go of the ball. 

lie 1 1 , every different sf gn that McGra'W 

gave the ball came up just the same, there 'Was no 

difference in them 'Whatever, ano there was no speed, 

probably enough to break a pane of glass but that ~as 

about all, and so McGrs'W finally thre'W t rn glove ariay 

and he caught him barebanded because he said, 'Well, to 
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68 
himself, this guy's a nut and Ilm go j ng to have a little 

fun 'Wi th him. 

So he said, all right --

I NTl?RVIFtlllFR: Thi ~ is a true sto ry? 

FRED SNODGRASS: This is a true story, and 

he sa.i d, ho'W abo ut your hi ttjing, c a.n you hi t? ~Jh, he 

said, pretty -well. Well we're having batting practi ce, 

get a bat and go up the re, a.nd I 'Want to see you run 
,<2--0 .J'L~, 

a~Ait out. ~l\fO rd 'Was passed around to the fell01" s 

that lNere sha~ging aro und the infi eld, he 'aribbled -~one 
-(\..(2._ 

do'Wn to short, .~eA juggled it a minute and Charlie 

'Was turnin~ first and they slid him into second and 

they alid him into third, and t hey slid him into home 

in his best Sunday clothes. 

Well, that ni ght 'We Ie ft for Chi cago 

and ~hen lNe got down to the train and got into our 

ear who 'Was in the Pullman car, our private car, except 

Charl!~ Victory Faust. Everybody looked around in 

amazement and McGra'W !aid, 'Well, 'We're taking Charlie 

aloqs to help us 'Win the pennant. 

So beJieve it or not, every day from that 

day on Charle' Victory Faust 'Was in uniform and he 

warmed up sincerely to pitch that ~ame. He thought he 

was going out to pi tch that partlcular game, and every 
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day this happen~d. 

To rrake a long story shorter, this -was 

1911 and Charlie Faust, as I said, ~armed up every day 

to pitch, he never pitched a game, he 'Wasn't signed to 

a contract, but John J. McGra-w gave him all the money 

that 'Was necessary for him ·· to keep himself neat, he 

~ent to the barbershop almost every day for a massage 

and a haircut, he han plenty of money to tip the 

-waiters, in the small amounts that 'We tippeq in those 

days, and l.ole did 'Wi_n the pennant. 

Spri ng came a.round the next ye ar and 

Char]4j Victory Faust 'Was in the trainin~ camp. 

I NTERVIE~TE'R: Did t his young man kno'W he 

-was not a Gi ant? 

FRED ~NODGRA~S: He must have real i zed it 

~ 'Ne ~as sup'posed to be a simpleton, but he ·was very 

s1neere. He really beli eyed that he 'Was a pit cher. 

He 'Warmed up every day in 1912 and again we won the 

pennant in 1912. In 1913 he 'Was again in the spring 

training camp, he 'Warmed up every day to pitch, and during 

that season he became such a dra~lng' card 'With the 

fans ~ho 'Would clamor for McGraw to put him in to pitch, 

90 ftnally one day, against Cincinatti in Ne'W York, 

they clamored so hard and so loudly for him to, for 
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McGra~ to put him in to pitch that McGra~ did put him 

in to pitch, and he pitched one full inning, ~jthout 

bejng under contract ~ith the American League and he 

didn't have enough to hit, they didn't score. 

One of those nothjng ball pitcbers,you 

kno~. Well, Charlie Faust's turn at bat came ~hen three 

outs ~ere made and the Cincinatti team stayed in the 

field for th~ fourth out to let Charlie come to bat 

and the same thing happened then that happened the first 

tim& that Charlie ever came up on the field in st. 

Louis in his Sunday clothes, they slid him into first, 

second, third and home. 

He ~as such a dra~ing card at this stage, 

Larry, that a theatrical firm gave him a contract on 

Broad~ay in one of . those six-a-day sho~s you kno~, 
'vvCY 0 

st art,v til the afternoon and go' on through the evenj ng, 
f\ 

and he got four hundred dollars a ~eek for it. 
Cu 

He dressed in~e uniform, he imitated 
'-f' 

Ty CObb)~ Christy Mathewson,~Honus Wagner in a very 

silly way, of course, but seriously as far as Charlie 

~ae concerned and the fans loved it and they ~ent to 

see Charlie on the stage. He ~as gone four days and 

~e lost four ball games. The fifth day Charlie sho~ed 

up at the Polo Grounds in the dressing room, and we all 
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said to Ch~rlie, Charlie ~hat are you doing here, ~hat 

about your thestrical contract? Oh, he said, fellows 

I've got to pitch today, you fello~s need me, so he 

got out and ~armed up ~ith his ~indmill ~arm up that 
'ttvu.f 

he had, ~ tickled the fans, and we ~on. 

