
NeGra,,! :'nsta led th~ spi ri 

A - -Yes, ' '16. 

Not ' t 17? 

- J 
- ..: No. 

, --
17 r.~?S _ - ~ 

P~eside't at that time_. ~as going -tq 
- i 

was out of it in 

country and a1.1 thA't .-sort o:f 

't d!' h~d r ... he N U 1 .. , .. an 0 _ .. ew , f.lav.en tenrn 

into baseball ~ny more aft~~ ;hat. 

o Oh, I thoueht . YOL 'were 

that. 
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o S t all i. n g s ? 

~\ ~: n 

cJ.Q. 
- ,,1 ;:' ~ ':!.'''' r,~ 

.~ ,') l..1 . ~': e . 

<:" i .-
cz~ 

\ 'l ;.'3 .L :.:; i.1 ~ : : ,~" t ..... 

," . 

~,';n(' r; ( '':\;'7 1 :3 +:ne r.: ':::,r~~~i.d..f~nt r"'1':" ~hf' -;'·fe ,i-"s 
) 

. ":: ', .~. 

'· .. n :··~ " 

:hose C0)' ~ ... _- '1 .... i c 'r ~ .. II. : ' 

y 2C ;:"' ;J1. t. ·~ 1"1 -
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1 • maKlng a speech about the war and so O~ sIre f i 1": a 11 ~,., 

dotvn and she looked at me and she sa:,-rs ; IIHel1o! II She says, 

T" s .'.:1 .• ys, ," I TV ... __ . ;=.:1:$. _. ~ .••. ...,. t ;~T'I. , .,~ . • 11 ~"ho "\""'o.r. r ' ) t1 "' 7~ r"n' ~""e"" C!"'"'e p "" '"' _ ,_ .", __ -.' - .:;:; ~... ,~" •... "~ ,- . J ~, ,,, .. .t . . " ' l.l - '. ~ t' . ~ '._ ll, 

but \Ven t 'In 

So ! got to thinking about it, so that's where I l eft George Weiss 

Of c~urs e ~ · neve~ 

() 
". 

0:: 

. A Just (ill ":.:' ::1. ~:: j . 1) r . stgnE?d 

=c: "'-
,","" 'r .,, .... I nevet went ~ac ~ into Oh ~ 1. 

ne:: '2 • 2f1G 
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Q lfua t did you do .3fter the Indian Service? 

t.jell~ I ha'ven't done anything much. I've been retired. 

:lm iust a kid now - 83 yenr3 -- total disability f~orn the Marine 

Q Mmm. 

A SO;1 th<:1 t t S th~t . 

I¥ve got now so ~y God, I can't do so much. I like to do little 

Q Wel~ you look good . 

A I s~e~ up i~ Riversi~e~ 

·U.iL-~"" 
~~·eTl .~ i.t \Vasr:'::: :-:1uch oi ;?, t':;~'1'T1 A'\l' b2~1 I "',,13 S ho-t:~ . 

the re i s ~C~! ~ 

school 

Did -- di.d ~r(,\"l'Y" r-~-;-n.::.-;--.; .. ., U~ ... w >';J. _ ~ 4. '- __ do '? 

I don't before T was able to know 

, . 
!1:'TI1. 

Q Oh, that's too bad. 
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A There w~s ~ust ~!)widowed mother. 
~ ~ -

Q }illd you 'I.;..;ent to grai!1m~r schon.l and high scbool too, 

did you, in Rive rside? 

A. Yes, I had a pretty fai~ education. In fact, I went East 

and .Q'\.7ailed mysel.f of a ~o_lege education ,:It Darthmouth College .. 

Ho"tve'ler, I di.dn 1 t fin'; sh, t.-1h:tch -Ls one of the regrets of my 1 ife ~ 

Did you go to Dart30uth? 

A I was i~ the Class of lqG9 . 

o How long dtd you go? 
~ 

:\ ! ~v2..s 7:hf-!. ~€' f)rH~ ·~ ; f:;a:. A a ~1211V::'2 r-,,:?r~ . 

the Giarts - o~ce a Giant 

Chaucer Dartmouth 

So yc~ never lose 

get 
l, _ 

:.n zet a cup o£ coffee they 1 .. nsttll that 

o 
~~ 

~\ Oh ~ t:l1e '~e used to 0~ a {~~cJ~ c l. .. cc R_~ . .f; dOHTI there: ,·;hen 1. 
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~ 

w,:\1as j -- but they finally 30t pushed away to the hil l s and --

Q You weren't on a'ceservation of any sort? 

A Oh, I ~vas - - I \Vas or.. one. ~fuen I 1"..\1as a young fellow rile 

li,\led on a reservati.on for a time and T ~\7ent to s chool on the 

'I' 
reservation 'iNhen I l.v3S young . 

" 
Q How did :'0U get started to play baseba117 There ~·Jere so 

many Indians ~n baseball in those ~·V'ny was tha t? 

~ 
I got cut: of sc heaL). I s ~ ?::-':ed p l ,'1,7i.r~g 

Q 

:\ 

Q 

k:n.o'=~J ~ I 

. ~ , p..:..ayea several in diffe::-ent places A!"i.~f)na . 

Q How did chat C0~e ~b0et 

A The Tri - State League. 
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A ~vel1: I played in Butte, Nontana .qnd from Sutte -- well j 

T ?layed ~n Los Angeles in organized baseball. In organized base-

ball in Los Angeles and then from the7:"e to Butte , Nontana and from 

Butte, Hont,ana to St. Paul, from St. P.::1 ul to the N,ew York Giants" 

those days, O~ an7thi n~ . ~ou1re thtnkir~ ~c~ern. 

tl'(~:\' took ~:~Ctl .". ,. 

n 

ball te8IT~ 1..0. 

sts:::'ted tha~, 

o .~ d ian t t 

//l,~y J-u 

~Ath.ct 

tha!: . 

If VQll liked ~Q play ball and 
Ctv-oc 

3. ! 1 {~ .. J ..... , :~J'r r~~G :'("1\.1:.:' s e 1. ;: . ' •• , .• J... • ,Ii /;" .. J '-- ' 

., ~. ,J.l C:-1-. ~,. _ 
~.~ ~ rt ~~: e ,~]. r"/:- , "~ ~~: .:.. ~ l:' .:!': ':: ~ ~ 1 ~~ .. r:~11t2 

J~ 

::ne. 

r; ".!mc • 



We were in that class. Ha! 

