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1 2
2 I NTERVIEWER: You were in vaudville for
3 how many years?
4 MARTY McHALE: Twelve.
5 INTERVIEWER: No kidding. What d4id you do?
6 MARTY McHALE: I used to sing.
7 INTERVIEWER: An Irish tenor?
3 8 MARTY McHALE: Yeh, Irish Thrush, they
E 9 called 1t then, but even before that, before baseball
g h 10 even I used to work in a lot of shows around Boston
w%é 11 and made trips down to Wakefield, Winchester, you know,
Egé 12 Minstrel Shows usually, and sometimes these little two
9 9
§ 13 act things that they have.
zéé 14 Mike and 1, see first before thet, I had
wid
Qsé 15 this quartet--
o : 6| INIERVIEWER: Oh, this was recent, New
; 17 York Herald Tribune, March 1, 1960.
-
; 18 MARTY McHALE: Yeh. But this quartet, Joe
19 knew them very well, he was there with this troup see,
20 in Boston.
21 INTFRVIEWER: Uh huhl
29 MARTY McHALF: And then we were together
23 for about three years, and then I did a single for about
24 three years which was not very good, but it was good
25 enough’ so that they paid for it, and then when Mike and
WAsmNG:o:E:FFlcs ' NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 3
2 I got together we did a regular routine, singing, we
3 didn't sing too much but we used to do a double entendre,
] you know, on conversation,and then I went back to a
5 single again after he went to Hollywood.
6 Mike was -- he was the Babe Ruth of his
7 day, you wouldn't remember him but your father would or
g 8 somebody of that --
: 9 INTERVIEWER: Well, the name is very
> :
8 . 10 familiar,
wég 11 MARTY McHALE: Yeh, he only died a couple
Egé 12 of years ago and I had a letter from his wife on my
8
§§§ 13 birthday, which was the 30th of October, and she had
z;g 14 some souveniers that Mike had, one was a gold bat and
2%% 15 a ball that was given to him as the most valuable player
% : 16 in 1905 -- well I'wouldn't know, about five I guess, or
; 17 six, something like that.
-
; 18 ' Then he has a couple of cups that were
19 given to him, one for being the outstanding Giant when
20 he was with the Giants, and one with the, that the fans
21 in Chicago gave him and that one -- I think he was not
22 with the Cubs, I think he was with another club but he
23 was so outstanding that the Mayor had this big dinner
24 and they presented Mike with the cup for his grest
25 ability, and some cufflinks which I have.
WASHINGTON OFFICE NEW YORK CITY oFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFiCE
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1 L
2 TNTFRVIEWER: She gave them to you.
3 MARTY McHALF: She gave them to me after
4 Mike died. I have them, but =--
5 INTERVIEWER: Was Mike in vaudville with
6 you?
7 MARTY McHALE: Yes,
W o INTERVIEWER: For how long?
0
= 9 MARTY McHALE: For five years.,
1}
5 5 INTERVIEWER: Oh, that's quite a while.
O
0 11 MARTY McHALE: Yeh,
03¢
2i: 1 INTERVIEWER: After the season every
el
oFY ear?
oE, 13 y
E;g 14 MARTY MeHALF: Oh, yes, sure, naturally,
£h
w8 I was still playing and I had to work in the wintertime.
Qog 15
® Y INTERVIEWER: Did he sing to00?
z
o 17 MARTY McHALF: No, he used to go through
=
b the motions.
z 18
19 INTERVIEWER: Why did they call him
"turkey Mike"?
20
> MARTY McHALE: He used to walk like a
gl turkey, he'd kind of strut a little, and he used to
23 do a -- well, Mike, when he made & terrific catch or
24 something he'd always do a kind of a turkey step and
25 take his cap off and throw it up like a Ham, a real Ham,
T = Wi
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but a good one, and could prove 1it, out there in the
field or when he was up at bat.

INTERVIEWER: You pitched the opening
day for the Yankees in 191l and the opening day for the
Yankees in 1915, is that right?

MARTY Mc¢HALE: Yah.

INTERVIEWER: They weren't the Highlanders
any more?

MARTY McHALE: ©Oh, no, they were the
Yank ees,

INTFRVIEWER: When did they become the
Yankees:

MARTY McHALE: In 1912, I think,

INTERVIEWER: Which is just atout when you
went there, huh?

MARTY McHALF: Well, I was with the Red Sox
before that,

INTERVIEWER: You won the opening game
on both days?

MARTY McHALE: Yes, Against the World's
Chempions, the "A"s, the "A"s were the champs then, both
times against the "A"s,

INTERVIEWER: It also says up there that
you pitched three successive no hit games --

METROPOLITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4.7389 GRANITE 1.6208
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MARTY McHALF: In college,

INTERVIEWER: For Maine University in 1910,

MARTY McHALE: Yeh, just before I went to
the Red Sox, but the diamond situation, see after the
Red Sox quartet quit, they quit because some of them
were sent to different clubs, you know, and I was just
as well satisfied because it was quite an ordeal keeping
the boys on schedule, you kncw, because they wére not
used to that buzzer, you know, that syas you're on next
and so forth,

They'd be a couple of minutes late and
you can't do that in vaudeville, you know, you're on.

INTFRVIEWER: You must have known a lot
of the 0ld time vaudeville players.,

MARTY McHALE: I did, that's what this ==
that's inthis story "Errol Laney", when he wrote the
story, he looked back at a great many of the old programs,
Mike and T played the Palace twice in one year, when it
was the Palace, not the way it is now, when they had
nothing but the -- you know -- the big headliners, the
big stars there, and Al must have gone into the archives
to dig up some of the stuff he has in this story about
the o0ld days.

Montgomery and Stone playing at the Globe
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acros s the astreet, things of that kind.

I NTFRVIEWER: When you look back now do
you remember your vaudeville career or your baseball
career with more fondness?

MARTY McHALE: Well, T think that I --1
would say that they were about fifty-fifty. The
vaudeville was more difficult,

INTFRVIEWER: It was?

MARTY McHALE: Travelling, I mean,

INTFRVIEWFR: You had to travel a lot
in btaseball.,

MARTY McHALF: Well, but you had somebody
taking care of your trunk and your tickets and every-
thing, and all you had to do was get your slip, go into
the train and go to bed. When you got to the theatre,
the hotel your trunk was there,

INTERVIEWER: Yeh.

MARTY McHALE: And in vaudeville you had
t o watch your\own stuff, I used to say to Mike, you're
one of the best valets I know, because he was always
on time with the tickets and had our checks for baggage
and everything all taken care of, right on the button

all the time,

INTRRVIEWER: How did you get -~ I notice

.
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1 8
2 up there it says you went to Maine. Wasn't it unusual
3 in those days =-- that was about 1910 -- for a Major
4 ILeague Ballplayer to have gone to college?
5 MARTY MeHALE: Oh, no. That's the point
6 that these young squirts who write skewst sports today
7 know nothing about, they're only guessing. I want to
g 8 give you an idea about that.
E 9 On the Red Sox, when I joined them, we
; 10 had a catcher named "Bi11<¥zf;?:;F who went to Holy
U ~
w§§ 11 Cross.
Egé 12 INTERVIEWER: He became a manager later,
§§§ 13 MARTY McHALE: Yeh, that's right;ﬂand he
Egé 14 won two world's championships and quit, Then we had 'Xé
5o ;ézu“pgi (Frreet?) ‘
WEE 15 another catcher named 3 y". I don't
% ¥ 16 know.  whether he finished college or not but he went to
; 17 one of those midwest schools. We had "Jake Stall" on
5 18 first base who went to the University of Illinois,
19 We had Larry 'm playing third, who
20 went to the University of Vermont., We had Duffy Lewis
21 in left field and Harry Looper in right field who both
25 went to St. Mary's out in California. "Stwicketl went
23 to -- not the University of Texas, but Texas Polyclinic,
- Polytechnic or something of that kind out there. He
g only went two years, but he went.

WASHINGTON 8, D. €. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.
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1 9
2| Then we had Ray qulins who pitched for
3 the University of Vermont;"§%§2§$QZ§g§?V%tt Fordham;
4 McHale at Maine; Johnny Busick at Illinocis,
5 INTERVIEWER: It's very different from
6 what you read about them,
v d MARTY McHALE: Of course it is, they don't
W 3 know what they're writing in half of these stories. I
U
; 9 would say that about, oh, seventy, at least seventy
W
z 10 percent of our lads went to higher grades in school,
:EE 11 you know, to high school and some of them into college,
E%g 12 and very many of them finished,
H ; "
EES 13 Now, our shortstop, "Heinie Wagner", he
:Eg 14 went tc New Rochelle High School. That was as far as
:%é 15 he went, Steve Yurkees went to High School, he played
% : - second base. Nearly all of our crowd were educated
; - people Hughie Bradley, who was substitute first base-
5 18 man, he went to Holy Cross for a couple of years.
1B Buck O'Brien, one of the pitchers, he
20 said I got a degree, he said I got a BS from Brockton,
- he said "boots and shoes", meaning that he worked in
- a shoe factory, but he went to high school, then he
- went to ==
i I NIFRVIEWER: You know you read about ==
o4 you know, T've had to do a lot of reading on this and

WASHINGTON B, D. C, NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.
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1 10
2 I've heard about the old days and =-- well, I get a very
3 different impression. T get --
4 MARTY McHALE: These fellows don't know
5 what they write about. Now, there is -- a great many
6 of them are thinking back to the old days of the Orioles,
7 INTERVIEWER: 1895,
g 8 MARTY McHALE: That's when McGraw and
: 9 Jennings and those fellows were there, and here's a
W
; 10 strange thing, once again proving that they don't kmow --
:25 11 that they still don't know of what they write. Jennings
L]
Eg; 12 became a lawyer. McGraw went to St., Bonaventius, I'm
§§% 13 not saying that some of these lads weren't a little on
ﬂgg 14 the crude side, but some others were on the crude side
géé 15 too. All of them didn't go to high school, and the
% ¢ 16 majority of them didn't go to college.
; 17 You find any of those guys today who went
E 18 to college, they're outstanding. The difference 1s you
19 find some of these boys who went to collgge are working
5 for their masters now, you see, and they get a little
5 more publicity for that.
- INTERVIEWER: Did you graduate from Maine?
a3 MARTY McHALE: From Maine,
> I NTERVIEWER: What did you major in?
- MARTY McHALE: Oh, well, it's a cinch
g Sy NEW YORK GITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 11
2 course really, Civ;l Engineering.
3 INTERVIEWER: Doesn't sound like a cinch
4 to me,
5 MARTY McHALE: Anybody who thinks it is
6 should try it.
7 INTEFRVIEWER: Yeh., How did you get ==
g 8 you grew up in Massachusetts?
y 9 MARTY McHALF: Yes, down in "Donna" Mass.,
51}
S 10 that's ninety miles out of Boston.
:gé 11 I NITFRVIEWFR: How did you get to go to
Eég 12 Main;, on an athletic scholarship?
g z ° - MARTY McHALF: They didn't have them,
ﬁgé 14 I paid my own way. I went to Maine because it was not
gég 15 too expensive., I had offers of scholarships at
% g 16 Dartmouth, Holy Cross and Georgetown and four of them
; 17 had made a gesture but when I went down -- because I
5 18 visited Dartmouth and Brown and Holy Cross, and I
19 didn't go down to Georgetown -- but in those three
20 places they had plenty of work for you to do, you know,
21 I was supposed to play football and base-
29 hall,
23 INTFRVIFWFR: You played both in high
24 school,
- MARTY McHALF: Yah, sure, played every-
psimacls seiee NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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thing im high school, but you don't have time in college
to.play all four. I sang in the Glee Club too on top
of that, but up at these places they had jobs for you
to do and usually it was in the dining room, and by the
time you finished your practice, what you were doing,
football or baseball or what have you, and then did your
work, ycu would say well, what time do I have to study.

