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A He was hrouzht in there hv, what's 713 name. rae
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A Stallings. George Stallings, Cr Y and rhe Whire 30

L Sc I down and maok o maragsment s
2all Cluh, & . WhO is the Pregident »~f rhe Mers
time owned the New Haw pzll team, 0T course wihen =
rha © R
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rhink it was, =har Russgeil, Migs Li1lld -~ apne
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down and she locked at me and she savs, "Hello!' She savs., "Is
that vou Chiaf?"
didn't zpeak to me directlv, but went on -- ‘£ was abour the war.

So I got to thinking about it, so that's where I lefr George Weiss

I went down to New Vork and enlisted in the Marine Cowps., 1 doa's
krow whether George has ever forziven me since, I haver't seen him,
’fhniquyaﬁ experience toe in the Marine TCorps. 0f course., I never
Fnt very o Iy o8

,\- %‘{‘:Pf"" 1 :}r\:i‘: :1‘_3,‘-? 3 25 u;\

A I enlisted for rhe duratior of the war, jast
of 1it.

Q How long did rou stsgy =-- 2h, iust --

A Just the Armistice was signed T znt

out of i, but I never went 2ack iato saseball any mave, s " L
] 1 " A B f 4o ) ) . . .
played a fsw exhiplfion games and so on LiXe that buf --
) What did rynu dofb
. 1 ~ AT e e iy T o~ B /W w4 went Lnoe
A 0h, I cocwe out heres, .o came QLLL-—*ﬁﬂ“”‘ and [ went intLc
¥

just a -- hardly compensated me for anything. However, T retired
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What did you do after the Indian Serwvice?

Well,

I haven't dome anything much

a kid now - 82 vears =-- total disab

. I've heen

retired.

from the Marine

™
Corps.

A Se, that's that., 0Oh, I can marace to do

I've got now so by God, I can't do so much., I like

chores avound and that sort of thing and “eep dusy,
=, s i ;
Q vell, vou lonk good.
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was horn.

4 bt IS
ligtle
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ores, 1 don t think there's a lazv bone ir my bedy, however,

I teep moving,

Nt course,

2 4 e ¥ - T onwery te s 1 2]
Q Did vou zvow up in Biverside?
A VYaaa, I zrew up in Riverside,
~ g " : 1 +
9] Did »wou grow up 1n the town.
L hate
A el R P N I L raF o
A weirl, 1LC wasn ¢ mucn gL & -..,WUA“ nean
there is now. Howewvar, we lived there in Riverside; T went o
scheol thers fact all wy time wntil T

masehall and then I was all over the countTr.
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Q Did ~-- what did veur father do?
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Q Ch, that's too bad.

tnew, he ] gone befnre I was able to know
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A ?heEe_mas_re&E—my%widowed mother.

Q And you went to grammar schonl and high school too,
did vou, in Riverside?
A Yes, I had a pretty fair education. In fact, I went East

and availed mvself of a college education at Darthmouth College.

However, I didn'r finish, which is one of the regrets of my life.

Q Did you go to Dartmourh?

A I was in the Class of 1509.

B How long did you gon?

ol

A T was there one yemr‘A a semagrern,

n Ah,

A T get -- they still -« vou know, Oartmeutih is just like

FX9

the Giarts - oree a Giant zlwavs a Giart - and thisg  quoted from
Chaucer J?bnﬂe a Dartmouth alwavs a darcmouch,

0 Ha, ha.

et

A So ycu never lose that affection for ”Héiﬁvhﬁﬁl regardless
if vou just get in there and get a cup of coffee thev instill that
spirit inte wou that lasts, Your Dartmouth men ars wery, very close
all over the world - all over rhe wovld, Ther'll never turn vou
down .

G Were rhere many Indiang in Rivewside when you gvew up here

oncbr
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wasf—~ but thev finally zot pushed away to the hills

Q You weren't on a reservation of anv sort?

A Oh, I was -~ I was on one. When I was

1ived on a reservation for a time and

it
reservation when L was voung.
8 2

Q How did vou get started to play baseball?

many Indians in baseball in those days. Why was that?

3 2 : 3 ! . 1 3 1 % E
all, T was just going to school and that way -- ard o

I ent cut of ?:if”‘xt gharced nlaving hagebhall profeasginng
Q vho sizned vou f£irsz?

Q Who siened vou unp first?
A Oh, I wasn't sizned up to -- I plaved =oro - vou
amateur -~ well, it ain't amateur, bur I made 2 livinz st

~

know, It

and --

went to school on the

a yvoung fellow we

There were o

now

- - - H N . - + 7 - . - »
In fact T didn't zet ints orcanized basehall until T nlaved i

L didn't get Vi re nasehall unt oL
Hawrisburg, Pernsylvania,
¥

Q How did rhat come abouh ==

Fe

How did that come abour, that ryeou wmoved from --

=i



A Well, T played in Butte, Montara and from Butte =-- well,
T nlayed in Los Angeles in organized baseball. In organized base-

Angeles and then €rom there teo Butte, Montana and from
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Butte, Montana to St., Paul, from St. Paul to the New York Giants.

3
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Q How did vnu with vour first ovganized team

GQ

Who signed you?
A Well, =b= I don't know. Ther never had anv scours in

1,4 ¢ L [, 2 Rl e b T e - .
those days, or anvthing, You're thinking modern. There was nothing

rthat.

rou, ther ook rou -- that's all {ou nraved Tourse
o o - o -

A Sure, in the esrly davs, ves 7o werven £ oadmitted to

-

T o1 o L m R mamits T v ow  Thas Wont e T, NT el i - oy P
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thas, He's the one that naic the ﬂr«v?fj even more {nan tne
» . " 1 1 = b 1 s 1
nrice to get his ball team in to be respectaed He's the one that
g

C T d'dr't know that,
A k ‘that time baseball was a roudy zame. :T-*¢ Hour e of. by,
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Q In huh.