Q ~ere you a p~etty to ugh 
, , ., 
i)uncn~ 

Hell, :)"ou had to ha"le guts 

that':; 811 
~ 

~he:re ~~ ta that . 
~. 

e~len on your:) vn ball t2::!~4 ~ I do~! t 
J 

know -- we had old pitchers like Joe ~cGinnity whotd So out there 

. ~~~~~ 
pl. ~~,: he:~ 1;1.! t ~ 1. t ,\.'F::l~:' 

~itcher 0ut there an~ he's holdi.ng the ball l00ki~g ~6ck at the 

Rr~ just as ~ooci ~rd ~ust cas t no~'] 

.if! 

fence he gc.es -- he .~ 1St beost'S C'Jet". 

they s trik,e ('lut: 
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Q Un huh. 

A Gosh! As ol d Al Smith used to say there in New York, 
&ve. /~ 

let's) t<:::.ke a look at the record and you ' ll 

.t,. , 

st:;;aCK out t'\;vO or three ti.mes a seaSCll. 

q Really? 

fi.nd out that 

A \"All~ it's a matter of record ) i.f ::,ou'll hunt it up. Lve 

little ~it of th~n- ha~dled bat -- thA~~ls 2 bat ~f mine over there 

l.n t:he~nrner. "'?ou just cr.y aDd lift "',t. 

. . , 
r ... ll. r::n 

th2t 

i s one of rhe ~~ts 

I don f t. kn o~~. 

n · scout , '-' 

46 

\ 

v.,j~~ti-.J.. ,,_ 
"-¥r;u~ ~ 'iHl . There 's 1 bat ove~ che~~ tha t ~~long~ri co 2~be Rut~ . 

Q Really? 

In his day, he had his prett~ good hefty bat. 

ThereTs 3abe luth's signAture on the ~2~. 
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Q Un huh. Yours is heavier. 

A Oh, yeah, but I can't hardly -- I can't handle the bat 

now. I can't handle that bat. It's too heavy for me. We didn't 

couldn't -- oh, there was a couple of guys that one in particu-
-h:-. 

lar that I have to give credit~ He'd strike me out once in a while. 

Old Grover Cleveland Alexander. Boy, he had stuff) jonlt think he 

didn't. I hit agin Walter Johnson in exhibition games, and he 

never struck me out. 

Q Is that right? Could you see the ball when --

A Why, absolutely so. I see the ball. r~hen you' re batting, 

you cion 1 t wait. You·re in motion, and when the pitcher -- when 

that ball leaves his hand, you're in motion yourself. You're with 

ito ~ut I'm telling you, that Walter could buzz it by you. He 

sure could. He was wonderful. He was the fastest man I ever saw 

in baseball. I've hit against Rube Waddell in exhibition games. 

Q He was faster .than Rube Waddell -- Walter Johnson was 

faster than Rube Waddell? 

A Oh, yes. Yeah, but Rube had the control. 

Q Was Walter Johnson faster than Joe Wood in 1912? 

A Well, I hit against Joe Wood in 1912. Yes. 

Q Joe was pretty fast, then? 

A Well, Joe was fast, but I hit one back at him and broke 
cPt- i?uL,~t ~~? /~I- ;90 £z. e<-~. I T/~ , 

his hand.I' They took him out of the ball game in the World Series. 
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£~4,4 ~ ~.~ I'*- lA.~ d-~ ~ ~J 
1hA/~,a~~)~~J~--

_ 11 _ ~( " /Ve dd ~ JJ- ~ 
~P-·9c.~~~~~ 

Hit it right back at him - hit his bare hand. He was bleeding, and 
\ 

he couldn't pitch anymore. They took him out ~ You got to be mov-

ing. You have to be moving when that ball comes in. Of course, 

if it comes in where you are, all right, but if it doesn't, why 

it's just too bad. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

How did you get to be -- move up to the Giants? 

Well, I was sold to the Giants out of St. Paul. 
jyW 

You were always a catcher, by the way, weren't ~-
vt 

Always a catcher, yeah. 

And when you went up to the Giants, they had Bressn~han, 

didn I t they? 

W 
A Yeah. Bressn~han was there. 

Q How did they treat you, a rookie coming up? 

A Well, you couldn't -- I don't like to say this, but I 

was a -- in those days, when I was young, I was a foreigner. I 

didn't belong. I was an Indian. These guys of Irisn and Dutch 

descent, we don't have those fellows in here any more much, they're 

not many of those people anymore -- They're all Polinski you 

~ 
~ .. 

know. You see a lot of Scandanavian names in there, and oh different 
a,ILe':~~~ 

even Italian boys!uhe4;ctill the game, you see? And the Irish ones, 
;.. 

and so on, lBut in those days, those tough babies - oh, you know, 

they didn't consider a youngster at all. He was in thereafter his 

job. That's the only way they looked at a youngster. I remember 
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when I broke in with the Harrisburg club, they had a whole lot of 
. .uL 

old timers on there, and Lucer, the catcher, he got hurt, ~ 

finger, and couldn't catch, and Schreiber, another catcher, he 

got hurt, an old timer, and the manager told me to put the stuff 

on, and I did, and the pitcher was pitching out there, and gee, 

I wish I could think of his name, this old distracted ~Of 

mine -- pardon my Shakespeare -- doesn't work. This pitcher was 

a spitball pitcher, and the" first ball he pitched, he hit me right 

in the belly with it, because r'd called for a fast ball, and he 

threw me a spitter. He crossed me up all the way. There I was, 

a young fellow behind the bat being crossed up, and so I didn't 

say nothing anymore about it, and come up the next inning, and . 
+ ct wJ-c( u>.id ~ 

I didn't give him any signs at all, because I was on my own then{ 

I wasn't expecting anything. He says, "Whatts the matter ysa'le 

not giving any signs?" I says, ffWhat's the usea You go ahead and 
(tv-t{ J-~p ~ , 

pitch. H j And when it come time to bat) I had no bat. We used to 

carry a bat in those days. I got a bat bag now, yet. Carried a 

bat and a suit and uniform and everything. We didn't have -- we 
i/v'e ,?t;~ ~~'u,cL ~ Uu.- ~ cvk- -n:.:U'"ff --

had no --jyou know, so I had no bat, and Billy Hamilton was the 

manager. You remember him? 