Oh, you'll have plenty of time, you just
make your time, and the scholarships weren't very large
either, you had to augment the earnings by working in
the summertime, which we used to do. We used to play
ball out at Pittsfield, Mass.

out there they had all -- nearly all
the teams were out there in the college group, you

know, most of the men who played on the teams.

INTERVIFWFR: Uh huh, and what d4id your
father do?

MARTY McHALF: My father?

INTERVIEWER: Yes.

MARTY McHALE: He was a small town
builder.

INTERVIFWER: He wanted you to go to
college or you wanted to go to college yourself?

MARTY McHALE: Well, I wanted to go and he
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1 13
2 was in favor of it, but he was the fellow who had the
3 idea about Civil Fngineering. Being a little builder
4 and so forth he could see what it probably would mean
5 to someone ,and he had a very good idea, but T went to
6 the Red Sox hefore T finished and then went back asgain,
- INTERVIEWER: In the off seasons?
w 3 MARTY McHARLF: Yes, sure =-- but first I
O
V 9 went back and finished in 1911,
1]
o . INTERVIEWFR: You went straight from
O .
. 11 Maine tc the Red Sox?
ke
ol B MARTY McHALE: Yah,
FiE 12
2ed o INTFRVIEWER: No minors?
now
EEE 4 MARTY McHALF: No minors, no, and then
£k
e T went from the Red Sox to the Yankees, and then I
nbg 15
; ¢ went back to the Red Sox, then the Yankees, after Bill
I 16
g Harrigan who said, he was the manager then, Bill said,
- 17
[
< 1 now that you're seasoned enough you can come back and
z
16 pitch for a big league team.
(Laughter)
20
The Yankees in those days were a terrible
21
ball club, very bad.
22
INTERVIFWER: When you were on the Yankees
23
who was the manager then?
24
MARTY McHALE: Frank Chance,
25
WASHINGTON OFFIC__E_ NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 ‘ 1y
2 INTERVIEWER: Frank Chance, what was Chance
3 like?
4 MARTY McHALF: Great guy. If you went
5 out there and worked for Chance and hustled and showed
6 him that you were interested in what you were doing he
vA would certainly be in your corner to the extent that
g 8 he would try and get you more money every time he had
: 9 a chance to.,
81}
o i INTFRVIEWFR: I heard Frank Chance was
:gé 11 a really tough egg.
;é; 12 MARTY McHALE: He was one of the nicest
g%% 13 men I've ever met, He was tough if you deserved ift,
zgé 14 and his wife was one of the sweetest, lovliest women
géé e you'd ever want to meet,
% : - I had a watch at home, one of these little
; " "Wwafer" watches, that Chance gave to me in 191l after
E 18 I guess about the first month. I had won a couple of
19 games for him, one of them was the opening game and
% one day he gave me this Wafer watch.
- He said, just a gesture, he said, I know
s you don't need any money, he said, anybody who picks up
23 your bi g checks and then works all winter and picks up
s vaudeville checks, you don't need money. He said, this
- is just a gesture. I still have the watch.
WASHINGTON OFFICE NEW YoRK CITY OFFICE LONG 1SLAND oFFICE
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1 15

2 INTERVIEWER: He was & nice person.

3 MARTY McHALE: Oh, gee, I enjoyed him very

4 much,

5 INTFRVITWER: Was he still playing first

6 base?

7 MARTY McHALE: No. Occasionally he
3 8 would fill in but not regular.
E 9 : INTFRVIFWER: This was the same team that
E . 10 Harold Chase was on?
oég 11 MARTY McHALF: ©No, Chase had left, he had
;gé 12 been just a little bit ahead of us.
§§§ 13 I NTERVIEWER: Were you on the same team
NEE
mgg 14 with Chase?
gég 15 MARTY McHALE: No, He went to -- he was
% ; 16 traded by the Vankees to -- who -- I know he went %o
E 17 Cincinatti --
5 18 INTFRVIEWFR: Yah, then to the Glants,

19 MARTY McHALE: Did he go to the Giants

20 from Cincinatti? I don't remember.

21 INTERVIEWER: Yah,

MARTY McHALE: I didn't know -- I only
knew Chase -- I just met him a couple of times -- sort
of casuslly -- didn't know him,

TNTERVIEWER: Did Frank Chance ever talk

WASHINGTON OFFICE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 16
2 about the "Tinkers" a group of ballplayers?
3 MARTY McHALE: Oh, yes, Frank and I were
4 very good friends to the extent that when he was quitting
5 and this was in 1915 -- in Washington we were playing
[ a series and after dinner one evening he said, let's
7 4 take a 1little walk =- which I did -- and we went out to
g 8 a little park across from the Hotel and sat down =-- he
E 9 wanted to unload something that he had on his chest --
; 10 he said, I'm going to quit, he said, I can't stand this
:E% 11 being manager, can't stand being the manager of this
zi%
;EE 12 ball club.
§§§ 13 He said, we're not going to get anyplace,
zgg 14 Itve got a good pitching staff, and he did have a good
zgé 15 pitehing staff -- he said, but you fellows are just
% : 16 batting your heads against the wall every time you go
; i out there, no runs -- and he said, I just can't take it -1
5 18 he said, T'm going to quit.,.
19 He had already talke§ it over with the
2 front office in New York and he had -- one of the reasons
- he took me out to the park was that he had told them
5 the ones that he thought they should keep, and T happened
3 to be one of them, Sam Caldwell and Ray Fischer, three
s pitchers, and he said -- I know that you'll be working
- in vaudeville next wintgr and I would advise you to get
T L NEW YORK CITY OFFiCE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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1 17
2 yourself a two or three year contract, if you can, before
3 you leave New York on your vaudeville tour, which is
4 very good advice -- which advice I didn't take. I was
5 too smart -- you know how it is -- very smart -- so
6 Mike and T went out on the Orpheum circuit that winter
7 after opening at the Palace.
3 8 We went to Chicago and New Orleans,
5 9 I NTERVIFWER: "Frank Govern" wasn't with
§ 10 the Yankees then?
wgg 11 MARTY McHALE: ©No, he was coaching for
Eég 12 the Giants. He never was with the Yankees. He coached
§§§ 13 the Giants, That's what made the team in vaudeville a
gg% 14 pretty good team, the Giant and the Yankees, you know,
gé% 15 in a performance,
% s 16 So Mike, before we left New York, he said,
; 17 you better go over to the office, the Yankee office
5 18 and get yourself signed in for your contract before
19 you leave. He said, you never can tell what's going to
20 heppen. I, being very, very smart, I said, No, I'll
21 be worth more money to them in the Spring than I am now
22 after the publicity we will get in vaudeville this winter,
23 But, I was wrong, because during the winter
- Wwe were in Minneapolis at the Orpheum theatre, so the
- Yankees were sold to “Rgnpert" and =-=- "Dudley and

WASHINGTON 5, D. C. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.
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Parrell" sold it to Ruppert and Houston, and I'm quite
sure I could have mecde a deal with Frank Farrell for
a two or three year contract before leaving, but as I
say I wasn't very smart.

When we got back east -- we jumped from
Minneapolis to Brooklyn, New York and then Brooklyn,
then we played the Fifth Avenue on Brosdway here and
then went into the Palace again and Bill Donovan had
been appointed manager of the YVankees, to take over,
and he was not in favor of anybody havinz a two or
three year contract, Q? 2 Zb

I NTERVIEWER: Wasn't " party" in
there sometime or other?

MARTY McHALE: Between the two

(A very loud noise obliterated the
speakers momentarily at this point.)

And then Donovan took over the next
spring;

INTERVIEWER: (Question obliterated.)

MARTY McHALE: Yes, and very well too. He
was a good ball player, He was, well, he was sbout the
only top ball player we had on the ball club, with the
excaption of the pitching staff. We had a good pitching

staff. "Tod Ballington", the fellow that drew all
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1 19
2 these cartoons for these calendars, he came in one day
5 eand he had some drawinge that he had made from stills
4 that I had out in front of the theatre and then I had
5 a motion picture that he took some stills fromn, from
6 the motion picture,
7 INTERVIEWER: You were in a movie?
g 8 MARTY McHALF: Yeh! And he ran back the
E 9 averages, you know, the pitching averages and so forth,
§ . 10 and one year, well, in 1914 I lost seventeen ball games
05% 11 and I think I won eight, but my pitching average was
z3%
CLE 12 2.51.
xyd
2%; 13 INTERVIEWER: No runs?
z;g 14 MARTY McHALE: ©No runa. You would be
gég 15 beaten one to nothing, two to nothing, three to one,
% ’ 16 three to two, things like that, you knowuw, but you wuere
; 17 never ahead of anybody, and as "Clark" pointed out, he
5 18 said, your average, your big league average 1s 2.5
19 pitching, he said, but you're winning and losing average
20 he said, is not very pretty, but 1 knew that,
21 You can't win without runs, you have to
22 have them. You take this fellow who's pitching for the
23 Mets --
24 INTERVIEWER: Roger Cree?
25 MARTY McHALF: Yeh, what did he lose,
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1 20
2 twenty-two, something like that? What did he win,
3 -about five?
4 INTFRVIEWER: About five but he lost an
5 awful lot of one to nothing --
6 MARTY McHALE: One to nothing, two to
7 nothing, terrible. Now, on the other hand Slim Caldwell
g 8 with us, the Yankees, Slim had a pretty good winning
E 9 there. S1lim was the best pitcher we had. He didn't
§ ) 10 need the runs thst he got.
w 1 INIERVIEWER: When did you go to the
'_Z-_Eé 12 Yankees, in 19127
X
go 13 MARTY MCHALE: 1913.
zg% 14 INTEFRVIEWER: Were yocu on the Red Sox
5 o .
EEE 15 when Smoky Joe won those ==
? ) 16 MARTY McHALF: Yeh, sure,
z
S 17 I NTFRVIFWFR: Were you there the time that
; 18 Johnson and =--
19 MARTY McHALE: Yah,
20 INITFRVIEWER: Tell me what happened then
21 because I'm not sure, He never talked very much,
22 MARTY McHALE: He won the game one to
23 nothinge.
24 TNTFRVIEWER: He was very shy and never
25 . wanted to talk about 1t,