A Gosh! As old Al Smith used te sav there in New York

A Well, it's a matter of record if vou'll hunt it up. We
didn't strike out, W@ hit the ball Here thev are, veou know, a
litrle »ir of thin-handled bat -- thera's z bat of mine gvar thera
in the corner. You just txy 1ift ic

2 Is this one thet ~- oh =--

A & modern ball nlaver wouldrn'=z have nothing to do with
that bat.

) This is one of rthe bats vou usad”?

A That's mv bat, ves,.

] How heavv is this?

A T don't know.

G - Must he about 48 ounces,

A a8 uess, O than thac hey got it

A VYeah. In his dav, he hed his pretty zood hefty bat.

s signature oo the bat.
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Q Un huh. Yours is heavier.

A Oh, yeah, but I can't hardly -- I can't handle the bat
now. I can't handle that bat. It's too heavy for me. We didn't --
couldn't -- oh, there was a couple of guys that -- one in particu-
lar that I have to give credié?h He'd strike me out once in a while.
0ld Grover Cleveland Alexander. Boy, he had stuff, ont think he
didn't. I hit agin Walter Johnson in exhibition games, and he
never struck me out.

Q Is that right? Could you see the ball when --

A Why, absolutely so. I see the ball. When you're batting,
you don't wait. You're in motion, and when the pitcher -- when
that ball leaves his hand, you're in motion yourself. You're with
it, But I'm telling you, that Walter could buzz it by you. He
sure could. He was wonderful. He was the fastest man I ever saw
in baseball. I've hit against Rube Waddell in exhibition games.

Q He was faster .than Rube Waddell -- Walter Johnson was
faster than Rube Waddell?

A Oh, yes. Yeah, but Rube had the control.

Q Was Walter Johnson faster than Joe Wood in 19127

A Well, I hit against Joe Wood in 1912, Yes.

Q Joe was pretty fast, then?

A Well, Joe was fast, but I hit one back at him and broke

ot leavt apll of fo be corddu] pted.
his hand./"They took him out of the ball game in the World Series.
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Rod 2 gove! Ma 2ge cin Tlo
Hit it rightback at him - hit his bare hand‘\\He was bleeding, and ‘qu&
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he couldn't pitch anymore. They took him out/l You got to be mov- ’
ing. You have to be moving when that ball comes in. Of course,
if it comes in where you are, all right, but if it doesn't, why
it's just too bad.

Q How did you get to be -- move up to the Giants?

A Well, I was sold to the Giants out of St. Paul.

“IA/
Q You were always a catcher, by the way, weren't'--
N
A Always a catcher, yeah.
Q And when you went up to the Giants, they had Bressnérhan,

didn't they?
Y

A Yeah. Bressnerhan was there.

Q How did they treat you, a rookie coming up?

A Well, you couldn't -- I don't like to say this, but I
was a -- in those days, when I was young, I was a foreigner. I
didn't belong. I was an Indian. These guys of Irisn and Dutch
descent, we don't have those fellows in here any more much, they're
not many of those people anymore -- They're all Polinski -- you
know. You see a lot of Scandanavian names in there, and oh different --

e &ottv\/« bk T

even Italian boys}whe=gee~iﬂ the game, you see? And the Irish ones,
and so on, But in those days, those tough babies - oh, you know,
they didn't consider a youngster at all. He was in there after his

job. That's the only way they looked at a youngster. I remember
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when I broke in with the Harrisburg club, they had a whole lot of
old timers on there, and Lucﬁ?, the catcher, he got hurt, his
finger, and couldn't catch, and Schreiber, another catcher, he
got hurt, an old timer, and the manager told me to put the stuff
on, and I did, and the pitcher was pitching out there, and gee,
I wish I could think of his name, this old distracted ?Zoﬁe,of
mine -- pardon my Shakespeare -- doesn't work. This pitcher was
a spitball pitcher, and the first ball he pitched, he hit me right
in the belly with it, because I'd called for a fast ball, and he
threw me a spitter. He crossed me up all the way. There I was,
a young fellow behind the bat being crossed up, and so I didn't
say nothing anymore about it, and come up the next inning, and ,
v & Condef catch fn
I didn't give him any signs at all, because I was on my own thenf
I wasn't expecting anything. He says, "What's the matter yewl=e
not giving any signs?" I says, ''What's the use. You go ahead and
pitch,“; And when it come time to bat, I had no bat. We used to
carry a bat in those days. I got a bat bag now, yet. Carried a
bat and a suit and uniform and everything. We didn't have -- we
we (W lewd P umtfkjglb@-VZU1ad4,Yffbf - -
had no —]/you know, so I had no bat, and Billy Hamilton was the
manager. You remember him?
Q Yeah. ‘
W were
A So, it came my +ime to bat, and there was a couple of men

on bases, too, and I went to pick up a bat, and some guy says, 'Hey,
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Busher, drop that bat!" So, I looked at the manager, and I says,
"I haven't got any bat," I said, just like that. Well, he went

over there and grabbed a bat and handed it to me. I had no choice
Rt
of bat or anything. Wells I went up to bat -- well, the first ball

aA— Vzimedl
was kinda high and inside -——#i% the o0ld head, kinda turmed me

at. & fa
down, you know. But,-yeu-kacw, I figurediit'd be like that. He 3+

was tough. However, on the next pithéLI hit one into the
Susquehanna River and won the ball game, and the papers come out
and gave me credit for it, and these two fellows couldn't get back

into the game yet, for a while, and I had a different pitcher that

really gave me the signs and shook his head off, and didn't make a --

WMQW

you know, I knew what was coming, and the next day, I . . . dig /ﬁabnzi
up the old papers there, at the Harrisburg club in the Tri State j?:q**

Gy .
League. e,

Q What year was that?