And we ~on the pennant again. That fall 

I joined the g;rouD 0 f big Ie aguers and ltJe made a barn-

storming trip, starting in Chicago and bSoing through 

the northwest and do~n the coast and over to Honolulu 

and in Seattle ~ho came do~n to the hotel to see me 

but Charlie Faust and Charlie said to me, he said, Sno. 

I'm not very 'Well, but I think if you ~ould prevail 

upon Mr. McGra~ to get me to Hot Springs a month before 

sp~~ng training, I could get into shape and help you 

~:in another pennant, but unfortunately that never came 

to pasa'because Charlie Faust died that ~inter and ~e 

did not win the pennant the next year. 
.~ .:t* t- * ~ * 

VO TCE: I'll have to admt t IJarry that they 

~ere pretty rough in 1908. 

HOM AN' s V{) I CE : The r e ~ e re so me pre tty 

rough ones,but you go back and there ~as some very, 

very nice people, Arthur Fletcher. 

VOICE: WeIl, he 'WBS a youngster ~ith me, 

but you take the group --
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Lf tJ-t-u ).1/~a...-'l.A-' 

~TOMANt S VOl CE' : Oh, l~J1 'Were t he people 

before you? 
f'l L-

VOICE: Yes, like McGinty and Hanahan 
f\ 

and Spike Shannon, Mike Donlin and they ~ere all old 

tough Irishmen 'When I jioined the club in 1908. In 

1908 ~e had four or fi ve, five I think, youngsters 

that also came In, Crandall, and Fletcher, and Herzog, 

and one or t~o others, and myself ~ho ~ere a little 

J &'~a-
bj.t d:ifferent than the group, th8t ~ just ahead 

of us. 

No~, I think that was about 'When the 

change started to take place, Larry, just about 1908. 

VOl CE: No'W, the t expla ins something 

about the tough old characters, but it doesn't explain 

about intelligence. 

VOJC~: Oh, no, no, those fellows ~ere /~I 

thinkers ~ even though they ~ere rough and tough. They 

stayed in baseball and -were there because they c~ 

th1nk. if,re didn't train like they train today, gee 'Whiz, 

they have teachers and coaches and schools and black-

boards and allthat sort of thing and maybe it's helpful 

and it must be. They have mechanical pitchers and they 

have all sorts of t binga, moving pictures to look at 

to see ~hat you're doing, and ~e didn't have any of those 
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things in those days, and yet the records will prove 

that there are re~er 300 hitters today than there 

~ere in those days, pitchers in those days ~ent the 

full route instead of only half the game, very few 

reliefs ~ere made -- I don't know, I just can't put 

my finger on it but I still think, as· my wife says, 

that they ~ere good thinkers, they weren't mechanical 

p laye rs, the y had tot htnk. 

Take Ty Cobb, look at Ty Cobb and the 

trem.endous record that that man had, a nd be had to 

think, it ~asn't just the fear of his spikes that got 
J--'1A,l 

him his reputation and certainly ~rry Wills in breaking 

his record, spikes had nothing to do ~ith it, it was 

ability in thi s case, and knowing how to get the jump. 

Speaking of my own career, I ~1 al~ays 
L-

prid ei,k myself on one thi. ng, and that loJas a study of w he re 

the batter was going to hit against the kind of pitching 

~e had and where to play that particular batter. You 

don't go out and plant yourself in one position and 

stay there. If you're a thinker you try to figure out 

'Where t 'hat ball is most apt to come to a.nd be out there 

get some 
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kid19 as J have many titrE s, I don't do it any more, I 

quit, but I stress that first of all you've got to 

think, and in thinking you've got to anticipate. Those 

t-wo ~ord s think and ant j 01 pat e, 'Were alV.Ja '.'S a part 

of my talk to kids o 

I Nr FRVI ID.lER : Did you ever hear about 
Pt~~f 

Mtt Douglas? 

FRED SIDDGRASS: Ye s 0 

I 1llJ'FRVIFl.~E·R: And you hear aoo ut Grover 

Cleveland ~ Alexander --

FRED ~NODGRASS: There ~as another character 

Bugs Raymond. Yoo heer '~ut ttm:m .aM tthe tlme. 