METROPOLITAN 8-088%9 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-8208
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2 MARTY McHALE: No, he -- the Red Sox took
3 one run off Johnson,
4 INTEPRVIEWFR: Was that bullt up then as a
5 real big spectacular win?
6 MARTY McHALE: Terrific, yeh., And both of
7 them, I don't know how many they struck ocut but they
g 8 must have, each one must have struck out thirteen or
: 9 fourteen, something like that.,.
W
o 10 They only had a couple of hits off of
:gé 11 either pitcher, and I think that they run they got off
Eg; 12 Walter was scored on a sacrifice. It's so long ago
§ .3 T don't remember, exactly.
2: 4 INIERVIEWER:  You saw Welter Johnson
nﬁg 15 pitch a lot%?
% ¢ 16 MARTY McHALE: Saw him pitch a lot, Every
; 17 time I . pitched agalinst Washington I had Johnson as an
E 18 opponent, or Jim Shau, either one. Griffith, he used
19 to, I don't know =- I had an idea he didn't pitch them
20 against Caldwell, I% seemed that every time Slim pitched
» they'd get him three or four runs, and as I say he
- didn't peed them, he was a great pltcher ,
23 INTERVIEWER: Was Johnson as great a
22 -pitcher? As they say?
a5 MARTY McHALE: He was greater than they
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2 say. He was with one of the worst ball clubs imaginable,
3 not quite as bad as the 0ld Yankees but almost as bad,.
4 I'1l]l tell you another facet that you probably don't
5 know about,
6 When I got out of the Air Service, after
7 the war, you see I quite baseball -- well, it was on
g 8 the Lth of July, I think, in 1917 and went into the Alr
: 9 Service, when I came out I went to work for the Evening
1]
§ ) 10 Sun.
: »§ 11 INTERVIEWER: The New York Evening Sun?
gg; 1 MARTY‘McHALE: Yah, writing special
S%g 13 articles, and the Sun used to run them every Saturday,
pow
igé 14 every Saturday. The syndicate used to sell them to =--
ggé - wherever they could sell them, Boston, Philadelphia,
% ¢ o Newark, anywhere they could, you know -- and I used %o
I; 17 get five, two, four, eight dollars apiece for them,
E 18 and one of the storles that I wrote was about Walter
ia Johnson.
85 I wrote one about Joey too, and about
21 Seicer and, oh, so many of them, I have a stack about
- that high, and in the Johnson story I pointed out that
- despite the fact that he had one of the worst ball clubs
» in either Major League, he had one of the best winning
- records of anybody in elther league, and one of the
is s Bt 8,5 166 nAwasy et Mo

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I.
METROPOLITAN 8.088%9 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1-6208



COVERAGE

REPORTING
STENOTYPE REPORTING SPECIALISTS
GERTIFIED STENOTYPE REPORTER AND STAFF

W
a}
ES
|
F4
(o)
-
<
z

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
best earned run records. His fast ball was really fast,
and he had more shut-outs than anybody, etcetera, more
strike-outs, more of everything, and then I had a story
about Maddy, and Joe Villaher, whowas the sports editor
for Sun, he met Maddy up at the Polo Grounds one day
after Maddy's story was published in the Sun and he
wanted to know if Maddy saw the story, and Maddy said
yes, I saw the story,

He,Joe, said, Great story, because I had
put the old plug in for him naturally, never would say
anything disparaging about anyone, even if I could I
wouldn't, and you couldn't say much about him that was
disparaging, he was a great pitcher, but I pointed out
in Johneson's story his great record, from every angle
of pitching, and then made mention of the fact that with
that poor ballclub he still had a better record than
nearly all the pitchers in either league,

I said I'm Just wondering what would have
happrened if Walter was pitching for the Giants, the
Glants could get him four or five or six runs nearly
every time he started, then I'm wondering if he'd ever
lose a ball game, and I think Maddy didn't care very
much about that, and so he said, Yah, it's a good story.

You knows
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1 ‘ 2l
N (Laughter)
3 INTEFRVIEWER: I never knew Maddy well,
4 MARTY McHALE: He and Mike were very good
friends.
5
5 I NTERVIEWER: What about McGraw?
. MARTY McHALF: Oh, McGraw, he was my
ek o
u " sponsor into the/H /S}ub.
\
0
< : TNTREVIEWER: TIs that right?
W
> MARTY McHALF: Yes,
8 10
- - INTERVIEWER: Now, I have lots of con=
zgx flicting impressions from reading about McGraw. Some
- 12
=% E
ggﬁ places I read McGraw wss a tyrant, other places I read
z s 13
Loy
wk that the ballpleyers loved MceGraw. Could you =--
EEE o 14
mgé MARTY McHALE: He was a Jekyl and Hyde,
abg 15 ,
; 8 On the ball field he was one of the toughest people
| 16
g you'd ever want to know, very strict -- well, they had
bl 17
= to call him Mr. McGraw. Off the field he was very
z 18
g'fable, and T knew Mrs. McGraw pretty well, to the
19
extent thaet every time T used to meet her, years later,
20
she'd have the arms open, you know, that type, and he
21
was, oh, a grest, great person, off the ball field.
22
He would chance terrifically the minute
23
he'd get in uniform, but by the same token, as Mike used
24
to tell me, of course, I got a lot of inside information
25
11 @ AT BN ® i s B oy N
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1 25
2 from Mike that I wouldn't get any other way, which helped
3 me when 7 was writing these stories,
4 He seid, you know, McGraw never fired any-
5 body without trying to get them a good job with some
6 other ball club or somewhere, He said, some of these
7 lads that he had to get rid of, who didn't behave them-
g 8 selves, and he had to get rid of them, he had two or
E 9 three -- I would call them semi-quasi men, who were
§ 10 cood ball players but they're not dependable,
w%é 11 INTEFRVIFWER: Bugs Randall?
Egé 12 MARTY McHATLE: Yah, that's one of them
&
g%g 13 and there's "Shuffling" Phil Douglas, you know. There
Eég 14 | was a euy, a terrific pitcher, but you never knew when
gé% 15 he was going to be himself, and some days when he wassn't
? ; 16 himself he still pitched a fairly good ball game, but
; 17 that doesn't always hold true.
-
; 18 , But, MeGraw, now, when he traded Maddy,
19 and when he traded "Herzog" and when he traded some
20 of the other fellows, he got them good jobs with other
21 ball clubs, and then he would trade a man for a season
22 s ometimes and get him back again the followlng year
23 or two years later,
24 INTRRVIEWER: Yeh, that's true.
25 MARTY McHALF: He used to do that. Now,
AriBat S NEW YORK CITY OFFIGE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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2 he wes on the ball =- if you gave him something, you
3 know, he was deserving of,
4 TNTERVIEWER: The bhall players seemed to
5 have idolized him,
6 MARTY McHALF: They did!
- TNTFRVIEWER: And then on the other hand
W 8 you always get these funny things like his lifelong
O
: 9 friendship with "Blooper" Fllison breaks up because
W
; - they get in an argument and they don't speak to each
U
mé 11 other again for ten years, It's so funny.
vig
Z3: - MARTY McHALF: Well, that could happen
ot
OEE 13 in any household.
Loy
it > INTFRVIFWFR: Yeh, that's true.
m%@ - MARTY McHAT.F: You see what I mean,
ooE
; 6 - brothers and sisters that could happen to. That comes
|
é - under the head of false pride in my philosophy, false
-
< - pride., Those two guys were in Baltimore together and
z
- they knew each other from when they were young kids
together, but -- "Riley" was a peculiar person himself,
20
He would know his ball players faeirly well but he
21
wouldn't kmow anybody's name,
22
TNTFRVIEWER: Yeh,
23
MARTY McHALF: That is he'd know the man
24
1f he thought about it but he wouldn't take the time
25
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1 7
2 to think about it.
3 TNIFRVIFWER: Yeh, something like Stengal
4 these days.
5 MARTY McHALF: Just about the same and
: part of it is an act with Stengal, and part of it isn'te.
= INTERVIFWER: Did you play against Stengal?
y MARTY McHALE: Yes, I pitched against
8
o
: ° him in exhibition games.
W
> INITFRVIEWER: How did you come to go %o
0 10
© E the Red Sox, how did that come about?
2o 11
veo
z MARTY McHALF: Well, well it came about --
CooH 12
&K
géﬁ I pitched in three no hit games in e row. I had scouts
z . 13
.y
wik from all over the place there, you know,
“eE 14
m%é TNTPRVIFWER: Well, why did you sign with
nsg 15
z ¢ the Red Sox?
I 16
g MARTY McHALE: Well, it was almost my
- 17
p home town,
z 18
I NTERVIEWER: Yah, that's true. Did you
19
get g bonus?
20
MARTY McHALF: Oh, a big bonus, absolutely.
21
What d1d T get =-- I think I got somewhere around two
22
thousand dollars,
I NTEFRVIEWER: That was a big bonus?
MARTY McHALF: That was worth ten thousand
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1 28
2 of these dollars today, as you know, being a teachers
3 and knowing the value of a dollar,
4 INTFRVIEWER: It's a lot different today
5 than it was then,
6 MARTY McHALF: Well, the depreciation in
7 the value of dollars -- I had a bid to go to Detroit =
3 8 one to go to Pittsburgh - one to go to the Gilants =
E 9 one to go to the Braves, Red Sox and there was one from--
E 10 sort of & veiled bid from Cincinatti.
wg% 11 I NTFRVI EWEFR: Had you been a Red Sox fan
§§§ 12 when you were a kid?
E%% 13 MARTY McHALF: I never went to a big
:g% 14 league game,
g 5 TNTERVIEWER: Until you played in them?
% : 16 MARTY McHAL®: I saw, that is I think
; 17 T saw one game before T went into the big league and
5 18 that was & game Sal Young pitched in Boston. You see
19 T lived nine miles out of Boston and in those days they
20 didn't have automobiles running back and forth or
21 buses. You had to take a trolley car and change two
22 or three times, but this Cincinnatti situation -=-
23 Griffith was down there managing and when I reported
- to the Red Sox, which was in June, following college,
25 that was in June, yes, his club was pleying the Braves,
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2 over at Breaves field across the tracks from the Red Sox
3 Park. Now, the Red Sox were on the road when we reported.
4 ' INTFRVIEWER: Had you signed yet?
5 MARTY McHALE: Oh, yes, but they were on
6 the road and they didn't want these college boys who
7 had signed with them right away, they had to make room
W 8 for you, you only could have so many players. So I
0
o 9 remember that Griffith came over to the Red Sox Park
g 10 one morning, we had morning practice, to watch the boys
ogé 11 work out and the club house man told us we were all
Eg; i% being watched -- like you'd watech horses, you know,
gég 13 working out each morning, and he salid 1f we wanted
Egé ” to stay with the club .better take it easy and not put
még 5 too much on the ball while you're working and so on.
[a L
3 o INTFRVIEWER: Why is that?
!
= - MARTY McHALF: Well, if you want to stay
5 - with a2 club, because see they usuelly ask wavers on
5 thg newcomers. immediately upon revorting to see if any-
20 body other than themselves zre interested in the young-
é1 ster, and if they are they can withdrew the wavers
after a certaein time,
22
- I remember very definitely -- I went out
o there and T was pitching to the hitters and I put
’s everything I had on the ball because after looking
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over that bunch of Red Sox pitchers I could see that
there was not much chance for a youngz collegian breaking
intc that lineup.