A 1906, I think it was.

Q That was your first club in organized baseball?

A That's right, that's when I came down and quit Dartmouth.

Came down to play baseball.

Q Who got you to quit Dartmouth. I mean, that must have --
A That is the regret of my life. I regret it to this day.
Q How did that happen?

A Oh, I had to go down. Well, it was the summer, you know.
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I went down there. I was recommended to play summer baseball and
I was ineligible anyhow for baseball at Dartmouth, because I'd
already played professional baseball. So, I went down there to
make a little money, but in the meantim?x'i was recommended down
there by our coach - can't think of his name nowx’ However, --
I went down there and played for this =-- in the summer, and when
the season was over and it was time to get back to college, prior
to that, my mother was very sick out here in California, and I got
a wire from my brother stating&she wanted me back, so I left there.
That was the unfortunate thing for me, but mother carried on for
quite some time. ffwas too late to go back to Dartmouth, and that
was the unfortunate period. Of course, I stayed, and then -- well,
there was nothing else to do but go on with baseball. From there,
I went to the Los Angeles ball team and so on and kept right on

L owerers
going ~-- oh,. I have no regrets about that. It's -- I made good at
that, you know, in a way.

Q When you were =-- the first ~-- the very first spring train-
ing with the Giants - how did you feel going up to the big leagues
the first time?

A Well, I -~

1909 --

Q
A 1908.
Q 1908.
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A That's right. Oh, I went along. It was all right --
Q Did you think you'd make the giants?
A Well, I always had confidence in myself., I never did =--
I always thought I was good enough for anybody, as far as that

goes. I always -- I never belittled myself in baseball. ¥I—dida'‘t

eare—
Q Even though they had Roger Bressnzéhan at the time?
A Well, oh yes, I knew that,
Q He was the best catcher in baseball at the time.
A I know he was.
Q Sure.
A But, I didn't =--
Q And here you were, kid going up there -- a kid going up

there at that time. Weren't you frightened?

A Well, I'11l tell you, this is -- Bressné%han, when I went
up there -~ it was 1909 when I got a chance -~ well, I was up
there. I could hit in those days. Of course, I was quite old at

the time, you know., See, I started playing ball when Dewey took

Manila.
Q Is that right? Are you just saying that, or is that true?
A Yeah, I started playing in the minor, you know, in the
bushes.

Q In 18987
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Yeah --
\\ éﬂﬁw‘b’d =

I'1l be darned. \ W%&»ibu'

I never got up there until I was 28 years o%\age.

Oh, really? N 4w,;ﬁgu¢m
’y-mlﬁ'dm«)'.

.
B
H

Yeah. 1909 I was at spring training with ~-- I w§§ 29,
I had to exaggerate a little bit about my age. When I went ﬁﬁa

there, I took off a couple of years, but that didn't help. I piéyed

those -~ in '16, '17, I was 37, and I wasn't too old for the \\

Marine Corps either when they took me there. They was glad to havé

me there.

&

Q You didn't come up to the majors until you were ZS.X/

A That's right.

Q Wow, that was a -- that's --

A And I didn't do spring training -- I was sold with
Mar%«érd, and Mar?uard came up from Minneapolis =-- Indianapolis --
Indianapolis, not Minneapolis =-- and I come up from St. Paul, and
some other guy came up from some other American Association club -
the three of us were all sold for $48,000. They paid six for me,
and eleven for Markward and there was some others that went up
there - the whole schmear that was taken up to the big league
amounted to $48,000. Now, they give a guy who don't know the way

ato the ball park a $100,000 to come up and play. Oh, that's a

shame. You know, they take a novice -- why, there's no business
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in the world -- they take a novice =-- they hire a man, you know,
unless he's had some training or something else, you know. Oh,
that rule is terrible. It's wasted a lot of baseball money, good
money. Baseball people :Egg;i;ather have -- well, I don't know,
they're supposed to have a lot of brains, but I don't believe 1'd
want to do that if I was up there - pay a man $100,000 who didn't
know the way into the ball park.

Q Yeah. They called Rube the $11,000 lemon for a few
years, didn't they?

A Boy, but he was good. Don't think he wasn't. But the
best lefthander I ever caught was old Napfggzﬁzzf There was a ~--
he didn't have the personality, he didn't sell himself out there
@n the field, or anything, you know. He had no, like the Hall of
Famer, that young fellow, Esa-Mgianville - 250 hitter for Christ's
sake -- pardon my language on thag?rfyand goes up and makes the

fecawae Gu's a Good clowmn.,
Hall of Fame/. . . oh, I saw him when he broke in.

Q Did you?

A Yeah, yeah, I was with McGraw, Mr. McGraw at that time,
and he come down, and he was -- we were playing in Boston, and
Cy Young was pitching, I think -- oh, no, Shore. Shore was pitch-
ing.

Q Ernie Shore?

A Yeah -- he was a young fellow at that time, and I think
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we got eleven runs off of him, you know, and this Mﬁ}anville was
sitting on the bench, and McGraw passed by, and he says, "Put him
. I ' S&i&ﬁoww
in there,'" he said. You know, he was kidding, kidding‘-— adder
than a deuce, you know. ''Put him in," he says, you know, kidding
him about the kid, and Ségg;gigot mad and he put him in there, you
know, and I was so surprised to see that kid work. He caught it
right in his beX%ey belly you know, and everything seemed to break
for him there. I think he got three hits and, oh, he fielded out
there like, oh, why, he was just a rabbit out there, and they named
him rabbit after that, you know, but he stayed in there twenty years,

C/QOMW .

and he was a wonderful fellew, but he never made any great record,
and he was a good fielder, but

Q Great drinker, too.

A Huh?

Q A great drinker.

