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2 
1 

2 
INTERVIEWER: You mentioned Cobb a minute 

3 
ago, I really don't want to ~alk too much about Cobb 

4 
but I understand he and you didn't get along very ~ell. 

5 
SA}1 CRAWFeJ'RD: Ah, he di dn t t -- they sai d 

6 
'We didn't get along, you k:rn.o'W, newspapers built it up 

7 
~no bui.lt it up. 

w 8 
INrFRVIEWER: At the ve'!!y beginning ' ~hen 

C) 

« 
0:: 9 
LtJ 

> SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he had - come up from. 
0 10 
u Ii. 

Ii. 
0( 

11\ l- II I- 11\ 

C) j ~ 
z ~ 0( 

-lI1ffi 12 .... ILI-
11\ II: 

the south, you know. 

I NrERVI EWER: He sa i d he TA a I t l" eat e d 

O::Cl O 
Z IL 

Oi=~ 13 a.~1II 
Q. IL 

lIJlII~ 
II: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 Q. III 
~ Iii 

p;retty rough. 

SAM CRAWFmR.D: Yah,. but why, -why \048.S he 

° a lIJ Z III III _ treated rough? 
I- Ii. 15 CUlt: - II: 

III 

~ 
0 IN'!'ERVlBWER: I don't kno'W I 'Wby? 

I 16 
z S.At-1 CRAW:F@'RD: Vel1, he come up 'When 
0 17 
.... 
c( 

we ,ulre down l!li th the Yankees, you kno'W, he brought 
Z' 18 

It on h1meelf. You know, just personal, but he \faa 
19 

20 
up -w:i. th a long -- you know J antagonisti e to~ard s the 

21 
other players, ~h1eh didn't set 80 well with us fellows, 

22 
you know. 

23 

24 

~
. .. rookie, 1899? 
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1 3 

2 SAM CRAWR)RD: I came up in 1899 in 

3 Cincinatti 0 

4 INTERVIEWER: Did they treat you rough 

5 when you oam~ up? 

7 Had a lot 0'£ old t1.mers there in Clncinattl s.t that 

8 time, Buck trwing, Billy MoF ·e and Tommy COl'coran and 

9 

10 

11. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 

19 

2.0 01 nci.net t 1, 'Y·ou.et $1'1; ed off --

21 
f!AM CRAWFU·RD: 1 started in the ean·a-diaJa 

22 

23 
yeu knoll1, you hQd; to get out of the eo untry to start. 

24 
Canadian League that ~as just 8. little, I guess about 

~ 
a. six club league, Cha.tham and I~ond·on, Hamilton., just 
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1 4 

2 little, folded up about July. 

3 I NTFRVIEtnfER : Ho"W' d you get to go up 

4 there from Nebraska? 

5 S A}01 eRA WFD RD : Well, the r e ~ a s a fell 0 'W 

6 
living j.n Omaha that had been up there so when he went 

7 
back 1n the spring, I kne~ him and h. took me along ~ith 

w 8 
him. 

C) 

<C 
0:: 9 
w 
> SAM CRAWFORD: Urn hmmm. 
0 10 
u I&. 

I&. 
< 

1/1 l- II I- CD 

C) ~ ~ 

INTERVIEWER: Al w&.y.,1d you. play rigbt 

Z~< 
-g/:i 12 ~0.1-VI ~ 

field? 

O::ClO 
Z 0. 

oj:l:l 13 o.glll 
0. 0. 

Will ~ 
0:: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 0. III 
~ Iii 

SAM GHA~rFfJT-ID: Well, 1n Detr6it I p18yed 

Gsnterf1eld sometimes. 

° a 
W ZIII III _ 

I- I&. 
QUlj: 15 

~ - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
~rAM CRAWFORD: Yab,. Ii ttle b:i.t I: not 

~ 
<C mu.ch. 
z 18 

Bow did you hit in that 
19 

2.0 
SAM ORAWroRD: Ya.h, about led t he 1.a~ue 

21 
I gtt*a s , but that folded \ap about the first of July 

22 
I .~ue ,.$ .nd then I 'Went to Columbus, the Western teague. 

13 
Th~t 'Wa.s a.nother odd th:l.ng. Columbul, s.na Detroit -was 

24 

~_ ,25 

in th~ TII!estern Jl. .• ·eague, Buffalo lUl! 1.n the Western League. 
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1 5 

2 That's an odd thing, do you remember, that'! An odd 

3 thing, tl 'rlestern Lea~ue "t'4:ith Detroit tn there and 

4 Buff.lo, Kansae City, Indianapolis, st. Paul, that ~a$ 

5 the Western League; in fact that ~.s the ' time when Ben 

6 
Johnson broke in .... - so it was from then on I was in 

7 
theI"e July, August, September, till September, and then 

l1J 8 
they eold me, toC1Btlinatti that fallo 

C) 

<C 
0:: 9 

INI'WHVIEWER: Tbe same year all tb.at 
lIJ 

> 
0 10 
u I&. 

I&. 
0( 

en l- II I- !II 

C) ~ ~ 
Z!!: 0( 

-~ffi 12 I- I!- I-en ~ 

SAM CllAWF0RD: Three L'e,agues in oae y'ear 

. ,tllt t hit oller 'b,D:ree h:uDdreo, In,ll of tbem., imC1ncin&tti 

a: ~ ~ 
o j::: ~ 13 D.. ~ III Q. Q. 

1IJ III~ 
II: 0 

0:: III Z 14 Q. III 

~ Iii 
o Q 

1IJ%1II III _ 

I- I&. 15 Clnt:: 

. 
,ear 't'Oll rP18Wed ' 1m C1aei.6tt,1, b 'tH}:, d'ldn't 10ut 

II: - 111 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
<C 
z 18 

1-, 

10 

21 

12 

23 

24 

~ 
like that, 80 it was, this 'W,.s altogether different. 
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1 6 

2 You didn't get the money, of course, a dollar ~as worth 

3 a dollar in those days. 

4 INrERVIEWER: You didn't stay in the best 

5 hotels though? 

6 ~AM CRA'fArFORD: lArall, the best they had 

7 you lrno'W. As. rule ball players in those days "Were 

8 
considered pretty rough, you kno"W, And .- 'Well, if you 

9 
h,ad the tl me you could ;remiai see, you know., go back 

10 
and th:i:nk of the old dale. t can remember tbe Detroit 

11 
CIUh, bsok in 1903 or even be·fore that in Cineinatti, 

12 
they bed you. go in a d.in1ng room., you know, as good 

13 
tI! yo·u could; get, but tnere they ehoved you way do"Wn 

14 

You know, there coma!! a ball player, do"Wl'l 
15 

16 

17 

gAM CRAWP'ORD: For the Yankees., up on 
18 

19 
hilltop. 1tIrell, he lHUt in tletroit, he nl.yed :i.n Detroit 

20 
baseman, no, shortstop, .. tough little guy too, and 

21 

22 
an:yw.y, he come from the south some~here, Arkansas or 

somA"Whel'e. The k~d • . -._ tn some hotel 8ome'Wbere , Pitt sburgl 
23 

I thj nk, and they shoved ue ~ay down in the eorner and 
24 

~ 
they had a. tile floor, little square t1.1es, you know, 
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1 7 

2 and we're do~n there and oouldn't get any 'Waiters, you 

3 know, colored waiters, and this i~ true, you know, 

4 he says" 1 t 11 get you ~()me 'Waf t ere fa 11o'W S, so he t oak 

5 on the plates and sai.led, 1 t do·wn there a.nd it came dO~l\ 

6 in 8: million pleces', when It hit that tile floor you 

7 k1l);(~w" and be had four 01' five 'Wa1tet'~· around there 1m 

8 Jl0 t1m,e. 

9 (Laughter) 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
,SAM CRAWF.'{H~D: Yah,. he 'Was on the GraAd 

23 
• 

24 
Grand Rapids but tha.t wa., oh, 1 don't kno~' J those 

~: ' : ', ... ......... ... , 25 
:.: 

',' " 

league 9 'Were at ruggling YOll kno'W, they had a hard ti me 
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1 8 

2 gettlng along, you didn't see mueh moneYQ 

3 INTERVIEWER: How mno h money dtd you get 

4 

5 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I don't think more 

6 than -maybe a couple hundreo, dollars. The Canadian teague, 

1 I only got about sixty-five dollars. 

LlJ 8 I NTERVIE'1~R: Fer month. 
(!) 

« 
0: 9 
LlJ 

> 
0 10 
u Ir. 

Ir. II( 
en .. 11 .. en 

C) !!! Q 
... Z 

Z:$II( 

-~Ci 12 1-11. .. en 0: 

0: " 0 Z II. 

o \: ~ 13 Q.~III 
Go Go 

I.LIIII~ 
0: 0 

O:IIIZ 14 Go III 
~ Iii 
~ Q 

lIJ III !!! 
.. Ir. 15 CUI\: 

0: - III 

s: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
« 
Z 18 

19 1 ndlarlApoll $ e, 

He was • tou~h eookie too, yo~ k.o~, to 

21 

22 

23 

24 
iton't remember the ye,at' exaetly, but :i. t 's way back there, 

~
- 25 around 1,'00, S'ome'Where in there. They lQere ste8.ling 
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1 9 

2 each other'~ players, you kno\ll. Flick, and toose 

3 fello'Ws, they -were .Jumping back and forth, Al Chase. 

4 AI Chase played on the south ~lde one day an~ the 

5 next day he played on t he West side, yO\) kno'W, sort of 

6 a tbousand d1olla:rs a jump, tbey :were .1u-mping back and 

7 fortb. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

INTERVIEWER: Churchg-rove, I think, jumped 

SAM CRAWFtiRD, Yah, ye:.n, and Dineen, I 

tb1Dk Bill Dineen was in there, but speaking of Church-

INI'ERVIBlaR: Did you ju'!uIl> back and forth? 

~ 
SAM CRAWFtJRD: enly a couple of times. 

, 
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1 10 

2 _ Of couree, that ~as unethical, it shouldn't have been 

3 done but, you kno'W, a fello'W, if he didn't have any 

4 money he just generally fo11o~ed the rest of them. 

5 INI'FRVIE:WER: Di. you get a thousand dollart! 

6 every time you ~ent baek and forth? 

7 
SAM C RA~rroBD: W'ell, I guee B some 0 f them 

8 
got more than that, maybe fifteen hundred or maybe two 

9 
thousand., but those fello}ioJ'S, th~y, eame do'Wn to ~ettle 

10 
thls thing and they said, G.ry, 'What are you going to 

11 
do abou.t Cra."fordt Well, he eay" let him go to Detroit, 

12 
yO\1 kmn .... and that ~as the •• 1' I got there, 1903, so 

13 
I 'Was t hs'I's unti 1 117. 

I NT E'R VI EWER: 1903 uat 11 1917. 
14 

SAM CRAWPORD: I dorr't knotoJ whether it 
15 

16 
lUI$ .. good move or bad, I <bn't «no''''_ Elf course, 

17 
C1nc1.,ttl 'W-on the peDant late,tt, y'o,u know, and all, of 

18 
e'our,e, I m1~ht not have been there later. 

19 

20 
SAM CRAWFORD: On, he 'Was, yon. know he 

21 

22 
was .ju.st like a bi g bo 'y, you know, you Qould t aka him 

23 
by the hand aM 1 $ad him arotlnd, you knol4 o 

24 

~ 
out to be ls,tar? 

. . • ... . . 2.5 W ..... A-S-HI-NG-'-ON-OF-F-IC-E--------------________________ ---1 
NEW YORK CITY OFFICE " '., , '" LONG ISLAND OFFICE ",' 

13H' G STREET, N. W. UIO NASSAU, STREET · 2350 OCEAN CREST BLVD. 

WASHINGTON 5, C. C. 'NEW YORK 30, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L . I. 

. METROPOLITAN a.oliJo$l WORTH 4.750~ 



l1J 
C) 

ct 
0:: 
l1J 

> 
o 
U I&. 

I&. 
0( 

e Iii 
CD ~ ~ 
z ~ 0( 

-~15 
I-~Ii 
0:: " ~ 
O~~ 
D.~III 
W Ci ~ 

It: 0 

O::lf~ 
~ Iii 
~ a 

III 1&1 !!! 
Qti~ 
- Ci 
~ u 

I 
Z 
o 
l-
e( 

Z 

1 11 

2 SAM CRA1)\fFl) RD: ~fell, I think he was pretty 

3 mucb like that. We, iR Grand Rapid~, there ' you know 

4 he'd pitch a game and then you ~ouldntt !ee him for a 

5 'We·ek, you 'Wouldn't know where he lIlas, out playing 'W:ith 

6 tbe kids or gom fisbil1,g ar ~l()mething. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

yon kn'0lot, E(')u Bardell ls' gc;ing to pi teh, and there's 

&Q€UI Jell 1 Ei bear pe l~lf)le up i_ the J.Sr&Jll(fs.t alui yellin,~, 

Mr'fa Qome 8 fJOQ, ber.,e '0~e Lou, t-1 gftt: do.,..n thro ugh. t be 

st a,.n'$' ~ 'You k ,no'W. an' be' d: jump do~n in tt'ont, cut 

a()tlattS center field; er'G,",s,es, the diamond taking off 

sa" all right, le~'e go. 

t ~8ed to ~e~. klek ont of him. In 

th.ote d$.J! he d.idn't have any trouble, he could p,1teh, 

neve. hit anJb&~J. 

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, never hit anybody, 

~ 
but if you didn't ~.Y anythiBg to blm he w,Quld get --
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1 
12 

2 ho~ do you Bay that ~ord, laekaadaisieal, you kno~ or 

3 something, just fooling around, if you dian' t say ta.ny-

4 thing to him but If you got him madj you kno~, if you. 

5 rode him and got him mad, then he'd go to 'W,ork. 

6 
Tony got him later you kno-w, Tony Mack, 

7 
and 'We had $'ome- battles, although 'We had more trouble 

III 8 
witb ttplnk'" than l46 had with Lou. Bardell. 

C) 

<£ 
0:: 9 

I NTERVlE"WFR: Really? 
III 

> 
0 10 

SAM CRAW'F0'RD: Yah. Plank 'Was a toughie. 
u ... ... 

0( 

~ Iii 11 
C) !!! Q 

..I Z 
Z:!! 0( 

-~ffi 12 1-0..-
Ul 0: 

O::I!J~ 
Z iii 

01=0: 13 Q.~III 
II. II. 

III III ~ 
0: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 II. 11/ 

~ Iii 
~ Q 

III II/!!! 
clii~ 15 

0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
l-
e:( YO'll couts folloW' th:em ai-oaa batter, but if yaup! ten 
z 18 

19 

20 

ball. 
21 

Any'Way he us,ad to ... - Cobb lllould be in, 
22 

2l 
1907 I th1nkor 'oR, and we ¥lara battling for the 

24 

~ 
panna,nt you kno'W, but Cobb 'Would come up to bat and he 9d 
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1 13 

2 say, no\; don't get him mad 'When I'm up there, don't 

3 get bim. mad. Well, I'm after that -and I used3 to do 

4 everythjng to distract him, you kno'W, even Jennings, 

5 you knolt. 

6 Go to the dime store and get toys, rubber 

7nakes or j -se\{ in the boX, you kno'W, that jU'1)'PS out, 

8 
an. be'd goon the first base eo-aehtng line QftG he'd 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 t '~~e t~t"n~·& :re·all, h&,, ·peae':. It'. like .8-~Me- b:i.1i 

14 pi 'Oft·e-a' V· 1 . e· o~t to tbe rflO-uad J (4, ~reQt hi g. guy, tl.· ci 

15 , 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I NrERVI~R: A lot of base·pall 1 $ in tbe 

24 

~ ~AM CRAWFURD: Yah. I don't knoll hOll musla 
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1 

2 b:sebal1 is in th~ mind or the~e modern young, these 

3 present day plAyer~, theY're al-ways lookj ng about for 

4 help, they don't kno~ ~hat to do. 

5 INTRRVIEWER: Do you think they -were 

6 ~marter in your day? 

7 SAM CRAW~, Rn: I don't think there's any 

1IJ 8 doubt about it, you were OR 10ur o~n, these -were the 
C) 

< 
0: 9 

~Uy8, you be.d all the best of t hem. Today they got 
IJJ 

> 
0 10 

tbe pitobers handicapped, you oan't do anytblng, get 
u II. 

II. 
0( 

III l- II I- III 

C)j~ 

ne~ 'balle to pitch to all the time. We playe·d one -whole 

Z~O( 

-~ffi 12 1-11.1-
III 0: 

lame 'With tb,e lame ball it it stayed. in the park:, lop. 

o:~o 
% II. 

Ol=::l 13 Q.~III 
II. II. 

1IJ III ~ 
0: 0 

0:::111% 14 II. III 

~ Iii 

eided and blaok and &ver,thlnl else. 

I NTFRVIE'Wlfil: Yovsa'W some might y good 

o Q 
1IJ Z

III III ... 
I- II. 15 QUlj: 

pitohing didn't you? 
0: - III 

3: li 

I 16 
z 
0 17 
l-
e( 

z 18 
Walter Johnson first pi tched in a major league game? 

19 
SAM CRAWF{)RD: I beat hl.m, and I'm ROt 

20 
beil'lft egotistical, I hit. hotne run off him that first ' 

21 
day, I thjnk 'We hit him three to two. 

It~ERVIEWER: First game he ever pitched 
22 

23 
1:n t be bi.g 1 eagl;l6 't 

SAM CRAWF(lHD: American L·eague. Big 
24 

@J 
have you ever heard- of Cotillion, J -oe Cotillion? 
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1 15 

2 I NTEHVIEWER: . Sure. 

3 SA,M GRAWF(jRD: You know :roe, you know 

4 of -h1m, he 'WQ! managing Washington et that time. I 

S th:lnk that lIoi8.! 190,7. We ~ere after the ~ennant the'n, 

6 

7 he w·as Ii kidder, you kn:o~. Joe 'Was a nice fel1o'W, he 

lJJ 
C) 

8 'Was In uttrpire too, later', but Joe, we went out to the 
<C 
0:: 9 
lJJ 

> 
0 10 
0 ... ... 

0( 

~ lB 11 
C) :; ~ 

~en.h. he said, we·ll, bQ," I 80t a [)lg, big appl~t=: 

z ~ 0( _ g a: 

I-~E 12 C'nt)Qlt~!1' t bat's @O,i ng t<) p1t"ob to you guya te~ llJ. 

0:: " 0 :z 0. 

o 1= ~ 13 D. ~ III 
0. ~ 

1IJ III i: 
0: 0 

0:: III Z 14 0. III 

~ ti 
very fast, yc.u knoti, be told .$ that, and here's Walter, 

~ iii 
lJJ III III 

... iL lS QIII;: 

- 0: 
III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
l-
e:( 

z 18 

19 

20 

21 
.ned '1 t \4·as· over the sh:¢>rt sto,s bead, J c$:n rememher 

22 the seene, a line dri ve. 1 ... ·&en't in front of' tbe 'ba 11, 

23 
yott kn.o-w, generally I pull tne ball, but J hit it and 

1 t 'Went over the shortstop's bead and 111. those day. 

@ the 6allfield, the gr·ounde ~ere big. You hit one be-

. 
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1 16 

2 t 'Wee n t he outftelders ana you could make the run. You 

3 had to run but the ball was still in the park, and they 

4 'Were sha,ggi ng it, but before they could get it you cou1d 

5 score ~ith a home run inside the park. 

6 I t very seldom happens no'W, they' V'9 pulled 

7 tho~e fenees in, but Wa,l t er was a. "t() noerful man too. 

1IJ 8 He ¥I·ouldn't h:it anybody, you know, he 'Was always afraia 
C) 

« 
It 9 be might hit somebody, a wonderful ~uy. 
1IJ 

> 
'0 10 
u ... ... 

, ~ 
l!! III 11 

C) ~ ~ 
Z~< 
-g~ 12 1-11.1-

III 0: 

O::t1)~ 

o ~:!! 13 o.~1II 
II. II. 

1IJ1II~ 
0: ° O::III~ 14 II. iii 

~ In 
I N'fJJ~VI EWER: Yah. 