Q Yeah. 
w"ti'h!--

A So, it came my ~ to bat, and there 'wus a couple of men 

on bases, too, and I went to pick up a bat, and some guy says, "Hey, 
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Busher, drop that bat!" So, I looked at the manager, and I says, 

"I haven't got any bat," I said, just like that. Well, he went 

over there and grabbed a bat and handed it to me. I had no choice 
~ 

of bat or anything. Well, I went up to bat well, the first ball 
~u:L a.A--

was kinda high and inside ftit the old head, kinda turfte~ me 

down, you know. But you k;a.ow, 
.~ 

~,iJ-~ 
I figuredkit'd be like that ..... ~ 

was tough. However, on the next pitc~ hit one into the 

Susquehanna River~and won the ball game, and the papers come out 

and gave me credit for it, and these two fellows couldn't get back 

into the game yet , for a while, and I had a different pitcher that 

really gave me t he signs and shook his head off, and didnlt make a 
u~ ~~ Cl: ~ '1-

you know, I knew what was coming, and the next day, I · · * d~g '~4~A 

up the old papers there, at the Harrisburg club i n the Tri State ~""" 
'-it~ 

League. ~ 

Q What year was that? 

A 1906, I think it was. 

Q That was your first club in organized baseball? 

A That's right , that's when I came down and quit Dartmouth. 

Came down to play baseball. 

Q Who got you to quit Dartmouth. I mean , that must have --
A That is the regret of my life. r regret it to this day_ 

Q How did that happen? 

A Oh, I had to go down. Well, it was the summer, you know. 
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I went down there. I was recommended to play summer baseball and 

I was ineligible anyhow for baseball at Dartmouth, because I'd 

already played professional baseball. So, I went down there to 
; I • I 

make a little money, but in the meantime,l\ I was ,~~connnended down 

there by our coach - can't think of his name now
A 

However, 

I went down there and played for this -- in the summer, and when 

the season was over and it was time to get back to college, prior 

to that, my mother was very sick out here in California, and I got 
.~ 

a. wire from my brother stating~she wanted me back, so I left there. 

That was the ID1fortunate thing for me, but mother carried on for 

quite some time. rtwas too late to go back to Dartmouth, and ·that 
(\ 

was the unfortunate period. Of course, I stayed, and then -- well, 

there was nothing else to do but go on with baseball. From there, 

I went to the Los Angeles ball team and so on and kept right on 
~) 

going -- oS.,... r have no regrets about that. It's -- I made good at 

that, you know, in a way. 

Q When you were -- the first -- the very first spring train-

ing with the Giants - how did you feel going up to the big leagues 

the first time? 

A Well, I 

Q 1909-

A 1908. 

Q 1908. 
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A That's right. Oh, I went along. It was all right --

Q Did you think you'd make the giants? 

A Well, I always had confidence in myself. I never did 

I always thought I was good enough for anybody, as far as that 

goes. I always -- I never belittled myself in baseball. I didn't 

"'Care 

a.... 
Q Even though they had Roger Bressn~han at the time? 

A Well, oh yes, I knew that. 

Q He was the best catcher in baseball at the time. 

A I know he was. 

Q Sure. 

A But, I didn't --

Q And here you were, kid going up there -- a kid going up 

there at that time. Weren't you frightened? 

A 11 '1"1 11 h a
• a...-h h I We ,I 1. te you, t I ~S ~s -- Bressner an, w en went 

up there -- it was 1909 when I got a chance -- well, I was up 

there. I could hit in those days. Of course, I was quite old at 

the time, you know. See, 1 started playing ball when Dewey took 

Manila. 

Q Is that right? Are you just saying that, or is that true? 

A Yeah, I started playing in the minor, you know, in the 

bushes. 

Q In 1898? 
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A Yeah 

Q I'll be darned. 

A 

Q Oh, really? 

A 
\ 

" I had to exaggerate a little bit about my age. When I went u~ 
\ 

there, I took off a couple of years, but that didn't help. I pl~yed 

\ 
\ 

those -- in '16, '17, I was 37, and I wasn't too old for the 

Marine Corps either when they took me there. 
\ 

They was glad to have 

Q 

/ 1 
You didn't come up to the majors until you were 28_( 

me there. 

A That's right .. 

Q Wow, that was a -- that l s --

A And I didn ' t do spring training -- I was sold with 

Ma~ard, and Martward came up from Minneapolis -- Indianapolis 

Indianapolis, not Minneapolis -- and I come up from St. Paul, and 

/ 

some other guy came up from some other American Association club -

the three of us were all sold for $48,000. They paid six for me, 

and eleven for Markward and there was some others that ",,,ent up 

there - the whole schmear that was taken up to the big league 

amounted to $48,000. Now, they give a guy who donlt know the way 

.~o the ball park a $100,000 to come up and play. Oh, that's a 

shame. You know, they take a novice -- why, there's no business 
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in the world -- they take a novice -- they hire a man, you know, 

unless he's had some training or something else, you know. Oh, 

that rule is terrible. It's wasted a lot of baseball money, good 

~+v 
money. Baseball people 'wouta-~~tlzer have -- well, I don't know, 

they're supposed to have a lot of brains, but I don't believe I'd 

want to do that if I was up there - pay a man $100,000 who didn't 

know the way into the ball park. 

Q Yeah. They called Rube the $11,000 lemon for a few 

years, didn't they? 

A Boy, but he was good. Don't think he wasn't. But the 
/~leed. 

best lefthander I ever caught was old Nap Walker. There was a --

he didn't have the personality, he didn't sell himself out there 

~n the field, or anything, you know. He had no, like the Hall of 

Farner, that young fellow, ~~ranville - 250 hitter for Christ 1 s 

~ sake pardon my language on thatj-- and goes up and makes the 
~..e-.c~ 8..t~ <s tt. ,~,{ c€.G-u. ..... , 

Hall of Fame/ ... oh, I saw him when he broke in. 

Q Did you? 

A Yeah, yeah, I was with McGraw, Mr. McGraw at that time, 

and he come dow~, and he was -- we were playing in Boston, and 

Cy Young was pitching, I think -- oh, no, Shore. Shore was pitch-

ing. 

Q Ernie Shore? 