At anv rate Griffith must have put in
some claim on the wavers, you see, because two days
later I was on my way to Chicago to join the Red Sox,

They had withdrawn the wavers., I joined  them in

Chicago and we went from Chicago to Cleveland and T
remember my pal, Tris Spesker hurt his finger in Chicago
and he was out for s few days and they had Cris Mahoney
who was an outfielder, pitcher and a good hitter.

They had Chris playing right field when
we played in Cleveland, Harry "Hooper" -as playing
center and Duffy Lewis pla ying left and he put me in
to pitch my first game in the big league against that
Cleveland club, all those boys, Joe Jackson.

INTFRVIEWER: Joe Jackson was with them
then,

MARTY McHALEF: Yah.

TNTERVIEWER: That's the first game you
were ever in?

MARTY McHALF: Yeh, I was defeated two
to one. I had ten strikeouts.

T NTFRVIEWER: You went the whole -~ the
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2 entire nine innings?
3 MARTY McHALE: Yeh, I had ten strikeouts
4 and T lost the ball game because of one of those sun-
5 field things -- George Stovo was playing first base for
6 Cleveland and he got himsgelf a legitimate two base
7 knock and he was sacrificed over to third, and then
g 8 the next batter hit a long fly to Duffy out in left
E 9 field, Duffy Lewis, and Duffy was dead certain on fly
§ 10 balls, but Harry was playing centerfield, Harry Hooper
Og% 11 who was dead certain on fly balls, but when Speadker
Eég 12 was in centerfield as Harry sald afterwards, he said
gé% 13 we used to let Speaker take everything within range,
ggé 14 and as you know, Speaker, in my opinion was the greatest =
géé 15 I hate superlatives but nobody was in his class as an
% : 16 oﬁtfielder, but Harry seid Duffy and I didn't get our
; 17 gsignals crossed but we were not sure as to who was going
5 18 to teke the ball,
- Finally Duffy went for it and just as he
o made his pitch for the ball the sun hit him right between
a1 the eyes and he didn't get his hands on the thing and
- Stovo, of course, scored, and the fellow who hit the ball
23 he got himself a double from the thing. He -- somebody
- got a single on top of that and anyway the score was two
- to one, That was it. The strange part of it all was,
WASHINGTON OFFICE NEW YORK CITY OFFicE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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2 and T never couvld understend it, I didn't get to start
3 another ball game,
4 INTFRVIFWER: That was in 1910,
5 MAPTY McHATF: I didn't ¥now why, I
6 thovaht my firet ehowing was pretty good. I gave up
7 ceven hite, never walked anybody =--
w 8 INTERVIEWER: How did the players treat
0
<
4 9 you?
i
- ig MARTY McHATF: What?
O =«
aﬁ 11 TNTFRVIFTWEFR: How did the other nlayers
052
Eég 12 treat you, comine straieht out of college? A rookie,
k6 E '
rod
OE& 13 in the middle of the season?
poy
et . NARTY MeHALF: Oh, all rizht, fine.
E o
w§ 8 5 They were 211 right, T knew some of them, "Grodnick"
o@E
? ¢ 16 who used to play out in that summer lesgue, you know,
o Bill G
o Pill Gerri .
0 17 errigan
=
; 18 INTERVI PWFR: They weren't reel rough
)
19 on you?
20 MARTY MeHATLF: ©Oh, no, no, you know a
o lot of those stories are fantastic, A lot of those
22 stories -- you know, you read about sawing up a fellow's
23 bat and all that sort of thing. T never heard of it,
22 I never heard of it. I think if you were trying to beagt
55 somebody out of & job he wouldn't bresk his neck to
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2 teach you very much, that would be a natural setup, but

3 I never heard of any of those thinsgs,

4 TNTTRVIEWER: Yah., You mentioned Joe

5 Jackson., TIs he as great a hitter as stories about him?

6 MARTY McHALF: One of the grestest natural

7 hitters.
3 8 ITNTERVIEWER: The greatest natural hitter,
g 9 MARTY McHALF: He was marvelous. That
é 10 day that T had the ten strikeouts I had Joe twice, two
UEE 11 strikes, no balls, and T did something that the average
Eég 12 big league pitcher would never do. Instead of trying
§§§ 13 to fool him with a pitch I stuck the next one right
igé 14 through there and caught him flat-footed. He never
g° s dreamed T'd do thet,
% ¢ i6 %o the next time up there the same thing
; 17 happened., He hit a foul, then took a strike and then =--
5 18 "Chad Clino" and 0l1d head was catching and he came

19 out you know, midway conference, talked it over, and

20 he said what do you want to piteh to him, a curve ball,

21 end T egid, no, T'm going to stick another fast one

22 right through there.

23 He said, he'll wurder it, well -- we'll

24 see, he took another one. But, the third time he was

25 up he hit & ball that was like a shot out of a rifle
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against the right field wall., They had an extended
fence in right field and it wasn't too far out there,
I think it was seven feet high, one of them bleachers
were out there, and that ball went out there like a
shot, and it was retrieved by ¥ric Cooper, in left
center, a shag you know.

He used a tremendnus great big long black
bat and he was a big man; he weighed -- Chad was around
gix two and a half, something like that and built in
proportion, more on the slender side, but -- wiry you
know, tremendous.

INTERVIEWER: Taking everything into
account, who was the best ball player you ever saw?

MARTY McHALF: Cobb -- you're talking
about all things, taking 2ll things intc consideration.
Cobb was not the fielder that Speaker was,

INTFRVIFWER: Speaker was the greatest
outfielder?

MARTY McHATF: I think he was in a class
by himself, "Harry Cooper" was excepntiorally good.
And there was a national leaguer named Mcore who also
was a creat outfielder., I really could name quite a
few outfielders, but I'm talking about fellows who

covrld play deep second base and still be great out-
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INTTRVIFVER: Did Spesker really play

n?

MARTY McHATF: 0h, yes, Speaker would

plav close encugh so that gt times in these run douns

he'd be in on the play,.and then the next
would hit & long fly into centerfield and

on his bicvele with his back to the ball,

not backing awav, he'd turn his hack and run, and you'd
think he had a radar or a magnet or something because
iust at the proper time he'd turn around and cstch
the bell over his shoulder.
INTERVIEWER:Um hmmm,
MARTY McHALF: Those fellows, Speaker,
Touis and "Hooper", they used to practice throwing, some-
thing thaet you don't see anymore, You see a little of
it, but not like you used to, and those fellows would
prectice throwin~- so that they'd have a "cap” down near
the cetcher and they'd see who would come closest to the
cap, when they'd throw from the outfield. They all hag
mervelous arms,

Nobody would run on that trio, rarely,
if ever, and J think that most of the people uwho ever

played baseball in that era and even after, who ever
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saw them play, would say that there was no trio that
covld coare with -=

TNTFRVI FWEFR: Yers, Let's skip down to
Cobb. Really, there is no doubt in your mind that
Cobh wee the grestest ==

MARTY MeHALF: In my opinion, T always
gualify everything abouvt opinions. Ase I =aid, he
covlidn't throw with thoee fellows, and he couldn't
field with Speaker or Hooper, but -- as yov know Speaker

hit arovnd 340 something over a period of twenty=-two

-3

years, here's a point that these fellows don't give
at 11, these writere of today.

They've only seen these fellows play a
few years., Now, Cobb played either twenty-three or
twenty-four vears. He had the highest hatting average
of anybody in baseball, even today, nobody has the
average that Cobb carried for twenty-three or four
yeers.

TNTFRVIFWFR: Imagine that, 367 wasn't it?

MARTY MeHATF: And nokody could run bagses
like Cobb, Nobody.

INTFRVIEFWER: You were on the mound when

he was on the =-

MARTY McHALF: Oh, yes, I was, and 1 never
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was =- Ty and I became pretty good friends after, He
always used to call me when he came to New York, just
to ggv hello, how are you, ané when he was very, very

sick, toward the end, 1 used to talk to him on the

phone up at the hotel.
Of course, nobody could ever tell anything

to Ty, he had his own opinion on everything. Ve used

to talk security, but you can't argue too much with a

fellow who hee over two and a half million dollers. He's

no dope,
Anéd, he was no dope in baseball, He used
to do some of the th'nzs that were fantastic. He would

set vp a plav, He'd watch the, he alwavs stole on the

pitch ==
TNTFRVIEWER: And you were a pitcher,
yoﬁ knew he was going to steal on the pitcher, what
covld vyou do about 1%?
MAPTY MeHALF: Watch him very closely,
throw over a few times. You could almost tell when he

was going to go. He wouvldn't go just to steal a base.

He'd go for reasons, they'd have to get a run or some-

th‘ne, he'd worry everybody, and you'd usually pitch

out when you were afraid that he wes 2oing to run.

He had managed the Browns and then he
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came bee¥ and hecame assistant in Tetroit., In Detrolt
he wae livine st the Ansonia,

TNTFRVIFWFR: The ball clubs uced to stay
2t the Ansonia in those days didn't they?

MARTY MecFALF: 7T was the first one of the
group because when T was doing a single in vaudeville
T steyed there durine the w nter and then during the
summer 1 went up there and used to stay there end ebout
o2 vear after, "Teslie Noonan" was sold by the Red Sox
to the Vankees and they broucht him vp to the Ansonia
andthen ball plevers began to come in and then the
out of town teams staved there.

TNTFRVITWER: Tt's etill the same Ansonia?

MARTY McHALF: Yep, on 72nd. We stayed
up at the Ansonia, there was a little poker game going
on in one of the rooms -= 1 was kibitzing or looking
on and Ty came in with the Detrolit Club at that time
so "Harley", Dan, Tan Herley, who came from, not too
far awav from my home town over there, not Brockton but
one of those other towns nearby, and Dan said, "Vou
¥mw Ty, T'm glad you're here,"

He said, "Thies big stiff, you never did
much hittine sgainst him", snd Ty said, "No, that's right

T never did, he never had enocuch to hit." T never gave
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2 him any fat pitches to hit, and T never did, but T used
3 to give him more g2ood balls to hit, w'thout much on them,
4 You know, a helf-speeder, and a dipsy-do, or what they
5 call today, & elider, you know,
6 TNTFRVITWERP: You played on the same team
3 with Bebe Ruth in Borston?
W 8 MARTY McHALF: Yes.
O
. % TNTTRYI FVER: Put you, when I seid to you,
W
; 10 who is the grestest ball player you ever saw you didn't
U
gé 11 csay Fabe Ruth, vou didn't think a second, you jusct
;EE 12 said Ty Cobh,
Xy
EEE 13 WARTY McHALF: Well, T think that Eabe
Egé 14 was one of the greatest, mo doubt ghouvt it, but T'm
g - telkine sbovt all around.
% ’ i6 TNTFRPVIFWER: PBabe was a great pitcher,
; 17 MARTV MeHATF: Yeh, Tabe was a pitcher,
5 18 INTERVIFWER: He was a great outfielder.
19 MARTY McHALF: He never threw to the
20 wrong hase in his life, but Eabe reminded me of a
o4 monkey, swinging bv his tail from a limb, from limb to
- 1limb and never missing his catch on a 1limb or anything
- of that kind. 7T don't mean he looked like a monkey,
24 INTERVIFWER: He wes pure natural.
4% MARTY McHALF: He was so completely natursl|
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2 He never did anything wrong on a ball field thet I can