° a 1IJ 2: iii III _ 

I- ... 15 OUlj:: 
0: - iii 

~ 
u 

I 16 
Well, 1 batted against those thln:gs, JOu know, and it I s 

z 
0 

17 
l-
e:( 

z 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2.3 
get to talkin,g about it. Of course, Bl~ Ed Walsh, ite 

24 
Vilas a spitball pi t cher, you kROW, he 'Was different. 

~
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1 17 

2 didntt kno~ ho~ to pitch until they got that spitball. 

3 Big Ed lflJalsh ~aB on the bench there in Chicago, tbey 

4 ~ouldntt even let him pitch. All he had ~a8 hie fast 

5 bal1,so be sat on the bench. 

6 I NrFRVI EWBR: He ~ anton and got --

7 

8 aj1(t ! think be ftt.lienea up about twenty for the rest' 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 Bl11 :'.te@e. -Ws.e the oat.,be'll. 
'V;-· . 

20 

21 

22 

23 
8:AIM. CRAWRfRD: Well, of c'ourse, 14hen woe, 

24 he 'Wae kind of on the down grade I tbi nk, a little hi t I 
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2 Louis BrO\olln51. He might h ave been National, I don't 

3 remember, I guess he must bave been National. 

4 I NT E'RVI EWER : You: had some good pit chers 

5 on your Detroit Club, didn't you, George Mullen? 

6 
SAM CRAvlFORD: Yah, Uh, huh, Wild Bill, 

7 
INTERVIEWER: Wild Bill Goslin, Killian. 

8 
~AN CRAWFeRD: X111ian, Sheavars. 

9 
KNl'ERVIEWBR: Good enQu.gh to 'Win three 

10 pennants. 

11 
SAM CRAWFO'RD: Well, nothing out standing 

12 
but tna,y see:nN~d to he b-.~"anQed, like 1907 -- liJsl1, 'W,e 

\ . 

13 sneaks,d in, yeu know, \f~OJ'l the p&nnant 'by maybe a game 

14 or twt:J' . That's just oQ.e of those thing.s tbey said, but 

15 

16 
Q fluke, another fluke, oould.'t be" eouldn't be possible, 

17 
but ~e 'Won it, and when it eome around to 1909 'We won 

18 
it ag,ain, and t ben they rul1, \II e run into the Cubs 

19 
again and 'We lost all three \1.orld se'ries you know. 

20 

SAM CHAWF{)·HD: T~o to the cubs and one to 
21 

22 
P1tt$burgh. I fintshed up :in Los An.geles, you kno'W. 

INT'FRVlEWR: Yah, you became an umpire 
23 

24 
to(), didn't you? 

~ 
~,AM CRAWFORD: I umpired in the coast leagu.~: 
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2 I NrERVIEWER: Ho'W did ybu like belng an 

3 umpire? 

4 SAM CRAWFORD: Thankless job, thankless 

5 job, tough job. I ha« a good partner, I booked in 

6 

7 

ILl 
C) 

8 s()me advice, -wh:ieh f.s ·$lll'igbt. He said don't fr .. ter .... 

c( 

a:: · 9 
ILl 

> 
0 10 I felt "'$11, I ean: talk to t 'be ballpl.a,J$PB·, 
u ... ... 

0( 
III l- II I- (/) 

C)~~ 
Z!!:O( 
-~15 12 ... 0.,1-

UI 0: 

, 
, TheJ" 11 p.ut you gn a $',-otto;'it1erro~' 1 <ton t feol -wi th tna 

0::,,0 
Z II. o j: ~ 13 Q.~\II 
II. II. 

1LI111~ 
0: 0 a:: \II Z 14 II. ... 

~ ti 

ball p-la,'ers, dlo·ntt have .nytbiB:g to d{} \tith them .. 

80 tn.at; t 8 tbe \fay it tllraedout. 

o Q 

ILI z \II ... -
cti~ 15 

0: - \II 

:s: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 ... 
et 
z 18 

19 
come on Jack, but they never had $g me ~lthout an 

20 

21 

22 
take otlr time, an4 ae'd tell me, different t hinge, 

23 
$1 t 'u.at1ons, yO\1 ·k:&0W 'W,here b:ottle sand t hi ngs come 

24 
don't fl'aterniz e 

~. ~WUH<NGT.N ~~::ng at you and al:.::~Kt9~:::,c.he said 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

lIJ 8 
C) 

< 
a: 9 
lIJ 

> 
0 10 
u I&. 

II. 
0( 

l!! t 
C) ~ ~ 

11 
Z:$ 0( 

-gffi 12 1-1\. .. en 0:: 
0.: Cl 0 :z: I\. o j:: ~ 13 D.~III 

I\. I\. 
bJ III ~ 

0:: 0 a: III :z: 14 I\. III 

~ tn 
o c 

bJ ~ !!! 
.. I&. 15 o en j:: 

0:: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 17 
I-
< 
Z 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

~ ...

. ... · 25 

20 

or they'll put you on the spot. You haven't got a 

friend in the place, you kno~, only your partner, that's 

t he only man that' 8 for you. There's a bene h over here, 

and a beneh over here~ and theY're all ~atehlng you 

like Q h8'Wk trying to .. get something on you, and be ' said 

you'll f1nd ther'efs A prima donna o·r t'Wo on each clu.b. 

He said, as loon 8.S they rear up in flay 

IN'rFflVlFw.ER: Did you like being an umpire? 

SAM' CRAW'F(ryRD: No, 1 di.d'n't care much about 

1 t. It's too, 0 h I I do n t t k ~, -,,: , it' s lone 1 y , a lone 1 y 

.. bout umpJres, they n$.vt)~ sit do'Wn through the W'l. ole 

game 00 they' 

SAM CRAW~ RD : No, no. 

JNTFRV!BWB:R: The ba.II player" he s1 t $ 

do'Wn between innings. 

BA}'f eRA 1-nilO HD: He do n 't .get a d:r1 nk 0 f 

'Water or nothing. 

INTERVIEWER: Ho~ do you do it? 
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\L 
0( 

Q) }-o 
}-o III 

~!!! c . ... Z 
Z ~ 0( 

-~ffi 
I-Q.}-o 

UI 0: 
o::~o 

Z Q. 

o f: ~ 
D.~I&I 

Q. Q. 

1&J 1&1 l: 
0: 0 

O::I&IZ 
Q. 1&1 

l: Iii 
o c 

IIJ Z 1&1 1&1 _ 

}-o \L 
QUlf: 

0:: 
1&1 

~ 
u 

I 
z 
0 

I-

0( 

z 

~ I 

I' . ' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2,0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2,5 

21 

Sacramento in the summer and it get s pretty hot in 

Sacrament 0, over a hundred, am you 'Wear that bl ue sui t, 

you. kno~, y'our shirt 1 S \iJet underneath, and you can, 

~ f yell want, you: can go and' get a dri Ilk of wet et' at 

oan l a u? 

I .guess. 

~AM CRAW~RD: Yah, along in there some-

-whePe'$ • 

eay a double header, 10~ 1 d be on your fe'et for eomethlft~ 

like --
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1 22 

2 SAlvI CRAWFORD : W,e l1 , thereis tl break in __ 

3 in the middle you know, and you could go into the club 

4 house then, but J don't kno'W you never think about 

5 getting tired becauae there's always something doing. 

6 You kno'W you've got to watch everything, so you don't, 

7 a lot of ti me s we kno'W 'Wos.t "':elub' 'Was 'Winning, but 'We 

ILl 8 
(!) 

didn't even kno'W 'What the soore 'Was, you know. 
« 
0:: 9 
ILl 

You'd set $0 Intere·stea, :in -what's going 

> 
0 10 on --
u ... ... 

< 
III I-< 
I-< III 

(!) ~ ~ 
11 INTERVIE'WER: You got 1'0 much to do. 

Z:$ < 
-~ffi 12 1-11.1-< 

III 0:: 
SAM CRAWFl:)RD: You get, yah, it's a thank .. 

O::l!I 0 
Z II. 

01=::1 13 Q.~w 
II. II. 

ILIw~ 
0:: 0 

O::wz 14 ~ E I NrE'RvrB~1ER: I R the. earl y ye ar s, 'W hen you 
° 0 

ILl ~ !!! 
I-< ... 15 Clllj:: 'Were 'Wi th Cineinatt1 and , De·troi t, 'Way back, how many 

0:: - W 

3: u 

I 16 u.mpi. re 8: di d t hey he. va? 
:z 
0 17 SAM CRlffrlFeRD: Well,,, lot 0 f t lme e they 
l-
e! 
Z 18 only bad one umpire. 

19 I NTERVI EWml : I l'Il a ga.'me? 

20 SAM CRAWFORD: Yab. 

21 I N'I'ERVI EWER: Where de! d he st ay at 1. 

22 SAM eRA ~fFURD : (l'h, part 0 f the, 1 me i n the 

23 baok -- if you "Want to go 'Way 'back, sometimes 'Where the 

24 eetcher stooa lUlY back until tlNO ~trikes, did you kno'W 
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2 I NrIffiVI EWER: N(). That t 8 be fore your 

3 time tl1ough. 

4 SAM CRIWH1RD: No, I played when the 

5 catcher was back, we ba.4 .. backstop and "When they ~ot 

6 tliO strikes on the batter them. be came up-

7 INTFRVIEWlrR: Did' he e&teh ilhg ball on a 

III 8 
C) 

<t 
0:: 9 
III 

> 
0 10 
0 II. 

II. 
or( 

III .. 11 ... III 

C) ~ g 
Z~or( 

-Mffi 12 I-I!- .. 
III II: 

0::C1~ 
:z: iii 

Oi=a: 13 D.~III a. a. 
LlJIII~ 

II: 0 
O::III:Z: 14 a. iii 

~ Iii 
o D 

lIJ:Z: III III ... 
.. II. 15 Clllw: 

II: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
<C 
% 18 

' 19 

20 
t l ot of ti mes ~ltb the umpire ou t of positiol11 I 

21 

22 
tho 8e ~a ys 'When thene was olt"ll.y .one Uifitltpi Fe? 

23 

24 
sltua.tion th'sre. Vne umpire, he'd be i.Fl baekof the 

~ 
pitcher, someb'ody'a on second base, som.ebody gets a hit, 

• . • . ... • . ~~~-s-~-~-. T-~-.. -~-~-W-E---------. -,-. -m-W-Y-O-RK-C-~-' ~-~-~-£-~-" ---~-----~-N-G-IS-~-N-D-O-"-~-~~ 
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1 

2 ~Gll then he' s ~ .. \ atehlng the ball; somebody oetching the 

3 ball over here, thi. s guy running cuts thi rd base fifteen 

4 feet. He don It even touch third base, you kno'W , things 

5 like that. He couldn't do anything about it, be didn't 

6 eee it, $0 JOu kno~ ~hen these tello~s are play1n~ today, 

7 they're sitting on top of the ~orld, you know. 

w 8 
EV'erything is done for them. Oh, I don't 

C) 

et 
0:: 9 

know -- I'm talking til lot, but it's di.fferent, a.lto*;~ther 
ILl 

> 
0 10 

different. Like! ·told you it looks to me like baseball 
u .... .... 

0( 
III .. 11 .. III 

C) ~ ~ 

1 fKe number four, so ... -

Z ~ 0( 

-~ffi 
I-~~ 12 
O::I!IO z G. 
o i= ::l 13 o.~1II G. G. 
ILIIII~ 

0: 0 
O::I&IZ 14 G. III 

~ Iii 
o c 

ILl Z 1&1 
1&1 _ .. .... 15 0 111 1= 

Schaffel"" 

SAM CRA~RD: Yah, he v:as cur second 

baSleman, be lt48.$ a gretatguy for .9. club, a -wonderful 
0: 
III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
J.-
et 
z 18 

kidding. 

I NTERVl EWJm: Good second baseman? 
. 19 

SAM CRA"l,nTPtrRD: Pretty fa:l: r, you kno~, 
20 

21 
pretty steacy. 

I NT'E'RVl EVirER: Do you remember the time 
22 

that be 'went ~ent ..... stole.,(t,onci. and then stole back 
23 

to fl.rst again? 
24 

~ 
S,AM CRAWFfJRD: Went back to first, I d·on't 

.
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1 25 

2 remember t ha.t, 1 t may have happened I I heard 0 f Harry 

3 D·avis dotng that in the Athletics. 1 think they 'Were 

4 trying to drs.'W a thro'W you kno'W,a man on third you 

5 kno~, and the pitoher ~ouldn't even thro~ the ball, 

6 

7 

l1J 
C) 

8 SAM CTiAWF0RD: tlh. yab, he ~as our srnrt ... 

« 
Il: 9 
l1J 

> 
0 10 
u II. 

II. 
0( 

(I) l:-
II I:- III 

C) ~ ~ 
Z!!: 0( 

-~ffi 12 ... 11. I:-
(I) II: 

te ~ f :z iii 
OJ::: II!! 13 D.~III 

II. II. 

ld~~ 
a::111~ 14 II. III 

~ ti 

INT'RRVlWB'R': Still 18·. 

o c 
l1J ~ !!! 

... Ii. 
cent:: 15 

II: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
,SAH CRAWFORD: I had a letter fro$ Davy 

... 
« 
z 18 

"the otb'er d'8.y I he's in W1 S ' onl1n -- he' 8 was the b:8at 

19 
~ 

2.0 
all or them or a good, deal of them, but l've never le,erl 

21 
as ~ood 8. lea~ oft mall as Davy. Fast you know, he 'M,as 

12 

23 

24 
SAM CRAW~FtD: Ye~, and he cO\1lld- really 

fly (1lown there. He had a guy eye aDd he .got a lot of 

: ~. 2.5 

I
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2 \18.Se 8 on ball s, ms.ny, many base s on balls 

3 1 NT ER VI E'lftlER : Who 'Was your eat e he r then? 

4 SAM CRAWFDRD: Savage--

5 I NTE'RVI EWER: Schmidt? 

6 
BAM CR.AlI1.TFORD: Schmidt, oh, Charley 

7 g,chm.ldt, he YJ8.S a coal miner from Arkansas. Coal Hill 

8 he came from. All these things you're bringing back 

9 to memory. No'W, there's a guy, I believe, he 'Was the 

10 !trongast man I ever ~ati. He didn't have much of an 

11 
eouomt:ion but he lUiS 81n~e' re in \tJhat he, dId, a p~ erful 

12 man. 

13 
'~Te -were going some'Where one time and. tbe 

14 
tra1n stopped some~here along the line, tit little station 

15 
somewhere, and they '\iU1ntea to c'hange a traek and they 

16 
tUld torn out raj 18 along the track, and 'We lUlS all 

17 
kld,~1ng around there, throlJi'lng stones and so on, and 

18 
someoae EJ8i.d, aee if you ' can lif-t that rail. 1~Jel1, 

19 
you might 11 ft one end of 1 t YOll kn,o'W. 1. oon' t kno'W 

hotij much t hey ow e1gbed, but they' 1'8 he a vy, about a 

21 
thirty foot rail, and 'W,e 'Were fooling around thereano 

22 
f:lna11y Senm! tty come over and said, get ,out ,of the way, 

23 
he says, I'll eho'W you. no'W to lift that thi.ng. 

24 
He got astride of that th1ng, it 'Was over 

~ 
25 a little kind of a gully like, he ~ot astride of thlt 
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2 tnt n.g, got hi shand s under there and he lift ed the whole 

3 thl.ng up. Botb ends off the ground. He 'Was po-werful. 

4 Tho se tb.:i.ngs come back to you, you kno~, 

5 because I sit around and I don't talk to anybody that 

6 kDo~S Q~Jth1ng about the old days. Onee in a while I 

7 meet eome elderly man that says I F~member 'When you 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

~ere playing, you kno\4, they ean re ,c's.ll. ' 1 still get 

1. NTERVI EWJtR: Re all y.? 

dro 1011 @'et lik'e that? Very much? 

say he W8.8? 
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2 fight J a fi ghting I ri shman:i )Ii oe fello'W ~ nice fellol4. 

3 
1 NTRRVI EWER: You got along -wj t h most 

4 all of them? 

5 SAM CRAWF~"RD: ~lh, yes. 

6 
I wrE'RVIEiWER: Seems Ii ke Cobb di.dn' t 

7 get along 'W1.th g·o many of them $0 'Well. 

8 
S AM CRAlrlFORD: Well, the big st8.r you kno~, 

9 t be hi g star,. 

10 

11 
SAM CRAWFO'RD: Yah, oh but he ~, a.s di fferent, 

12 
a dif'ferent s,etup. 

13 

14 
and everybody loved: him. 

S,AM ORA ' ~RD: Like Wa.l tel" ~lohnson "MIas, 
15 

16 

17 
WRen Jon' I'e talking about Cobb having a tough time 

18 
'When be came ttl' there _. J~u g()t t" look at the other 

19 
side of the th1.ng t~o. Wb-y? He had 8 . book you kno'W, 

be wrote a book. 
20 

INI'FRVlEWBR: I read hi s book. 
21 

SAM CRA'~FORD: Yeh, I sot one of them 
22 

23 
somebody gave me. 'There was too much "1" in there, I 

felt. 
24 

~ 
INTE'RVIElNFR: He stated you guys were very 
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tough on him. He says you guys 'W eren' t fair to him, he 

says you broke his back. 

SAM CRAW'FURD: I don't believe that, I 

don't remErmber anything likE!) that. You see no'W, if 

you don't l[no"W a l'layer, Q player Gomes on and you don't 

tnt s tb! .. ng. , , 

SAIlM CftAVFtl Rt>: Ob f: ye f'J, f h a mil d "W lit Y • 

I m'BVIlfWBtR: Aftd: if 'th'$ r00kie, when be 

right. He 'Was anta~ofti!r'1e, you $e6, he came up with 

the \<lj'rong attitude. 1 'v'. never talked much about Cobb 
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2 and people have asked me about him, all the time being 

3 the greatest ball player there 'Was. I will al'Ways say 

4 he's one of the greatest ball players that ever li.ved, 

5 I don't think he 'Was the greatest ball player that 

6 ever lived. I think Honus Wagner was the greatest ball 

8 I mean all around ballplayer. He, Cobb, 

9 could only play the outfield; Honus cOl,l,ld play outfield, 

10 infield , anything. Hi1:i, ,throw, wonderful arm. 

11 1 NTERVIE'WER: Honus 'Was an out fi elder 

12 before he became a short,stop, and then a thirdbasemang 

13 before. he became a. mbOl't stop. 

14 SAM CRAWFURD: And then a short stop. 

15 INTERVIEWER: Tommy Leaeh took his third 

16 base job lIihe n Honu$ moved to short. 

17 
SAM CRAWFURD: Yah. Great ball player .. 1. 

18 saw him in hl B p,rlme, I eaR him before he moved' to 

19 Pittsburgb, when they were still in Louisville. 

20 
tNrEBVIEWER: n:h, did you? 

21 
SAM CRAWRJRD: YAH. they e.ame from LouisvillE 

22 you kno'W. I saw him in hi s prim,s, 1 n 1909 --

23 
INTF.RVI~4!R: You saw him before he was 

a shortstop then? 

~ 
25 SAM CRA1t1fFORD: Yah, yah. He could do 
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other things outstand1ng. Anybody that can do everay-

thing, they're always outstanding. He oouJ d throw, 

had a ~onderful arm; he could steal bases, he eould 

htt. He knew ow ha. t to d:o, never mad e a roi st aka, oi g 

man, 

8AMCRAWFORD: Oh, if you. looked at him 

you'd thlnk he ~as jU$t off the farm somewhere, he'd 

have hla ahi rt like tb1 s you kno'W, a palrof hI ue _. 

wbat 1$ that blue m,stetial .... serge, yo'u kno~, blue 

serge pants ~lth a belt you kno~, a .baseball belt • . 

You'd .ae him ~o1,ng down, he bad' shoulders' like that, 

Yo.U kn(') it's .. treat to I ·ea· ball players 

11ke ttG,at ,yol;l kn<'w, I sa'W them, in 'their prime. AnotheF 

great ball player, I ~uees be's 1~ the 'hall, Bobby 

Walsh, 18 he in the Hall of Fame? 

I -NTERVlE1tI1BR: . ' I aon' t knollo 

SAM C'flAWFu.RD: G-raat short sto, I a 11 ttle 

man, . small mano 

a ·while? 

SAM eRA WR)'RD: No, no he, ~~o bby I I gue s s· he'. 