A Oh, he was, you know, he was -- he was what they call good

&W\Ww

copy for Damon Runyon and[Grant -

Q What was the name of that writer that covered the Giants

for all those years --

A Who?
Q Sam Crane.
A Sam Crane, yeah. He was always good copy for those fellows,

and all of them, you know, they're different, you know, there was
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always a story -- that's where, as I say, NaP ﬁ%ucker never got the
credit for being the great pitcher that he was. There was a man
ought to be in the Hall of Fame. He had the stuff - control and
everything. Of course, he never had that individuality that b=
could sell himself. Lik;IDiMaggio, gee, there's a fellow, just
merely walk on the field, you could see, his attitude on the field.
They'd give him a hand for striking out.

Q Yeah. What kind of a guy was Rube Manggrd when he first'
came up? Was he copy --

A Well, Maﬁ?ward was a -- you know, he didn't know the
league or anything, and he ~-- of course, he was a kind of nerwvous
fellow.';He finally found himself, and he had the stuff and con-
trol. Control is the main thing today in baseball. Of course,
you've got to have some stuff with it. ) ‘

Q Did you catch Rube Marz;érd when he won thegiéé:Z:;;Z§$(

A He pitched 19 straight ball games in the National League,

and I caught most of them, everyone of them, practically.

Q He almost won twenty straight, didn't he?
A Yeah, Oh, he did win twenty. They never give him credit
Aeyme
for it. In those days, why, the whele scoreR-- why, he played for

the home team. Nowadays it's different. 1It's legitimate now, the
same way with everything else, and I don't know. The only honest

e
people they had in baseball was}the umpires in those days. That's
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right.

Q You were an honest man.

A Well, I never got put out of a ball game but once in my
life, and that was old Big Hank -- Hank 0'Day. One day, I got to
needling him there. You know, he's the one that made the decision
that lost us the ball game in 1908, the Series, which was on a
technicality that didn't even count in those days -- don't mean
anything today, when you come right down to it. The New York ball
club won that pennantf
Q Were you there then?

A Yeah, I was there, but I didn't play.

Did you see what happened?

Why, sure.

Oh -~ they never did get the ball --
Merkle was on first, wasn't he?

Crduell A Tl
Merkle was on first, andXBeiasal hit the ball&-- oh, I

Q

A

Q Could you describe it to me?

A

Q

A

can't recall it right now. McCormick had scored from first - from

third rather. It was a base hit, But Merkle didn't go to second

base. He didn't touch second. There's no question about that, but --
Q Why not?

gﬁ“iﬁiwgg?la ball, he didn't get the ball because

McGinnity was out there, and he had the ball and threw it into the

A But
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stands.

Q You saw him throw it in the stands?

A Yeah, the ball was thrown into the stands.

Then they got

another ball, and of course, they got O0'Day to rule on the thing,

and that was a xerkma technicality, of course.

go down and touch second, complete the play, and of course, Chicago

He was supposed to

beat 'em in a playoff, and that's what I was saying about the --

Hank O0'Day - we were always mad@§ at him because he cost us, cost

the ball club -- of course, I had no interest in it.

there, that's all, and --

Q You didn't play much that year?
O‘eu V\,o}

I was just

A Wesl., I wasn't even ~-- just visiting, you might say.

Didn't even -- because I was sold. I belonged to the club. I

was sold in 1908, but I never got into any games until 1909, and

that was mostly exhibition games then, and I never -- let's see,

ool The Uﬁwu/tq

it was 1910 when Bressnerhan wanted to -- wanﬁedxto go to the

St. Louis ball club to take the management down there, and McGraw,

Mr. McGraw, didn't want to let him go, because there was quite a

lot of baseball left in Roger yet, but I had proven myself to such

Y
an extent that Mr. Bressnexhan boosted me.
you want?'" He says, '"'There's that Indian.
which I was at that time, because I'd been

but he says, ''What more do you want? Look

He said,
He's a finished catcher,

catching all these years,

at him.

"What more do

He can hit.
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Let me go."K/And finally, McGraw let him go to St. Louis, but he
didn't do so well down there. I don't know, but it was through
his instrumentality that I got to catching first string for the
New York Giants. And, God rest his soul,AMéGraw worked me to a -~
to a frazzle, you might say.

Q Did you like him?

A Oh, we held him in high esteem. We respected him in every
way, because, I'll tell you, Mr. McGraw - his ball team never lost
a game, §E lost it, not his players. Of course, there's -- errors
of judgment. That was taboo with him. He wouldn't take any -- but,
errors. He often said, errors is part of the game. If there wasn't
errors, the game would be perfect, and nobody would come out to see
us, But he says, "Don't make too many of them, or else you won't be
here." Well, no, we held him in high esteem. You'll find that any
old New Yorker - they're all gone now, mostly. My dear old friend,
the second baseman, is still alive, Larry Doyle, up there at Saranac,

Pred

and $=d Snodgrass and -~

Q Rube?
WM.
A Rube. Rube is still ea%ﬁﬁuir4xui4¥5§ﬁ,Jﬁarned few others,

that I played with.
Q They all liked McGraw and respected him --
A They all respected him. They always called him Mr. McGraw.

They still held him in high esteem.
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Q Nobody called him Mugsy?

A Well, he didn't like that. No, he didn't -- that was a
sore spot with him.

Q What about behind his back?

A But we respected him because he -- because no one could
come around and second-guess him about his ball players, because
you had a fight on your hand right now. He fought for his ball
players. You couldn't go around and séjiMz;Zis so and so - nothing
doing with him. You had a fight on your hand right now. He pro-
tected his ball players at all times, and he didn't alibi, and you
couldn't - oh, how he hated lies. Don't ever come in with some
alibi. That didn't go with him. Nope. He loved the truth, and
you come with the truth, and just like I saiqiéhe time, a young
ball player come around second base, and he missed it, and the
second baseman called for the ball. It was the winning run. He
come in and scored, and the umpire called him out. Mr. McGraw
says to him, he says, '"What's the matter, didn't you touch that

M2 CGran~

" -HeAsays, "You know some-

base?" He says, "I stepped right on it.
thing. That'll cost you $1OQXE6r stepping on that base.'" He says,
"Any time that man out there said you didn't step on it, you didn't
step on it." He says, ''"They don't call that play any other way.