3 remember, Cf course ==

4 INPFRVI ¥FR: He didn't just hit home runs,

5 he was a =-

6 VARTY McHATF: Rghe was & sreet player,

7 he could hit into any field when he had too, but, of coursg
3 8 they made such a furor over his home runs that he got
E 9 away from his neturel ability as a hitter just to hit
; 10 home runs. FHe struck out more than any other human
Vo
ogé 11 that you ever saw snd he was one of the heautiful sights
Eég 12 etriking out. He gave it evervthing he had.
§§§ 13 Do you play egolf?
2;% 14 INTFRVIT™WER: No.
wif VARTY McHALE: Well, Babe used to have a
% ¢ 16 follow through, here's a point ; the Babe had a follow
; 17 throueh so besutiful they took some slow motion plctures
E 18 of hie batting one day that thisproved by the camera

19 that the Rgbe's follow through was so great that when

20 he'd hit the ball, now the same thine applies to golf,

21 Ttve seen plctures of golf clubs hitting the golf

22 tall, that dislocetes the molecules in the bell, same

23 thing in a baseball, same thing In a footbeall, when

24 these kickere kick a footbgll, it flattens out, and

25 then, T wouldn't say a few seconds, less than a few
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1 1]
2 ceconds, these molecules are gsthered together gcain
3 and assume the shape of the ball or the feootball, IJ'tve
4 seen it happen, I've seen 1t on the screen. 7T've seen
5 it proved bv the football and the golf and by the Rabe
6 hitting the ball and it flattened ocut on his bat and
7 left the bet and befecre 1t could get very far sway
g 8 the tat had caught up with it again.,
; 9 His follow throush wes so perfect and
]
Z 10 so fast. You couldn't see that with your naked eye,
:gé 11 but the camera proved it. If somebody told you ahout
§§§ 12 it you'd seoy well, maybe, but this proved it. Vou
gég 13 didn't have to =--
oy
zgg 14 INTFRVITWER: As T eaid thoueh, you've
géé 15 got in your mind thatCobb was the greetest ball player,
% : 15 ell around?
; o VARTY MeHALE: T weuld say it was a
5 18 matter of opinion., If T had the two men, if you want
- to make a point of it, if I had my selection of either
- men, as you'd choose up sides, I would take Cobb.
- TNTERVIEWER: B could beat you more ways ==
- MARTY McHALF: He could beat you more ways
23 than Ruth could. He could do most everything but steal
- firet, and he can't do that. Mike and T, in our act,
25 T used to do a numher called, ""hen You're & Tong Tong
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used to de o

T

vay Trom Home", and at the same time
recitation, and the last two lines were, "when you're

on third hase alone, you're s=till a lons, long way from
home "

T used to sing the last line, I'd sing the
verse and the crorue, then do the recitation, and NMike
in the epotlight would be listenineg very seriously, and
then we finally made the switch so that when I'd say,
"when you're oh third base alone", he would hit me on
the chest, and say, "You're =till a long, long way from
home , "

Thet 2ot a lsugh you see, instead of being
on the seri~us side, that recitestion was serious about
life ©beine like a game of baseball, if you make a hit
okay, but no one overlooks your errors, you know, one
of those sericus things.

I NTFRVIFWER: You e%ill remember it?

MARTY McHALE: Oh, I do it every once in
a while now. I wae up et dear 0138 Maine six years ago
at the alumni dinner and 7 did a routine for them for
ebout twelve minutes, and then last year I went up again
and switched the rovtine a little bit but kept that in
there, you know, the long way from home situvation, and

the knothole, Jimmy peeking through the knothole and
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wetch*ng the +all game, one of those tear jerkers from,
you knew, how thinges have changed, wyou can't peek
through a concrete fence and csee a game of ball today,
the difference, but I'm speakine of the Rabe, he was
in Poston with this quartet, see, and John, he's off
the Times now =--

INTFRVIFWER: "Gerbinher"?

MARTY McHATLF: No, Dawson, no -- and
he uvused to write this column -- whet the hecks his name,
well, it doesn't make anv difference, but he ==

INTFRVIFWER: Toomis?

MARTY McHATF: Who?

I NTTRVI EWFR: fToomis, Johnny Teomis?

VARTY MeHALF: TUhh, Curren, Johnny Curran,
Damon Runyan had written a story about me, to the extent
he gg2id thies fellow, meaning me, who is not ?he greatest
ball player that ever lived, he said, but he 1s probably
the most versatile man who ever followed the business
of baseball, so Johnny asked the Babe about i1t, and he
ssid that Marty played in the big lesgue, he played
football in college, he was on the track team, he was
a singer,he wrote for the theatre syndicate in the Sun,
he weaes in the Air fervice -- and he went on to tell

all these thines, and then the Behe =8id, well, T don't
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know sbout all those things, but he was the best &I sing-
er T ever heard.

(T.auchter)

T uyeed to tell the storv, when T wass in
vaudeville, T said, you know, we uced to t alk ahout some
of the ball playere a little bit, and there was one
fellow who never got a home run off of me and he's one
of the grestest home run hitters that ever lived, T
eaid, and Vike said,who's that, and I said, Babe Ruth,

He said, "He didn't?" and I said, "No,

T never pitched against him,"

(Laughter)

Just & little laugh, but you krow, never
pitched against him,

TNTPRVIFWER: Why is it that, well, now
mavbe T'm wrong, so T'11 go back one step further. Ts
it true that all the ball players liked Babe Ruth and
not many liked Ty Cobb?

MARTY McHALF: Well, they're just a hundred
percent different,

TNTERVIEWER: Then it is so, I was going
to say why is it so0?

MARTY MeHALF: Ty was a domineering boy,

he wes not friendly at all on the ball field. He was
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out there to win that ball game at all costs, any any
cost. The Rabe was out there to win it too, but he
could relax a little better, and he could s=ay hello
to a guy once in a while,

He could get just as mad as anybody in
the world.

TNTFRVIFWER: Ancother guy that didn't
know anyone's name, hmm?

MARTY McHATF: Oh, him, he never knew
anybody's name, "Hi Kiddo", he never could remember
anyone's name, and he was one of the most charitabvle
guys, he's glve you his shirt, Cobh would too, but he
wouldn't want anyone to know about it. Cobb did a
tremendous amount of good for hospitals and a creat many
people but he wouldn't want anyone to know about it,

TNTPRVIFWER: Can we talk sbout, remember
T asked you about how they treated you when you were a
rookie. You know there's a lot of stories about how
Cob» had a lot of trouble when he first came on the
Tigers.,

MARTY MeHATF: Recause he caused most of
it,.

I NTFRVIEWFR: He just didn't, T mean he

just corldn't get along with any of the regulars.,
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MARTY McHAL®: Well, he would fight any-
body, T mean he was a drop of the hat --

INTFRVIEWERS: I mean some sweet guys like
Sam Crawford, really pleasant people wouldn't speak to
him,

VARTY MeHALF: And he was always in troutle
with Georece Moriarty. T knew George quite well, George
was a veryv good third baseman, a big fellow, and quick
speed for a big fellow, You k¥now, like some of these
ble line men today 1In football, quick speed, not for
distance, but short distance, and T don't know how many
times Ty and George got tangled up,more wrestling than
fighting, but a couple of timees George, I know once
Danny Burch told me, I wasn't there, that George clipped
Ty in the locker and closed the door on him after a
terrific spat. Ty would never admit defeat in any way,
never,

He'd be right back at him again the next
week or so,

TN"ERYTEWER: He couldn't, evidently he
covldn't take the sort of teasing thet g rookie was --

MARTY McHATFE: No, and he wculdn't take
it,

TNTFRVIEWER: And it's really harmless, in
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most cases anyway.

MARTY MeHATF: 2f course it's harmless,

a lot of kidding, you know, but he was a hot head, but
boy oh boy what a tremendous person he was on that
ball field.

He would meke a play that would look so
stupid and be caught, you know, in a run down or some=
thing, and he'd be developine that situstion for a time
whenvhe'd need it, then while the pitcher had the ball
in his hand he micht start to second, things like that,
and then the next time he'd do that he'd start and stop
and 2o back, and the pitcher would he in such a rush that
he'd throw the ball over the first baseman's head or
he'd throw to the second haseman into the dirt or some-
thing.

He'd build these things up. And another
thing about his base running -- I used to =--

INTFRVIFWER: He really wasn't fast now,
wag he?

MARTY McHALF: No, but he had a long big
lovping stride and he was always watching that baseman
who was covering the play. If he would see the second
haseman or the shortetop covering and look like he was

coming into, in towards the infield meeting a throw that
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1 48
2 was low, he would eglide out into center field, end if
. he had the room he'd hook it as he g1id out with his
4 left foot. If he didn't have the room he'd slide 1t
5 out there »odily and came over and grabbed the bag with
6 his hand,
7 Now, if the throw was high and he could
3 8 aluays tell bv the way the haseman went after it, then
<
E 9 he'd have to think like that, you know, it's just two
>
8 . 10 or three seconds, you have to have intuitive thinking,
w%i 11 T13d call it, if it wes @ high throw, Ty wuld slide in
z =
EEE 12 toward the infield and clip it with his right foot or
Z: 13 his right hand. The same thing with third base.
wy
mgé 14 A11 those thines, and the cuy woul? practice
a
;EE 15 g1 these things, Fe just didn't do it from sittineg in
b
z 16 e chair and thinkine about it.
g 17 INTERVIFWER: Now, he wasn't a natural
; 18 was he? He was a made ==~
19 MARTY McHALE: He worked, he worked at 1t,.
20 INTFRVIFWER: Yah,
21 MARTY MeHALF: When he would be in a batting
22 slimp, and any time Ty was hitting 310 or 320 he was
23 in a batting slump, he would go out there and have
24 somebody throw to him until they got tired of throwing,
25 then he'd cet comebodvy else, and he would just hit
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“ straight through,
3 INTFRVIEWFR: Held his hande spert, didn't
4 he ?
S5 MARTYV McHATF: He alwave held his hands
6 -- srmetimes a 1little more than others, according to
7 what he wanted to hit, and he's shift his feet too, and
g 8 tow ard the end of his baseball 1ife, when they began
E 9 to talk about home runs, one day over in Philadelphia
5 10 when he and Speaker were playing for the As, somebody’
w%é 11 said, "Ty, you don't hit many home runs", and he said,
Egé 12 "No, he said, T never, I just try to hit where I figure
g5
Egg 13 it's easy to hit with this pitcher pitching the way
z;é 14 he's pitching end the ocutfield rlsying the way it's play=-
¥
EEE 15 ing and the infield pleying the wey it's playing, he
= 3 iz sald, but 1f you'd like to see a couple of homervns T'11
; 17 try to get them for you today", and he had three.
-
; 18 He juet =1id hie hand down, way down at
19 the bottom and eot his feet.set end he hit three home
20 runs, He was, you never could figure what he was going
21 to do, never, and that's why, as I said to him once
22 when they were talking about -- Clint Barthington was
23 a great friend of Cobbs, the cartoonist, and Clint was
24 talking to Ty, Clint and T were very friendly, his wife
25 was a customer of mine, and he asked Ty about me, and
S TR NEW YORK cITy oFFicE LONG ISLAND OFFiCE
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Cobb said, well, he said, well, He's not what you'd

call a great pitcher, but one of the smartest guys out
there, and he said, you never knew what he weas going
to do.