METROPOLITAN 8·().~8SJ WORTH 04·758~ 
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32 

2 stariJed out as a. pitehei· I think, at one t1m e \::i th the 

3 old Cl~veland Indians, ~ay back, in the National 1aague, 

4 maybe he 'Was a thi I'd baseman, but he "Wound up short stop 

5 -w:lth the St. I,,0u1..s Rro~ns, but he could go, best man 

6 I ever saw, he had a ~omderful arm. He could back, go 

7 in back of that third baseman, get any ball that gets 

l1I 8 by the thll'd hQSenlal'l tU1d etraighten up and get that 
C) 

ct: 
(t 9 ball over t here, w'onderfu.l. 
I1J 

> 
0 10 INT:BRVI~R: L1k~ $. bullet~ 

u II. 
II. 
< en ... 11 ... UI 

C) j ~ 

SAM CRAWFORD: . ~'H.:ght and true, you know, 

Z:$< 
-M15 12 
"'~li: 

true thro'Wing. Be 'Was a -woll'er on that, on that one 
(tI!JO 

% Do 
Ol=::l 13 o..~111 

Do Do 
11J1IIl: 

0:: 0 
(tid % 14 Do III 

l: tn 

play e spa ei ally, go i ng baok, not 1 et tins if it got 

by that third baseman, be'd oome up -wi th it. 

o CI 
I1J Z

III 
III _ 

... II. 15 CUlt:: 
INTlmVl)]WJJR: Did you ever see Jimmy Cohen 

0:: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 play? 
Z 
0 

17 
SAM C:R'AwFtrRD: 'el •• yes. 

f-
oe( 

:z 18 
I NrERVIE'WER: Not Bodle , Jimmy. 

19 

too. He was the <old Nat! ollal League 0 

20 
1 NTPmVlEWR: Bobby Rowe. Bobby ROllle -was 

21 

22 
one of your manager s 'W .. an t t be? 

SAM CRAWFORD: No, no, he played on 
23 

De ·t;r~ui t though., 'When he _ ... 
24 

~ INTFRVIEW1i'R: . He played 'With you? 

~. 2S w~l:-~-:-~-~-:-E-;-:-~-~-:.~~~~~~~~~-:~-:-o-:-:-~-~-~~~-~-~-~~E-. ~~~~~~~~-H-~-:-:-:-~-~-:-~-~-:-~~. ~ 
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2 SAM CRAWFt)'RD: Yah. He 'Was the first one 

3 to hit friur home runs you kno~. That ~as something, 

4 you knolol, the old ball, in the old days. 

5 INTFRV1~: Talking about home runs, 

6 you led the league in hom.e runs three times, right? 

7 ~AN CR,AWFtJRD: Yah, I guess it f S on my 

1&.1 8 
C) 

placard, 1 don't know, did yOu see it on those oards? 

« 
~ 9 
1&.1 

> 
0 10 
0 k. 

k. 
0( 

l!! ~ 11 
C) ~ ~ 
Z~O( 

-Mffi 12 .... ~ .. 
III cr 

ll::"O z: II. 

0;:: ~ 13 D.~III a,. Q, 

l&J III ~ 
cr 0 

~IIIZ 14 Q, III 

~ ~ 

Oft thel'e. Tbe Hall elf FQn1e. furn! sbes nte these eards. 

1 NTERVIEWBlt: You led the le ague in home 

o a 
l&J ~ !!! 
olii~ 15 rW\$ In 1901 ~it,h slXueeX1, rigbt? 

II:: - iii 

~ 
u 

I 16 
SAM: CBAWP1YRJ): That liUl,sC1nei fiatt!. 

z 
0 

17 
.... 
« 
z 18 

1901, s:t.xteen,· and most all (J)f them inatd's the park. 

19 SAM CRAWFORD: Yep. 

20 
I m'EflVI EWJm : 81 xt e en biont.e runs in 1 '01; ,; 

21 

22 home rune for 19010 

23 
3AM CRAW~RD: A long ball too, you know, 

24 
they had big groun<lsj 91f youtd get one b-etween the 

~ 
otl.tfie1ders then you can go home and sometimes "Walk -

I 
...
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2 around there~ 

3 I NTERVIE'WER: That 'Was 1901 and in 1914 

4 you 'Were still going, you 'Were tied 'With Frank Baker 

5 for the home runs in 1914. Gf course, I fm not ta.lking 

6 about tri ple s. 

7 
SAM GRAWF01~D: I gual s that sti 11 stand s 

8 

9 
INI'ERVIEWER: Three hundred and t-welve., 

10 
SAM CRAWF€JRD: We 11, tbel ' ~ don' t think 

11 

12 

13 triples ~U\1 m-ore. 

14 
SAM CRAWM:);l~D: Well, with that ne,'W ball, 

15 
it's a 11ve1y ball, a triple no"W, it's a home run. 

16 
It use' to be' pro·bably seventy .. fl va feet, maybe a 

17 
'I NTERVIEWBR: Did you all pay much ~tten .. 

18 

tloft to reaords in those dal" 
19 

lAM CRAWF0R'D: No. -we never thou.gbt 9.9y:" 

20 

21 
tbing about them. No'bocJy ever ,sa1d anyth:lng about them. 

INTWRVlEWR: Even though you hit sixteen 
22 

23 
bome run. in 1901t 

S'AM ORA,~rroRD: Neve r thought anythl n~ 
24 

~, , ' •. •.•• .. " 25_WAS"NGTON~FbF'ICOEut it, didn't even know it you know, untll the 
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1 

2 averagee come out, yO\1 kno'W. ~Te uaed to get that 

3 Spauldi ng Guide, you kno\4, and t ,t 'Would all be in 

4 there. 

5 INTERVIEWER: Do you remember that time 

6 ~hen you all went out on strike in 1,-· 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SAM ~'AWFORD:Oh, yes, I remember that. 

bleao'b':er1f .,~« s,oeke4' Qmebo'41:r in N, w York. Tbat 'Wa. 

the .t _ rt o,r tb,e t ht ng a ltd- w.e v,ant ad to get him baek 

thing t "o diD or aot. He tlUU3' out, suspended you kno-w, 

but 'We were out -- 'We bad -- Mahl1n, the 'manage,r, ar 

~'. ,',', ,,' ' ,,' ,' ,,' 25 _____ t_h_e_·O_w_rl_" e_r_, _' _h_e_O_9._m_e __ d_a_S_b_i_Il_g_, _<1_0_' W_' _n~t_o_N_' ~e_" "'_Y __ O_r_k_Y_O_U_" _1<_' 11:_' '_O_"W_f. __ ...I 
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1 

2 it 'Was a terrt b l e t i me ; b u t 'We 'W~'nt b a ek. You couldntt 

3 do anythj, ng to Ben Johnson, you kno'W, t hat was fooli sh, 

4 he had him suspended and that ~as it. 

5 But, some of the guys thought maybe we 

6 eOD Id, you kno-w. 

7 
INTERVI~: But Borne of the guys 

ILl 8 
thougrt maybe they cou l d, you' kno~ -- 'Cobb shouldn't 

C> 
oes: 

0:: 9 
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u II. 
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-~ffi 12 1-0. ... UI , a: 
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oj:~ 13 Q.~III 

0. 0. 
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a: 0 
O::IIIZ 14 0. III 

~ Iii 
o Q 

IJJ~!!! 

I don't kn€)," ~hether I sbould sa.y that or not. It -was, 

h.e ml,ght h.ave be,en just in ad in -what he d1 d, but the 

man, I can remember this, somebody was sitting up in 

the bleaebers, it was' ralfling, $pr1nkling and that day, 
clii~ 15 

a: - III 

~ 
U there 'WQS only, 1 think tl.1e Man "Was slttfn.g Qp there 

I 16 
z 
0 17 
I-
et 
z 18 

Every time he t d g;o in. yo;u kno''W, he kept 
19 

r:td:f..ng him pers'onal1y, ,ersonal stuff, bad and Cobb 
2.0 

took it ae long as he ooulo' and finally 'Went up there 0 

21 
This man W88 sitting there with a raincoat on, remember 

22 
they used to 'Wear a eaf8j he went liP t here and he took 

2.3 
a sock at th1: $ mlilD and he come to find out the man di dnit 

~, .' ". . ," ,,' , 25 WASH'"GTO" ~:'~Ee any arms. W .so. G STREET, N, W. 
WASHINGTON '15, D. C. 

Did you ever bear tha.t? 
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2 

3 SAM CRA1NFIDRD: You" heard that, you knell! 

4 that then, yah, it turned out he hAd both arms off, 

5 so t hat 'Was 'Wha t the loa'hole thing 'Was, of eours·e I he 

6 sBouldn I t he. va gone up there. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I NTRRVIF'WER: No, you know, a fan can't 

~o ' on the field and 8. player $bouldn't go into the 

SAM CRAWFURD: Well , 1 -- the t ,hiag tbat 

we \hlnk about reminiso1n~ alH)ut, ~h9n you meet some-

~·Od1 that fiB! tae se -q;lie s,t lO'liS o~kno'Ws' $om~t.hin~ ao()ut 

bAs,e-bal.l, YQul,et some foolish qtulmtlonl too, )"0·\1 know, 

Phillad Iph18 , and ~' e ~ad a . eventeen lMing ' game tbe~e 

\ 

Well, tbey had 1'opeS' u~ around: tb~ ontfield: 

and 'We "ere g,(I)ing ~n, they had Wild Bill aDd were knocltl:&g 

It 

like tn·at, and 'We tied it up in the ninth inning and 

@ 
it went seventeen innings, but thenduring this game, 
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1 

2 I ~a~ pl ayi ng centerfield at that time , and "Harry 

3 Deers" I kno\<ll hit 8. fly ball '- out eenter, just an ordina.ry 

4 fly ball, and just as I ~as going to catch it something 

5 htt my arm and just lihirled me around like that, yo u 

6 know. 

7 Some polioeman, sitting do'Wn in front 

UJ 8 
C) 

of the ropes, you kno'W, be <$idn't, I "Wasn't any'Where 

ct: 
0:: 9 
UJ 

near the ropes, he 'Was s,ltt1ng down front c ,f thEL 'X'opes, 

> 
0 10 
u II. 

II. , I( 
!II .. 
.. !II 

C)~~ 
11 run around i_n front of InS and hit my arm jl1st a.s 1 

Z~I( 

-gel 12 I-D. .. 
III 0: 

'W8.sca,t ching the ball, hit my arm and knocked it out 
0:: " 0 2: D. 
o)::1:l 13 , 0: '" D.~D. 
lrJ"'~ 

0: 0 
0::",2: 14 D. '" 

~ tn 

and of course, 'We S"qufl'Wked you know, and "Phil Coatin" 

'{Nas there and I don't kno'W 'W,he the other young fellolN 

o 0 
UJ~!!! 

.. II. 15 QIII):: 
~aa but ttl-a! both ea" it, and' then of 0:0u1'8e, they 

0: - '" ~ 
u 

J 16 
z 
0 17 

It W8a a tl e It$me and tbat really 'Won 
I-
et 
Z 18 t ke pennant fer us. 

19 
INTERVIEWER: It seems to me a lot of 

20 
tl~e~ they'd put ropes up in the outfield. 

21 
SAM CRA VFU RD: Yaho 

22 
IlfrBR\1lEWIm: Fans standln~ ·behind the 

23 ropes. I should tht ttl! there'd be a lot of Ineid ant s 

24 
like that, where they~a, interfere 'Wi th the outfielders. 

~ 
25 SAM CRAWFtlRD: flh, yes, they really inter-
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2 fared too, at ti rrtes, you knOll. Somet tm!@ s 'When they 

3 dj .. dn' t have the ropes tlp and theero~d ~a.s around the r e 
• 

4 and they'd have po11_cemen there to keep them back. 

5 I tva seen many a tim.:e people WB:O 'Would interfere YJit h 

6 

7 still and let the fiel dar run into t hem, they "oulan' t 

I.LI 

C) 
8 get out of the w-ay It 

<C 
0:: 9 
I.LI 

> 
0 10 
u II. 

II. 
0( 

l!! In 11 
C) ~ ~ 
Z:!! 0( 

-~ffi 12 1-0. ... 
1/1 Ir 

0:: ~ 0 :z: 0. 

o 1= ~ 13 Do ~ III 
0. 0. 

I.LIIII ~ 
Ir 0 

0:: III:Z: 14 0. iii 

~ In 
o c 

1IJ :z: III III _ 

olli~ 15 
Ir - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
l-
e( 

z 18 

19 
.0, I don't t h1nk many 

20 

21 

22 
be was a cripple. 

23 

24 
that. 

~ 
ImERVIE1~: Yeh, he ~hou1.dn't ,you knoll· 
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2 a ball player eho uldn 'b go i nt o the st a nd s and t he fan 

3 shouldn't go onto the fi,el do 

4 SAM CRAWFORD: You take a lot of abuse 

5 you kno'W, and tt get s under you r h t de a fte-r fit 'Wh11e. 

6 1 NT Jl RVl FliffR : Do e s 1 t re ally? Di d i t 

.7 get under joU'r hi def 

8 SAM CRA\-fFORD: ~"h, 1 t will eventually, 

9 eV$)!1taa11y. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 :yOQ H:ftOlii, 1'op bear 1. t a111'1 gbt, you can't help 1 t. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 beat U8 --

20 

21 

22 
three :in there, but we lUlnt into Chi eago, weanly tuut 

23 
to win ene ga .. me O'U, of t hpee, to wln the pen:Aant. 

24 

@ ..... ·., ... ,, 2.5 
WASHINGTON , OFFICE ', 
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you knoll, ana the Sox, they didn" t figure, but lAe got 

in there and "Jeez" they knocked us off the first fe'W 

games. Then it oomes QO'WD tbe last game, boy thtngs 

tightened up, you see·. 

't4e had !o0d' F!am.8s there, you see, we got 

beat two o108'a games, bt:.t't then it depended on this 

last g tne e:n~ Wild Bill ,1tobed, a·hut tem out, seven 

INTlmVIWWiR: Yen, Rd wet sh pi tehed for 

SAM CRAWlfURD: Really, I dian' t remember. 

!l.ae, when they, 'Wbe'n tile Sox 'Went out there6) 'W·llen taey 

out t ,nere and played ball, an.d they beat UB, and the 

seoond game, same thin«, you kno'W'. 

We 'Were t1lhtene'd up and they 'Were relaJtecl, 

.. ,@)', 25 WI3Al"Sl.,HGING6TT-ROENETO'~N. ~'. 'Cw~· .• ,When it come to :::OR~:~:FF:~me then the chips ure 
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do'Wn, the - guys C ouldn' t piCl{ up a ball ha.rdly, you 

kno"W, it 'Would be Frankie's ball and "Chiggie" Donohue, 

you kno'W, they were like this. We eame into the park 

you know, yelling and singing. 

I NTRFtVItrl~JlR: Pre s sure bad 8. lot to do 

'With it. 

SAM CRA'WFU lID: Yah, .... e were -- a. grea.t 

big axe was on the club a.t that time. Geez, I've popped 

() f f A,e r 'e CJ: ui t e 8. bi t, 1 s that go i ng to be all in t b ere f 

INTERVI~: Well, 1 took. 1 t all do~ ft, 

$a:i(J: is very lntere.tin,g. 

If yoa had to do it all oyer again, if 

you baa to start to 11 va your 11fe all overa,ga1n, lIould' 

you he a ball player? 

SAM CRA~RD: I believe s,o, yah. 

INtERVIEWER: Did you enjoy it? 

SAM CRAWF0RD: O'h, 1e $. 1 e nj oJed it. 

It w~s a good life, all tbat. Of course, tbere ~ere 

tough games to6, a lot of beefs going on too, you know, 

d1ft'erent things. 

Im'BRVIEWR: What did you do after you 

finished in the Ameriean League, you Vient to the Coast 

tiJ 
I~eague didn't you? 

_ ,25 . WA9"'NGTON OF"'O< 
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2 SAM CRA\fFtJRD: Yah. I eame out in 19 --

3 I finished up in Detroit in 1917 and I came out to 

4 the Coa.at here and' played 'W i th Los Angeles, 118, '19, 

6 INT~VIE~1ER: Why didn't you stay a fe-w 

7 more games and gEtt three thousand hits lWlth Detroit? 

8 ~AM e~AW1it):RD: I'll tell you about tbat it 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 be'. t he We~tern League I I 'Was s uppa sed to have thQ se 

23 I 'Wrote to "Spink", you know, St. I~,otli s, 

24 and I 'Wrote to the Hall of Fame before I went into the 

~ 
Hall of Fame. I 'Want ad tho se, I 'Wanted -- that' 8 a 

.'. ". ' .' .. ~5_ .. WAS~ONGTON OFFOeE . .. . : _ NEW, YOR. e,TY O,".E . LONG OSLAND OFFOe£ . 

, . 1St-I ·G', STREET, N. W. . ",is'o NASSAU~ STREET , . 23;;-OCE;-N ' ~~~~O. 
WASHINGTON . .15, D;~ C. NEW ,YORK 38. N.:' Y. FAR ' ROCKAWAY. L. I. 

METROPOLITAN 8.0089 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1·1!'2Qe 



1 44 

2 select e1rcle , you know, that three thousand, and I 

3 really should have been in there because I had toose 

4 hit s and the y ~ave you tbe hit s for being In the 

5 ""estern I,eague because the Western League, some of 

6 those to'Wns 'Were taken 1:nto the Amari can L.eague, see. 

7 Hell, 1 had those htt s but you kno'W they 

8 
~ouldn't give them to me. I had them, I don't know 

9 about three thous,and and fifty.two some·thing like that, 

10 
s,o I 'Wrote about it, I wrote Spink about it and: said 

11 
you've got the recorda ri.ght there and the Hall of 

12 Fame. 

13 
Do you Kltl!OW Ks.i.ner, Sid Kainer, I 'Wrote 

14 

1'5 

16 
thin@ about It. 

17 

18 

19 hits! 

20 

21 
it you kno\'iJ'I and then 1 di<ln't thlnk anything about it 

22 
beeause -- it t S Ii long stery, ab,out thf $. h1,t busjrless. 

23 
Cobb 'Was mixed up in that too. 

I NTB'HVIEWER: How 'Wa.s that? 
24 

@J 
RAM CRAWFf>RD: And ~Tenni.ngs wa.s m.ixed up 
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in it. 

I NTERVIFWE:R: HO,l!I did they all get lnvo 1 ved? 

SAM CRAW:rn RD: Well, Cobb 9.nd I dldn't 

get along too 'Well you kno-w, I don't kno'W about -:: this in .-

ImERVIE~nm: Don't 'Wor:ry agout it, it 

'Won't go oM.. 

S'AM CFlAWFllRD: I can tall you about this, 

1 d,oft' t veti'! 0ften mention 1 t. About 1917, apr! ng 

tralnin@, ev.eryth:i ng wa~ f1ne, \tIell-- if you Ire on a 

knew that I was near!nS three thousand:. It allllays 

burns me lG,hEUl I think of tk1s" you know • At tbe tlm:~ 

I di d'n' t want any. trouble, you. kno'W .. 

rl$v'e:r pla.yed a ball ~a.me, all season. C,obb and Jenaings 

and' Mabllfl., they were •• ,Ot')bb ""as running the thin« 

OQt ~_t :1 t., t'he )lea. Qffi oe: had tbe d,amper on it, s,ee, , 

tbey. waren 't goilJ~ t iO <to .nytb1~g,. SQ 1 sat ontne 

'btU\lcb all 1917 J never ,l·a.,ed, a ball gam'S. 

lis:yover if 1 bad. That was a personal affair and 

~
. . ". ~"'. , 25 theY ,_,W,',.e, l'e all three in on it, Jennings, and Cobb and 
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46 
"t-1ahlin, and of course, the y sate, 'W e ll, ~letll keep 

him out. It was only a personal affa1.r between Cobb 

B..nd m.yself, but Jennj.ngs and Mahlin ha.d no business 

sticking their noses in. 

I ~ould have made three thousand in 

seventeen yeers, I ~ould have had it, shortest time 

that anybody ever made it. That bu~ned me after, when 

I got to th1nkj.ng about 'it, then liihen they 'W,ould'~:t 

gi1fe me that .. that 1 really made it by the Western 

t ,ea.gue, that -w,as the se cond thing, and I knew I bad 

them, but then they wouldn't give me those. 

I NrERVl EiArFR: O'h, boy, and you. eould st! 11 

hi.t because you hit 360 in the COB.st League a couple 

year$ after that. 