That's the only way they can call it. You missed the base, and

don't lie to me." Se.| that was McGraw. Oh, he was a great man - he
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was a great man, a wonderful man in every way. Cgﬂﬁ”;jle:"“

Q How was Robby as a manager?

A Oh, he was just a good old soul and everything. In fact,
we had a ball club that was all old fellows, like ﬁgébeét and Wheat
and all of us who was all on their last legs, the whole ball team.
There was only one ball player on the ball club, outside of Hy
Murray and Casey Stengel - they were the only young ones. All of
us -- Casey was the life of the party and everything and kept us
old timers pepped up, you know. I always maintained that Casey
won another pennant over there., Of course, Robby was the manager,
but he kept us guys on our toes, and we never had any signals.
Everybody knew baseball. We just outsmarted the National League
that year in 1916, with that old crippled up ball club, and in
fact, you might say, figuratively, they just had to wrap us up in
bandages and take us out to play the World Series. We were all
done.

Q Yeah. You had a lot of old pitchers on that team?

A Oh, yes, we had, but gee, we had pretty good pitching.
Yes, old Big Billéziéég;d and Markward and Jack Coomés and --

Q Did you ever see Willie Keeler play?

A Oh, yes, yes.

Q You did? Was he that good, as they say?

A

You betcha he was. Yep.
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Q He really was?

A He really was. You're darned right. Yeah . . . take
McGraw for instance. Those fellows were up there at the plate,
and they put in the foul strike rule. They fouled off a hundred
balls.

Q Really?

A Why sure. They set there and foul 'em off all day.

Q I'11 be darned.

A Yeah. McGraw was a hitter. He hit way over 300 for
nine years, straight, until he got hurt. He got crippled, you
know, with that spike by the same guy that spiked me in the
American Association, Harley. They come into you in those days.
They didn't, you know, they didn't fool around. You really got
spiked if you got in the way.

Q Who were the good catchers of your time, the real good
ones?

A Well, Bressngihan, Johnny Kling. Archer, I think Archer
was a great catcher but he waén't a hitter.

Q What about Gibson?

A Yeah. Gibson was a good catcher. Yeah.

Q Did you know him?

A Yeah, oh yes. He was with Pittsburgh. Of course, you

know him as opposition. Yeah.
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Q Who had the best arm of the bunch? Do you know, or
did they all have good arms?

A Oh, the best throwing arm was Archer of Chicago. He

Kiing,
was very, very accurate and fast and, of course, Kl was a better
hitter than he was, but Archer was the best throwing catcher. He
really could throw.

Q Who was the smartest?

A Well, I don't know. Well, if you had pitchers like Brown
and Mathg%gon, you didn't have to be smart behind there. Now, take
for instance Math%ggon. I don't think he ever walked a man, that
is from being wild, that is no control. I don't believe he ever
walked a man in his life. The only time he ever walked anybody
was fmr expedience, this—fetiew—is pitching too fine to him, you
know, and not letting him get a good ball, but there was never a
time that he couldn't throw that ball over the plate.

Q Who called the game? Math¥eson or you?

' S

A I'd call it. But if he don't feel right about it,Lhe
shakes his head.

Q Did he often shake you off?

A No. Matty never shook me off.

Q What was Matty like?
A

Well, I don't know. He was -- in those days, he was

bothered so by the public that he was very distant. He was hard
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to get acquainted with, but among his teammates, he was strictly
a team man. If you made an error or anything behind him, or any-
thing of that sort, he'd come and pat you on the back and say, you
know -~ he didn't do like some of the pitchers today and get éiéggﬁ’
about it and one thing and another. We loved to play for him,.
We'd wesk our necks for that guy. He never, you know, he knew -
just like McGraw. There's errors to be made -- it's human to err,
and we make them out there, but don't make any boneheads, you know,

b e

you might say. -Fhee=>s errors of judgment and throwing the ball
to the wrong place, and things of that sort, That%ﬁ don't go.
And Matty was =-- oh, he had exceptional control. Sixty-nine innings
without a walk.

Q What was he like as a person?

A Oh, wonderful character. Lovely character. dzzzié;aa in
every way.

Q I understood he was a very, very good checker player.

A Oh, éﬁi; that's what made him a great pitcher, his won-
derful retentive memory. Any time you hit a ball hard off of him,
you never got another one there.

Q Is that right?

A 7n0fhose fellows back there, they thought, they used their
head in baseball a whole lot. They talked baseball, morning, noon

Hecoll .
and night. McGraw could tell yog who-called games eight and nine
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and ten years old - where the ball was hit to and so on and so on.
The smartest man we had on the club was the bonehead, Mr. Merkel.
Mr. McGraw never consulted anybody on the ball club in the case
of strategy or anything of that sort. He never asked Matty - he
never asked mear anybody else on the ball team. He's say, 'Fred,
what do you think of this?" What a misnomer - one of the smartest
men in baseball. Fred Merkel.

Q Isn't that interesting?

A Isn't that something. It shows what the newspapers can
do to you.

Q That's unbelievable -~

A Yes, it's the truth. Never consulted anyone. He'd say,
"Fred, what do you think of this," sn Sech and Such aﬂa?,

Q I get the feeling that baseball was more of a matter of

intelligence =--

A —Geuéﬂ:beiso,Aand—they—§¥ae£iee~eha£—aeﬁk*-

Q More than it is today.