1Al.') }\f;AN' s VO I C"F.': That t s rl ght, and you'd 

sort of --

FRED SNODGRASS: But there V.Jereonly one 

or t'Wo of those to a club, the "Woole club 'Was not a 

drink1 ng club. Most 01 ubs had a couple 0 f charact era 

that drank too muchmd didn't behave themselves as they 

should, like BUg19 Raymond and Grover Cleveland~j\lexander, 

the great pitcher that he 'Was, and I don't th1.nk he 

~a8 too much of a drinker up until to~ards the end of 

his career at that. 

When I look~t my teammates on the . 

Gtants, other than Bu&!,s Raymond, I can't name a sjngle 
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one that I ever sa~ under the influence of liquor. 

Of course, it was aga i nst the rules, but 

I don't kno~, T d1dn't think anybody ever abused it. 

When McGra~ bought Bugs Raymond he knew that he ~as 

a character, a drinker, and he ,joined the Giants and 

he ~as a ~onderful pitcher, you know, one of the 

greatest spitball pitchers that ever lived. 

He didn't behave himself and then HcGra~ 

brought his ~ife and child or chilClren, I think he had 

towo and brought them on tot ravel 'Wi th us and be 'Wit h 

him as a constant oompanion all the t1.1!I!l.e and t hat worked 

pretty good for a short while and then that flew all 

to pieces, and the next thing he did -- ~ell, first 

before he brought his 'Wife on he started fining him 

but fjning Bugs didn't mean anything, he didn't need 

any money, 

out of hi s 

i t and he'd 

he'd go into any bar and pull a baseball 
/ . tl ."a. Vr-t'Q/l.-·v 

pocket that he .\}ee~,\ that day and autograph 

get all the liquor he ~anted. 

So about that time when the fines didn't 

~ork McGra~ put some Pinkertons on him, Pinkerton 

detecti ve s, and one day he called us all into the 

office and he said I'd like to read you this report on 

Bugs Raymond, Bugs hadn't yet come into the clubhouse, 

and he read thIs report, that this Pinkerton man had 
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l~( 

given him, and Bugs stopped first at 
11 ·· fl .v.-eL 

41st and Broad~ay, 

and he'd had a couple of beers~ some free lunch sand-

'W~ _ ches, and then his next stop 'Was oh, m.aybe ten blocks 
IttjY 

oenHl the line, but any~ay by the ti '!'}e he'd gott en t 0 

the Polo Grounds he'd stopped at about t~enty different 

bars and partook of beer only plus the free lunch at 

these places and so many sand~jches and so many olives 

and so forth, and about the time McGra'W finished reading 

thi s reoort to us ir. -walked Bugs, and he co nfronted 

Bugs with this reporto 

Bugs listened to it, and he said, they're 
-.e{~-<J/ / /J • 

Goddam It~, I never ate an olive..(t~' /"''7./t-:; r"i~k .. () I 
(Laught er) 

He didn't say he didn't have any beer, 

he'd had enough to fill a barrel by that time. 

I Nr ERVl Ei,'TFR : Ho'W c oul d a man stay in 

shape to pitch 'With all that beer? 

FRFD ~NODGRASS: I don't kno'W but any~ay 

the next thing McGraw di d, he brought his -wjfe and 

ehlldre n on and the t di dn' t 'Work and then he hi red 

a big ex-policeman, 'Who 'Was about six foot t ~ o and 

'Weighed about two hundred and fifty pounds, I've for-
~ i/v7uv . 

gotten -<ITIae name J an1he ~ to be Bugs Raymond I B con-

stant companion. He slept ~ith . him, ate ~ith him, never 
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left him out of his sight, and he allo~ed him six 

bottles of beer a day, that was his ration. 

I NTFRVIFWER: That I s qui tea bi t • 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Yeh, and t tat just \,.() rked 

fine for a ~hile, Bugs ~as pitching great ball and 

winning for us and ~e ~ent into Cincinatti and ~e ~ere 

sitting there in the hotel the ~ last night , 'Waiting to 

leave for eome other to~n, I forget ~hjch one, and 

McGra~ looked around the lobby and he sa~ everYbody 

but Bugs Raymond, but here ~as the keeper, this big 

detective, this big ex-cop. 

He called him over and he said, ~here's 

Bugs? Oh, he said he's do~n · in the alley there in 

this saloon not far from the hotel and he said, go 

do~n and tell him I want to see him. ~~ll this big 

detective 'Walked out of the hotel and he ~as gone about 

ten minutes, and he came back, both eyes puffed up, 

and ~e found out later, tha etory, that he parted the 

s'Winging doors and 'Walked into this bar and trere ~as 

Bugs -wl th a bunch of aami rere, -dri nk! ng and he 'Was 

pretty 'Well shot and he must have been talking about 

me, the det ecti ve said. because when I opened the doors 

and ~alked in, he said, here he is no~, let's get him, 

and he said, they all piled on me and he said, this is 
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the result. ~~ll, that night on the train Bugs and 

McGra~ had it out and ~e 'Went to St. Ilouis, I remember 

no'W, and Vole were all dressed on the field and McGraloi 

-was stlll in the '~ clubhouse and everybody 'Was there 

except Bugs Raymond, he hadn't sho~n up yet. 