SAM CRAW:mRD: Yah, so 1 twas" 'Well it 

'Was, I don't kno'W 'What word to say, bu.t it 'Was a bru.tal 

th1:ng in 8. 'Way, you know, personal animosity th8t 'Would 

gc the.t far., And also, to humiliate me the:y put 

pt~oherfl in the outfield, you kno-w1

, thlngs like t ,hato 

INTFRVI~t\1ER: Well, it'$ a shame. 

SAM CRAWFURD: Tta t really happened, 

13 I fro. not .lust popp1.ng off or overstating or u.ndel"stating 

24 1 t , it's just exactly as it was. I ~ont t exaggerat e 

~ 
25 it anyway, that ts just exaotly the 'Way it happened. 
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47 
I at i 11 t h ink 0 f t ro 8 e t hl ng s you k no"W , 

after a1 J , . y'ou'WO\1 l dn 't thl nk a man - a professional 

jealousy, 'Yon knol!l, he didn't, ~obb 'Wanted to be the 

'Wmle thing all of the time, all the time. 

INrERVI~nm: Wasn't that way 'With Honu8 

Wa.gner. 

SAM ORAWF~RD: fJ'h, no, or WaIte:r Johnson, 

an,. of those fello~s" lp,eaker, they're all in t()gethel'. 

The,y td 8QY on, y(}U lucky st1.ff, and kid around about it, 

bat l1e vant e(} \io \) ,$, the main eo g all the ti me, wb! eb 

,1\e . ,8.$, in a .ay, but still, you oould still reoognize 

oh ever'YDodlJ ~,as aga!,Jast hlnl and' all that e'uff. I 

ea1<Jwell, th'sl"e' $ tljO sides t ,o 'this tb~ng, ltn" why 

. 
'Whole :a.!;-'t*at-i on, eayifll dam: Ya:p,keee, tbtrlgs ltke tllat. 

I NTERVlEWER: Fie vas sti 11 r~. ghtl ms the 

Civil War. 

SAM CRAWFURD: Yah. It 'Ui~ a terr1.ble 

thing. Wall, be was, as ledf that Atlantic League 

~"' " 2.5 ~ .. , , ,,,'.a STREET. 'N, vi.:, 
"" ' , : WASHINGTON ·, 5, D. C. 

WASH1NGTQN ,PFf;:ICE ' NEW" YO~\< CITY QF,F:J.CE,·, 

150 : NASSAU STRE:!::T ' . ' 

,",:, " NEW 'YORK 38, N. v:· 
LONG ISt:.ANO QFFICE : ' .; r:: " 

2350 OCEAN CREST BLVD:. 
FA,R ROCKAWAY, L. I, 

METRQPOLITAN 8-0889 W~:U'TH 4-7589 GRANITe; 1-6~Q" 



ill 
C) 

< 
0::: 
ill 

> 
o 
U I&. 

I&. 
0( 

~ In 
C) j ~ 
Z!5 0( 

-gffi 
I-~Ii: 
0:::~2 
o ~ l:l 
0. ~ If 
ILII&I~ 

II: 0 

1X1f~ 
~ Iii 
o a 

ILl ~ !!! 
"" I&. a III i= 

- ffi 
;: t) 

J 
Z 
o 
I-
ct 
Z 

1 48 

2 I do~n there, I th i nk somewhere in Augusta, some~h~ ra 

3 do~n there and he was pretty cocky you know. 

4 

5 Babe Rutb broke tn weren't you? 

6 SAM CRAWF€lRD: I suwpose so I he 'Was 'Wi th 

, 7 Ba.ltlmore, I think, ~a.sntt he, ~ith Jack Dunn? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

IN!'ERVI~: Y$h. 

SAM CRAiJlOO:RD: I think that« 8 ~bere he 

broke in, in the Easterta League I think, a.nd then he 

mOVEH~' t'O the Red Sox, taS a pit ahel'. I Da,tt@G aga.i nst 

hlm many times. 

I NTERvtE1NER % Oh, I meant to ask you 

someth:1ng ..,.- you played ina World Series tt-10 years 

greatest ltifield ever was Tinkers I Evers and Chance I 

how true was that? 

SAM CRAW'Fl),RD: I :never thought that. 

It, lUl-S a good oombination, a good oouble play oombi n e. .. 

tiol'l, blat as far as ball players, I don't know whetber 

there 'Wt;U~ a. three h undred hitter among them, but it 

'Was that eomb:lnati,on and they W'Fote a song about it 

and that t sin there I in the Hall of Fflme, 'Mhi eh as a 

~
. 25 lot of ball players 'Would sa'1 , no it ehouldn't be in 
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there. 
',. 

I r TE'RVlE'WER: What ~as the best infield 

you ssw, 'What about tllat Pbiladelphia As infi- 'ald? 

SA1Jf CRAWFORD': That 'Was a. great infield. 

Boston had, a great :infield. They were all pretty 

good ball elube all around, pretty .. ell balanced all 

ar.ound, but I never .-,- Y"ou talk to any old! ball player 

you'll hear the same thiBg, there areseme players 

in ther~ that. shoul(hl't be In. the Hall of Fame. 

that should. be? 

SAM .CRA~·RD: Yah, they will be even-

tu,ally, but you kno-w tDe} put one tn thie' j ·e8.1" that 

~oes clear back t ,o 1@80. 

I NTERVlFWER; I still d0n t t utlftlerst an" 

in. the btg league in '17 and di.dn't get in there u.ntil 
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2 I 1.~ERVJJ5'~'iJ5'R: Ye 8, that! s true i sn' t 1 t, 

3 that's ri ght • 

4 SAM CRAw:fiU RD: Forty years, and when I 

5 did get in I ' had telegrams :fiom, well the President 

6 of the League. different baseball people, and they 

7 all said tbe same thing, this should have happened 

111 
C) 

8 yea.rs ago, you kno~, they all said the same t bing, they 
<t: 
0:: 9 
111 

had it in their minds, you know. 
> 
0 10 l'n ~j van IIp OJ1 1 t, that 1,s, I nadn't 
u ... ... 

I( 

~ Iii 11 
C) j ~ 

really thought mucb about it. You kno'W, they'Wsre 

Z:S I( 

-~ffi 12 I-ILI-en II: 

t 'slking about the Hall of Fame, I read the pa.pers, 
0:: " 0 Z IL 
oj:~ 13 D.~III IL IL 

111 ~ ~ 
O:::IIIZ 14 IL III 

~ Iii 

and they'd flay 'Well, 80 and so they voting on in the 

Hall 0 f Fame and your name c arne laP. you kno'W. 

o 0 
111 ffi !!! 
olii~ 15 Well, nettling earne of it, that ~as it 

II: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
.ee., an d t ·bi. s 'Went on for years l:tke that, every once 

Z 
0 

17 in a wh1.1e my name 'Would corne up, you kno'W, and I 
I-

<t 
z 18 j~st laid, 'kip it, I don't e$re anything about it, 

19 and then a.ll of a sudden v,ben ltd fOI'~ot all about it" 

20 then .811 of e. sudden here 'We a:ra, I ¥las sitting up 

21 
01f:l the desert up therein a os.bin 'With sno'W all arouJ!ui, 

22 in February, and tbe first thing you know I hear the 

23 pbotographers s.nd nelN smen all around the plaee, t ak1neg 

24 
pictures and everything. I didn't know 'What 'Was going 

~. 25 on. 
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2 you kno~, then from then on -- but I've had, I guess 

3 I'va had thousands of Ie tters, you 'kno'W, just thousa.nds, 

4 I an:n~ered everything by hand, you knolt, and I sti 11 

5 get, as I told you, I still get fan mail, kids 'Wanting 

6 autogpsphs things like that. 

7 Sometfmes th.ey send a atamped' e~velope, 

1IJ 8 
C) 

~ 

11:: 9 
1IJ 

> 
0 10 
u I&. 

I&. 
0( 

1/1 ... 11 ... 1/1 

eJ j ~ 
Z' ~ 0( 

-~ffi 12 1-11. ... 
1/1 0: 

11::,,0 :z: II. 

ot::~ 13 D.~III 
II. II. 

1IJ III ~ 
0: 0 

0:: III :z: 14 II. tal 

~ Iii 

1 NrBftVli."WlfR: :00 you ever go back to 

o Q 

1IJ i5 !!! 
... I&. 

Cl/lt:: 1-5 
0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
Z' 
0 

17 IftRE'VIIWBR: What did they have, an 
I-
<t 
Z' 18 

19 SAM CRAWFORD: Tbey had an old timer, or 

20 

21 1957, see, trhA:t W:~S' the first anniversary. Tbose thln~8 

22 are all ri gbt, 'but I neve!'~ eared .. - J di an' t like to 

23 get out there in uttiform. I want to be remembered the 

24 'Way I used to be becaase youtre only a shell of your 

~.... 25 WASH'NGT~N :~~:~er self, you kno:~ :~<dc: o.~,:1 nk 1 t' 9 kind of L:':'::'~~F<CE w . ,3HG STREri. N. w. ., ,"0 NASSAU STRE.., . <, .. ••• 0 OCEAN CRESTSLVD, 
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myself and I don't thlnk they shouJd -- it's all right 

to get out there in you~ clothes, civ1iiariclothes, 

and a~peaFJ but to get in uniform and try to play ball, 

I don't bali-eve i .n that. 

~' f course I you can't play anyway .. - maybe 

an inning, but -- itt S too bad, I don I t like it. 

1 NI'ERVl EWER : Did youe nj oy your sa 1 f 

though, there that day? 

SAM eRAW~~RD:Oh, 1 9 S, you koo'W, they 

al",ays give you present san" t htngs like that, it's 

batting average? 

!AM CRAWFORD: ~:lutee $,e.enty-eight. 

I NrlfRVIPThfEi, : T'br'ee ssventy-el ~ht. 

SA'M CRAWF€JRD: And 1. never even (lome close 

to le,ad111g the' league. Jaskson hit over four hundred. 

I Nrlmvt EWER: (lh bO""!l. 

INTERVIEWER: Jaekson was quite a hitter 

~AM CRAWFURD: Oh, he was a great ball 

fiJ 
player. 

. 25 W • S.'NGTOK .. OF" .. 

".13,11 G ' STREET, N. W. 
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I NrERVIE't4ER: A great natura.l ball player. 

SAM CRI~OORD: He reminds me .. - Ted Willia.ms, 

he \4a8 built <lust about like Ted 'rtrilliams, long and 

rangy, not mu~oular, htlt bad a natural s-w1.ng. He'd 

hit a ball as ha.rd as anybo<t:v ever htt a ball I t htnk, 

even Babe Ruth.. They claim tb$t he hi.t one 1n the old 

Polo Groullds, Y,outve seen the Polo Grounds, double 

cleck, and; then the root, he bt t the old ball over the 

You kno'W it'. a pretty good· ball '·' to hit 

in tb# lower t:>avil1on, an.:d: trben to hit it upstairs·. 

but R~' hi t l.t clear ave']:' tbe roof, the old ball. 

IN:rFRvt .. 

90mewhe l'e. 

by the rest of them.. 

1 mNRVIlr"~J.B'R: He 'Was: a follower, some·· 

~ • ...... ' ... , ........ , .. ,.2 .... 5 ... W.ASUINGTo.~ . .. bOFOFICdEy like uGando" --
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2 SAM CRA~1IFrn D· Yah, a conformi st. 

3 Ganoo, they tell me, got the money out of that thing. 

4 The 'Way I heard 1. t, I don't kno'W the 'W hole truth, 

5 bu.t, it seems that they gave the sa gamblers, I think 

6 Abe Atell 'Was mixed up in that -M 

7 
I NrERVIEWFR: Abe Atell was, yes. 

LLI 8 
SAM CRAWFORD: Well, it seems, the 'Way 

C) 
ct: 
0: 9 

I got it 'Was that Mrs. Gando 'Was given seventy-five 
LLI 

> 
0 10 

thousand dollars. Dld you ever hear of that? 
0 "-

"-
0( 

1/1 .. 11 .. «II 

C)~~ 
Z!So( 
-~ffi 12 1-11. .. 

«II 0: 

I )ll'ERVIEWBFl: Savant y-fi va hundred. 

SAM CRAWF0RD: No, seventy-five thousana. 

0:19 0 
:z: II. 

Ol=l:! 13 D.~III 
II. II. 

LL1 111 r: 
II: 0 

O:IIIZ 14 II. III r: ti 
o a 

LLI Z III III _ 

Qti~ 15 

I ITERVIEW:J5R:1 didn't he ar that, no. 

SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, seventy-five thousana, 

the:t t s the way I got 1 t, and af't er she got it , iiell 
II: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
then!he satd she d1,dn't ,nobody ever gave me anything, 

Z 
0 17 

I don't knew anything about it, yon know, played dumb, 

I-
0:( 

z 18 
and they say he came out bare to the coast and bought 

19 
property later and he -w,ouldn't do much for seventy-five 

hundred. 
20 

INTERVIEWEB: Yah. 
21 

SAM CRAWFORD: So it had to be thousands, 
22 

but that's the way I ~ot 1t ao I don't kno~ ho~ true 
23 

it 1 s. 
24 

~ 
INTERVIEWER: He ""as the ring lea,dero 

. • .. 25 '-'!'-A5-H-ING-T-ON-9-FF-IC-E----------, N-EW-YO-R-K-C-IT-Y -OF-F-IC-E-----------------i 
.. .. ~~G t51-AND o~ 
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SAM CRAWFeRD: Too bad, and Buck W'eaver, 

he cllairhs he 'Waen't in on it. 

I NI'ERVIEWRR: Be claims he \etas at the 

meeting but after the meeting he didn't thro~ any 

SAM CRAWFORD: Um hmm, ~reat hall player, 

he 'Was 9:, ni Ge ball player, b1S pair of hand's. 11 great 

pat r of hand s .. 

",AM CRA~, 'F{D: Yah, be lias a . great p,a1r· 

of hands. An" t1m'e ths.t ball bit tbat glov'8 1 t 'W~ ·s 

it, Clneift(l;tti won th·a.t erl ee, well .- Ed·'i.e Collins " 

-was p1tonlJlg. n~buclttJ be was catching his' pitcher, 

he kib·0lN dam 'Well they weren't pu.tting out. he knew 1 t. 

he ~ent tf) Gl e:as'on and told Gl 'eaeon about it, tUl(jJ' 

Gleason went to Komlnsky, they knew it I they kne'W that; 
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2 t he y thre~ ths,t game. The y kne'W that no't:J, this if) 

3 official, you ~on't ~ant this in the book -- they 

4 knew that that 'Was a crooked series, the magna.tes 

5 'knp-'W it. 1itfell. they let it go. 

6 They didn't do nothing and it kind of 

7 blew over. Well, tbey go into the next season, it 

LLI 8 looked like thee Sox 'Weregoi.l1g to win again, see, they'd 
C> 
ct 
0:: 9 go n.e d own to, I gae s s 'W 8.1 :t nt 0 Sa pt em,be r • 
LLI 

> 
0 10 
u ... ... 

0( 
CD ... 
... CD 

C>~~ 
11 

Z ~ 0( 

-lilffi 12 ... 11. .. 
CD 0: 

~t? Here t ,hey got the whole tea-m, and t ,nen here they, 
It\!)0 

:z: II. 
oj:~ 13 o.~1II 

II. II. 
LLlIII~ 

0: 0 
ItIllZ 14 II. iii 

~ ti 

~'opp.d this thing, after a ,ear later, th8ft they 

stopped 1t and said that there was a crooked series. 

o c 
III ~!!! 

J-o' ... 15 CUlI= 
And they lIne,,!t all the ti_me. It's bettel', ' right at 

0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
tbe miltute: they knelil', they mbould have s·topped that 

z 
0 17 

thing, tbey kne14' it. S,harp kne~ it. I talked to Ray 
... 
ct 
;Z 18 

Sharp 1 at e!' do'Wn 1 n Cooper et 0 wn, he knew it, he knew 

19 
the fel1o~s 'Weren't puttirlg ou.t. 

" 

INTERVI EWER: Sec()tty was a ~ood pitcher 
20 

21 
too. 

22 
SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, 8,0 you see, they bla.me 

23 
it on the ba.ll players, but :It lUU!n't the ball players 

24 
fault, and any ballpa.ayel' will tell you. that Kominsky 

' .' 25 WASH'"G'tON . OFF,eE NEW YORK. eOTY OFF'C" _. . ... <.oN. 'SLAND OFFOe£ . ,': ):: -" ~ 
'Was the guy that 'Was ~- that had the most to do with 
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2 that because Kominsky ~ould never pay any salaries. 

3 You know, you~ve heard that. He'd ratber give a 

4 ne~spaper man a thousand dollars than he ~ould a ball-

5 player five dellars. 

6 el f course, that 'Was his business, he 

7 'W ,anted publicity. 

8 INTEHVlEWBH: They said that Secotty 

9 'Was gett~, ng over six thou.sand that year. 

10 SAM CRAWFerRD:' Well, I ~Uel$ that t s 

11 probably true. 

12 

13 getting ~even~r-five hundred. Those 'Were pretty low 

14 s,alarie s, v'ery lo'W. 

15 SA M CRAWR>RD: Yah, for a million dollars 

16 worth of ball playe!'so 

17 

18 

2.0 SAM C~AW'FCRD : We>, you bet not, tbat' s 

21 :r1. ~ht, and I\Qm1.neky aspeotally -wtis aoted for .O·h, you 

22 know, he t d ltine and diRe the pres. s but l4hen 1 t oo'me s 

23 to the 0011 ' players, that i4QS 9. stJ'tU'l,g.e thl ng because 

24 be ~as a ball player himself. 

~ 
25 INrBR'VIm~: Yeh, yea. 

' 
.
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2 ~AM CRAWF~JRD: :Made 111ilJion, mil11one. 

3 Do you remember Russell, Red Russell, left hand pitcher 

4 -wlth the 1tfuite Sox? 

5 I NTFRVl E~1FR : Yah. 

6 SAM CltA\fFl1RD: Do you knoll! 'What he 'Was 

7 getting ~- t~o hundred and fifty dollars a month. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 kno'W that 0 

INTERVIEWER: Well, there 'Was a lot of 

Qheap o'Wnera, Gr:tffith was never any spendthrift. 

SAM ORAW~RD: No, nor Connie Mack either. 

his money 8'Way either. 

SAM CRAW'roRD: No, no -- of course, back 

in those days, five, six tho-usand was a. lot of money' 

you know, it 'Was eons1dered a lot of money. You ~ere 

only 'WoI"king six months, they'd say, but you got to 

live in those six months too, besides, six months idle, 

unless you got a., job or something. 

I m'ERVIEWBR: What did you use to 00 in 

the offseas'on? 

SAM CR.A~HD: ~b, I never did muc h of 

a.nything, 1 just, you kno", took it easy. 

WASI"\INGTON OFFI,CE 
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SAM CRAWFORD: Fi sh1 ng, -was in Cuba one 
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2 'Winter, do'Wn :in Ne~ Orleasn, you kno'W, just foolin,g 

3 around, 'Wh1. oh I think ~- I don't believe in "Ca.Ifer" 

4 plan, I don t t think you should. I don't know how it 

5 is now, I guess they don't exert themselves too mueh 

6 no~, but I k:po'W 'When we got thro\1~ 'With our seas·on we 

7 ~ere ready to eft ~own and re$t a lIttle bit. 

8 I NTWRVIE~nm: Yell. What dl d you d() after 

9 19,22 'Wben you bung \lp your spikes? 

10 

11 the "U.S.C:~~ '!' . H 

12 

13 'lAM CEtA~'RD: Ya.h, · 1 eoaehad over there 

14 

15 I \t a s. 'W 1, th U.. 0., 1 t no;l[ the boy s to J a p an in t 28 • 

16 

17 
hOlil long? 

18 SAM. CRAWF6RD : Oh, I don't knolil, t ,'Wo or 

19 
th:ree years I gUE'HUJ, ma.ybe four, I d·cn't know.. 1 know 

; 

2,0 
I tOQk tbem to Japen. That's a big trip for the boys, 

21 
you kno-w. 