A Yeah -- he was a young fellow at that time, and I think 
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we got eleven runs off of him, you know, and this M;ranville was 

sitting on the bench, and McGraw passed by, and he says, "Put him 
J~~~~o~ 

in there," he said. You know, he was kidding, k1ddingj--lwadder u 

than a deuce, you know. "Put him in," he says, you know, kidding 

him about the kid, and S~ got mad and he put him in there, you 

know, and I was so surprised to see that kid work. He caught it 

right in his iI:etiH}l belly you know, and everything seemed to break 

for him there. I think he got three hits and, oh, he fielded out 

there like, oh, why, he was just a rabbit out there, and they named 

him rabbit after that, you know, but he stayed in there twenty years, 
~ 

and he was a wonderful fellow, but he never made any great record, 

and he was a good fielder, but 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

copy for 

Q 

Great drinker, too. 

Huh? 

A great drinker. 

Oh, he was, you know, he was -- he was what they call good 
~~~ 

Damon Runyon andIGrant --

What was the name of that writer that covered the Giants 

for all those years 

A Who? 

Q Sam Crane. 

A Sam Crane, yeah. He was always good copy for those fellows, 

and all of them, you know, they're different, you know, there was 
, " ...... . .. 

"', ' 

" , ': " 



- 19 -

always a story -- that's where, as I say, Nap 6tucker never got the 

credit for being the great pitcher that he was. There was a man 

ought to be in the Hall of Fame. He had the stuff - control and 

everything. Of course, he never had that individuality that ~ 

could sell himself. LikeADiMaggio, gee, there's a fellow, just 

merely walk on the field, you could see, his attitude on the field. 

They'd give him a hand for striking out. 

Q Yeah. What kind of a guy was Rube Ma~ard when he first ' 

came up? Was he copy 

A Well, Marrard was a -- you know, he didn't know the 

league or anything, and he -- of course, he was a kind of nervous 

1v!: fellow. A He finally found himself, and he had the stuff) and con-

trol. Control is the main thing today in baseball. Of course, 

you've got to have some stuff with it. 
o ~/1.~,. 

Q Did you catch Rube Mar~ard when he won theA~g series? 

A He pitched 19 straight ball games in the National League, 

and I caught most of them, everyone of them, practically. 

Q He almost won twenty straight, didn't he? 

A Yeah, Oh, he did win twenty_ They never give him credit 

for it. In those days, why, 
~ 

the ~e scoreR_- why, he played for 

the home team. Nowadays it's different. It's legitimate now, the 

same way with everything else, and I don't know. The only honest 
Vv~ 

people they had in baseball ~~the umpires in those days. That's 
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right. 

Q You were an honest man. 

A Well, I never got put out of a ball game but once in my 

life, and that was old Big Hank -- Hank O'Day. One day, I got to 

needling him there. You know, he's the one that made the decision 

that lost us the ball game in 1908, the Series, which was on a 

technicality that didn't even count in those days -- don't mean 

anything today, when you come right down to it. The New York ball 

club won that pennant~ 

Q Were you there then? 

A Yeah, I was there, but I didn't play. 

Q Did you see what happened? 

A Why, sure. 

Q Could you describe it to me? 

A Oh -- they never did get the ball 

Q Merkle was on first, wasn't he? 
~ (J~ 

A Merkle was on first, and~Brjz7cl hit the balI
A

-- oh, I 

can't recall it right now. McCormick had scored from first - from 

third rather. It w,as a base hit, :But Merkle didn't go to second 

base. He didn't touch second. There's no question about that, but 

Q 

A 

McGinnity 

Why not? 

~~~ 
But ~ ~ got a ball, he didn't get the ball because 

~ 
was out there, and he ~ the ball and threw it into the 
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stands. 

Q You saw him throw it in the stands? 

A Yeah, the ball was thrown into the stands. Then they got 

another ball, and of course, they got O'Day to rule on the thing, 

and that was a xHEkHa technicality, of course. He was supposed to 

go down and touch second, complete the play, and of course, Chicago 

beat 'em in a playoff, and that's what I was saying about the --

Hank O'Day - we were always ma~ at him because he cost us, cost 

the ball club -- of course, I had no interest in it. I was just 

there, that's all, and --

Q You didn't play much that year? 
ere..- y\'0-i 

A Wei-l-, I wasn't even - '- just visiting, you might say. 

Didn't even -- because I was sold. I belonged to the club. I 

was sold in 1908, but I never got into any games until 1909, and 

that was mostly exhibition games then, and I never -- let's see, 
a..,... 

it was 1910 when Bressn~han wanted to 
k~lli~~ 
~&ed~to go to the 

St. Louis ball club to take the management down there, and McGraw, 

Mr. McGraw, didn't want to let him go, because there was quite a 

lot of baseball left in Roger yet, but I had proven myself to such 

a.J an extent that Mr. BressnHhan boosted me. He said, "What more do 

you want?" He says, 1fThere's that Indian. He's a finished catcher," 

which I was at that time, because I'd been catching all these years, 

but he says, "What more do you want? Look at him. He can hit. 
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Let me gO." ( And finally, McGraw let him go to St. Louis, but he 

didn't do so well down there. I don't ~~ow, but it was through 

his instrumentality that I got to catching first string for the 
}w'z" 

New York Giants. And, God rest his soul'AMcGraw worked me to a 

to a frazzle, you might say. 

Q Did you like him? 

A Oh, we held him in high esteem. We respected him in every 

way, because, .r'11 tell you, Mr. McGraw - his ball team never lost 

a game. He lost it, not his players. Of course, there's -- errors 

of judgment. That was taboo with him. He wouldn't take any -- but, 

errors. He often said, errors is part of the game. If there wasn't 

errors, the game would be perfect, and nobody would come o~~_ to see 

us.l1ut he says, "Donlt make too many of them, or else you won 1 t be 

here." Well, no, we held him in high esteem. You'll find that any 

old New Yorker - they're all gone now, mostly. My dear old friend, 

the second baseman, is still alive, Larry Doyle, up there at Saranac, 
~ 

and $ad Snodgrass and --

Q Rube? 
&-lA-~. 

A Rube. Rube is still .arol:1:Be, anel Biel~ llarned few others, 

that I played with. 

Q They all liked McGraw and respected him --

A They all respected him. They always called him Mr. McGraw. 

They still held him in high esteem. 
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Q Nobody called him Mugsy? 

A Well, he didn't like that. No, he didn't -- that was a 

sore spot with him. 

Q What about behind his back? 