Finally, in those days you had to come 

through the grandstand and ~alk clear across the 
~ ~u...~ 

playing fi aId he:eee"5Z@ thi s clubhouse 'Was out in 
/l 

centerfield to dress, and we sa'W Bugs come across there 

and the trainer, Eddie Mackel told us later what happen-

ed, he said McGra'W met Bugs at the door and he said, 

Bugs, he said, you're through in baseball, and he said 

here's your uniform (that was the year we had to buy 

our own uniforms,) he said, here'S your uniform, you 

see Mr. Foster, he '11 give you a ticket to New York, 
t/(/zi7c rk-

you I re through)-El!! I!r Giant-! 

Whe n 'We got back to NeVJ York in t he nearest 

saloon to the Polo Grounds,hanging up in the window 

'Was Bugs Raymond's uniform ~ith a sign on it that said, 

Bug's Raymond Tending Bar Here. He never pitched another 

game p~Ofe5!ionally in the big leagues. He ~as bl~ck-

balled, an outcast, and you prnbably kno~ the history, 

he joined some semi-pro team finally in Chlcago and 

di.ed of DTs, but that ~as the enn of Bugs Raymond's 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1311 G STREET. N. W. 

WASHINGTON 15. D. C. 

METROP01.ITAN 8.08SIJ 

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 

1150 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 38. N. Y. 

WORTH 4.7589 

.1::.0NG-.! .. ~ ... ::,AND OFFICE 

23150 OCEAN CREST BLVD. 

FAR ROCKAWAY. L. I. 

GRANITE: 1.1I20~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

11/ 

C> 
8 

« 
0:: 9 
11/ 

> 
0 10 
u 11. 

11. 
oe( 

UI l- II I- (I) 

C> ~ ~ z ~ oe( 

- ~ ~ 12 t- a. I-
UI cr 

0:: (!l 0 
Z a. 

o t= ~ 13 cr 
D. 0 III a. a. 
11/111~ cr 0 
0:: III Z 14 -a. III 

)0 l-
I- UI 

~ c 
11/iii!!! 

I- 11. 
CUlj: 15 

cr - III 

~ 
to; 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
t-
<t 
z 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

~ 25 

~ 

79 

pitching career. 

That actually happened, just the way 

I told it. But, he ~as the only drunkard on that club. 

INrPRVI@lFR: What 'Was he like as a person? 

FRED SNODGRASS: He was a nut, he did 

the craziest things. The finest hotel that ~e stopped 

at in our travels, and this was in the spring, was the 

Belevedere in Baltimore, that ~as the finest hotel in 

those days, in the east I 'Would say. 

They just about tripled our eating a.llo'Wa~ce 

there because it was so expensive and the three days 

~e 'Were in Baltimore Bugs ~as never seen by anybody, 

except the mornin~ that 'We were to leave for New Yorko 

We 'Were all down in the lobby 'Waiting for taxicabs, 

reading the ne'Wspapera and stalling around because 

'We 'Weren't really leaving for an hour or two. 

We sa~ a waiter and a bus boy with t~o 

loaded trays going into the el evator and somebody had 

the bright idea that that must be Bugs Raymond's break-

fast because he hadn't eaten in the dining room for 

the three days, and sure enough he had taken the menu 
~~ 

and he" fi gured out by i tern exactly the amount that 
(},(yL,cfcl fJflt,"V~ 

he ¥f a'S eh8:~d for the t breakfast and he spent the rnhole 

allowance for that breakfast, and of courS8 g he couldh't 
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eat any part of it, but that was one of the silly things 

he di d. 

Another thing that he would do, he would 

buy these lizards, you kno~ that change colors, 

chameleons and he'd put a little thread on it and he'd 

go into the dining rooms around the circuit, sitting 

among the guests of the hotel you kno'W,'With this lizard 

running around on his shoulder. The silliest things 

you know, but he 'Was fun, he had a good sense of humor o 

I remember once in spring training camp, 

-we 'Were do'Wn to a fish fry on the final day before 

leaving camp, the to~nspeople al'Ways gave us a fish 

fry do'Wn at the "Brases lt River, and 'We 'Were all do'Wn 

there eat i ng and S0mebod y brought do'Wn a couple of 
a;t:. s 

target guns and 'We 'Were shooting ~ target and 'Bugs 

said here, hit this, and he took his 'Watch out, a 

very good watch that somebody had given him in the minor 

leagues for his record there o 

He just t hre'W it up 1 n the ai r and I re
~GrJ-wd[ 

member Al ~ed¥~ 'Was shooting at that time and he put 

·s bullet right through the middle of this o 

I 1'YrFRVI EWER: 0 h, boy. 