22 
INTERVIEWER: Ho'W does it feel, you know, 

23 
you flgur ,e from 189'9 to 1921, you 'Were playing every 

24 
season right? Twenty .. t-wo years, t-wenty-three years. How, 

~ . •......... ·., 25 

'Well i ho-w did it feel in 1922, 'When you don't go to 
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2 spring training or youire not going ijO go out there and ~-

3 SAM CRAWRlRD: Well J you kno'W, you don't 

4 feel a.ny too good am ut it, of course I you see the 

5 pa,rades and all that and you kind of get a lump :in 

6 your throat, you know. I did, to see the boys having 

7 parades before the games you know, and all ! that, but 

8 that's the way it is, you eAn't,yougo so far you kno'W, 

9 &nd then --

10 

11 

12 the three hundreds. 

13 (Tape -went blank at thjs point) 

14 And, you. don't have 8. telephon$ do you? 

15 SA,M CRAlIFlD:RD: No, I 'Wou;ldn' t have one. 

16 1f 1 bad: .. lot of m€:>l'ley I l!i;oulo1'l't }itav,B a telephone. 

17 I NTE'RVI, ~: Why not? 

18 SAM CRAWF{)RD: I just don't like t elepbones. 

19 Anybody want s to see you they C81n oo~e and sea you. 

20 I .nev~r ~a8 for tele,hones. If I bad' dough 1 'Wou.ldn't 

21 \l@.ve a telephone. I gus s s it's all r1. ght, you kno'W, 

22 i. t m::t~ht be, but I dOll' t Ii lee 1 t. 

23 INTERVIEWER: You don't like to have 

24 

,~ ... ,.' . .. " , 2.5 '--__________ 5A_: 'M_\,_CR_A_W_' <_P' O _, R_D_._: _N_.· 'O_, ,_8._n_d_. _I_g_o_t_t_h_' &_t_: _t_e_l_e_. -__ --I 
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2 vision, I never turn the thing on. Never turn it on, 

3 nothing on there I wamt. 

4 I NrERVI nfER : You don t t even 118. t ch the 

5 ball ga.mes? 

6 SAM ORAWFORD: I mi got lNat ch the World 

7 Serlea. that's about. all. l ' don't know no'W long I'll 

8 be here, y(}u knoltJ. 

9 

10 to move on again. 

11 

12 . in Cayu,gee·.t about tlilo ,.8,1'e ago. I -was ' in CaJugas, the n 

13 1 left tbe:pe and ~al'lt down to {lceanSl1~e, you know 

14 

15 

16 

17 

'18 

19 II va been thi n'k:i n·g about t hi, s place, so 

20 1 got .-acquainted ~,J. th a lot of peo,le and· fin.ally I 

21 

22 here, 1 rent these eo:tta·ges, you know just kind of 

23 look after th:tn~e. I lot a wife do'Wn in Hollywo,od. 

24 She says I stl11 hounce around, you kno14, itt s a hang-

25 over from baseball days, always a change, YOll kno'W, one 
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day youTe hera, next day in Boston, you!re always 

ohanging and she says youtre still changing. I can't 

take that do~n there. 

SAM CRAWFtiRD: Too much smog, Holly-wood, 

tough golng doW} there, can't bras.the hardly. Have 

you been there, you kno~. 

INTERVIEWER: Sure, I've been there. 

SAM CRAWFORD: Not a conformist, I like 

to do ~hat I want ted,o, don't bother anybody, I don't 

even buy a newspaper, ain't nothing but trouble in 

it. Spol1s your morning, you get up in the morning, 

feel pretty good, get a hold of a paper, see big head-

lines, somebody k~lled, somebody kidnapped, the whole 

thing ~tarts off -- it starts the day 'Wrongo That's 

my o-wn feeling, ma.ybe I 'm ~.ron.g about it, 1 don't kno'W, 

but I don't kno~ -what's going on, somaybe I'm 'Wrong, 

I dontt kno~. 

I NrERVlFrl,,1EB: Do :many people who oome 

to see you talk about the old days of baseball? 

are? 
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SAM CRAWF@RD: I never talk -- had enough 

of that too, I was up in the "Pananlo" Valley up there, 

for about ten years in that cabin, and I go back and 

forth to Hollywood, a week or t-wo up there, and down 

and back, 'Well, I lUiS arot.l.nd there about ten years, 

a,reuna this Itttl@ to'W·n called Pear Blossom -- you 

know where t hat is around there, you don't ... -

and Pa.lmO'ale, c:>ut on the (fa '-er.ts, whet they call 

u.p there, gets pretty 0014: i.n the winter, but I lUi$ 

I Hever t ,old, tbem. 

, Only my frl~nds kne~, once in fa w,h11e 

1 td go to the eOlJ.l1lty fai:rr, tbey'd have a li.ttle fair 

th.er~ :in L a,ftC6I!tel', and ltd go a. round' there" ha.d some 

f:r:l.ends there an:cl tbey'd ·itltr(l)ouce me around anti they 

didn't even kno'W 1 lila'. ball player. 

I ftERVI~: lB&,seball -was a lot rougher 

in the old aaye? 
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2 bu.t --

3 INTFRVl El!'i1ER: The men that played it 

4 ~ere more durable. 

5 SAM CHAWFORD: Must have been, must have 

6 been, not only must have been, they 'Were, . be cause some-

7- times thos~ pitchers would pitch a double beader, like 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

ft .. 
~I 

22 

23 

24 

MeG! ni ty or some 0 f tho se, Alexander, they'd at art a 

double header and they'd win the fIrst 88Jfle in a breese, 

YOli know:, :nothing to it, go right on and' pitch the 

second ga.me. That happen,ad many a time. 

I NrlfRVlE'WBR: I r 'emember the.,' d play 

'With inju:rie$. 

SAM CRAT~RD: Yah, they'd get spiked, 

sp1.kin·g, they talk ab$ut Cobb splkin~; Cobb never 

spiked anybod.y. If tbey got in the way, that's their 

own lookout. Thoee 1of1 elders are suppo $led to taka 

ca.re of themselves. If thel got in the way and got 

nicked; why, they never said anyth1.ng, they'd just t .a.ke 

8.. cl!lew of tobacco out of their mouth and slap it on 

there ,'Wrap a handerohlef 8,round and go right on. 

They didn't think anyth1.ng of it. But 

no'W, if they get a little scratch, why they take them 

to the hospital. 

INTERVI~R: Yah, they were much more 
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2 durable guys. 

3 SAM CRAWFDRD: I don't knoT,ttl about durability .. 

4 or durable, but I knoli they're talking about thase 

5 fellcrws talking about five or six hundred consecutive 

6 games, well, I played oveF twelve hundrec oonsecutive 

7 games. 

11./ 
C) 

8 
I NTERVIElAlRR: "~id you? 

« 
0:: 9 
11./ 

> 
0 10 

consecutive games Ql\l6 not only tbat but all the sprint 
u II. 

II. 
0( 

til l- 11 l- !II 
C) !!! Q 

... Z 

t, J'a!~1ng gQ$es, and exhlbl t1.on games. Tbey were t lking 

z=:so( 
-~ffi 1,2 1-1I.l-

til II: 

IX I!I 0 Z II. 
oj::~ 13 II: 
0.0'" II. II. 

11./"'~ 
II: 0 

o::",z 14 II. ... 

~ t; 

thiJl@ like, that. 

1 NTERVIEWBR: You dtan' t h9-11e the kind 

o Q 
1I./z ... Ie -

15 CIII~ 
of t !'tliDin~ fact 11 tiel, clu.b nCJuee traiml,ng faoil! tllee 

II: - ... 
3: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

11 
SA.M a~AWFORD: :No, they got tfbatbs ft and 

I-
et 
z 18 

19 
just rubbed yeu '6Wft, p.t some wbat tbey used to call 

"Go ' fa.e,t" on YO\l., take 8. bottle of vaseline and a 
20 

bottle of Tahasco sauce, you kn!)w how hot that 1 s, 
21 

mix; that t o'gethe r, tha.t' shot, and they p,~t t bat on, 
22 

23 
INTR'RVlWWER: You had the unfortunate 

24 

~ 
experienoe faoing Babe Adams --

! 
••. ~ .~w-~-H-m-n-O-N-O-"-~-E----------N-E'-~-'. ~-6-~-'-' -~-Y-O-'F-Fl-CE---------------~ 
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SA!v1 CRAW"RlRD: Just an ordinary pi t char, 

just an ordinary pitcher, just a little curve ball. 

Ther'@' 8 al-ways something in the World Seri as, somebody 

that's heAn generally out standing, some hi tter or 

pt t char, or S om,ebody. 

INTFRVIEWER: Adams lAon three games that 

y.JJ a 1:' in the sarl es. 

8AMCIAW'~RD: Atoheson shut out the 

J\theleties, sh.ut them ".t for three ~ame$ in the World 

I NTBRVIBWER: You neveF fae,ad Mat he'Wson, 

did you? 

when he first came to the, Nati enal Leagu.e, I 'batted 

. i"ln ' t ~.l· m 1, n C1.· nc. i· "at, +1 • a~a , ;1<;",8 " n - & " " 

out of college. I always dODe pretty ~ell against 

you know. 

I NrERVIFWER : I gue as t he be at pi t char 

you figure you ever fa-cee! was ~lalter tTohnson, hmmm? 

a doubt. 
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I NrE'RVlEWER: I sure do appreciate your 

taking this time o 

SAM CRA'~RD: Well, I'm just sitting here 

and reading. loon It generally read that -- that's 

tl"BS'&, that pa,tr st,uff, some of 1 t is tra.sh you kno'W, 

but I haven't g.at any -- I fteven't got any of my books. 

M1 favorite writer 19 Balzae. 

I NrrBRVIE'WImt J)Q you read a lot? 

~AM ORAwmR,D: Quite a bit. Balzae is 

my ravo~i te. 

8~R 'CFlAWFUR!l:, A ~:reat descripti va wri tar. 

IN'FlIRVlEW!R i Is that a rrlahbematies book 

dOllfl there' 

at it, I ~as never 'Worth a. a,am in mathematics. I have 

some reader's digest stuff. 
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2 1 IfrERVlW\llER : g o that's 'W h at you do , you 

3 spend all your time, all ' by yourself reading. 

4 SA.M CRA~OORD: Not all the time, Y pitch 

5 horseshoes, I got soma horseshoes there, pitch horse-

6 shoe a and I 'Whittle chains out of at:!, oks. 

7 INTFRVIEWER: Did you do those? I've 

w 8 been looking at them. 
C) 

« 
D:: 9 

SAM CRA1~ND: You bean looking at them. 
w 
> 
0 10 I NTERVIWWER: Yah. 
u II. 

II. 
< 

~ t 11 
C) j g 

SAM CRAW'rnRD: Well, I whittled them out. 

z ~ < 
-gffi 12 1-0."" II) Jy, 

I NTF.RVI E\TJm: You 'Whl ttled thes'e? 

0::,,0 :z: 0. 

Oi=::l 13 Q.~III 
0. 0. 

W III ~ 
IY \) 

D::1aI:Z: 14 0. III 

~ l; 

SAM GRAWPURD: 'There 1 s the stick 1 t' s 

made out of. 
o Q 

w:Z: III III _ 

alii~ 15 
INTFRVI~: Bo'y oh boy. 

' 0: - III 

3: u 

I 16 
SAM CRAW'mHO: That's made out of teaklilood. 

z 
0 

17 
I lfi'FFHTlEWEH: That t s be,s.utlful. 

I-
<t 
z 18 

19 
finished you kno'W, just the rough, just the eorners, 

; 

20 
you. .hav'e to take that all off. The. t t s t he way you ss.'W 

21 
the ~ood see, just like that. That's teakwood. 

I NTERVIEWER: I don t t kno'W ho'W you do it. 
22 

SAM GRAWFtJRD: I have tools to do it. 
23 

24 
Here's one made out of Oak, you ca.n see the dif'ferenee 

~ 
In them, in the 'Woods. 
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SAM CRAl4'FORD: We11, it's someth tng t oo 

kill time ~ith. You can spend hours you kno'W,l.Jorking 

on it. You havetc have little- drills and knives, I 

have epeeisl knives you. kno-w, ~ood-'Mork1ng knlves. 

SAM CRAWPORD: Well , some people like to 

far -t th 1 t. 'hat t $ jus' in the rcu{~:h. I tIl sm:c)otb 

1 t ap lDU\:lfllOW. · 

1 Nr~n lNInJt : What d,o yo tl do t h.en 111 t b 

w-l tb them, J may -g1 va them aw-a, , it f S jtls:t somethIng 

to kill time.. Here's one of tbe tirs\ ones} ever 

you do tt, I mean, you got all these things togetktel', 

SAM eRA~RD: No, they've got to be carved 

out • Here • s t be way they are, you see, t ·'hat one is 

@ 
loose, that square that's loose in there, and 1lhefl ,· YOu.'Ye 

.. , .•..• 2~ _~: __ ~_~_m_:_~_~_;_:_::_~_. ~~~~~~~~_~_. __ N-~-:-O~-~-;-~-~-s-;-:-~-~-' -'-~ :-' --" -' ~~~~~~2-~-:-;-~-1:-~-:-:-;-:-:-:~~ '~;:;' 
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2 got to ~h1ttle them out, a little at a time, it takes 

3 a little ti¢e, but that's all I've got is time. 

4 Ib1rERVIEWB'R,: I thtnk that's 'Wonderfu.l. 

5 SAM CRA1fi,TF(jRD: It's just eomething I have 

6 the tools to 'Work ~1th. 

7 
I NTERVIE~JER: It's great 4' 

ILl 8 
SAM CRAWmRD: A lot .of people like them 

C) 
<C 
0:: 9 

whQ'V~ ssenthem, but I have special tools. 
ILl 

> 
0 10 

INTERVlF!ATJm: Where did you learn to do 

0 I&. 
I&. 
< 

I!! Iii 11 
C)~~ 
Z:'E 1( 

-gffi 12 ... 1I.t-III II: 

SAM CRAW'lit) RD:Ch, I just pi eked it up, 

o::"c) :z: II. 
oj:~ 13 0. gill 

II. II. 
IaJ III ~ 

II: 0 
0:: III:Z: 14 II. 1&1 

~ Iii 

I haven' tgot much in her-E!. 

I m'ERVIF"rJ:R t Wore you a fal:'m boy, did 

o Q 

ILl ~ !!! you gr'o'W, Rp on a fapro? 
... I&. 

Clllj: 15 
II: - III 

.~ u SAM CRAWFllRl): I t va been on a tllrm many 
I 16 
z 
0 

17 ... 
et 
z 18 

19 

20 

21 
SAM CRAWFOND: Yah. Here's one of the 

22 

23 
INTE'RVlEWBR: What did your fat her do? 

24 

~ 
Was he a 'WhittIer? 
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SAM CRAWFORD: He -..as -- no, he 'Was in 

the Ci vil War and 'When I 8an remember baok, he had a 

store, a general store you know, just a little oountry 

at'ore 'Where they sold everything •. This is jnst; fun. 

ball player? 

SAM CRAWF~lRD: Jumt around to~n, we 

I tft'llRVI EWJri: Yeu made your o-wn ba.lls f 

SAM CRA~RD: Y: .. h, all t be. kids "W:ould 

Ollll'\ ball S I make our own bat II. 

tNT 'VI _1 '1: 'fbis little 110wn Wahoo - .... 

SAM CRAWFORD: I ins! st~(i that t bey ,u.t 

this name Wahoo on that earo, on that plaque, that's 

ma·cht ou.t of b rOrlze you kn()'Vi I lOu' VEl been to the Hall 

of Fa.me hav~n' t you, that' 8 made ou.t of bt'o-nze J and I 

i~s19ted they put that name Wahoo on there, I v:anted 

that on t Mr'e. 

INTERVIEWER: Why 1s that? 

PAM CRAW'PC:RD: Beoause that's my home to~n, 

see, I 'Wanted to advertise it. Do y.ou know that there's 

~, 25~H'K~ON o~::e prominent men C::OR::':~FF~~hoO' Darryl zanu
L
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2 from there, did you knc~ that? 

3 I NrFRVIE'WE'R : No • 

4 
SAM CRAWF0RD: I remember ~hen he ~as 

5 
a. 11 tt Ie to-wheaded kid running aro und t he at reet s. 

6 
About foul', five years old, hi s mother and father 

7 
o'Wned' a hotel there, you knol-J, a. little country town, 

IJJ 8 
l;rlahoo, the o'ounty seat. His father Qnd mother had the 

(!) 
« 
0:: 9 

hotel. And then ~e had HarOld Hanson, anotber Wahoo 
IJJ 

> 
0 10 

boy, Qnd when ~,e were kids together-- well, he f s the 
u II.. 

II.. « 
en ... 11 ... en 

big sbot Ln Fastman's Cons,er'Yatory of Music in 
(!):l~ 
z ~ « 
- M ffi 12 ... 0. ... 

o:::~ 
Z 0. 

Qj:l:l 13 o.~1II a. D. 
IJJIII~ 

0: 0 
O::IIIZ 14 D. III 

~ Iii 
o 0 

IJJZIII III _ 

... II.. lS QUlj: 

Rochester, Hew York, orchestr's leHaer ano oonductor 

I gu e s s, and, compo se:r • A bi g man • 

Then 'We had another one I a 8'L1.1 by the 

name of Be.adlow. He 'Was a farm boy J he Ii ved 0 n a 

- 0: 
III 

~ 
u 

, 
farm outelde of town, ~ell, he s in Cal Teoh,in there 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
in Pasadena that big, whate.er It 1s, he was 1n 

... 
« 
z 18 

genet1_os or something. He 'Won a Nobel prlze I 'think. 

IN'rEHVlE1tlER: You ~re'W up in to'Wn. 
19 

20 
I NTERVlBWER : And your mother and father 

21 
ran the general store. 

22 
SAM CRA1i\rFf.lRD: ~'el1, they dt dn' t bave, they 

23 
wasn't doing anything then, he ~asn't dolng anyth:ln.g 

24 

~ 
then, he had never been very 'WeIl, he dtdn't do so well 

. . 25 wI-, A-S-H'-NG-T-O-N-O-f.'F-IC-E------------N-EW-YO-R-K-C-IY-YO-FF-IC-E---. , -" ---~----------I 
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in the 'War, but I can remember before "We 'Was in Wahoo, 

we 'Was in another little to'Wn and that t s toh ere he had 

the store. 

I NTERVIE1~TER: V h, and then he ret ired' 

SAM C RA~RD: Ub, huh. 

INTFRV!IThTJ.ftl: What did be think ·about you 

bec.oming s ball playe.' 

BAM CRAWi{)RD: ~n, they didn't, they 

IlftB'ftVl M*JBI: You said baseball plaJer s 

a little town. tb&y 8'''Y, bmmm." mayb'e YOU'l'e g~1:nlg to 

in that Can '. di.8. League , boy tbst sure \I1a .9 sQ ,mething. 

You lett.ve t 'D,'Wft, ~e·t your tl"anSf>Ol'tation ,rut everything, 

s'.ltty-five dollars a month. 

You ltno~ I waa tip ia Cbatham, the" s' just 

a 11 tt Ie v'aye fp('Hf) Det.!'oi t, and, I li3ind up thel'e and 

1 httven' t ga·t _ .. I t hi:nk my Dad gave me ten dollars or 

lu)trl'ething, I didntt have anything, d·1dn't have a .101> 

or anything even, I didn't kno'W -- so I went up there and 

I ld nd up in Cinei natt1 S<'J that's ths'Ws.y it goes. 
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Is this going in there? 

I NFE'RVIEWR: Yah, but I just ltdant to get 

those pictures. 

SA}'V1 CRAWFORD: Oh, yeh, let t S see -- thi s 

is real old stuff you kno~ that I got here. This is an 

old book, you can see it's old and dilapidated. There's 

the bog,t -we ~ent over on, it had sails on. ~fe went to 

Vanoouver, tbere's the boat. It's more like a Yacht 

you knollt. 

INTERVIEWER: You got sick on :1 to 

SAM CRAW~RD: :Ob i g·ee'z, I near died, I 

"Was ten days i,n my bunk. No,. these a.re old stuff, you 

may not be toe) 1ntereste,d in 8ee11118 old stuff. Here's 

Doc White. This is tbe 'World tour, t hi.s 1s the start 

of 1 t; see here. 

Frere t s the Tally Ho" over in Houston. 

I~NTERVIEWER: That' 8 the Tally Ho, huh? 

on top s ef it lo~ see. 

INI'ERVIE1lt1ER: When the ball club ~ent to 

the ball park, did JOu go in those? 