A Well, baseball, of course, is improving. I think it's
getting better. It's all -- I don't belittle the players nowadays.
The athletes are just as clever and just as smart in every way, but
they're all businessmen. They've got outside interests, and every-
body -- got his nest all feathered and everything else. Us guys,

we just played for the love of it. I never asked for a raise in
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salary all the time I was there, and I don't believe Matty ever did.
o LA b4 and

Yep, the only one we ever on was [/ . uheneuer—hedd try to get a
raise and quit was old Mike Daaat&&y Mike was the only one --
went out and went into vaudeville with Mablelﬂciafor a year =--

Q Mar@:érd was in vaudeville a little bit, too, wasn't he?

A Yeah, Markward never got any great amount of money. Did
he ever tell you what he got?

Q I think he said the highest he ever got was $7,000.
$7,000. Six or seven
The highest he ever got.
That's right. That's what I thought it was. Six --
Fred Snodgrass said that Matty never got more than eight,
That's right.

-=- if he got that much, Fred said.

-0 P O o Lo P

Yeah, I know. He never got any more, and he was glad to
pitch it. He loved it. He loved baseball, yep, but he was ready
when he went in there. He took care of himsdf.

Q I understand that with checkers, he played four or five
people all at once.

A Yeah, he'd play two or threé of them at a time. We never

S

permitted any cards - gambling, you know, in the Polo Grounds.
tee didn't permit it.

Q You mean, nobody played poker?
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No.
What?
We never played any poker or anvthing of that sort.

Never?

Lo R e

So ~-- tﬁ%& put a ban on it -- so we played checkers or
dominoes, and -- at the Polo Grounds, you had to report in the
morning at ten o'clock. They played daytimes in those days, you
know, No night games, @nd you'd report at ten o'clock in the
morning, and then we'd go out and have our workout, and the games
weren't called at the Polo Grounds until around i‘:;i:§ﬁ% Ehat was
on account of Wall Street, in those days, you know. They never --
the market wgi23;§t stop until it was three o'clock, and they're
way downtown. They'd get on that elevated train and, oh, four or
five trainloads would come up there at a time. They'd come -- two
or three thousand would come up from Wall Street, all good fans.
They held the game at four o'clock for those people, because in
those days, you know, they didn't draw like they do nowadays.

Q The games were over so much quicker then =--

A Oh, well, they played ball in them days. You could take a
pitcher nowadays, why, he, iﬁg&-- he wastes more time out there you
know, pgigzégg—his cap and rubbing his chin and wiping himself off,

Tle Wa{ .
scratching exrocund with his feet and everything, you know, they waste

ard an hour or so every day. We played -- always played a game of
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ball in less than two hours--never better. Two hours was a long
game, really was a long game. We playgd a lot of games in an
hour and a half. I played a game in an hour and -- nota hour,
but I mean 58 minutes, one time.
Q Wow .
A Yeah, they didn't -- the pitcher pitched and that's that.
You know, you get in there, and if the umpire's hustleming him --
no, nowadays, usually a pitcher will pull up his pants and do
this and wipe his brow and wipe his head off and pull his nose
and, gee, he's got more darned mannerisms out there, you know, and
well, if heMﬂ stan%{still for a few minutes and tries to kill time
that way, the umpire will call him, but if he's in motion and he
Saaalea
looks around at the outfield and here, and then he searegidown
there, you know. Lotta bull. You know, he's afraid to throw the
ball. You know, they seem to be afraid to throw the darned ball,
and he'll turn around and look at the bullpen ;:d see if he can't
get some help. You know, you can see it. 1It's so obvious. They
all -- of the -- course, the radio is on there, the television, and
they =-- oh, even the umpires want to get into the act nowadays.
Everybody's in there. They get interviewed, you know, I guess they
get good money for that, too. They all have agents,and so on.

Gee whiz. Money! By gosh, those guys -- some of these guys are

getting more dough than I could --well, I wouldn't permit ‘em to
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spit in my glove, because, you know, for dough. Oh, I'm not be-
littling them. They're good, Bup}they're smart. They believe.;z?
staying in the game and getting the money, and they get it, too.

Oh -- well, why not? Why shouldn't theyfgééigﬁzfégééégfaégWZ;a:?€¢a72122%
get the money....So that was the attitude in the old days. iﬁé:?*%7)
foni gkt the great sport - he paid the newspapers a whole lot.
He didn't pay his ball players. Connie Mack. Cheapest man in
baseball. Clark Griffith. Jeeze. They had no, you know, they
tried to organize baseball in those days, but they couldn't --
what's his name? Tried to get us into a fraternity. The ball

s Thenucelrea
player-hémsalfddidn't care about it, you know. They just wanted
to play ball. My top was $6,000. Matty was eight, around there.
We never got anything until Babe come in there, and then the crowds
come in, and when the Yankees built those -- and when the crowds
come in, you could see. When the ball players play to 50,000 and
C%U?;%:a% playing to 5,000 - the comparison there isx/;zgfigzéT so
somebody's getting that dough, and now, of course, Uncle Sam is «
very strict.f”&ell, I don't like to refer to him -- but our thiev-
ing government, but by golly, the%f%éke everything you got, and
these fellows - 10¢ on a dollar. It ain't fair. However, the
government's gotta be run because I'll tell you, there's nothing

like supporting the world and neglecting us poor Indians around here.

Q Why were there so many Indians in baseball back then?
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Chief Sokalexis - Chief Bender - Jim Thorp --

A Yeah, Jim Thorp --

Q -- yourself.
A Jim Thorp. There was a great athlete, a wonderful
)

athlete. Hexwas an Adonis. He was built like a Greek god. By
gosh -- boy, he had -- I roomed with him, you know, when he come
back from the Olympics in 1912,

Q He never could hit, could he?

A Oh, yes, he hit 300.

Q Did he? Why didn't he zxmek® stick?