FRED SmDGRASS: Those are some of the 

sll1y things that he would do. He never,yo~ never could 
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be sure he'd sho~ upo 

INTERVIEWER: Will 'you tell me something, 

and ~e only skirted the issue, the ~hole matter last 

tim.e, 'Will you tell me the background and the events 

that oocurred in the Merkel incidentt 

FRED SmDGRASf!: Yah. Well, let's see 

no~, you have to go back, not at the end of the season, 
.-It---C: 

you've got to back up a littleAbeyond that to where 
/ 1 / ) '11 /) " 'I 7 n /C"L-0€ /" ' i.o(..)~rt-<-tt/L.('( /::i--v~f.t--

McGra'W had brought "'MaMaot" and ~l "Durham" and 

brought them to the Giants as pitchers. They sat on 

the bench for, oh, t-wo or three 'Weeks, maybe not that 

long, and fina1l y in a double header against 
)1vt '~tA-_tl/l_d 

in Ne'W York, MeGra~ started 'With Mar o~ and 

and 'We lost the double header. 

Cinei natti 

Durham 

We 'Went from that series, ~e had, this 

'Was pretty close to the end of the season, 'We lost that 

double header and 'We 'Went to Philadelphia and 'We· had 

to play seven games in four days and of those seven 

games 'We had to 'Win five of them if Chieag~ kept going 

and 'Winning all their games, 'We had to 'Win five out 

of seven from. Philadelphia, and then 'We had to beat 

Boston four straight, to end up a tie ~ith Chicago 

if they ~on all of their games and this happened. 
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~hich ~as previous to ~here I started to tell this, 

Merkel ~as the substitute first baseman, Fred Tenney 

~as the first baseman. Merkel ~as just a youngster 

sitting on the beneh. 

He had come into the club the fall before 

I joined in the spring and in that follo~ing spring 

there 'Were f':Ive of us youngsters that made the team 

and -Merkel and Doyle too, 'Were const d ered youngst era, 

but ~e fello~s on the bench at the Polo grounds, ~hen 

vo--,;t/-:V a.:r -
the game 4--ir over !-n the Polo Grounds because ot: ' the 

closeness 01' - the boxes and the aisles and the fact that 

everybody l~ft the grandstand, not everybody, but most 

people, and ~alked across the infield and the outfield 

to the exit gates in right field, right center, 'We 

fello~s that ~ere sitting on the bench made a practice 
~, 

of sprinting from t he bench to ~ clubhouse 'Whi c h 'Was 

in right center to avoid the fans that came on the 

field and got In your 'Wa.y and slapped you and pulled 

on your clothe s a.nd so forth and so on. 

So, in this particular game that I am 

speaking a bout, Merkel 'Was on fir st base as a runner. 
~wdf 

McCormick was on thtrd base as a runner. Al ~l~lo~ 
r~· 

~a8 the hittero Bob ~~aley was the umpire in the 

field and Hanle O'Day \oJss the umpire behlnd the plate o 
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cL the score is tie, and 

this is the last inning,the last half of the last inning, 

d.;, 
the score is tJev

, and lIle needed that run on third 
tvL-·ik-dJ. 

to 'Wi n. B1-g-1'e~ hi t thi s line single over the second 

baseman's head, McCormick, of course, scored easily 

from third, he could -welk in. 

The fact that the game ~as ~on and over, 

Merkel realizing that and having done the same thing ~/L 

da.y in and d8!Y out, leavi ~ the bench 'Whether the 

game 'Was run or lost and raoin~ for the clubhourse, 

I NTE'RVIFWER: Since he 'Was mainly a bench-

'Warmer? 

FRED 8NODGRASS: Sure,he was a bench 

'Warmer ,he 'Was not the regular fi rat baseman, he 'Was 

a substitute, same as I teJas a substitute ' catcher. So, 

the minute he sa'W that ball safe, out in right center, 

rolling toward the fence, he had started for second 

base,but kno'Wing that the game 'Was over he lit out for 

the club house as he had been doing all season long. 