SAM CRA\tJlR):RD: Went 1 n Ii bu.s, a bus, seat s 

on the side you kno~o 
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2 SAM CRA1A~ RD: Yah, horse dra:wn. 

3 Here's Speaker $:nd m.yself, this -wee do'Wn in Arizona. 

4 Here's S:pe aka!'. 

5 I NTE'RVIE'WFR: S·peaker ~as a good outfielder. 

6 SAM CHAW1itl:RD: 6b, the best center fie'ld'er 

7 t'her'e was ever I guess. He oould g'o 'back, better t haa 

8 anyone I eVer saw, go baok _ftd get those 'balls. 

9 INTERVlE'WIm: .e played: pretty close behind 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 a p p 1 e, 1 s t r. t 1'1 gnt ? 

17 

18 

19 
I NTImvt EWIm : 11. b? 

20 

21 

2.2 

23 
.. ;lnarvel. Me cl1, dn't have a big basket to Gatch tn'em. 

24 
in either. 

25 
INTERVIEWER: And he was a great field:art 
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2 SMI CRAWEURD: Oh , y e h . The sa are some 

3 pictures loJ€ took of him. I'Fielder t' Jones. Bar-B"'Que 

4 at ~) xnard, see 0 

5 INTERVI EWER: I vaguely remember, 'Wasn't 

6 that a time tbat you haa a _. "Lopert" ~a8 with you 

7 al1 ~ on that thing and you had a raoe .""'" 

ILl 8 SAM CRAWRl RD: He raced a horse around 
C> 
<C 
0::: 9 the bases. 
w 
> 
0 10 I NrERVl.EWER: I remember thai, yah. 
u I/. 

I/. 
0« 

en ... 
... en 

C> ~ ~ 
11 S:AMCRA~~1iD: I don't remember whether 

z ~ 0« 

-~Ci 12 t-O' ... en 0: 
0:: I!J 0 

Z 0.. o j: ~ 13 
Q. ~ 11/ 

II. 0.. 
1Ll1iI~ 
It : ~ 14 II. 11/ 

~ Iii 

INTi'RVIFWER: Who ~on that race, him or 

the hQrse? 
o Q 

W ~!!! 
... I/. 15 CUlj::: 

HAM GRAW'PURD: The horse beat him, it "We'rat 
0: - 11/ 

~ 
u 

I 16 ar·o\,uld tbe out s1 de andbeat bim. You kr.tow, out ai-de the 
z 
0 

17 No'W, I ma6e 1 t to Japan,. 88'8 . .. 
l-
e:( 

z 18 INr-rERVI~1ER: Bllt nL:opert" 14·as pretty fast 

19 was.n't he? 

20 ~AM CRA~: RD: Yah, he l48.e pretty fast" 

~1 but yoU can't beat 8. horse, you know. 
I. I -

22 INTRRVl FWPJR : He's still around you know. 

23 SAM C'RAWFU RD: Yah, he's a good guyo W'8 

24 got to Roms and ~ent to see the Pope you know, and he 

~ .. . ... · ... 25 

wal, he married a divoreee. and they dIdn't alloloJ ber 
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2 togo. Broke her heart you know, 'She 'Want ed togo. 

3 Hong Kong. There'~ Mrs. Lopsl't. 

4 I NTFRVI J?WiER : That's Mr s. Lo pert. 

5 SAM ~.AwmRD: Yup. I got one pietuJWe --

6 INTE'RVI~1BR: What size bat d1.d you use, 

7 'What 14e1, gbt bat? 

8 SAM CRAW'F0llD: Forty ounoe 0 

9 

10 very ·mucb' 

11 
SAM CRAWFeRIh Well they tell me v~ry 

• seldoM, I <ton t want to p.cp off Gl' anything, but they 
12 

13 said: .ery . 'slttoM. I d14m'.t pay m.uC'll $tiientlol'1 to it, 

14 

15 

16 

17 
JOU just didn't stand there, but theee guys, Jegue, tbey 

18 

19 

20 
one Eictupe here --

IlfrERVllfWBR: Wlth very "few strikeouts, 
21 

22 
'W,ere you hittIng for distanee or for .... 

23 
BAM CRAVpt}'RD': We ,just hitting, trust to 

24 

e@ 
INTBRVlmmR: Just try to meet the ball? 

.. . , 25 '-WA-S-HI-N-GT-O-N-O-FF-IC-E--------------_________________ -1 
. '; .,' NE:W YORK CI,n- OFFICE !=~NG .ISLAND OFFICE· 

. . .'. . ~· $ ·t 1 ·G· STREET. N. w. uio NASSAU STREET 235~:. OCEAI'~ .CRE'ST BLVD. 
" ., WASHINGTON !!!. D. C. '-::. NE,W ·YORK38. N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I. 

METROPOI.ITAN 8-0889 WORTH 4.7589 GR",NITE 1.6~0~ 



1 78 

2 SAM CHA1,4FORD: Yah, hit it s omewhep9 , get 

3 men on bases you kno~, do something ~1th it. Hera's 

4 where ~e ~ere in Cuba, in Hav~na, they caught a shark, 

5 they .. ent out in too Ha.rbor and got aehark, look at the 

6 size of that month. That's Schaeffer there, pulling his 

7 mouth open. 

ILl 8 
I NTER V1 11lfJ'Efl : Yo us a1 d S c hae f fer 1s a 

C) 

« 
~ 9 

goo<t1 thing for a ball club, why l'ae the.t? 
ILl 

> 
0 10 

SAM CRAWFURD: Because he was It good, he 

u ... ... 
001; 

en ... 11 ... !JI 

C) !!l Q 
..J ;z: 

Z~ooI; 

-~~ 12 1- 0. ... en ~ 

kept everybody in good humor, you know,. all ~ ; the time. 

ItfI'ERVI EWER: A. comedian. 

0: I!l 0 ;z: 0. 

o~li! 13 0: 
Q.OIII 

II. 0. 

ILI~~ 
~IIIZ 14 0. III 

~ Iii 

S,AM CRAWF0RD: Yah, kind of a comedian, 

} '0\1 knolf, all tho, time, telllng sto:rle,s, telling 'What 

o Q 

ILIffi!!! 
'"' ... 15 CUl~ 

a ,great hitter he was and all that stuff, you kno'W, 
~ - III 

:s: u 

J 16 
jus·t ki, dding. There's the old Tally Ho, that was 

z 
0 

17 
eleetrie. 

I-
<t '1 NrEP.V1F~1BR: You oall them t he Tally 
z 18 

19 
Ho, 149.51' that ~h8t everyb,ody called them then! 

SAM C RA1A.rR) RD: I guess , eo, I don't knol4 ~ 
20 

but I gue s s that t s 'What i t ·~U1S. 
ft4 
~I 

INTERVIEWER: Sort of 8. little bus? 
22 

SAM GRAWro,Rb: Yah, but you rode on top of 
23 

the dam thing. There isn'tmueh more, this is old stuff • . 
24 
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lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

or in the ball park? 

SAM CRA'VirFDRD: We dressed al'Ways at the 

hotel and ~ent out in a buSo ~ 

INrERVIEWER: In that Tally Ho? 

S:AM CRAWF0 FID: Yah, there \<Were seat s on 

each side, you kno"W. You recQ.gnlze this. 

I NrERV!FWER: That' e the triangle. 

SAM CRAWR()RD: Is that st1.11 there? 

INrrE:RVI~: Yah.. 'fw,enty-fifth street 

1 tbink. tli;1entJ-th1r(iJ. 

SAM CRAlilFURD·; Y ll,1 t 1 $' , htlb. 

1 m'ERVlTnfEB : Wb~ t ' :: t hilt 

79 

AM CRA1JF@RD:, By the end. You asked me 

about i ,t " fiorty ounce. 

: ,Oebb had a funny bold on the 

apert, buts: choke just tbe same. 

INTERVIBWIttR: Wbat do you think about 

~
. those, you knO'~ --

",' 25 .... W-AS-Ii-IN-GT-O-N.-O-r
F
-

l
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2 SAM CRAWFUR:bt «J h, everybody had a dl fferent 

3 way -- you get started in a certain thing, a certain 

4 ~ay of holding and doing things and if it turns out 

5 all right, ~hy that's what to do, you kno~. But I don't 

6 know, I think these young punks no'W, they go to train 

7 a. batter $ina thtn'k they kn.o'W 'What thaytr~ c3ning. There's 

8 so many o.(Haches around tell1ntg him \Chs. t to do you kno:w. 

9 

10 

11 Had fa traa:i.ner, that's· all we had. You're on your own. 

12 1'ATere you superst i ti QUs? 

13 SAM CRAWroRD: Not too much. The only 

14 

15 ]' NTERVl~1I'R: What about on tlne ball 

16 f1 ald? 

17 

18 

19 superstitious, even butterfly's flyinF! across the field. 

TbeSEt Ed.g red butterf1ys" you've $een those, ~h)narohs, 
., 20 

22 white one meant ttometh:1ng, and the manager would l(')ok 

23 out and' boy, oh, boy, oh bey, there goes a red one, you 

24 kno'W, th~ ngs like that. They believed thB.t stuff', you 

.~. ~ 
kno'W, the y real] y belie ved ita 
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2 A fel1o~ named ~ill Armor, he used to 

3 manage Cleveland, Bill Armor, and he eame to Detro! t 

4 after, vel' y supersti tioliS. The bat s, 'We used to lay 

5 the bats out you kno~, and if obe was laid a little bit 

6 crooked you know, b~' d holler B.t the bat bo y and say 

7 hey, talr0 thai; hickory out of there, you kno'W. Little 

8 
th:i.ngs like that.. He ' ~ 10 nut s j- f he a ere s s eyed 'boy. 

9 

10 

11 
to f:i no a cross eyed boy for a bat 'boy_ 

12 

13 
BiJ-l would take a leo-k at bi m B.n<i~et aa 

14 

15 

16 

17 
to aee him. 

18 

19 ' 
of Clev-eland, 

SAM CRA~~RD: NO', he was managing Detroit. 
20 

21 
He had' man ,~ed. Cleveland and· then be OQtfte to netroi t. 

INrBRVIEWER: (lb , you're talkin.g about 
22 

23 
'Way back. 

24 
SAM ORA''''FCRD: 1~;Q4 01' -05, 1n there. 

~ . . 25 ... ;:::"~~::~;~t':;: .. , .. 
. ' W~SHINGTON .:15, D. C . -, 

INTERVI~: Yah, yah, before Jennings 
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3 SA~~ CRAWFtlRD: Yah. There were a lot 

4 of superstitious ~nys, Jesus. \~le'd laugh you kno'W, "We 

5 got a b1~ k1ck out of that, we'd really try and find 

6 a cross eyed bat boy. We had a lot of fun. 

7 I NTFRVIEi'lftJRR: You had, yah, you had 

8 "Barrel" as a manager too, didn't you? 

9 SAM CR,AwmRD: Yeh, one time 1n Detro! t. 

10 He t S l. n t he Hall 0 f Fame, no'W w by 1s he in t he Hall 0 f 

11 Fame? 

12 
INTERVIEWER: 1 don't know. 

13 
SAM CRAWFV'RD: Beeause he got Babe Ruth 

14 
from Boston, ' that f)uts him ift the Hall of Fame. He 

15 
never lias a ball .player. 

16 
ImERVIF~: No, he 'Was a general manager. 

17 
SAM CRAWFORD: Even before tbat you know, 

18 
when he lfas, ·younget', be ~al\Ul't a ball player. He managed 

19 
Toronto one time, he 'Was a fighter you kno'W, thB.t is 

20 
bull , dozer, he seare~ that Toronto club into winning the 

21 
pennant, they 'Were afraid of bim. You won this game 

22 
or he 'Ws.s going, to Ii ok everybody, and I guess . he did 

23 
11 ek 8. oouple of themo He hta.d them sca.red to deat h, 

24 
they ~on the pennant. 

~ 
He thought he could do the same thing 

" ,25 '---_____ ------1 
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1 

2 'When he came to Det,rait, he 'Was gojng to bull doze 

3 everybodyo He 'Was one of these guys tha.t sat on the 

4 bench and m.ade sareastie remarks 'While the game 'Was 

5 going on, you kno'W, ifyou.'re out on the bases or $ome-

6 t hi!lg, look at the 'bi g lobst er out tbere, you kno'W, 

7 

8 It gets a laugh from the rest ot tbe 

9 ben,en you see, thln!gs like that, bu:t that, didn't set 

10 

11 

12 tor a year? 

13 SAM CRAWiFO'RD: Yah, and t.hat was a year 

14 

15 be. got, to' Cl eveland, :1 f be had kept Dts $.Outh shut th-e1' d 

16 

17 

18 

19 If he had: kept his mouth closed 'We'd have 

20 'Wo~ t-nat ' pennant. You can't do it, you. Ca.,fl't go against, 

21 "f()U kno:,w, th5: rags th~t a.re not right. You oan't <10 those 

22 thin~8 that's all. 

23 INTERVIEWER: What makes 9. ~ood manager 

24 

~' " , > '., , ." 2,5 I-__________ 

S
_
A
_
M
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2 you got to be flexible j you kno~o You can mAkA a lot 

3 of rules, I don't kno~ how it is now, of course, they're 

4 getting big money no'W and they're probably taking care 

5 of themsel ves, but vHf had a hard time 'Wi th managers a.nd 

6 everythtng, because thel'~ 'Were a lot of drunks, you 

7 kno'W, there 'Was a lot of boozing going on. 

IJJ 8 They ~ould have a 'curfew and M- ~ell, 
C) 

~ 
0::: 9 they d:i dn't 
IJJ 

> 
0 10 I NrWRVI1BWlm: You said before that very 
u II. 

II. 
< 

en .... 11 .... 1/1 
C) !!! a 

..I z 
few people drank on youJr club? 

Z:$ < 
-~ffi 12 ... 0.. .... 

1/1 0: 

~AM CHAWWfRD: Well, I mean generally, 
0:::1!l0 Z II.. 

o i! ~ 13 0: 
0. 0 III a. II.. 
IJJ III ~ 

0: 0 
0::: III Z 14 0.. III 

~ In 

some Cli d., some have trouble, \fe dl dn' t have muoh 

tro~ble, althou~b once in a while somebody would come 
o a 

lJJ~!!! 
cti~ 15 1. n after ourfew but . '. 

0: - 1&1 

~ 
u 

I 16 
Z 
0 17 job is mainly strategy or is it morale? 
... 
e:( 

z 18 
SAM ORA~ RtH '\\1:a 11., 1 think the p 11. aye r s 

19 
make the manager, t h,e ma.nger cI'on I t make the player!lo 

2.0 
He cantt make the players., itts the players that make 

21 
the manager. If you've .got $. b\U1;Qh that can t Oink,. 

22 
'Why hell, the old Brooklyn when Robby, no, not Robby, 

23 before Robby -- Hanlin, Ed Hanli-n Brooklym, they 

24 
had that old Baltimore bunch ca,m.e to Brooklyn, you know, 

~, .. ". 25 WASH'NGTON:::'
Y 

left Baltimore, N~nY:RKt<:eOF:~!lt of them. W e ·"" ' .GSTREET.N,W;' 'SONA,-,U,TREE? 
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1 

2 and -- a lot of them came to Brooklyn from Baltimore. 

3 Wellj) any-ws.y, Ed Hanli.n 'Was the manager, he was beneh 

4 manager, he didn't have on a suit, civilian clothes, 

5 B.nd there ¥las Tom Dooley, Jennings, Bill Dar'Win, some 

6 of those old timers, Kid Gleason I guess ~as there, well. 

7 
anyway Hanlin was managin.g, and tbey'd get in Q. tough 

lLI 8 
gam.e and thin~s 'WeJ'·9 getting a little tough and Hanlin 

C> 
ct 
~ 9 . h ·ep.e 1s 1JoJr1ng1n~ htfS hands, yo.u kno\1, on the bench 
lLI 

> 
0 10 

a.nd tQlklng to some of tb-aee old timers. 
u II. 

II. 
Ii( 

til ... 11 ... til 
He'd 'aJ •• serna of t be pla yere 'Were 

C) ~ 0 ... :z: 
Z ~ < 
-~l:i 12 t- IL ... til 0: 

te.lk1!)1 ..... look out there, that's r(')u ,~h, an~' he'd aay 

~ ~ 0 :z: D. 
01= t1 13 0: 
0. 0 III 

II. D. 
lLI"'~ 

II: 0 
0:: "':z: 14 II. '" 

~ Iii 

to them, Hanlin, . D@1d say to them, for Christa sak$ 

keep qui at ,kee, qu,l ·et and we 'til.! 11 'W1 n the ball game, 

o Q 

lLI~!!! 
alii~ 15 

Just keep your mouths ehut. That t 8 wbat he used to tell 
0: - III 

s: u 

I 16 
them. 

z 
0 

17 
l-
e( 

z 18 

19 
to tell them,e'ee, for Cnri.sts sake, keep quiet, ~e'll 

20 
w.tn tbts ball ~Qme. And' thatts the ~ay they w:ere, those 

21 
fellows, they were out t here to 'Win that ball game. 

INTERVI~: Tbat was a tough buncb, that 
22 

23 
ol~ Baltimore buneh. 

SAM CRAWFt\RD:· You bet your 11 fa they ~ere. 
24 

I ~"'.' '. ". ', .... 25 WAS,"NGTON ~F~:ther Keeler and all those fello~s. 
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22 

23 

24 

pJa y? 

him. 

Did you 
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UV ... ,..1 ......... t1 
,1.\.0 t ..L '0.1. ' 

S.A~1 CRAWFlaRD: fJ:h, yeh,r played against 

1 NTERVI EtilrER : Yo u di df 

SAMCRAWRrRD: In the old days, in the 

Baltimore days. I was with Cincinatti. 

I NrERVI~TER: Yah, that's ri ght. 

SAM CRAWFORD: That was my fi rat experience 

you kno'W. 

Keeler! 

SAM CR.A\fF~RD: WI'onderful, wonderful. He 

wore a Ii-ttl" mitt I a left hander he was. Never u8,ed 

much of the bat, he on1y used half of the bat. He 

hit over ~OO . bnee. just hitting them over the infield 

you kno'W, bouncing them down. 

INTEHVIF~rFR: Bounein~ them down, they used 

to do that more than the y do todayo 

SAM CRAWFORD: Of course ,tt IS 9. peculiar 

th:lng aoou.t that, -why they used to do that or not:i if 

you were lucky you might hit down on a ball abd make 

it bounce, but there's a chance that it might not. It 

~
.' . .•. 25 ~ ____ ~_a_s_. _a __ l_o_,_t __ O_f __ l_U_C_k __ Y_O_U __ k_n_O_~_. ___ I_' t __ 'S_' _l_i_' k_e ___ t_h_e __ f_e_l_l_o_~ __ t_r_Y_l_._g_, •• ~. 
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to .. - you kno'W, the pla.ce hitter, you've hea.rd of the 

place hitter. 

INTlmVlEWR: Yah. 

SAM CRA1A1~ORD: Vell, the place hi tt er is 

noth:lng more than, if the ball is right, he can hit 

1 t Fight ~he<re he wants to hit 1 t. Like they say hit 

and' run, they say run an~ h:tt no'W, they don't say hit 

and. run, they say ru.n and h1t. 

Well , any-w.ay, somebody on fi rst I and the 

batter up thera, tbey're ~o1ng to play :run and hit, 

nO\4 .. - ~el1, he t s goiJ5lg to try and hit behind that 

the batta.:r if he can, to l*i~ht f:teld maybe, or may.be 

he mi@fit hit to left field, but the ball is pitched right. 

It the -pa.l1 isn't p1ttlb·ed· :right, the·n wbat. 

You d·on't always gEtt it . ~here you wa.nt 

1 t. 1 f 1 t 's pit ched j~nsid-e maybe you ean pull it to 

rIght fl$ld, hut suppose he wants to hit t :o right f1eld 

and tbe ball is pitehed outside, youseeJ 'What are you 

!oing to do, so that hit and run, or tha,t place hi tting, 

it's a hit and m1sa affair. 

There fa no speoi fic rU.le that you oan go 

by because tbe pitcher, every ball is different. 

~ INTERVIEWER: Bl;lt Keeler could do it. 