TNTERVIEWER: When you were pitching digd
you have any spit ball or anythine like that?

MARTV McHATF: T had everythine, yes, spit
ball ==

TNTERVIEWFR: You digd?

MARTY McHAT.F: Yee, but as T seaid to Frank
Creham the other night, we were talking sbout allowing
the "emory" ball back, you know, and Frank said, what
do yvou think gbout it, 1 said it wouldn't make any
d:fference Frank. 7T said, when I was pitching I was
supposed to be a it bell pitcher but 1 had a better
curve than a epitter. T haé what they call a medium
good fast ball, no over=powering fast ball, but a good
enough fast ball, and if you took something off your
curve =nd your spitter and your slow one, your fast
hell looked a lot fester.

7 eaid they still have these fellows that
throw svitters, doesn't make much difference because
even when we had spit ball pitchers, in both leagues,

you couldn't pick six good spit ball pitchers in both
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leagues, you coulén't pick six.
You'd pick a fellow like Fd VWalsh with
the Vhite fox, the two "Coboreskies", Burley Grimes,

and the left handed spitter in the National League,

who has since lost both lecs, Thomas liitchell, and
the reason T know his name Jack Helsey was talking
about him recentlyv.

Now, Thomas was & good spitball pitcher,
not es cood as "alsh, Welsh in mv opinion once again,’
was the bhest epitball pitcher. He worked harder at it
had a better espitball, had better control of it, and
he pitched in more bsgll games than any pitcher in either
league over a period of years.

ITNTFRVITWEFR: Yes, he pitched a lot.

MARTY McHALE: Ygh,

INTFRVIEWER: Marty weren't you on the
game team with one of the "Coboreskies"?

MARTY McHALE: Yes,

TNTFRVIEWER: When you wuwent to Cleveland?

MARTY MeHATE: ©Stanley. Now, he was a
pretty good spitter, but not in the class with ¥alsgh
and not as good as Purley Grimes,

TNTFRVI FFR: How good was "Secotty", not

as a spitbhall pitcher, but --
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MARTY ot so 800d. Tddie weas
with ve in Boston yc¢

INTERVop, you weTe on the same
club.

MARTY Mya, He wat going with
aspitter., He used 1o y,¢ e0TV bll, and then
he developed what we ¢ us\qme" pel. He used
to heve verafin on difpartgof n trousers,

T NTFRVI By ¢ we D'1€821e

FARTY MoEgyss wes | 168al, and he
would juvet go over all tgchess that parafin,
mekine the other part of g1l ro's Jjust like
an emory situetion, and a.yy palone of the
most dangerous.

T NTTRVTEWER: epiPS not particu-
larly dangerous.

MARTY McHATF: ot RCe It broke
down and usually out or in, wn’™ in. Once
in & while you'd throw it a 1pcle arm and it
would kind of sail out like a auhe best splt
bell was the down. Walsh used -

T NTERVIEWER: Didspitball when
you were in college or did youlater?

MARTY McHATE: Tall in college
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2 but very rarely threw it., T used to have a very good

3 down, what thev csll a drop curve end it would, you'd

4 get thet over spin on it and overhand and that bsll

5 would break much hetter than aspit.

6 But you'd drop that all the time,

7 INTERVIEWFR: Yes, they never knew.
g 8 MLRTY McHALF: With every unitch they
; o dropped. S0 you never had an ides what would be,
w
“ - INTFRVIFWFR: T'd like to ask you, when
:EE 11 you decided to sign with the Red fox and become a big
Eég 12 league ballplayer, professionsl ball player, your father
gé% 13 had been interested in your becomine a Civil Fngineer --
ggg 14 MARTY MeHATFE: My father had died.
uf 5 TNTERVIFWER: Oh, Your mother -=
% g 16 MARTYV McHATF: She waes still alive,
; 17 INTERVIFWER:: ”hét did she think gbout it?
E 18 MAPTY McHALF: fhe thousht it was fine,

19 INTFPRVIFWER: Did she know anythineg about

- baseball?

- MARTY MeHALF: Only that she knew that 1

- like to play and she knew that I had alweys played well,

o INTERVIEWER: DTid she ever see you pitch

" iﬁ the big 1leagues?

55 MARTY McHATLE: No., She saw me in vaude=-
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2 ville though, When I was in hiech school T was captain
3 of the Pgll team and =- when I was a junior and a senior,
4 two vesrs, ceptsin of football when I was a junior and
5 a senior, so she used to see me play foothball and hage=
6 ball in hizh schoel,
7 INTFRVITWER: Then there was something else
g 8 J forgot to ask you, when you first, that eame you
<
e 9 telked abouvt when you faced Cleveland in 1910, your
w
>
o 10 first blg league came, were you nervous?
O
35 11 MARTY MeHAILF: Not particularly.
voo
z %<
;§§ 12 INTERVIFWER: 1 can't imagine how you
Ofre 13 coulén't be nervous,
ooy
WY E
Xuz 14 MARTY MeHATF: T wouldn't be whet yout'd
£
Sn
gEg 15 call sloppily relaxed. Tt was the first same in the
? 16 big lespues, but T was one of the most egotistical guys
. ‘
g 17 that Cod ever put on this earth, T felt that I could
=
; 18 beat anybody. That's the way T felt, and T think it's
19 a grest way tc feel, if you can prove it.
20 I NTFRVIEWER: TYou felt that way when you
21 started this ocpenine day for the Yankees?
22 MARTY McHALE: Oh, sure. I used to tell
23 them after, Stuffy McGuinnes and T were pals. He lived
24 over in Manchester, Mass., by the sea, and we used to,
25 years later we used to havebesch parties over there, my
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2 own Mary lived in Manchester end she had a hundred
3 lobster traps out in the ocean and we'd cook the lobsters
& on the beach and ftuffy would come in and Jack Craul,
5 and the sportswriter from Boston on the Traveller would
6 come over, so he used to say to Jack, he'd say, we,
7 The Atheletics, are always wondering how this muy ever
g 8 was hesten becavee, he said, we would have nearly every=
5 ] bodyl!s signs, you know pitchers, we knew pretty well
§ 10 vhat they were throwing, how they'd handle the ball
wg% 11 or the way they took their stance you know, and he
d.Z
Eéé 12 egid, we didn't get the signal from the catcher, we got
E%E 13 them from the pitchers, but he said this fellow used
g;é 14 to show us, the spit, and I seid, of course, I'd show
Eh
gég 15 it to you because you guys, I knew you were getting
% ¢ 16 signs, and then when you were winding up you juet turn
; 17 the ball over in your hand and instesd of throwing it
E 18 straieht, you'd take those two fingers of f 1t and throw
19 them maybe a "streamfall" and these fellows would be
20 off stride and they'd bloop it up or something.
21 INTFRVIEWFR: How did it come that you
22 started openine day in 191l end '15 for the Vankees

when you hadn't won a lot of games the season hefore?
Why you for copening day pitcher?

MATRTY MeHALF: Well, one of the reasons
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wee thet every came that T lost the previcus year, they
pot & good contest, even thouech I was defeated. They
cot a hattle, they always had a battle or their hands
and when Chance asked me to work the opening game, he
cave me the jct two days before,

He seid I want you to be ready, he said,
I know it's not goine to bother you any. He said, some
of these other guys would he vomiting, but it won't
bother y~u much., T caid, it won't bother me at all
becevre if we et enoueh runs we'll win, and if we don't
we'll lose, and that alwave was my attitude excepting
thet every time 7 started I felt that T had a chance to
win even thoush 7 knew thet I wasn't going to get many
runs.

TNTFRVIFWER: How did you get from the
Redfox to the Yankees? You were traded --

VNARTY McHALE: 1 was sold.

TNTFRVIEWER: In 19127

MAPTY McHATE: Yah., They got --

INTFRVIEWERS: In the middle of =-- were
you with the Red fox after the -- durlng the Vorld
Series of '127

MARTY McHAT®: 112,

TNTFRVIFWER: You saw Joe "Wood" win his
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2 MAPTY McHATE: Yes, and I =saw Harry Hooper
3 meke that cateh off Larry Doyle, and I wrote a story
4 about thet.
5 (Chiming clock ohscured voices.)
5 ‘ -- gnd Snodgrass, not fnodgrass but
7 Merkel and Meyers, either one of them could have caught
i 8 the bell and Yatty came in too, and the three of them
0
; ) let the ball drop. Now, Snodgrass in my opinicn was not,
W
; 10 this muff was not a bad muff at all because he was SO
Ugg 11 certain of making that catch that he was careless, and
;EE 12 thet happens.
gég 13 TITERYTEWEFR: Oh, T'm sure that harpens.
Loy
:;é 14 MARTY McHATF: In anything. ©Now, T don't
ggé 15 know if you remember the play out here at the Yankee
% ‘ 16 Stadium one day when the Chief, pitchine for the Yankees,
; 17 the Tndian, what was his name?
E 18 INTERVIFWEFR: Reynolds,
19 MARTY McHALE: Reynolds,‘yeh, he had
a6 pitched a no hit, no run game previously. He had two
4 men out in the ninth with Ted Wiiliams at bat. 1 was
- there and Ted hit e high pop fly, foul, and Yogi ran
23 a quarter of a mile under it,and then missed 1t com=
24 pletely, mede a dive for it, and he was fog? or fije
- feet away from it and the hajj dfopoed,"and_] thought
U R NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE
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2 whet a terrible thine it would be for Ted to get a base
3 hit on top of that, but just fortunately he hit another
4 fovrl fly and Yogi caucht it.
5 Now, he didn't cet hie hande on the firet
[ cne, He migiudeged it, end thet cen happen in any »all
7 perk where thet wind ie blowineg out there in the stands.
g 8 It goes for a certain distance and all of a sudden it
<
5 9 takes off,
é 10 TNTFRVIFYTR: Vah., After thet Snoderass
w%% 11 made a beautiful cetch,
E%g 12 MARTY McHALF: He did, he made & running
E%% 13 cetch end it was a gorgeous cne, and Herry made the
Eéé 14 best cetch I ever saw, Hearry Hooper. I hear from him
gég 15 every, tuice a year,
v% i 16 INTFRVIEWER: Where does he live now?
; 17 MARTY McHALF: 1In California.
5 18 INTPRVIEWTR: He used to be a Postmaster
19 out there,
20 VARTY McHATF: Well, he's retired now,
21 Herry has plenty of the world's goods, but he was Poste=
22 master quite a few years,
INTEFRVIEWER: In Toapatola, California.
MARTY McHALE: Toapatola, yeh. He owned
a great many -- he owned a couple of food markets, and
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Georee Courtney, who comes in here from California,
George ies the head of the actor's Guild out there.
He used to pley on the coast yeers ago, in the Coast
Teegue, a big cix foot three 1lad -- grest shape now --
probahly eseventy something but looke fine and he was
telling me that Harry sold some of his waterfront
property osut there and a couple of his orchards and he
gsaid == in Harry's lost letter that Thad from him, he
said "includine a house up in the mouvntains" -- so we
can go out and do a little huntine and cet down and