Of course, the rules ' of the game 'Were 

that to complete the play he had to touch second base 
M~df 

be cau se he 'Was forced by 'B1:gl-o-'w making tbi s s j nfSle, 

and so the minute that ball ~ent to field, he lit out 

for th.e clubhouse. The cro~d began to eome on the field 
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84 
jus t as the y did eve r y day. Hank 0 v Day be hi nd the pIa t e 

;1 . 
and Bob Emsley the umpire 'Who 'Was standing near second 

11~· 't~"·v-.<:}/t~ 
base beat it -t:;e A the pi.t char's box, that is Em,sley did, 

Hank OtDay turned and 'Walked toward the press stand 

~hich 'Was ob the ground behind the plate,because their 

dressing room \<lias behind CI'!Ia-, 'tN,here the 'Writer's sat 

, there behind the backstop. 

So they didn't see 'What hapoened. Both 

of them 'Were going direct j y opposite from 'Where 

the ball 'Went. 1;,1'e1l, of course, the great infield 

of Steinfeldt, Tinker, Evers and Chance 'Were the 

Chicago infield, and Johnny Evers, an old til1er at the 

game, knew that Merkel had to touch second base and 
f.~1-~<V 

when he Ii t out for the 01 ubhouse why-::fte began to call 

to the 6enterfielder Schult y to go and get the ball, 

and Schulty hadn't even chased the ball because the 

game was over as far as hewae concerned, but Evers 

made ~o much noise about getting the ball and thro~ng 
h-t..A-~ 

it into second base that ~ finally got t he ', hall and 

threw l.t tOlAards second base and it was intercepted, 

/~!.e./t-~ 
by Joe McGinty, "Who "Was another old t irm r and ~ 

that Merkel had to go to second base, so he lntercept ad 

the ball and thre-w it up into the left field bleachers. 

He thre'W it out of the park. 
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2 He ~anted to get rid of the ball. so it 

3 couldntt get to second base. Then ~e had a confab as 

4 to 'Whether Merkel should be sent for in the clubhouse 

5 and oome out to second base and t olech it, and that 

6 ~as ruled out and by this time, of course,there ~ere 

7 e. thousand, two thousand people milling around on the 

w 8 
~ 

. infield, just chaos around there. 

<C 
~ 9 Well, Fra.nk Chance .,ent' into the umpires 
w 
> 
0 10 dressing room and insisted that Hank OtDay and Emsley 
u II. 

II. 
< 

III r- 11 r- (II 

~ !1! c 
oJ :z 

come out and see ~hat ~as going on, ~hich they did, 

Z ~ < 
- ~ ffi 12 I-Q.r-

III II: 

and they sa~ this chaos there, these thousands of fans 

0:: l!l 0 :z Q. 
Oi=~ 13 II: 
0.0 111 Q. Q. 
W III ~ 

II: 0 
0:: III :z 14 Q. III 

>- r-

and people not kno'W'ing what ~as .- happening and everything 

else a.nd they didn't do anything about it Q 

t- (II 

~ c 
W - III III _ 

r- II. 15 QUli= 
I NrER~.rIEWER: Did anybo dy touch second 

II: 
III 

s: v 

I 16 base? 
z 
0 

17 
FRED SNODGRASS: No. 

I-
<C 
z 18 

I ~1rFRVIEr;'TER: I mean di d anybody get a 

19 baseball and touch second base? 

2.0 
FRED ~1'X"JDGRAS~, : No, no, it just ended 

21 
in pandemonium. It ~ent to the President's office, of 

22 
t he league, and three d aye later ': they came up ~ith 

23 
a decision that the game ~ould have to be played over 

24 
if necessary, it ~aB considered no game. 

~ 
INTERVIF~~: Ho~ could they oall Merkel 

. ... 25"-----___ _ 
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out "'hen nobody touched second ba.se 'With that baseball 

that 'Was up in the stands? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Well, that ~as one of the 

reasons it took three days to decide 'What they 'Were 

EP ing to do about it, _Q' because testimony 'Was given that 

McGinty intercepted the ball and testimony 'Was gi van 

that Merkel went to the clubhouse and testimony ~as 

t.:"cL 
given tha.t Evers ~as calling for the ball and 'Want~ 

to get it there and couldn't. 

INrFRVI~~rFR: Oh , Evers, he 'Was the one 

that sa~ the 'Whole thing at the beginning? 

FRED SNODGRASS: Yes. 

I NrERV1~~: No'W, I've heard t hat Evers 

got a baseball from some--where a.nd said this -was the 

baseball--

FRED SNODGRASE: If he did I never kne'W 

it. 1 don't kno'W that that happened, but I km'W it 

took, I'm sure it 'Was three days for the National 
c:rL- l- v~e/{/"'e/l:.- i-"V"f,'''uc 

Commise1.on/l the .iudg·es, to determine 'What to do about 

this particular play. 