~. ::~~-t:-~-~-~-:-E-;-:-:-:~~~~~~~~~ ~-' -~-:-~-:-~-~-~-· s-~-:-:-E-. ~~~~~~~~-~-. ~-:-~-:-r-~ :-:-:-~-:-:~~ ~ 
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1 

2 

3 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, ~ell, he's supposed to 

4 be a place hitter, but he ~as just a little pecking 

5 hitter, you kno~, just a little knicking job, he may 

6 have been pretty good" ~ a.t that, pla.cing. 

7 I NTERVIFWER: You dt dn' t try to pIa ce t Ae 

IJJ 8 ball? 
C) 

« 
0:: 9 5;AH GRAi~~(lRD: Not too much. Now, I know, ""' ..... 
IJJ 

> 
0 10 I ean only re,membel' o,ne time in Chicago .. - Taylor, he 
u \I. 

\I. 
0( 

~ Iii 11 
C) ~ ~ 

used to s~lnB pj~ht, he always used to $~ing around to 

Z!SO( 
-~Cl 12 1-0. ... 

III 0: 

the right. Well -- J(EH~ler jumped from centerfield to 

O::ClO 
Z 0. 

oj::~ 13 D.~III 
0. a. 

IJJ III ~ 
0: 0 

0:: III Z 14 a. III 
)0 ... 
... III 

«{'Snager. A left tu~nded piteher was pitching, and: they 

o Q 
IJJ :z: III III ... 

... \I. 15 CUlJ:; 

left field, an,a thIs ,itobing, well, I don't know what 
0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
happened, but he pitehednutslde to me, and I -- gee .. 

z 
0 

17 
it went in "· '· l~:r.t f'i e1 ct., 

.1-
e:( '!hree time s 1 hit "that ba.ll, three t-wo ')base 
Z' 18 

19 
hits, I could ~alk to second to seoond base, you know, 

20 
there 'Wasn't anybody in left rield-o NOlA, that's one 

21 
of those things. Yo u would tt' t think that -- Hi c k shou.ld 

22 
have knoli4n better than that, to pitch outside when m 

23 
see s all the f:l elders all playlng to the right, so I 

24 
just _~ that's one time that I can say I tried to hit 

~ 
to left and I did hi.t to left, three tlJO base hits!) 

. ... 25'---____ ------
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And all I did ~as ju ~ t trot to second base, the r e wa sn't 

anybody over there. 

So I don't kno'W .. t hj s plaoe hi tti ng , I 

don't kno~. Well, it was a base hit that star ted the 

trouble,. , You see the man on second base, if the,' next 

one hits,he scores, an. Merkel instead of going down 

to second and e at ching seoond, he ran straight to the 

club house, you see,he don't go to second base. 

Well, He ?i scovel'S be don't go tosaQond 

8,0 be gives up anether ball, yOy sea. and then the 

Cubs 'Win, no they tie, they tjed the- ~me, ano then 

!:n the play orf, &hO that,'s the 'Way tha.t was, but Merkel, 

hell, anybody - .. that's just Q lapse, but it's liable 

I Nr ERVIEWlm : I understa.nd they al-wta.ys 

l'a,n for tbe el-.u,bbous8 i.n a situation like that in t DI()se 

days. 

SAM CRAWFO RD: "hey dian't pay any attentio,r, 

to it, it happened to be a very important game, you see. 

Any 11 t t Ie t htng out a1 de of t be routine.t they'd grab 

it,you see. It ~as like this, one of those pitchers 

in there, tIG'llessler" I shou.ld say, Doc Gueesler, he 

~ 
'Was :In Det:rolt for a while as an outfielder, and later 

..•. • .• ~~W-~-H-m-M-O-N-O-"-~-E---------.-' -'.-. -m-W-Y-O-R-K-m-n-o-F-~-~-. ----------_~-N-G-IS-~-N-D-O-"-~-~~ 
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1 90 

2 he ... ent tc the Cubs, and he 't'H1S centerfielder .. 

3 8,mustng thjng, he ~as just an ordinarty ballplayer, 

4 nd too bright, but he ~as playin~ centerfield, I don't 

5 kno'W -'Who they ~ere playing, but Evers and Tinker 'Were 

6 there, and s'omebody, there 'Was a - ... one run, see, they 

7 needed, there 'Was a man on second base and somebody 

1JJ 8 hi t jupt line, ki nd of a line fly baIlout there, you 
C) 

« 
It 9 knew, and -- to G't)essler, and he 'Was klnd of ru.nnlng 
1JJ 

> 
0 10 side'Waye towards tbe club house you. kno'W, and he catches 
u It. 

It. 
< 

en "" 11 "" Ul C) !!! c 
..I Z 

this ball, you know, and keeps right on g,Qing 'With only 

Z:$< 
-~ffi 12 1-11."" en 0: 

one .out. 
ItCl O 

z Q, 

o r:: ~ 13 D.~III 
Q, Q, 

1JJ1II~ 
It! 0 

ItIllZ 14 Q, III 

~ ti 

(Laughter) 

H~r'e was Keeler and Evers ehssing him 

o 0 
lJJ Z

III III _ 

"" It. 15 QUlr:: you see. 
0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
Z 
0 

17 
The. t 'Was a fu nn y t h 1 n g , t bey 'We 1'e 0 ha s 1 :ng 

I-
« 
Z' 18 their headsof'f and hets going to the clubhouse. Is $.11 

19 that going in ther'e? 

20 
INTERVIEWER: No, I '11 just piok and 

21 
choose. 

22 
SAM ;CHAWFURD: But it all ~oes in there' 

23 
E'verythl ng I say --1 t rea 1y goes in there. 

INI'ERVIE'\\TJm: Goes in there, that's right, 
24 

~, 2S WA."'NG'ONi"~,,,c~OefJ in there. 

~ . .. " 's ."RUT. N. W. 
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Just t a lking natural. 

3 I ~JTFRVI EWER : Yup. 

4 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, I'll be darned, tha t's 

5 sensitive isn't itl 

6 

7 S,AM eRA t\TFtJRD: Must be ~ 

8 1 NrFRVIE\TBR : Very' sens1 tive. 

9 SAM CRA'tAJFURD: Better be care.ful. There's 

10 
not an'Ythin~ in there tbat' s too personal, 1 'OU kno,lIf. 

11 
I want _ .. 1f I could see it --

12 
1 flrE 'RVl'. FWE'H : No, t here 'Won I t he. 

13 

14 
becau$e, yot1'<know, th~rets 8: lot "Of ball player$ lett 

15 

16 

INPERVI " ~ : No, DO. 
17 

18 

19 
I 'Want them to :r emetmber me as a pret ty fall" sort Q,f a 

20 
gu.y, you knolll, that's the way I 'Want to be ,0 t hat WfH~D 

yO:U kick off, they'll .ay, well he 'Wasn't ~ueh a bad 
21 

22 
guy after all, yon know, pretty fair and square. 

I very ~u'ldomment ton Oot,b but he never 
23 

had a friend in baseball, but you kno'W that. That's 
24 

~ 
a terrtble thi ng you know, play out there t~enty years 

I 
' 
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2 and never have Ell. fr iend. That is not right. Too big 

3 a star that's all, too big a man, too big a star. His 

4 money, be had too much, he made a lot in Coca Cola 

5 

6 I l\t"TERVlEWR: A t remendou s amount. 

7 SAM CHAWM:lRD: 'He made more l.n Coca Cola. 

w 8 
C) than he dld in baseball, but at any rate that's the IN ay 
<t 
0:: 9 
w it is. He 'Was agreat haJ.l player, but not t he greatest 
> 
0 10 
u I\. 

baIl player in my book. 
I\. 
< 

III ... 11 ... III 

C):l~ I NrFRVIlrklJR J ~1here dio you hat in the 
Z~< 
-~ffi 12 ... 0. ... 

III 0:: 
0:: ~ 0 

:z: 0. 

oj::~ 13 D.~III 
0. 0. 

Wlil~ 
o:::~ 14 0. III 

~ Iii 

SAM CRAWPOR.D: Fourth, g@nerally. 

I NTERVI EWJIR : Wbo, W Q S abo va you? 
o 0 

W ZIII III _ 
... I\. 

QUI.., 15 - 0:: 
III 

3: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

... 17 SAM eRAWFfJRD: Yah. Dony :Birch would 
0:( 

:z 18 lead off generally, and th~n Davey Jones, then Cobb and 

19 

2,0 

21 bat rlght hehj,nd Cobb wi th Cobb on the base pad? 

22 SAM CRAVtf:F{1RD: Didn't bother me. 

23 INl'ERVIEii\rtffl: Didn't d:istract you? 1¥111 

24 a baserunner often -- who is going back and forth --

~, . . , •.•. ,',., . 2, 5~W-M-~-m-~-O-N-O-FF-~-E-----__ S_A_M-l_r_~R_:A_"_:_~_y_~_:_a_:_y_o_:_:_:_~ t_. _d_o_n_~ '_t_' _m_e_a_n_, _a_n_:_:_:_N_:=:_·_:_: __ -, O~F-F_I-~-
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2 to tbe batter - .... 

3 I :NTERVIEWER : It doe an' t. 

4 SAM GRAWFtiRD --- because, unless he gi ves 

5 
him a hi t and run sign or something like that, but even 

6 
then you t re looking out for yourself, you knolol. He " S 

7 taking oare of himself. 

LtJ 8 
1 NFERVIEWIm: You 'Waren t t try1. ng to - .... I 

C) 

<t 
0:: .9 

mean the pitche'Z' l.Qas bein.g distracted by Cobb 'Wasn't 
LtJ 

> 
0 10 

h a, and; "Woule!n' t that d.1.8tract you 'fioo? No, huh. 
u .... .... 

< 
VI "" 11 "" VI C) !!! tJ 
...I :z: 

SAM GRAW'FURD: No, I 'Was t ak1ng care of 

Z ~ < 
-~ffi 12 1-0.."" VI 0: 
D:: CI O :z: 0.. 

Oi=l:l 13 0: 
0.0 111 

0.. 0.. 
LtJIII~ 

II: 0 
D::IIJ:Z: 14 0.. iii 

~ Iii 

° tJ 
LtJ ~ ~ 
clii~ 15 

0:: 
III 

~ 
u f1rst I td sort of h.alf glance at t ,h1.rd; you knQ'W, and 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
ltd see him go, jus:t a little blt. like that, he wante4 

I-
<t 
z 18 

rne to go to second base, you 8 1ee·. 
i . 

Well , I wo~ld trot do'Wn half 'Way, two-
19 

thirds of the 'May to fl rst alu3 e.fter I got tw{)-thirds; 
20 

or the way I'd speed up _Ad go as fast as I could go 
21 

and. I turn fl ret and bead tor second, and he t til on t hi 1'4, 
2.2 

so they 'Were lI1tat ching hi r.n, t ryi.ng to 'W.a.t ch him and I'd 
23 

go on to second bas@Q They didn t t kno'W lin at to do. 
24 

~ 
they 'Were afra1d he vas go1ng to score, if they -went 
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" .... 

3 t he t on the malo ng time. 

4 I NTERVIF\-JER: You mean you 'Went to second 

5 on a base on balls? 

6 8AM CRA1t;TFORD: . Well, yes, I'd go to first, 

7 you ge 't rlr~ft :natura.l1y, and then I w()uldn't stop at 

I.IJ 
t!) 

8 
first, I'd just touch the base and go right on, see. 

e:( 

0:: 9 
I.IJ 

> 
0 10 

SAM CRAW~RD: Yah, yah, that' $ official, 
u IL. 

II. 
0( 

en ... 11 .. en 

t!) ~ ~ 

there's nothing wrong with tt. You know you're allowed 

Z~O( 

-gffi 12 ... 0. ... en 0:: 

first base and. it don 'tmake any difference . -whet you 
0:: I!I 0 :z: II. 
oj:~ 13 0:: 
0. 0 III 

II. 0. 

I.IJ~~ 
ttbl~ 14 0. III 

~ ti 

d,c af''litar 'You ,get to first, so ! 'a just step on the base 

o 0 
I.IJ ffi!!! 

... II. 
QUlf: 15 

0:: - III 

~ 
v 

I 16 
for the ero-wd, tbey'd wonder 'What's golng to h,appen 

z 
0 

17 
no'W. We pul1edtb at all the t:t me. 

l-
e:( 

z 18 
'It was very 5.nt ere at 1ng, somet:i me e they 

19 
'Would eat ch h5.n1 and semet:i me s the y. f d ee,t ch me. Bt>I1:stlme S' 

20 
they~ouldn't get anybofy, you kno~. 

21 
(I~aughter ) 

22 
They di dn' t knolll t.i'Jhat to do, if he got 

23 
orf too far, they t d send that ball to third and I' d ~o 

24 
on to second see, and if they got him t rapped then 

~
.' he's 1.n a p:lckle and no\\! he's going back and forth see, 

' . .. '. 25 wI..; A-S .... HI-N~-T-ON-~-fF-IC-E----------N-EW-YO-R-K-C-ITY-' -OF-,F-�C-E-. ---------L-ON-~-IS-L-AN-D-~-F-FIC-~--I, 
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2 and then I'v,s got to go over to'WarGg third base and in 

3 ca.se they get him I'm go! ng to be on third, you see. 

4 ~o this was the old material, 8. lot of 

5 th1n~s bappene-d, after th.e ~ame started. You know, you 

6 can sit in theelubbotlse, we used to sit around in a 

7 circle, yOiU~ kno~, and W:EJ 1 d talk about t ,tdn~s" 1 f tbe 

8 
B(),ston 01\1b lit,as coming, we 1 d have a m,aeti ng before V;l e' d 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
wat,eh1nrg him too. It's all been vlflry 1nterest:~. 'his 

22 

1 s more than I' va talked in ye tars. and 1 t '8 good, but 
23 

1 don't see anybody end I d·ontt talk too much. 
24 

.~_ " " 2.5 

~ . .... G STREET. ~ •• w. 
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2 

3 was up there for ten years, and they didn't even kno~ 

4 I ~as a ballplayer, I never talked to themo 

5 ~Phen the Hell of Fa,me thing come up, they 

6 said, well Gee, that's Sam, he's up there, we didn't 

7 even kno~ tt, ~ee. Photographers, ne~spaper men, they 

l1J 8 
didn't know -what 'Was happenin,g. 

t!) 

< 
0::: 9 

INTERVIEWER: Tho ae were g rea.t days, when 
l1J 

> 
0 10 they pla,ed, wap@n't theJo 
u "-

"-
0( 

'"' 11 !II 

t!) C 
Z 

SAH CRAltlFORD: We thought so, 'We thour:sht 

Z 0( 

II: 
12 III 

I- '"' 0:: 

0::: 0 
D. 

0 
III 
0:: 13 

Q. III 
D. 

did't.l't have the seat1.n,g oapaeity, but it lias real base-

l1J ~ 
tk! 

0 z 14 III 
J-o 
VI 

0 
l1J \&I 

ii: 15 c ~ 

1 t li&.sn' t ~ut and d'I'ied, you know" it "'9.sn' t over unti 1 
0:: - III 

s: u that last man ~as out. 
I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
<C 
z 18 

many thj ngs could happen. iu:n;t1ng , there 'Was a lot of 

19 
bunting going on, you COUld: bunt that ball you know, 

Ofcou:r se , today_ very few oan bunt, they don't knolt 
2,0 

21 
how , but then that bunt was a pa.rt of the ball game , 

22 
'You'fo<know if you -want that run. 

I ea'W a man get on first and they need 
23 

that one run and 1nsteEad of butttng him down to seoond 
24 

@ 
or if he got on second bunting him to third, they get 
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w 
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8 
<C 
0:: 9 
w 
> 
0 10 
0 \r. 

II. 
0( 

~ t; 11 
C) ~ ~ z ~ 0( 

-~ffi 12 ... 11. ... 
VI II: 

0:: ~ 0 
Z II. 

oj::~ 13 1l.~1II 
II. II. 

W III ~ 
II: 0 

IXIIIZ 14 II. III 
)0 ... 
... VI 
o Q 

wffi!!! 
... \r. 

QVlj:: 15 
II: - III 

3: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
<t 
z ' 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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up there and s'Wi-ng. I oan't see that. They 'Want one 

run, that's all they 'Want. 

INTERVIEWER : Don't understand it. 

SAM CRAWlilJRD: No, and if the 'y do bunt 

they bu.nt it right back to the p1 .. tcher and they oatch 

the 'guy lnbet'Wsetl ,. and then tbey massacre him. They . 

piOk him apart. They're doing the best they ca., you 

INTERVl~: Yo-u said, ~hen you 'Were a 

SAMCRAWPO:RD: ,0h , yes, 10U knolN 'Wi to 

the, , ~et the motbers '0 $e .. th. b 11, tbe str.ing all 

.!'found to aol" it t .ogethe,r. 

tap,e then, because for electrj oity they had tape, but 

I can remember very 'Well the first eleotrio 11 ~ht 8 in 

our to:wn, i ,n lNahoo I on the corner, t he at reet eorner 

they had one, just ore loop of wire. kind of reddish, 

u.s kias used to go down to the corner and'Ws:tch this 
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ofI: 

~ ti 
C)~~ 
Z~ofI: 

-~ffi 
I-~t; 
o:~~ 
o~l:! 
Q.~~ 
LLI ~ ~ 
o::~~ 

~ ti 
o a 

LLI ffi!!! .. ... 
QUlj: 

- ffi 
~ u 

I 
Z 
o 

1 

2 light go en., it 'We.~ ineen.aesoent lighto That 'Was ~ hig 

3 
deal. Then 'We'd go ovel" to the pO'WArhouse, th~ dynamo a 

4 
were there, YOQ kno~, and see where they made the alec-

5 trioity. 

6 · 
Aft e r t ha t t be y carne 'W j t h the arc 1 i gilts. 

7 
the a 1'0 light $, you. kno14" the 't'Wo carb ana oomin.g to~ 

8 
gether, that lUiS the Flext stePt but the really onid 

9 
f1.retone s, t h~y '891'S just 8. reddish, just one loop of 

10 
~lre in the bulb~ 

11 
!NTEHVIEWR: WEi.s baseball a very well 

12 

13 

14 

15 
they've bA~ wbat you eall league ball, fa dollar and 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
· SAI'1 CRAW~RD: Y$h, 'We'd oome do"Wn and get 

21 

22 
a broken bat a.nd nail it up, or put at rjng arc und it, 

but I ean remember 'When the used to catch behind the 
23 

24 
p1ate \iijthout 8. mask or p'roteeter or glove. Yah, I 

~ 
remember, no mask, no protecter, nothing, and they threw 
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. . ;.NEW YORK CITY OFFICE . LONG IS'::A.ND OFFICE 

' . ,' 1.311 G STREET; N'. W. . . HSO NASSAU STREET ' 2350 OCEAN CREST BLVD • 
. ' WASHINGTON ·5; D. ·C. NEW· YORK 38, N. Y : FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I. 

METROPOL,ITAN 8.0889 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1.6~0~ 



1 99 

2 a pretty fast ball, onoe in a ~hile you'd get a foul 

3 tip you kno'W, rj ght In t be face. Terri ble. And they 

4 didn't have any glove for that, a m:i.tt, catcher's mitt, 

5 you kno~, they didn't have tbose. 

6 I NT ER VI ErWI:R: No ~onder it 'Was hard getting 

7 ~ kid to b~ catcher, hub? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SAM CRAWFfYAD:. Well, 1. n those days., of 

C'Ollrse, it didn't makemueh difference then. 

lNi'ERVIEWB.A: Did a ea.aeher oatch the 

ball on the bounce thea? 

SAM GRAWP(J .. : Ye~, they t~ stand. back by 

the . backstop, unt.1J · ~ bhe ·r··'·b"atter had two. str1ke$, they'd 

about \\Ilben Conni e Mack '4&.8 a cat ehe r you kn@lil, and he 

ato0k back like that, and he used to get two strikes 

.on a batter and Held corne up anp be talking to the . 

b .. t t e l' , k1. 4d i rig wi t h the ha t t e r yo u k no'W , and all of 

e. sudden he'd jump beni,nd the plate and the pitoher 

lIas all ready to pitch and they'd put a atrike over on 

INTJfRVIEvlB:R: A qui ck pi teh. 

SAM CRAWF€)RD: Yeh,a quick pitch. You 

knolll, youtd be distractin~ the batter's attention and 

~ 
the pitcher 'Was all set to go. Even in those days, 
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C> ~ ~ z ~ < 
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Oi=~ 13 D.~III 
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llJ~~ 
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CUli= 15 
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~ 
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I 16 
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22 

23 
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y ou knO'-w, t h ey had ~tJ I' iekery • 

I 'NrERVIE"1ER: Pitchers in tHrose days 

were allo'Wed a lot more leeway than they are no'W? 