play & little 2o0lf,

7 bowl in the winter days says Harry and

tJe

T'm in slmost es eood condition as your in. He made
this cetch, and T wrote a story about Harry and in

the story -- abdut the catch -- and from the bench

thet looked -- he had his back to the ball and it looked
like he caught it »ackhanded, over his shoulder, and
efter T sent the storv to him, this wes in the V12
World Series, he wrote to me and he said, "I thoueht

it was & very cood catch too", he said, "but you were
wrong in your perspective. "hen I ran for thet ball,"
he said, "I ran with my back toward it and yov zuys

with your cranine necks were so excited about it, when

I ran into the low fence -- (you see the hleachers came
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2 up from a low fence, they didn't have any high fence),
3 he sa’d, "The low fence turned you around so that T
4 half way te the right and I caught the ball in my bare
5 right hand."
6 Yell, when it turned eround it looked like
7 it was hie 127t hand from where we were cseated,but he
g 8 caught It in his bare right hand. The hands are so
E 9 close together thet it would be hard to tell, from a
5 10 distance anvwev, but T would have made a wamer that it
wg% 11 wae the left hand,
z2%2
;EE 12 Tn those daye they didn't have those big
5
§§§ 13 lacrose rackets thet they have now, to catch a hall 18.
g;g 14 They had o 1little bit of a elove and you cut out the
G
gég 15 inside so that the ball would stick in there., Fyen
% : 16 the infielders hsve thoee.
; 17 IRTFRVI FWFR ¢ You bring me to & subject
-
: 18 thet T've been --
19 YARTY McHALF: Did Joe have any gloves up
20 there?
21 INTERVIEWFR: No.
22 MARTY McHALF: I thought he might have had
23 one to show you,
24 TNTERVIEWEFR:  N-, he had some of these
25 youngsters gloves but thet was all,
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MARTY McHATP: Well, todsy with this, with
theese thines, T don't krnow how they can miss a ball,

I NTFRVITVFR: Well, that's one thing T want
to ask vou., What's different about baseball today com=
pered to your time?

MARTY McHATF: Well, the first thing that's
3different about it and the worst thing in my opinion, 1s
the home run. I think that hes chsnged baseball terri-
fically. From so many angles. Now, let's first talk
of the fellow going up to the plate.

Seventy=five percent of the time he goes
up there with the thought of hitting the ball out of the
ball perk, and it's not too difficult to do, hecause
they have moved the ball perk in on him. In the 014
days they juiced up the ball some, but when they talk
about the dead ball, there never was any dead ball that
T can remember.

Ttve got a couple of scars on my chin
to prove it. I sew Joe Jackson hit a ball over the
top of the Polo %rounds in right field, over the top
of it, off one of our pitchers and I have never seen
or hesrd of eny one hitting it over since, and thet was
around 191L or '15 or %6, in there. Today, they've

moved a1l those areas in., Now in right field and center-
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field and left field, you've got stands. They used to
have a bleacher, way out, in the 0ld days, but the
only home run you'd get world be if you hit them be-
tween the fielders,

You'd get it -= "in ground" thev'd cell
1t, a home run in eround and if a ball =20t by inbetween
those fielders, he wouldn't be able to -- if you had
any speed, he wouldn't be able to throw you out,

But, todey if they have good long flies,
it's in one of these short stends, and then if you
bunt it out they have juiced the ball up a little bit,
"etolen" says no and he'll bet you thet they haven't
juiced it up any but T'1]1 tell vou something where I
think the hall ie a little bit more resiliant.

They are using an Australian wool now
in winding the core of the ball, ITn the 0ld days they
used wool but not the wool that iw® as elastic as this
wool, That's my own opinicn., T wouldn't be able %o
prove it, T don't know but I %row the core of the thing
is about the same, the size of it is the same, the
weight of it 1¢ the same,

INTTRVIEFWER: Were the seams ralised more
in yovr day?

MARTY McHATLF: ©Not so much. I have some

WASHINGTON OFFICE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE LONG ISLAND OFFICE

1311 G STREET, N. W. 180 NASSAU STREET 2350 OCEAN CREST BLVD.
WASHINGTON B, D. C. NEW YORK 38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. Il

METROPOLITAN 8.0889%9 WORTH 4-7582 GRANITE  1-6208



1 61

2 0ld beseballs at home thet I was testing arainst these
3 new ones. Jim Reecan got a couple of the new ones for
4 me for my son, John, end I don't see any greet difference
5 in the ball, gripping it you %know,
6 T think it's egsier to grip in some cases
7 now, for erme pitchers T mean. You take the so-called
g 8 slider that they use, that's just a fast twistine curve
: 9 and ﬁhen the v take gomethineg off it to make a clow
W
Z 10 cuvrve, then they have , what do they call it today,
v
wgg 11 it's a piteh out that ycv throw over there and ynu gzet
0 a
;§§ 12 that spin g0 ng thet way instead of the,screwball, vah,
6 E .
§§§ 13 they call it the screwball,
o
:s% 14 Same things we uvueed to throw, got the same
o
gég 15 spin on it, you krow, and I think -
; : TNTFFVIEWER: Did you have knuckle balls
[ 16
; 17 in your dey?
5 18 MARTY MecHALF: Oh, yes,
19 TNTFRVIEVER: Now, why do they -- they
20 didn't use to have extra sized gloves to catch you
21 people thcugh, did they?
29 MARTY MeHATF: No, and we didn't have as
23 good a screwball as thev do today. That's one of the
24 reasons 7 think they can get this ball a little better
5% than we could hit that other ball,
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2 Now, "Seiker" was the first one who used
3 the W“nuckle ball, to the extent thet they called him
4 Knuckles, Quite a few of boys used to use 1t, I never
5 used it beceguse T never got any resvlts fror it. I
6 stole Fddie Carver's slow bresking douwner, the chance=-
7 up as they call it, you know, by taking those two
g 8 fingere off it and throwine it with that finger and
E 9 the thumb, vou know.
§ 10 Grip 1t that way as you wind up and then
wg% 11 when you come hack here let go of those firet two
zz%
;Eg 12 fingere just before you let go of the ball,
E%E 13 INTFRVIEWER: Theat's control.
z;% 14 MARTY McHATF: Well, that's what T'm
gég 15 talking about -- you had to learn how to control, and
% : 16 you threw it with just the same motion that you threw
; 17 the fast ball.
5 18 INTFRVITWVER: And just as hard,
19 | MARTY McHALE: But you didn't have those
20 fingers on i%t, that's where you got your change-up in
21 speed, and vou get a little bit of an overspin on it.
22 TNTFRVIEWER: Do the hitters now hit for
23 the homer, and they didn't use to?
24 MARTY VeHATF: Well, that's one thing
25 about the home run. You take even Bobby Richardson up
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2 there, f ellows like Robbr, who will 2o up there with
3 that idea of the home run. And then ancther thing,
4 the minute they have a pitcher in the hole, not the
5 minute but uvevally, they'll pick on what they used to
6 call the cripple, that next pitch, it's got to be some=-
7 where around that pleste, and they don't try to hit a
g 8 two base hit or a single, they're swingine from the
<
5 9 seams at thet piteh,
>
8 10 Then another thing they have a different
wgi 11 type of bat today. You notice how many bate they break.
o Z
z 3
- INTFRVIFWER: A tremendous sum,
Xy g
2§E 13 MARTY VcHALF: e never -- we woulédn't
wiE
mgg 14 bresk a bat in & season, hardly ever. Now when you
¥
EEE 15 have these very lichtweight bats, they zive them a little
s 8
? 16 more "whip". fee 1f you played golf you'd know more about
=
o 17 that because the golf clubs, some of them have lot more
-
; 18 whip in them than others, T used to pley a lot of
19 golf, T ueed to play every day.
20 Now, I play Saturdays and Sundays, but
21 T used to heve two sets of "lonz" clubs, as we call
22 them, for distance. One of them T'd use on one course,
23 and one on another. One you'd use a stiff shot, and
24 when you'd have to pet a tremendous amount of distance
25 vou'd vee that whip., It was harder to manipulate. See,
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2 anythineg thet's whiovpy is bharder to handle.
3 TNTFPRVITWTER: They're 1ichter, the bats
. are liechter today?
3 MARTY McHATF: That's right, that's right,
6 and that's ancther reascn for home runs., The thing,T
7 think the principal reason is the concentration of the
- 8 hitter oh trying to hit the ball ocut of the park,
E 9| INTFRVIEWFR: How about the fielding?
é ) 10 MARTY MeEATF: Well, these fellows =-- T
u§§ 11 think the boys, any of these boys in the big league
2%
§§§ 12 today couvld field in any lesgue at any time,
v e
2§§ 13 INTFRVIFWER: Do you think it's the equip=-
Wz
“eE 1 ment?
gﬁg 15 NARTY MeEATF: I think the equipment has
z “ 16 more to do with the spectacular play today. You take
E 17 ‘ thie here baseman up there with the Vankees -- now,
; 18 he's terrific, he's just terrific. 0f course, he makes
19 a lot of plays, sometimes it looks like he's not looking
20 st the play, and of course, he has a =--
21 TNTFRVIEWER: Now, you saw Larry Gardner
22 play third base, right?
23 MARTY MeHALF: Larry Gardner, yah,
24 TNTFRVIEWER: He was a good fielding third
25 baseman?
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2 MARTY McHALF: No doubt about it, And
3 Tarry was in thet quartet originally, a baritone, and
& he pleved a2geinst me in ccllege gt the Tniversity of
5 Vermont. He was a good, a great third haseman, and
6 he had that "trolley wire throw" to first, and Tarry
7 would be a 2rest third bzseman todav.
u 8 INTPRVIFYEFR: He didn't have a glove like
(V] 2
<
x 9 Boyer has.
w
> %0 VMARTY MeHATF: T think Tarry was not as
O
vk 11 agile as Boyer. That would be the only thing I'd make
052
f§§ 12 in comparing the two., I think Boyer is a little quicker.
ok )
xog
OFE 43 A 1little more egile than TLerry. PRut, on the other
Loy
w ﬁ =
T2 14 hand =-
1
w e INTERVIEWER: Do you think the o0ld boys
ooE
? ¢ " wovld have been as good with the equipment, with the
z
o 17 gloves?
[
; 18 VARTY McHATF: Oh, sure, they 4id it
19 without the gloves. MNow, you take a fellow like Wagner,
20 I don't mean the Wagner we had with the Red Fox,
21 Pittsburgh Wagner, Honus Wagner, who came to see us
22 in Pittsburgh at the theatre, and he took up the whole
23 fressing room with that bis can of his when he came in,
- but there i®m one of the most awkward looking humans you
. ever saw, but he rarely, very rarely made anything thet
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2 resembled an error. He'd smother the ball with his
3 big hends, and he'd throw these fellows out from any
4 spot, never stralghtened up to make a throw, he'd throw
S from down here,
6 You remember Rizutto. Well Rizutto would
7 throw from down --
g 8 INTERVIEYER: "I alwaye thousht Rizutto was
<
5 9 a greet fielder.
E § 10 VARTV VeHATF: He was, he'd throw from
wég 1 any position, he had to, in order to get that baseman,
z
E 12 just throw, he didn't have thet -- that some of the
xoe
ggs 13 othere have, bu% he would take a ball so fast,-- so
:gé 14 does this fellow they have now =-- he get's the ball
5
EEE 15 avwavy very rapid. They heve too, those boys have too.
? ) 16 Tony Guscen with the Tlgere, he had to,
z
ot 17 he was a 1ittle bit of a guy and he had to get that
=
; 18 ball away fast. Nouw, there wes a fellow who would corpere
19 with Royer, he waes playing with the White Sox, he was
20 on thet Plack Sox team, Fuck PReaver,
21 TNTFRVIFWFR: Buck Reaver,
22 MARTY McHAT®: FHe was not in then on the
23 thing but he had an idea that somethine was in the air,
24 on the fire, and he was banished because he wouldn't -=-
25 there was a fellow who used to play just about like this
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2 fellow Boyer does, He was a better hitter than Boyer,
3 g better baseman, and he would field with Royer any day
4 and throw with him,
5 Ruck Peaver would be my old time baseman,
6 INTERVIFWER: You don't seem to give the
7 impression =- now you think the o0ld timers were head
g 8 and shoulders asbove the modern ball player, you don't
E 9 think that do you?
; 10 MARTY MCHALF: No, I don't think that
v o
o§§ 11 they were, no I do not. T think -- now let's be fair
Eég 12 gbout thiss, 7T think that they were just as e0od and
§§§ 13 with the equipment these fellows heve they mizht have
E;é 14 been better. The on’y thing that you get from thece
7
gég 15 boys that the cl¢ timer didn't have, was the home run,
% ¢ 16 and there's reason for thet, there are many reacscns
; 17 for it.
E 18 OCne is the field is shtorter everyplace
19 you go, there's a short field some place, in nearly
20 everv ball park, The ball might te, and I =gy it might
21 be, 8 1ittle more resiliant, but the bats are whippier =--
an the thing in my opinion ie the concentration in going
23 up there with a home run in your mind.
24 You don't hear these cuyve talking about
25 that ,thece writers, thev don't know ennugh about 1it,
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but when you go up there with the thoucht in mind of
doing something, well -- you're concentratine a little
more on do‘ng it. In the old dave they didn't have
that thought in mind at all.,