But the reason I 'Went back before this 
(L <L.---

~ J explained the play 'Was, -Why' should Merkel have 

been blamed for 10 s1 ng that pennant? l,~re 10 st a double 

header to Ci.ncinatti, a.nd coJeleSki pitched Tuesday, 
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Thursday and Saturday in Philadelphia and beat us three 

gameso He pltched Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday and 

beat us three game s out c',f the seven, 'When "We had to 

'Win five. 
~ 
I Then 'We beat Boston~strai~ht 'Without losing 

a game and that ended us up in a tie, but all through 

Fred Merke1 1 s life he 'Was blamed as a bonehead and 
-.,i£a vI/Led -!--o-1./ 

e:l"'tRfF~a 'Wftrb losing the pennant. ,,",Thy go be.ok over f1 va 

games and pick out one play and blame that guy for 

l6sing the pennant. 
V 

I NTFRVI~ftlFR: That ,..,ae before Co)feleski 

pi.tohed the three times? 

FRED ~NODGHASf!: Oh, yes, before 'We lost 

to Cinoinatti o So 'We lost five gam~s after the Merkel 

inc ide nt, sol ne v e r blame d Me rke 1 J i, n my j u d gme nt 

he didn't lose the pennant. He pulled a bonehead, it's 

true, just like ~hatis his name in that football game 

in running the 'Wrong 'Way, but it 'Was boneheaded there's 

no question about that, he 'Was just an inexperienced 

young fello'W 'Who had been doing one thing all through 

the year and did it again at the 'Wrong time. 

He should have kno~n that he should have 

gone to second to complete the play. 

I NrFRVIE1~1ER: And aft er the t the Gi ant s 
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lost fi.ve games. 

FRED SNODGRASf': They 10 st fi ve game s, 

a double header to Cincinatti, and aon't forget 

V 
Co)"e leaki " Tuesday, Thur sday and Sat urday. 

I NTERVI E1A!ER: Tha t 'Wasn' t ~ta.nl ey 

Cobeleaki, that 'Was the other one. 

FRill 'SNODGRASf': Thi s 'W as t he left hander, 

and do you kno~ that 'We ran him out of the league in 

the next year. It was the simplest, craziest, most 

fooli sh thing that ever happened 0 1"-'e 'Were told, McGra'W 

'Was told by a friend of his 'Who 'Was the manager of 
V 

Co/S'eleski in the minor leagues befo:re he came up, 

to Philadelphia, that he al'Ways carried in hie back 

ed 
pocket a piece of balogna and he che~~ on that balogna 

Wt:/4-' 
through the game, and that he) -- he dj.d it more or 

L-
less secretly, some-what{i maybe ashamed of doing it but 

it -was sometbing he did all the time. 

/&-f1-: 
He 'Was a Pole right from the coal mines 

I' 

that became a ball player and this 'Was an obsession 

~ith him, so this manager told McGra~ and McGra-w made 

it a point ~ that some of 'We players 'Waul d meet 

V 
r,~eleski as, 'Well, as he 'Was going to and from the 

pi t cher' s box 'Wbenever he plt c hed agal nat us and 'We'd 

stop him and say, bey give us a che~ of that balogna 
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will you, and t hen the coach around third base would 

imitate the manager of Detroit, 'Who 'Was a great friend 

V 
of this manager that C#eleski had in the minor league 

an'd 'Who imitated th~s, 'What 'Was his name -- Ty Cobb's 

manager~y~ho'W he t d go down and pi ck graB Band 

say, "Rah de da de da de 8a" and pick the grass and 

this manager of Cobeleski*s in this minor league, {3/;;'/v1..-t .. / 

--A£-'1lgrye:sx or 'Whatever it 'Was, he did t te same thing" tUV 

~ennings, he copied Jennings style and he 'Was the 

manager of Cobeleski, so the t'Wo things together, the 

"Rah de da de da de dan and pulling t he grass and the 

~ ;~ 
demand i ng 0 f a c h;(-w 0 f t n, b a 1 0 gna 'W 0 u 1 d soups e t this 

fello~ that he couldn't pitch against us to save his 

life. 

He never beat us again, the 'Word got 

around to the other clubs and they did the same thing 
¥:- ~ 71- -)( /f 

and it chased him clear out of the league.~ The umpire 

though was Bill j(lem, boy he really ran a game. 

of thegame? 
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I NTFRVl E1"J"ER: Was he a g:> ad umpi re? 

FRED e,NODGRAS8: Ye s, excellent. 