A Well, I don't know why. Jim was -~ his deportment wasn't
any too good, ever since he come back from theﬁF- they took those
trophies away from him. I know, when he come in - one time he come
in early in the morning and woke me up. He says, '"You know, Chief,
the King of Sweden gave me those trophies, and the guy that finished
second wouldn't take them." And that broke his heart. He never got
over that, and that started him to drinking. He was never a drink-
ing man, as I knew him, prior to that. That is, I never knew him
at Carlisle or anything, because I never went there. However, I
knew people who knew him prior to that time when he was a great
athlete in football and everything. Prior to that he didn't drink.
Couldn't very well and be, you know, do what he did do, conceded so

by all the experts in the world as one of the greatest athletes that
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ever lived, be every expert in the game as the greatest that ever
lived. They may top his record, somebody. You always get topped,
you know, but in his day, there were --

Q Did you know Chief Sokalexis?

A I didn't knowﬁ He was from 01d Town, Maine. I never knew
him.

Q Chief Bender did you know?

a Wi
A Oh, ves, I knew Charlie quite well. Oh, yes, he was A ZaéJa

fron

around Minnesota.

Q The Indian was ;g‘a position of a minority group in those
days? .
Lt hal i
A Oh, yes.Aehey—efe yet.,
Q Yeah. ) -
¢
7

A Pefinttete . _Gesw=twmsslxe a minority group. You can't --

nowadays, you can't ridicule an Irishman on the radio, you can't
ridicule a Jew, and you can't hardly ridicule a Negro, but they can
kill us every night on the radio, and they shoot us down, and they
make everything out of us all the time, and that's one reason I don't

look at anything but a ball game on the =-- outside of the news -- on

the television. I 1ik§/ﬁ:he ball games and after the

news, why, then comes the killing. They're just shooting one another
down, and -- well, I say brainwashing all the children we got to

kill their fathers and mothers. That's what that's doing.
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Q This is a violent country isn't it?
A Well, it's made them so. We never had that when I was a
youngster, of course, anything to teach us the crime, kx teach you
how to steal, and the things that they have on there, teach the
youngsters to -- I think it's an awful bad example. I don't know
why they shouldn't have some more control over it and teach people
the good things of life. We don't. Boy, all around, we see ‘em
sneaking around and kilg%gs Indians - that's all they do. Agéi&i;%yké ”
«4%'7
Q This country is a country in which there's a great deal "%é:;

of killing and violence all the time.

A Well, yes, sir, it's always -- I don't know --

Q It's what we call civilization.

A Those things I don't like to télk about. I know them,
I see them, but -- and nowadays, the kids, you know -~ in the old
days, we had a saying.-'if anything was honest and upright, we'd
say it was on the square. They've even turned that word around where
it means you're -- belittlef?éa.- your're nothing - you don't belong.

@

Square deal is no more. You'rejsquare. Where do they get that stuff

anyhow? It's not =-- you cant believe it. It doesn't make sense,

that is to me. I guess, I don't know -- I guess I'm an old square
in the new sense, now. #m avhew Ve phate oA o fovd W?«mmwr%
* * %

. . anything about protecting their country, saving their

country or anything of that sort. There's no patriotism. The flag
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can pass by amd they don't even hang out a flag. There's only two
people on this street that hangs out a flag. That's myself and
this neighbor next door. I don't know whether he does it because
I hang mine out}or --
Q I want to ask you about that famous Snodgrass incident.
That 1912 World Series game.
A Well, I'll tell you. That's -- that was just a bald and
simple error. That's all. Mr. McGraw or anybody on the =kud club
Never censored Fred Snodgrass. Fred Snodgrass was another gentleman,
a very fine fellow, proven so throughout his life. We hold him in
high esteem, and everybody on the club did, but he wasn't a DiMaggio
on the field. He had a different attitude. He played the game for
all its worth, but when we -- when he walked on the field, he had an
antagonistic attitude to the fans,‘you know, and they were after him.
He created that environment. Hevggz;if:like -- like Joe Dimaggio on
the field, and you'd say they idolize him, the very way he walks on
the field. He don't have to play ball. Well, Snodgrass was out

there, and he'd, you know, he had that antagonistic -- you know,

the fans were after him all the time.

Q Was it fans, or was it newspaper men?
A Well, I guess the newspaper men were influenced by that
attitude.

Q Maybe it worked the other way. Maybe the newspaper men
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influenced the fans?

A Oh, yes, sure, yeah. Oh, yeah.

Q In other words, if he didn't get along with the news-
paper men, they could turn the fans against him?

A Oh, easy. Easy, yep. No, there never was a finer gentle-
man than Fred Snodgrass.

Q They always claimed that was a $100,000 muff. Did his
muff lose that series, really?

A Well, the game would have been over ~-

Q Yeah, but then right after that, what about that pop fly =--

A Well, there's another thing. That was the most unfortu-
nate thing that happened to Fred Merkel. Now, that pop fly, foul,
fell in the coach's box, mind you, and it was high enough for any-
body -- I give it the old college try, and Matty went over there
and we went together, and Fred Merkel was standing there, and
AMatty says to me, ''Where's Fred?" And I looked at him, and he
was still standing there. There was no sun at that time to bother
him, but that foul dropped in the coach's box, and I says, ''Well,
jeeze, what happened? Why didn't Fred come and pick that -- all
he had to do was walk over there and catch that ball,"-beé:sse
when Matty went back in the box, why, the next ball pitched, why,
Speaker hit it for a base hit to win the ball game, and Matty says,

""Well, I guess, I don't know what happened, but I think Fred hardied
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had a lapse of memory,'which he did. He had a lapse of memory
right there, because there was no other way to wayAie3Jggcause
there never was a more loyal guy in the world.
Q Did Matty call for the ball?