A But we respected him because he -- because no one could 

come around and second-guess him about his ball players, because 

you had a fight on your hand right now. He fought for his ball 
~~ 

players. You couldn't go around and sayAMeyers so and so - nothing 

doing with him. You had a fight on your hand right now. He pro-

tected his ball players at all times, and he didn't alibi, and you 

couldn't - oh, how he hated lies. Don't ever come in with some 

alibi. That didn't go with him. Nope. He loved the truth, and 

you come with the truth, and just like I said)one time, a young 

ball player come around second base, and he missed it, and the 

second baseman called for the ball. It was the winning run. He 

come in and scored, and the umpire called him out. Mr. McGraw 

says to him, he says, "What's the matter, didn't you touch that 
W\ ~ cyr4.tAr 

base?" He says, "I stepped right on it.1I ~Asays, "You know some-
'0 •• 

thing. That'll cost you $lOOA for stepping on that base." He says, 

"Any time that man out there said you didn't step on it, you didn't 

step on it." He says, "They don't call that play any other way. 

That's the only way they can call it. You missed the base, and 
~ 

don't lie to me." '5s~that was McGraw. Oh, he was a great man - he 
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was a great man, a wonderful man in every way. et~"" 
Q How was Robby as a manager? 

A Oh, he was just a good old soul and everything. In fact, 

we had a ball club that was all old fellows, like 
a..."" I!. 

n.cbe,t and Wheat 

and all of us who was all on their last legs, the whole ball team. 

There was only one ball player on the ball club, outside of Hy 

Murray and Casey Stengel - they were the only young ones. All of 

us -- Casey was the life of the party and everything and kept us 

old timers pepped up, you know. I always maintained that Casey 

won another pennant over there. Of course, Robby was the manager, 

but he kept us guys on our toes, and we never had any signals. 

Everybody knew baseball. We just outsmarted the National League 

that year in 1916, with that old crippled up ball club, and in 

fact, you might say, figuratively, they just had to wrap us up in 

bandages and take us out to play the World Series. We were all · 

done. 

Q Yeah. You had a lot of old pitchers on that team? 

A Oh, yes, we had, but gee, we had pretty good pitching • . 

Yes, old Big Bill~a and Markward and Jack Coom&s and --

Q Did you ever see Willie Keeler play? 

A Oh, yes, yes. 

Q You did? Was he that good, as they say? 

A You betcha he was. Yep. 
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Q He really was? 

A He really was. You're darned right. Yeah . take 

McGraw for instance. Those fellows were up there at the plate, 

and they put in the foul strike rule. They fouled off a hundred 

balls. 

Q Really? 

A Why sure. They set there and foul 'em off all day. 

Q rIll be darned. 

A Yeah. McGraw was a hitter. He hit way over 300 for 

nine years, straight, until he got hurt. He got crippled, you 

know, with that spike by the same guy that spiked me in the 

American Association, Harley. They come into you in those days. 

They didn't, you know, they didn't fool around. You really got 

spiked if you got in the way. 

Q Who were the good catchers of your time, the real good 

ones? 

A ~ Well, Bressn~han, Johnny Kling. Archer, I think Archer 

was a great catcher but he wasn't a hitter. 

Q What about Gibson? 

A Yeah. Gibson was a good catcher. Yeah. 

Q Did you know him? 

A Yeah, oh yes. He was with Pittsburgh. Of course, you 

know him as opposition. Yeah. 
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Q Who had the best arm of the bunch? Do you know, or 

did they all have good arms? 

A Oh, the best throwing arm was Archer of Chicago. He 
K.Wk-'} 

was very, ve~J accurate and fast and, of course, ~ was a better 

hitter than he was, but Archer was the best throwing catcher. He 

really could throw. 

Q Who was the smartest? 

A Well, I don't know. Well, if you had pitchers like Brown 

e;w 
and Math~son, you didn ' t have to be smart behind there. Now, take 

e.w 
for instance MathtJUson. I don't think he ever walked a man, that 

is from being wild, that is no control. I don't believe he ever 

walked a man in his life. The only time he ever walked anybody 

was -.r expedience, i5his 88110 .. is pitching too fine to him, you 

know, and not letting him get a good ball, but there was never a 

time that he couldn't throw that ball over the plate. 

Q Who called the game? 4-vV MathMeson or you? 
~ 

A I'd call it. But if he don't feel right about it'i he 

shakes his head. 

Q Did he often shake you off? 

A No. Matty never shook me off. 

Q What was Matty like? 

A Well, I don't know. He was in those days, he was 

bothered so by the public that he was very distant. He was hard 
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to get acquainted with, but among his teammates, he was strictly 

a team man. If you made an error or anything behind him, or any-

thing of that sort, he'd come and pat you on the back and say, you 

know -- he didn't do like some of the pitchers today and get ~ 
about it and one thing and another. We loved to play for him. -
.~ 