INTFRVIFYEP: Are you still much interested
in basebeall Marty?

MARTY McHATLF: I know very few of them,

TNTERVIEWER: Do you watch the games?

MARTY MeHALE: Oh, yes, very much, T have
a very dear friend on the Yankees, Jim Hagen.

TNTERVIFWER: I remember whern he used to
catech for Cleveland,

MARTY MeHATT: One of the createst there
ever was, for eighteen years., He was the outstanding
catcher for over sixteen years in the big leasues and
one of the nicect persons you'd ever want to know. He's
a terrible -- he's a fellow who has a friend from Boston
who went teo high =chool with him, a priest, Father
Collinshead -- Jim was a terrible guy to have around,
he eits there, reads papers, smokes a cigar, doesn'st
drink, very rarely goes to the thestre, once in a while
he does, he sald, hies whole life is baseball, he says
very little.

T seid to Father one day, well, it's too
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2 bad thet he didn't know me. I would have tauzht him
3 how to hit.
4 (T.aughter)
5 Recauce T was & == T could always hit,
6 and never tried to murder the ball, tried t~ get that
7 base %nock and tre devil with it, and Jim like all the
g 8 rest of them he was up there trying to knock the ball
: 9 out of the park and he'd do it occasionally.
w
; 10 INPFRVIFTWER: TFven 1f you don't know many
:ﬂé 11 of the present ball players, you know a 1ot of the old
20
Eé; 12 timers and you read a lot about the present ball players,
g%g 13 was there anv difference in the kind of a human belng,
ooy
‘;’ 4 1n his interests, in his outlook on 1ife, in the thinas
mgé that =--
avE 15 ,
% y YARTY VeHATF: T wouldn't think there --
; 7 of course, there are more things to do now. They didn't
E 18 have any television in these dayse, they didn't have
19 any radio, thev had intermittent radio, it was just
- starting to come in., They didn't -- they did like the
21 theatre, guys in my time, they used to love to zo to
- the theatre and thev knew a lot of actors, and they
- “wnew a lot of boxers, they used to go to the fights
and to the theatre.
24
You know when yru talk about, when you
25
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2 read abouvt some of these fellows talking about how they
3 used to hang around saloons, well -- that's not true
4 at all °
5 You'd find a guy in a saloon once in
6 a while but you find these guys in nighttlubs. They
7 go there for entertainment, and might take a drink,
g 8 They're not drunks, T never had a drink in my life
<
e 9 when I was playineg baseball, never had a drink when T
w ying ’
>
8 10 was in show business, never had a cdrink of any kind,
[y
wag 11 even beer, until I was out of the Alr Force.
z23
o . 3
;EE 12 When I was in show business T wae Iin more
oy §
OF. 13 saloons than you could shake a stick at and never had
o
] é E
“eE 14 a drink, but peoprle will see vou in there --
(2"
(o]
> Q
DEE 15 TNTPRVIFWER: Yeh, but what I was getting
[
; ¢
| 16 at was T get the impression, and I want to check it
z
o 17 with you, that in the old days the ball players lives
=
< . X
z 18 were more involved in haseball, that bageball was a
19 bigger vart of their life.
20 MARTY McHAT.™: T think that'e right., They
21 didn't heve too many outside interests and most of them,
22 well they didn't have any agent for one thing, and any-
23 time you were -- well when they'd go to a hospital %o
24 see some crippled kids or somethinz, you wouldn't find
25 one , you'd find a half a dozen wru'd be willing to go.
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If you wanted somebody to talk at your
dinner, your =--you know, if it had to do with charity
or something, you'd find a half a dozen willing %o go.
They had fewer outeide interests, more -- in getting
backgto your friend Joe, how there was a fellow who
could do nearly everything well,

He was a great ball player, not just a
pitcher, he was a good outfielder, he was a good hitter,
he wag a 2nod baseman, he weculd run like »lazees, he
used to werk real hard before a ball came, he'd be
around the infield, working around with the infield,
or out in the outfield, playine with the outfield, and
he wag iust a @ood all eround hall plaver, a great
pitcher.

INTTRVIFYER: Great pool player too.

MARTY McHATLF: T was 2oing to get to that,
he was one of the hest players, and hilliards. He could
plav any kind of a card game and well, alsc a good
pgolfer, T think that he could have done nesrly any=-
thing., 7Tf he were playing foothall he'd be a zood
aquarter hraclk,

TNTEFRVTFWER: He was a natural.

MARTV McHATF: Fe was a natural, yes, and

talking sbovt egotistical peorle, there's a guy who had
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2 terrific confidence, terrific, He was without being
3
too fresh, he was very cocky, you %Xnow. He had the
4
0ld, as "Jessce Greer" used to say, the 0ld "confidence".
5
INTERVIEWER: T saw some pictures of him
6 : g
when he played with the Red fox and I re~ember saying
7 .
I had never seen such a baby face in my life., Thig was
e 8
o the baby face of all baby faces,
<«
&
i » MARTY McHALE: Yah,
>
0
0 . ko INTERVIEWER: He looked like he was about
-
A :
v2a thirteen yeare old.
r A
—EE 12
;ﬁg MARTY McHATF: He waen't very o0ld =hen
Dn_ °
off 3
eos he went to the Red Sox,
W e
mg% 14 . ;
£ h INTTRVI®ER: No, he was about eighteen,
wid
E“E 15 MARTY McHALF: Yah, T was going to say
; C
é 16 he wae uncder twenty, hecause Speaker ard 1, in 19 =--
o
b 17 around '1%, we made a motion picture of the big stars
<
# 18 in both Major Leagues., T think it was just before I
19 went into the service.
20 INTERVIEYER: Do you have any prints still
21 around?
22 MARTY MeHAL®: T have some stuff right
over there and T have some mnre in my cellar,.
INTFRVIEYEFR: I mean a print of the movies.
MARPTY McHALF: I mean a print of the movies,
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2 That's what T'm talkine about. Fee, T sold the rights
3 to the YMCA. T had eighty thousand dollars worth of
4 bookinegs for the picture and they declared baseball
5 during the war not essentisl, so they all cancelled
6 the eighty thorsend dollars worth of bookings,
7 TNTERVIEWER: You were in the Air Force
g 3 then weren't you?
N 9 MARTY McHAL®: Yah. So I went to the YMCA
1)
; 10 with the picture and thev bought the rights to use it
:&E 11 in the campns, all over Furcpe and in the ships going
L.}
E%é 12 over and back and in the camps here, you know, and
kG E
§§§ 13 I, after the war was over I showed i1t up at the Rivoli
Loy
EEE 14 and the Rialto and the famous Roxy, my friend Roxy,
ggé - God Rest Him, took the thing over and showed 1t at
% y the Rivoli and the Pialto and then down to Fifth Avenue,
; - and then 7 haopened to come into Wall Street to work
E 18 and T forcot all about the film,
- Tt was put in the morgue someplace, up
20 at the Rialto or the Rivoll and the WCA loet theirs
. somewhere, it was lo<t over in France, but I had left
29 in the tins s~me cuts and excerpts of the shots of ==
03 well, Speaker, Hooper, Ruth, "nody and Yatty and all,
o “alter Johnson, you know a lot of these fellows, and I
£til1l have them, and 7 chowed 1t only awout two years
25
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ago at the Pathe Projection room one day and it still
looks pretty good, clean ycu know.

INITFRVIEWFR: TIs it cood film?

MARTY McHALF: Oh, sure, it projects it-
self, sure,

INTFRVIEWER: What year did you get in

the stockbroker business?

shed

e

MARTY McHAT.F: Well, after I fin
the Air Force, I went to work for the Sun doing stories,
and there was a fellow down with "X3dder Peabody"
named Penny “rant who used to play third base for me
in high school and he was doine very well, so one cay
T eaid to him what do vou have to ¥now to he a stock-
broker and he said, not much, he =aid, all you have to

do is ¢et yourself with a good house andé take a little

e

time out and he said, with your back~round, college
background and so forth it wouldn't take you long to
get the drifst.
You might have a little trouble with
the ccles end of it at first, but they have nizht courses

which T took, and T went to work for a fellow wro went

Peabndy and he was with Tee Figeoinson previously, then

he went in for himself and T went tn wmork for him,
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2 After a couple of years I had some very
3 gcod aceounts and T oot some men, *traders, cashiers
4 and so forth, end T had the accounts and I had learned
5 enough about what to do, T had enouch douch to nut up
6 money for the breakinz ground snd what hav= you, and
7 Tt've been down there for several years.
w TNTEFRVIFWER: Te this tradineg or under-
8
U]
< writing or --
e 9 ting
1]
& MARTY McHATF: No, we do a lot under=-
o 10
) L .
.- 1 writing, a lot of estates and trading =--
zzx (Fnd of tape)
CEE 12
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