A No.
Q Did Matty ask you to take it? 7nm¢ﬁ&uawyﬁkﬁ
A No. We just give it the old college try, to back upJ--
you know, and Fred never moved. Never moved. Thei%ggkh was
calling, you know. The bench called Matty. The bench called me.
That's where the confusion started. Maybe that confused%;;%—Bet
then-ha«eays\‘ﬁbut I don't think Fred would listen to that.™ See,
the Boston bench was right there, you know, close to it, and they
probably called -- I could hear 'em hollering, you know, and they
Lt Voot
probably -- "Look out, Fred," or something, They coached him off
of it, see?

Q Yeah.

_ o
A That could have been -- that would have been the »nlaee,

because we couldn't -- we -- I don't think Matty could have got it.
Q And it was too far for you?
A It was too far for me. I just went down backing up, more

than anything else. Anything that, you know, may occur, which
a catcher ordinarily does, you know, even on throws from the infield, %

goes down there. That's all. That's -- he might have been coached
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off of the thing b y, you know -- Matty said he must have had a
lapse of memory or something -- that's all the excuse we ever had
for it, but that was a possible thing, that he was, you know,
afraid of a collision there with these fellows hollering, you know.
Well, they do that, you know. That's part of the game.

Q That was the series with the Red Sox, wasn't it?

A Yep.

Q Isn't that the series that Joe Ws#£d won three games?

A Yeah. That's the one I hit back and knocked him out of
the ballgame.

Q Yeah. In 19 -~ the year before that, when you won your
first pennant, 1911 --
A Yeah.
Q -- that's the year Baker hit those two homeruns?
A Yeah.
Q First, he hit one off Marﬁgérd.
A Maé@gard and then Matty.

Q Yeah. They say that Matty and Maéézard got a little
annoyed at each other after that. . Is that right?

A No. No. No, that wasn't it. It was the smartness, the

. | Aol clch - - 4o

Philadelphia Buitetim—- they knew what Markward pitched. They knew
what Matty pitched. They were calling - they were hitting for

signals, you know? They were stealing signals, ﬁbt off of me,
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because Mr. McGraw came to me, and said, ''What are they doing?"
I said, ""They're getting them someplace." And he says, '"Who's
getting them?" I said, "That fellow on third base, that Harry
Davis. That coach on third base, he's calling them. When he
says it's all right, it's a fast ball, I can call for anything
at all, and he'll call it." So, he says, "They're getting them
off of you." I says '""No. They're not getting them ofﬁfge,'ﬁe-
e’ v

cause I went to Mathieson and told him & pitch whatever Za wantg
to pitch." I says, "I'll catch you without signals.'" I says,
"I'm not going to give any signals." And still the guy was
hollering "All right!" for the fast ball.

Q Against both Math%géon and Mafi;ard?
Yeah, he was getting them off the pitcher.
Against both pitchers?
Yep, yep. Ao wraa ounaiet,
You didn't get in the 1913 World Series, did you?
Yeah. Oh, I was hurt. I got hurt.
In the series you got hurt?
Yeah, over in Philadelphia.
What happened?
Finger. Split it right open.

The first game?

>0 o Lo o Lo o O p

Yeah. First game.
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Q You won the pennant in 1911 - you won it in 1912, '13,
you were second in 1914 - then what happened the next year, 1915,
when you ended up eighth? What happened there?
A That was a funny deal. A little dissension got into the

Themnn o T
club - dissension. Some of-ﬁzldidn't know it, and someAdid. Well,

égi§ came to me, I knew it. I knew there was dissension there,
and it happened to be that -- the women, the wives. Mr., John Foster
had the women all sitting in !&% box to themselves, and when hubby
made an error, or hubby did something out there that wasn't right,
Mrs. so and so would say to this one =-- you know how women will
fight among themselves, and they were fighting up there, and they
ﬁ%ﬁ??gjbe sitting -- if they'd have sat them apart. Well, that
stuff got down in the club house, and some of the fellows that
had wives sitting up in that box together, why, they wouldn't speak
to one another. 19L2: Finished absolutely last K 44l Ehe female
species ; g:adlier of the two.

Q Well, something similar happened in 1916. 1916 the Dodgers
won the pennant. In 1917, they ended seventh. Same thing?

A 1916 they won the pennant.

Q Yeah. 1917 the ended seventh.

A Well, I wasn't there. %zhﬁu@; ﬁ57 Lol Kirj:fféj

the same thing

did happen.
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A Well, after that, the women never sat together anymore.

Q Oh, yeah?

A I don't believe it's customary now. I don't know; I don't
know how they sit now, but I think they've got out, and they don't
sit them together, you know. Of course, they -- a hubby can do no
wrong. Oh, you know that. They just -- and there the one who, you
know, a women's actions - they don't have to talk, they can make
it so darned disparaging that they come home and tell their hubby
about it, and he don't like to talk, and pretty soon, maybe some
word comes up, and it's not a team anymore -- it's not a team any-
more. That's the whole story. You can't -- you gotta have -- that

old word harmony has gotta be there. That wins pennants.

Q You said the best left-handed pxzmmxexgmm pitcher you ever
saw was Naf }gicker?
A I think he was about the best I ever caught. He was one

of the smartest fellows in there, and stuff, I caught him when he
was through.

Q Who was the best righthanded pitcher you ever saw?

A Oh, Matty. There's no comparison with any of them that
I know of, as a righthander.

Q Even Grover Cleveland?

A Grover - I never caught him, but he was hard to hit, I

know that.
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Q Do you think he was a better pitcher than Matty, or
MYXEX Matty was better?

A No, I don't think he was any better. I never hit against
Matty. Yeah,mad the stuff, too. But, I caught him. It's =es
a matter of record. All during the time that Bressnérhan caught
him, my record with him was far superior to Bressneshan's. That's

Yale a Look.
a matter for ~ as Al Smith says - Se-make=yow=3took at the record.

# # # # #
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