We'd ~ our necks for that guy. He never, you know, he knew -

just like McGraw. There's errors to be made -- it's human to err, 

and we make them out there, but don't make any boneheads, you know, 
~~~ 

you might say. -~R8~ errors of judgment and throwing the ball 

to the wrong place, and things of that sort. That. don't go.-"'" 

And Matty was -- oh, he had exceptional control. Sixty-nine innings 

without a walk. 

Q 

A 

every way. 

Q 

A 

What was he like as a person? 

Oh, wonderful character. Lovely character. 

I understood he was a very, very good checker player. 

~/ 
Oh, ~ that's what made him a great pitcher, his won-

derful retentive memory. Any time you hit a ball hard off of him, 

you never got another one there. 

Q Is that right? 
. ~) 

A ~hose fellows back there, they thought, they used their 
f\ 

head in baseball a whole lot. They talked baseball, morning, noon 
-~e:J-e 

and night. McGraw could tell you "mo calrlQQ games eight and nine 
) 
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and ten years old - where the ball was hit to and so on and so on. 

The smartest man we had on the club was the bonehead, Mr. Merkel. 

Mr. McGraw never consulted anybody on the ball club in the case 

of strategy or anything of that sort. He never asked Matty - he 

never asked me or anybody else on the ball team. He's say, "Fred, 

what do you think of this?" What a misnomer - one of the smartest 

men in baseball. Fred Merkel. 

Q Isn't that interesting? 

A Isn't that something. It shows what the newspapers can 

do to you. 

Q That's unbelievable --

A Yes, it's the truth. Never consulted anyone. He'd say, 

"Fred, what do you think of this) It C'rlA ~-t. Cvv1- c( r f.A./Ct- c<- tl'(J 0 

Q I get the feeling that baseball was more of a matter of 

intelligence --

A 
~ 
€9w:d be~so, and they practice that nO'ii 

Q More than it is today. 

A Well, baseball, of course, is improving. I think it's 

getting better. It's all I don't belittle the players nowadays. 

The athletes are just as clever and just as smart in every way, but 

they're all businessmen. They've got outside interests, and every

body -- ~got his nest all feathered and everything else. Us guys, 

we just played for the love of it. I never asked for a raise in 
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salary all the time I was there, and I don't ,believe Matty ever did. 
~ 0-~ tJ,;t. a.-v4 

Yep, the only one we ever on was f. . w];;,QIHiillQ-::; 1::8 'e try to get a 
~ 

raise and quit was old Mike ~$ lly. Mike was the only one --
M 

went out and went into vaudeville with Mable t1 Go for a year --

Q Mar~rd was in vaudeville a little bit, too, wasn't' he? 

A Yeah, Markward never got any great amount of money. Did 

he ever tell you what he got? 

Q I think he said the highest he ever got was $7,000. 

A $7,000. Six or seven 

Q The highest he ever got. 

A That's right. That's what I thought it was. Six--

Q Fred Snodgrass said that Matty never got more than eight. 

A That 1 s right. 

Q -- if he got that much, Fred said. 

A Yeah, I know. He never got any more, and he was glad to 

pitch it. He loved it. He loved baseball, yep, but he was ready 

when he went in there. He took care of himsaf. 

Q I understand that with checkers, he played four or five 

people all at once. 

A Yeah, he'd play two or three of them at a time. We never 
~('/~ 

permitted any cards - gambling, you know, in the Polo Grounds. ~ 

~didn't permit it. 

Q You mean, nobody played poker? 
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A No. 

Q What? 

A We never played any poker or anything of that sort. 

Q Never? 

~ 
A So -- ~ put a ban on it -- so we played checkers or 

dominoes, and -- at the Polo Grounds, you had to report in the 

morning at ten o'clock. They played daytimes in those days, you 

know. No night games. ~d you'd report at ten o'clock in the 

morning, and then 'weld go out and have our workout , and the games 
9-o/~" 

weren't called at the Polo Grounds until around ~ ~ ~hat was 

on account of Wall Strees in those days, you know. They never 
~/ t 

the market woulcln't stop until it was three o'clock, and they're 

way downtown. They'd get on that elevated train and, oh, four or 

five trainloads would come up thereat a time. They'd come -- two 

or three thousand would come up from Wall Street, all good fans. 

They held the game at four o'clock for those people, because in 

those days, you know, they didn't draw like they do nowadays. 

Q The games were over so much quicker then 

A Oh, well, they played ball in them days. You could take a 
{,Mt 

pitcher nowadays, why, he, ~ -- he wastes more time out there you 
-t~ -

know, pit@h~hiS cap and rubbing his chin and wiping himself off, 
7lA~-{ 

scratching arouna with his feet and everything, you know, they waste 

aHB an hour or so every day. We played -- always played a game of 
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ball in less than two hours--never gett~. Two hours was a long 

game, really was a long game. We played a lot of games in an 

hour and a half. I played a game in an hour and -- not an hour, 

but I mean 58 minutes, one time. 

Q Wow. 

A Yeah, they didn't -- the pitcher pitched and that's that. 

You know, you get in there, and if the umpire's hustl~ing him 

no, nowadays, usually a pitcher will pull up his pants ?nd do 

this and wipe his brow and wipe his head off and pull his nose 

and, gee, he's got more darned mannerisms out there, you know, and 
s 

well, if he~ stan~ still for a few minutes and tries to kill time 

that way, the umpire will call him, but if he's in motion and he 
Srj-~ 

looks around at the outfield and here, and then he starc~ down 

there, you know. Lotta bull. You know, he's afraid to throw the 

ball. You know, they seem to be afraid to throw the darned ball, 

f.r. 
and he'll turn around and look at the bullpen cad see if he can't 

get some help. You know, you can see it. It's so obvious. They 

all -- of the -- course, the radio is on there, the television, and 

they -- oh, even the umpires want to get into the act nowadays. 

Everybody's in there. They get interviewed, you know, I guess they 

get good money for that, too. They all have agentsJand so on. 

Gee whiz. Money! By gosh, those guys -- some of these guys are 

getting more dough than I could --well, I wouldn't permit 'em to 
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spit in my glove, because, you know, for ~ough. Oh, I'm not be-
~ 

littling them. They 1 re good, 13ut) they're smart. They bel ieve .f!Ii. 

staying in the game and getting the money. and they get it, too. 
7 M~~~t2ffS JM-~rZ: 

Oh -- well, why not? Why shouldn't they I get .he fTturcr2~ We didn 1 t JJ 

get the money., .. ,So that was the attitude in the old days. ~--' 

~ the great sport - he paid the newspapers a whole lot. 

He didn't pay his ball players. Connie Mack. Cheapest man in 

baseball. Clark Griffith. Jeeze. They had no, you know, they 

tried to organize baseball in those days, but they couldn't --

what's his name? Tried to get us into a fraternity. The ball 
sv~ 

player himiQlfAdidn't care about it, you know. They just wanted 