INTFRVIE~~: Did he ever thro'W you out 

FRED SNODGRASS: Oh, many times. 
k 

INrERVIEv.FER: And you stil l think ,tlem 
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lIISS aver y good umpire? 

FRED SN{JDGRAS~: Oh , yes 0 

INrERVIFWER: Despite the fact that he 

continuously thre~ you out. 

FRED SNODGRASS: (J'h, he didn't throw me 

out anymore I don' t ·- think than he did anybody else. 

We -weren't friends. I had some umpires that I thcught 

were friendly, not that they give you a break or 

anything, but they ~ere gentlemanly and would talk to 

J:. 
you if they met you on the street, but ~lem and I never 

salll eye to eye, never got along very ~ellJ but he ~as 

an excellent umpire. 

I ~as the type of a player that always 

fought for what I thought 'Was right and sometimes it 

led to hot ~ords and too many of them and I ~as out. 

i< 
If you wanted to get thrown out and Ilem 'Was umpiring 

behind the plate, all you had to do ",as call him "cat-

fish" and you were out of the game. 

That's all, just that one ~ord and you 

\lVere out. He 'Wouldn't stand for that at all. 

I NrBRVI ~JFR: Why is that, what did that 

one 'Word m.ean to him? 
I< 

FRED SNODGRAS·S: Well, t1em if you looked 
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at his pictures he had a peculiar ~ lips or mouth 

and lAhen he 'Would call a strike or a ball or you're 

-/\.£- A-fyd "f ~.~ 
out or anything,~'Q i!lia~ "Efferves1 a little 

bi t, vapor mi ,(!ht show or sorre thjng, and the se lips 

somebody sajd looked like a catfish' lips or something 

so everybody around the league, not, to his face, they'd 

call him catfish, but if you did call it to his faoe 

and he knel-J 'W ho did it --

I NrERVIFt-1ER: They tell me they called 

McGra~ Muggsey but not to his face. 
!-ft'~ 0' jJ~ 

FRED SNODGRASS: . I f you ever called him 
.If 

~~t 
MUE:Sgsey you surely V¥eren't his friend anymore~ None 

of ~e players ever called him anything but Mr. McGraw. 

'lrJe never called him John or Mac, always Mr. McGra"W. * r *=- ~ '*--¥. 
F, S ( I l~F.PVI BttI?¥! :-Bi-d they &Yi!;p he ve ~ ~-<Le.. 

T2~! 

complicated signs you know -- a player goes up there 

an~e doesn't dare do anything unless he looks around 

and gets the nod to do this or do that. ~ 

FilI~B;- Slf€BQRAfS: ::diu=J --yea, c£"p1ayer get s 
/J<:. c-~ I r ~li-ea:t it) ~ -t'~ <hAJ'Vt Jc/~ll\..£rv,-f, 

up there and he's told what to do ~ On the Giant's l-J8 

didn't have any signso 

INTERVIE~TFR: That's interestjng. 

~~MAN's VOICE: The pitchers --

FRED SNODGRAS~: Oh g catcher to pitcher, 
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certai nly, but if McGraw 'Wanted somebody to' steal, he 

might stand up and spell it out ~ith the dummy, 

s-t-e-a-l, everybody in the park could see it. The 

opposition kne'W ~hat he 'Was doing o 

INTERVIm#ER: Could you all read that --

FRED SNODGRASS: Practieally. 

INI'EHVTE1t.TER: Everybody could read that 

sign language, because you had Dummy Taylor? 

FRED ~NODGRASS: Yes o He took it as an 

affront if you didn't learno 

I NrERVIEWFR: Dummy Taylor dld? 

FRED ~TODGRAS~: Oh, yes. He 'Want ed to 

be one of you, 'Wanted to be in on the conversations. 

At the theatre he 'Wanted to kno'W 'What the .ioke 'Was 

and som.ebody's got to tell him. 

I NT FR VI F\rtffi'R : Thatis very interesting o 

FRED SNCDGRAS'~ : Sure, so everybody learned 0 

We practiced all the time, you'd get UEJ~e in the 
,P.c.l. 77.) fr~7 I/~--t~: 

elevat~ going ~ 155th Street~ many of the fello~s 

lived tbere in the hotel, and ~e'd gather there : and 

#-t~·~ tLc/crtJl-·'f1-4- ~"-7 
'We t d be;1 s-weying the) si gn~.7L v Not talking 

~ '.,4 t tl l...-V-' .• > 7- k . If ;VI Q1A.r~ 
but s1 tt1ng ther'JI~eing the 

all the ~e.y up 

to one another 

s1gnso I do it yet. 
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