to play ball. My top was $6,000. Matty was eight, around there. 

We never got anything until Babe come in there, and then the crowds 

come in, and when the Yankees built those -- and when the crowds 

come in, you could see. When the ball players play to 50,000 and 

~~ playing to 5,000 - the comparison there iS~~r so 

somebody's getting that dough, and now, of course, Uncle Sam is ~ 
"I 

very strict.,' Well, I don't like to refer to him - - but our thiev
flY 

ing government, but by golly, theyttake everything you got, and 

these fellows - lO¢ on a dollar. It ain't fair. However, the 

government's gotta be run because I'll tell you, there's nothing 

like supporting the world and neglecting us poor indian$ around here. 

Q Why were there so many Indians in baseball back then? 



- 33 -

Chief Sokalexis - Chief Bender - Jim Thorp --

A Yeah, Jim Thorp 

Q -- yourself. 

A Jim Thorp. There was a great athlete, a wonderful 
~JI::i ) ~ 

athlete.OHehwas an Adonis. He was built like a Greek god. By 

gosh -- boy, he had I roomed with him, you know, when he come 

back from the Olympics in 1912. 

Q He never could hit, could he? 

A Oh, yes, he hit 300. 

Q Did he? Why didn't he xxsEkX stick? 

A Well, I don't know why. Jim was -- his dep~rtment wasn't 

~ 
any too good, ever since he come back from the~-- they took those 

trophies away from him. I know, when he come in - one time he come 

in early in the morning and woke me up. He says, "You know, Chief, 

the King of Sweden gave me those trophies, and the guy that finished 

second wouldn't take them." And that broke his heart. He never got 

over that, and that started him to drinking. He was never a drink-

ing man, as I knew him, prior to that. That is, I never knew him 

at Carlisle or anything, because I never went there. However, I 

knew people who knew him prior to that time when he was a great 

athlete in football and everything. Prior to that he didn't drink. 

Couldn't very well and be, you know, do what he did do, conceded so 

by all the experts in the world as one of the greatest athletes that 
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ever lived, ~ every expert in the game as the greatest that ever 

lived. They may top his record, somebody. You always get topped, 

you know, but in his day, there were --

Q Did you know Chief Sokalexis? 
~. 

A I didn't know~ He was from Old Town, Maine. I never knew 

him. 

Q Chief Bender did you know? 

A Oh, yes, I knew Charlie quite well. 
a iv~ 

Oh, yes, he was A c~ 

around Minnesota. 

Q The Indian was 
,t"A;V 

.;JIt. a position of a minority group in those 

days? 

A Oh, 
ot~~ V7v::J-~ 
yes.A they are yet. 

~ 

Q Yeah. 
~~ 

A Definitely YiO., i I L fE} ke a minority group. You can't 

nowadays, you can't ridicule an Irishman on the radio, you can't 

ridicule a Jew, and you can't hardly ridicule a Negro, but they can 

kill us every night on the radio, and they shoot us down, and they 

make everything out of us all the time, and that's one reason I don't 

look at anything but a ball game on the outside of the news -- on 

the television. I lik~~he ball games and thi~~ and after the 

news, why, then comes the killing. They're just shooting one another 

down, and -- well, I say brainwashing all the children we got to 

kill their fathers and mothers. That's what that's doing. 

~ 

~ 
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Q This is a violent country isn't it? 

A Well, it's made them so. We never had that when I was a 

youngster, of course, anything to teach us the crime, xx teach you 

how to steal, and the things that they have on there, teach the 

youngsters to -- I think it's an awful bad example. I don't know 

why they shouldn't have some more control over it and teach people 

the good things of life .. We don't. Boy, all around, we see 'em 

sneaking around 
\,'~ 

Indians - that's Af;~~ and kil~ us all they do. ' . Fk> r'vt 
there's a great deal ~/ 7-Q This country is a country in which 

0.,t.. 

of killing and violence all the time. 

A Well, yes, sir, it's always -- I don't know --

Q It's what we call civilization. 

A Those things I don't like to talk about. I know them, 

I see them, but -- and nowadays, the kids, you know ~- in the old 

days, we had a saying - 'if anything was honest and upright, we'd 

say it was on the square. They've even turned that word around where 

it means you're -- belittle~- your're nothing - you don't belong. 
a, 

Square deal is no more. You'rejsquare. Where do they get that stuff 

anyhow? It's not -- you cartt believe it. It doesn't make sense, 

that is to me. I guess, I don't know -- I guess I'm an old square 

"-ef_ 

in the new sense, now. ~ ~W1/L ~ ~ i tL ~ WlVJ- ~(,;(/rreltf-~ 
* * * r~ • 

. • • anything about protecting their country, saving their 

country or anything of that sort. There's no patriotism. The flag 
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can pass by ~ they don't even hang out a flag. There's only two 

people on this street that hangs out a flag. That's myself and 

this neighbor next door. I don't know whether he does it because 

I hang mine out or 
) 

Q I want to ask you about that famous Snodgrass incident. 

That 1912 World Series game. 

A Well, 1'11 tell you. That's that was just a bald and 

simple error. That's all. Mr. McGraw or anybody on the EiHB club 

Never censored Fred Snodgrass. Fred Snodgrass was another gentleman, 

a very fine fellow, proven so throughout his life. We hold him in 

high esteem, and everybody on the club did, but he wasn't a DiMaggio 

on the field. He had a different attitude. He played the game for 

all its worth, but when we -- when he walked on the field, he had an 

antagonistic attitude to the fans, you know, and they were after him . 
. ~/;L 

He created that environment. He ai.~'t like -- like Joe Dimaggio on 

the field, and you'd say they idolize him, the very way he walks on 

the field. He don't have to play ball. Well, Snodgrass was out 

there, and he'd, you know, he had that antagonistic -- you know, 

the fans were after him all the time. 

Q Was it fans, or was it newspaper men? 

A Well, I guess the newspaper men were influenced by that 

attitude. 

Q Maybe it worked the other way. M.aybe the newspaper men 
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influenced the fans? 

A Oh, yes, sure, yeah. Oh, yeah. 

Q In other words, if he didn't get along with the news-

paper men, they could turn the fans against him? 

A Oh, easy. Easy, yep_ No, there never was a finer gentle-

man than Fred Snodgrass. 

Q They always claimed that was a $100,000 muff. Did his 

muff lose that series, really? 

A Well, the game would have been over --

Q Yeah, but then right after that, what about that pop ~ fly 

A Well, there's another thing. That was the most unfortu-, 

nate thing that happened to Fred Merkel. Now, that pop fly, foul, 

fell in the coach's box, mind you, and it was high enough for any-

body I give it the old college try, and Matty went over there 

and we went together, and Fred Merkel was standing there, and 

lMatty says to me, "Where's Fred?" And I looked at him, and he 

was still standing there. There was no sun at that time to bother 

him, but that foul dropped in the coach's box, and I says, "Well, 

jeeze, what happened? Why didn't Fred come and pick that -- all 
~ 

he had to do was walk over there and catch that ball," },ceattiQ 

when Matty went back in the box, why, the next ball pitched, why, 

Speaker hit it for a base hit to win the ball game, and Matty says, 

"Well, I guess, I don't know what happened, but I think Fred »lDuiXaa 
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had a lapse of mernory,"which he did. He had a lapse of memory 
~~vtJ . 

right there, because there was no other way to ~~~, because 

there never was a more loyal guy in the world. 

Q Did Matty call for the ball? 

A No. 

Q Did Matty ask you to take it? 
~P4~~ 

A No. We just give it the old college try, to back up)--

know, 
·Bo.$1'-'Yl 

you and Fred never moved. Never moved. The,fbench was 

calling, you know. The bench called Matty. The bench called me. 
~, 

That's where the confusion started. Maybe that confused~. ~ 

ths'Q hQ --e-8~ ~But I don I t think Fred would listen to that.1If See, 

the Boston bench was right there, you know, close to it, and they 

probably called -- I could hear tern hollering, you know, and they 
~ LJu.~-

probablYj-- "Look out, Fred," or somethingA They coached him off 

of it, see? 

Q Yeah. 

~ 
A That could have been -- that would have been the plaee, 

because we couldn't -- we I don't think Matty could have got it. 

Q And it was too far for you? 

A It was too far for me'. I just went down backing up, more 

than anything else. Anything that, you know, may occur, which 

a catcher ordinarily does, you know, even on throws from the infield, ~ 

goes down there. That's all. That's -- he might have been coached 
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off of the thing b y, you know -- Matty said he must have had a 

lapse of memory or something -- that's all the excuse we ever had 

for it , but that was a possible thing, that he was, you know, 

afraid of a collision there with these fellows hollering, you know. 

Well, they do that, you know. That's part of the game. 

Q That was the series with the Red Sox, wasn't it? 

A Yep. 

Q Isn't that the series that Joe W~d won three games? 

A Yeah. That's the one I hit back and knocked him out of 

the ballgame. 

Q Yeah. In 19 -- the year before that, when you won your 

first pennant, 1911 

A Yeah. 

Q -- that's the year Baker hit those two homeruns? 

A Yeah. 

Q ~ First, he hit one off MarMWard. 

A Mart;ard and then Matty. 

Q Yeah. They say that Matty and Ma~ard got a little 

annoyed at each other after that . . Is that right? 

A No. No. No, that wasn't it. It was the smartness, the 
.,f-J£~-- ~ 

Philadelphia B~lletiA they knew what Mar~ard pitched. They knew 

what Matty pitched. They were calling - they were hitting for 

signals, you know? They were stealing signals. ~ot off of me, 
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because Mr. McGraw came to me, and said, "What are they doing?" 

I said, "They're getting them someplace." And he says, "Who's 

getting them?" I said, "That fellow on third base, that Harry 

Davis. That coach on third base, he's calling them. When he 

says it's all right, it's a fast ball. I can call for anything 

at all, and he l ll call it." So, he says, "They're getting them 
~ 

off of you. It I says uNo. They' re not getting them off) me. "Be-

cause I went to IvIathieson and told him k~itch whatever ~want;i 
to pitch. ft I says, "I'll catch you without signals." I says, 

IJr'm not going to give any signals." And still the guy was 

hollering "All right!1I for the fast ball. 

Q Against both Math~on and Mart;ard? 

A Yeah, he was getting them off the pitcher8 

Q Against both pitchers? 

A Yep, yep. ~~.~, 

Q You didn't get in the 1913 World Series, did you? 

A Yeah. Oh, I was hurt. I got hurt. 

Q In the series you got hurt? 

A Yeah, over in Philadelphia. 

Q What happened? 

A Finger. Split it right open. 

Q The first game? 

A Yeah. First game. 



- 41 -

Q You won the pennant in 1911 - you won it in 1912, '13, 

you were second in 1914 - then what happened the next year, 1915, 

when you ended up eighth? What happened there? 

A That was a funny deal. A little dissension got into the 
r;1r~ 1- rtww.. 

~b - dissension. Some of~didn't know it, and someAdid. Well, 

~ came to m~ I knew it. I knew there was dissension there, 

and it happened to be that -- the women, the wives. Mr. John Foster 
()J 

had the women all sitting in ~ box to themselves, and when hubby 

made an error, or hubby did something out there that wasn't right, 

Mrs. so and so would say to this one -- you know how women will 

fight among themselves, and they were fighting up there, and they 

~be sitting -- if they'd have sat them apart. Well, that 

stuff got down in the club house, and some of the fellows that 

had wives sitting up in that box together, why, they wouldn't speak 
!) 

to one another. 191,A.. Finished the female 

is ~ 
species ~ deadlier of the two. 

:: 

Q Well, something similar happened in 1916. 1916 the Dodgers 

won the pennant. In 1917, they ended seventh. Same thing? 

A 1916 they won the pennant. 

Q Yeah. 1917 the ended seventh. 

A Well, I wasn't there. ~ ~ c.L--d. ~ ,--- rJ' j ;--:v 
Ob. Accoraiflg to the" 01 cL.l.adj appx:oller~ the same thing 

did happen. 
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A Well, after that, the women never sat together anymore. 

Q Oh, yeah? 

A I don't believe it's customary now. I don't know; I don't 

know how they sit now, but I think they've got out, and they don't 

sit them together, you know. Of course, they -- a hubby can do no 

wrong. Oh, you know that. They just -- and there the one who, you 

know, a women's actions - they don't have to talk, they can make 

it so darned disparaging that they come home and tell their hubby 

about it, arid he don't like to talk, and pretty soon, maybe some 

word comes up, and it's not a team anymore -- it's not a team any-

more. That's the whole story. You can't -- you gotta have -- that 

old word harmony has gotta be there. That wins pennants. 

Q You said the best left-handed ~izEzxex'BB pitcher you ever 

saw was Nar ~Cker? 
A I think he was about the best I ever caught. He was one 

of the smartest fellows in there, and stuff, I caught him when he 

was through. 

Q Who was the best righthanded pitcher you ever saw? 

A Oh, Matty. There's no comparison with any of them that 

I know of, as a righthander. 

Q Even Grover Cleveland? 

A Grover - I never caught him, but he was hard to hit, I 

know that. 
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Q Do you think he was a better pitcher than Matty, or 

HXKJJ Matty was better? 

A No, I don't think he was any better. I never hit against 

~ 
Matty. Yeah, ~Ahad the stuff, too. But, I caught him. It's ~ 

a... 
a matter of record. All during the time that Bressnerhan caught 

. ()..; 
him, my record with him was far super~or to Bressnefhan's. That's 

..;~o-~ 
a matter for - as Al Smith says - W mil!:! ;00 leek- at the record. 
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