S·A}1 CRA1:,J~RD: 1:~rellJ even i.n my day too 

with these spitballs and ~ll this. A spitball pitcher 

was plenty tough. Jack Chesbrough, you know, he used 

ito be w1,th the Yankees, he 'Won forty ~ames thereon.e 

INTERVINR: Did Fd; Walsh thro"W a spit-

ball: 

SAM CRAWF&HD: That t B what made him, the 

spitball. He -- they ~ouldn't let him pitch, he sat 

on the beneh tbere one year J all he bad 'Was a fast 

'ball, didn't have 8. curve, and they 'Wouldn't even let 

him pitch until he developed his spithall and they 

of course, hut he 'Wa.s a big maa. big man. 

He eould walk out, well, he won over 

fqrty games of hi $ o'Wn end then finished about t 'Wenty 

fo'r the rest of them so you ltnQ'W he lUiS quite a pitcher. 

Hetd walk out tbere any time, anytime they needed some-

body, as they'd B&Y, to put the fire out. 

l.NrERVIR~lER: I "Wanted to ask you about 

the Cincinatti Reds that you first came up 'Wit h? 
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2 SAM CRA,WFmRD: 18991 

3 I NrFRVIE1AJE'R: Yah? 

4 SAM CRAWFfJRD: September, 1899. 

5 INTERVIEWER: You were with the Reds for 

6 three years, 1'1 ght? 

7 

lJJ 8 
C> 18Q9, 1900, '01 and '02, three and 8. half years. 
< 
0::: 9 
lJJ 

I NTFHVIEWJJR: You had some -- 'W8.sn' t 
> 
0 10 
u II. 

Amos Ruoh1e on that team? 
II. 
< 

III I'- 11 I'- en 

C>j~ 
BAM CRA.VPORD: No, he was. all throusn at 

Z ~ 0( 

-Mffi '12 t- II. I'-
III 0: 

His bi ,g tim:ewas in Nev York,y-ou kno'W. 
0:::,,0 2: II. 

oj:::::l 13 Q.~III 
II. II. 

ILl III ~ I 
It! 0 

0:::1112: 14 II. III 

~ Iii 

I NTERVlEYtJER: Before then? 

SAM CRAWFlJRD: Cnl, yes.. He ~,as. just -. 
o 0 

lJJ ~ !!! 
I'- II. 15 CUlj::: t hey took him on I think for h1s name, he 'Was all 

0: .- III 

:s: u 

I 16 f1n1.be·(f • 
z 
0 

17 INTERVIEWER: Harry S,teinfeld 'Was on that 
l-
e( 

z 18 team, 'WQsn't he, the year 'yOll went to the Cube? 

19 ftAM CRAWFf)'H'D: 'fnat t e right. 

20 I ~1TERVIEWER: An" Deedee McFee ~as on that 

21 

22 SAM CHA11100RD: Ni.l'lsteen years he played 

2.3 second baseman for Clnclnatt1. 

24 INTERVI. E~~R: Oberf1eld was on that team? 

~
.. 25 Sfo.M CRAWF'()RD; Yes, for 8 while, before 
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1 he went to the Yankees, you kno"fr.J. 

2 
I NTFRVIFlI\TIm: Deedee McFee 'Was a good 

3 
hjtter o 

4 
S'Arlf CRA1f;OORD: Not so much, a good fi el der, 

5 great fielder, and ~e had a shortstop name of Corcoran, 

6 Tommy Corcoran, whO 'Was qui tea fi el dar too, but the t 

7 lNtlS my first, in 18991
, I just oame out of t he Western 

8 t~ague, tbat's wbere tbis eontrovery 'Was -- 'With that 

9 

10 I cam'$ up tbere with all these old' fellows 

11 you know, Buok Btt1ng, and .&1 Selback, McBride, all 

12 

13 'Was there t00, and he hated those years when he -was 

14 in St. teuiso Reidensteln, he 't~aB B, left hand pitcher 

15 too. 

16 IITP:~VlN1M£R: Did you break right into 

17 that lineup? 

18 SAf.;1 CRAWFORD: Yeh. 

19 I,NTFtRVl E~t1JR : lAY. ttl anybo oy l'e se nt ful ? 

20 SAM CRAWFORD: They weren't any too friendly 

21 you knot-t, and they didn't ask you for batting pract1ee 

22 or anyth.:i.ng you knoli. The;fe lHU~ a Ii ttle host:t 11 ty there, 

23 I 'Was only nineteen t ben, you know, and com1 ng into a 

24 strange situation there, altogether different, you 

~ 
25 know_ 
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1 10,3 

2 INrERVIB'WER: That -was also your first 

3 yea~ of organized baeeball. 

4 SAM CRAWFfJ"RD: Yah, yah. 

5 INTERVIR1mR: You made the majors the 

6 first year. 

7 eAM CRA~RD: In thre,e leagues, In·ada the 

IJJ 
C) 

8 
e:( 

0:: 9 t .eague, .$.11 1ft o·ne year. 
IJJ 

> 
0 10. 

Ilf{tWFVIBWlm: Wasn't "Dudley Morrie" on 
u 11. 

11. 
0( 

en ... 11 ... III 

C) ~ ~ 
Z~O( 

- g ffi 12 ... 0. ... en 0: 
O::ClO 2: 0. 

oj:~ 13 D.~III 
0. 0. 

W III ~ 
0: 0 

0::1112: 14 0. III 

~ Iii 
o a 

W ffi ~ 
cti~ 15 

0: - III 

3: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 ... 
e:( 

Z' 18 

19 
I 

OV8'l' Tive 'bundre,d base. and be dOB!\tget a tumble tor ~ 
20 

21 

22 
to-a. He wae a right hand' throw$!' 41ld a left hand h;ttter, 

23 

fast. 
24 

~ INTE'ltVlBWERI Good ball player. 

~.,~ -~t:-~-:-:-~-::-~-;~-:-I:-~~~~~~~~-- -.. ~~~-;-~Y-:-:-s:-:-~-~-;-:-~--' -\ -' ~ ' ~~~~~~2-3-~-:-:-:-~-:-:E-~-:-:-~~':~~~~ 
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I
<t 

~ I ~·A~1 CRAWFeJRD: Very good. Great ball 

3 player, great out rial dar. I p18.yed alongside of hi.In 

4 but he was mostly on his 'Way out a.t that t:i.me, he 

5 lUlS aoo ut flni shed. He was gojng oU.t and J ~e. s ju.st 

6 coming in. 

7 INTERVIE'lA1FR: How dld he eommunieate 

8 SAM CRA~1FORD: Well, he oould make a 

9 Itttl. kind of a throaty noise, kind of a squawky little 

10 

11 knQ'f,tl· BOW he did it .. but I could 21 -way s, "When he lUllS 

12 ,olng after a fly ball I could . hear this little noise 

13 all" 1 knew he was go ing to t a.ke 1 t I see, but he never 

14 he.d any troubl e. He 'Was tbe originator, or the insti-

15 ~at'Or of tbe umpir-e givin.g tbat .... yo~ know that? 

16 

17 

z 18 or e strike. You s,ee be '(3 fc:ie up to bet , 11.e can' t hear 

19 and he olan't talk so he ' et be up to bat and he' d look 

2,0 arou.nd t ,o the umpj_ re • 

21 

22 SAM CHAWroRD: Th.at's what started that. 

23 
They d:1dn't used to do thB.t you knolV. He was the one 

24 
tna.t started that, he had to look around and see 'What 

~ .. 2~ :~H:N::::~~~:~U' a ball or a SN~;':::~~:T:T::~E 
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2 

3 SAM GRA~HD: That's the 'Way tha.t started. 

4 ~:r-dj ns_ry baseball ' £l'ans don't k now that, you kno'W, but 

5 that's a faot. There's another peculiar thing, maybe 

6 I to l(} you about him and bis \(I,ife, he ba.d 8. deaf and 

7 dumb wife also,· you kno'W, and they li.ved in Clnelnattl, 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

haa their home tbere, and ·they had a unique doorbell 

SAM CRAW~ RD.: Be he,d' a doorbell, a . knob 

,on t he front dcor s;o-mew.n·era and you pulled t~1 e k ,f}ob 

ana, tbey. h ,ad a. 11 tt.le wooden .but '$Qr s()'metb1n~, there 

\4Qs a lead ball on it, aRc) you pulled this knob ltp\illled, 

tilted th1 s thing up and thi s I ,ead ball wt)'uld 1'011 off 

Wast! I t that an od;,d thing. 

Tnat lea4 ball ;w:ould hit the f1t).():rand 

thoUf!~t tbe.t lutS quite odd and interesting, wasn't It~ 

all did In theBe days, but bis knuckles were pretty 

had a bInge In it. He'd put it on and lock it see, be 

couldn't get 1t over his big knuckles 80 he'd put it on 

• :: NEW . YORK CITY OFFICE 

.' ,-.," '. ' . 1.150 f\lASSAV .·STREET 

NEW' YORK 3S, N. Y • 
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2 and the n lock 

3 I NTERV1E~lE'R: "Dummy" Horr! B pI ayed fo r 

4 fifteen, eighteen years, didn't he? 

5 SAM CRA1AiFORD: I think so, the ' 01 d 

6 Nt:ltlonal, he t s in the encyclopedi a. there. I ~as looking 

7 in there, 1 wa.nted to see if they give the totEil, and 

8 I cQuldn't find the to'talof stolen bases. 'hey don't 

9 bave much on stolen baaes in there. It juat gives the 

10 

11 I NrERVIWWER : You. used to do . a let of base 

12 steal1 n~, you did more than your share of base stea11n~. 

13 SAM CnAV~'RD: Not too much. 

14 

15 

16 

17 t1.me. 

18 
INTERVlEW'ER: Every year, twenty. thirty, ' 

19 forty. 
; 

20 
SAM CRAWN}RD:W'ell, I had ~ ' 8y prett1'good 

21 
pair of legs. Jt$'ver nad m~¢h trouble and that t s a ball 

22 
pl$.yers life, you kno~, those le.gee J've been putting 

23 
thetre d'o'Wn, names of different -- sinQe you were here, 

24 
you see, I I d' thi.nk of somethi .. ng and I'd just put the 

~ 
DS.me down and reoall an incident. 

, 2, ,5 ______ ---------.--l 
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I NTE'RVI EWB'R: Bi 11 SuI ~i van, hmm? 

He had s1.x hundred And f1 VB 

SAM GRI~RD: No'W, think of that, and 

I 
he d-en t even get a t\lmble for the Hall of .Fame, on 

that one thing alone, t bat should put him. in the Hall 

of Fame. 

INTERVJ EWER: That's a lot. 

SAM C RAW-FORD: well, gee, I t n'$·U\·ght, fJ,ome

bod'y told me it was five b'~pdra'ed and' I thought 'bat 

Hall D f FJ ' $. 

L.? 

S'f).me ball players on tbe C1nci.llatti Club, be liked 

a,o'rcoran and- soMe of the fellows, e:nd he ue·ed to oome 

around' to the hotel you, kno'W, and --

~ 
Ir-lTERVl E1ATFR: Wben be ~as still champion? 

, ,,' '.. 25 '"'"------_____ --------I 
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2 SAM CRA'WFf1RfJ: f.}'ih, no, no, that 'Was 'Way 

3 after. 

4 I NTERVIF!~: Corbett had taken over? 

5 SAM CRA~rFt)' RJ): Yah, that 'Was 'Way after, but 

6 he 'Was s,t! 11 around, you know, and he liked to be 

7 around to talk about the old days. He come around 'here 

8 one time, he liked Core'oran, he called him n~,add1e .. " his 

9 name was' Tom, but he called .him "I,adqie", but he caPle 

10 

11 goP ~'ut with him, he u.sed to make all the rounds of the 

12 bars tbezte, and thls night ,this, evening he came around 

13 and everybody 'Was turning him do~n, no John, 1, hll sorry, 

14 

1S So he fi1l<1ally get a hold of 'rom Core}oran 

16 

17 town, a little drintln~ &n<:J 80 forth, they dld more 

18 

19 old song too, he says, ~ell, Itm sorry John, I have 

20 a pre' ~:i otta en,gagement, and John looked at hl.m and $ aid, 

21 
You1re the this 1s just thl vay be said it, can It 

22 
go 10 t be:re? 

23 
INTERVIEiAJRR: Yah, go ahead. 

24 
SAM CRAWFnRD: He sald I ffyou' re the 

"'

.... thirteenth sonofablteh that had a previous engagement.'" 

... . 25 LW-AS-H-IN-GT-O-N -O-FF-IC-E----------N-.E-W,-Y-OR-:K-.,.C-ITY-. 'O-FF-.IC-E----------; L-QN-,G-IS-L.-A-NO-O-F-FI-CE--' 

. .". ", " , ',1'31; ~ STREET, N. W. ' t5Q ' ,NASSA.U STREET ',: 2350 ,oCEAN CREST BL.VD.'. 

" , WASHINGTON 5, D. C. NEW YORK 38, tot; Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, L. I. 

METROPOL.ITAN 8.088~ WORTH 4·7589 GRANITE 1 .620~ 



a4. 
C) 

~ t· 

~ 

LtJ 

> 
0 
u ... ... 

0( 
lSI ... 
... (II 

C)!!!o 
..r Z 

Z~O( 

-~ffi 
... 0. ... VI 0:: 
~CJO Z 0. 
oj:::~ 

0:: 
0..0 111 

0. 0. 
LtJIII~ 

0:: 0 
~IIIZ 

0. III 
~ Iii 
o Q 

LtJZIII III _ 

alii~ 
0:: - III 

s: u 

I 
z 
0 

... 
e:( 

z 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

109 

(ltaughter) 

SAM CRAWFCRD: He didntt want to go out 

by himself. 

I NrERVIEWER: John L. Bull! van. 

SAM. CRA1~RD: That ~88 John ].J. Sullivan, 

yan. He wasn't tall, he ~as stocky, you kno~, etoeky 

bullt. 

1. NT ER VI E11\!ER : Me r ·e 11 ke tl foo t ba,ll p 1 a Je]l • 

SAM CRAwFtrRD: Yah, on that o:ttder. Of 

oourse I Corbe,tt jlilst t1 red him Qat and pusb-ed him over, 

'YOU know" he cou.ldn't· hit him. 

Im.'IfllVIEWER: You &67, s~ome bitter remind·s 

SAM CRAliF(IlRD: w·e 11, He cams fl'o m Ne br·ae'ka 

to·o, you know. 

SAM CRA.'W'FORD: From at. · Paul, Nebraska. 

Alex pi tched hi.s fast ball _hen he was wi.th Philadelphia.

Later he went to the gl1be. We had him after the 'War. 

~
.. They used to tra1:n in Cata.lin.a, over :tn Catalina Island, 

.. •.• ....• ..... ~~w:p:.~:~:~:~=N~O:FF:~=E--------------------___________ J 
. ' 1'3l:t.;:e;;STREET •.. N. w. . ... .. NEW YORK.·C'T.Y .OF.FICE . LONG IS1.AND .OFFICE . 

WAS:HI.~GTON ' 15 • . D. C. 1150' NASSA\Jsi~EE1: ~ ' 2350 OCE~N CRE~T-.BL.VD'~ ··· 
NEW YORK $)8. N. Y . .•. . 'FAR ROCKAWAY~ 1.. I~ ' " 

24 

IIo1ETROPQL.ITAN 8.088~ WQRTH 4.7589 <,i~ANITE 1.6201.' 



110 
1 

2 8!ld
i 

of ~nnl"RA; Alex~ you knOl-), he "Was a vdno too. 

3 You kno'W, you can say theee thin ~s -which are aotual 

4 facts, a.nd they say that he used to have his booze 

5 
right on the bench and take a shot every once in a 

6 ' -while. 

7 
1 NrRRVIEW'ER: He 'Was a good pitcher. 

LLI 8 
C) 

« 
0:: 9 from him, he waS a "'great ~1toher. 
LLI 

> 
0 10 

INfEflVIB'W'BR: How did some of these guys 
u Il. 

Il. 
0( 

til ... 
11 ... (11 

C) !!! Q 
..I Z 

last so lon~? 

Z~< 
-~ffi 12 1-0. ... 

(11 II: 

0::l!l0 
Z II. 

oj:~ 13 II: 
0.0'" 0. II. 

LLI"'~ 
II: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 0. ... 

~ Iii 

took care of himself. He, was really a round-er. They 

o 0 
LLl z ", ... -... Il. 15 QUlj: 

t ,l'stned. as I say, tiu:,. traine, in Catalina you knoil, 
II: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
good s1 zed hills over tbere in Catalie'a and after the 

l-
e:{ 

% 18 
work out they"d have to m~e this trip you know, up 

19 
in the hills'. 8,0 Alex mad'$ 1. t a couple of tim,es, but 

20 
he didn't like to train. 

He ea! d" I eli dn' t come over here to climb 
21 

22 
moulltains', I com.eQver here to- pitch bsaenall, so he 

23 
"Jade. the tr1,p .. couple (1)f tim'em and the road ~as ~inding, 

24 
one of t roe e turni ng things, you knoVJ, and Alex di s-

covered, there's one one point pretty olose to the elub 

~ .. . ~ •. ". 2.5 
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house ~here they ~ere training, or ~here they had their 

sh owers, pretty close, not very t"a1', maybe not more t ban 

a ha.lf a mile, s,omehOlll he diseovered th is road, one 

r ,oad was- down there, right there, and the other was up 

here, you see. 

that bott,C)'m road tbere, 1 C-f)'u:;t.d' ,go dO'Wln t ,here and then 

1. till go tnto the club h-o'us.' ant! these oth-er guys got 

a couple mile s to. go ye" 8,., he got a rope .... th1 s 

story is for true. he ;go>t; 

tbeI'e and "heft M oOlma t>o tbie p()1"~ be drop,ed back 

.. nft then he,t d ,gs't- on this roe., he t d dlllOp d';(')~ll, to the 

INTEFtVIEWBR: , Yet, h@ lssted twenty year$ .. 

control you kno'W. He had control. He, never gave any. 

tb1" lt~ fat' to hi t, alway, off tenter or somethtng. 
i'-'I 

I tlrERVI:nnm 1 He 'Won thirty g i' e s one year. 

~ 
SAM C:RA,WP!JRD~ Yah, that ,"Uts Alex. 
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1 112 

2 I NTERVIE14'ER: Yot! t va got Rill Darw:i n' S name 

3 do". n he re • 

4 SA]'1 CRAWR)RD: Oh, Bill Da.r'Win~ Bad Will 

5 Darw1n, t heyn tlsed to call bim. He 'Was -- itt s noth1.ng, 

6 that just ca.,me to my m.ind. He corne from Baltimore, 

7 you knew, some steyed in Baltimore and half came to 

w 
C) 

8 Brooklyn, Tom Daily., Dal''Win, and I th1nk Fielder and 

« 
It 9 Jones ~'~ra t he,re too at t hat time f but -- Jennings ' and' 
w 
> 
0 10 Ke~ler --
u II. 

II. 
c( 

UI ... 11 ... UI 

C):l~ 
Z~C( 

-hlffi 12 I- Do ... 
UI 0: 

ItClO 
Z D. 

oj:~ 13 o.~1II 
D. D. 

WIII~ 
0: 0 

ItIllZ 14 D. III 

~ Iii 
a little simple thing, he never tOQk fielding pract ice. 

o 0 
wi5~ 

... II. 15 QUlj: 

He t S a s mrt stop and jl1lst before the game 'Would start, 
0: - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
know, 1Jl(')$$'ylng along, and just about the time the game 

I-
« 
z 18 

started. He never took: ,f1elrling praotice. You'd' think 

19 
be 'Would 'Warm up his arm or some thing, lhut be t d just 

20 
at 'a.rt :right In and play. 

INT1f:RVIE'W'B'R: He 'Was a tou~h one wasn't 
21 

22 
he? A tough character. 

SAM CR1WroRD: No. not like some of them, 
23 

no. 
24 

@) .. .. .. ··, ... ,. 25 
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g,AM CRAWFORD: Well, 11 t tIe Kid Emerfeld, 

he ~ as tough, you know. There's no doubt about t hat 

because he used to get hi t. You' :kno'W i . fit was a ri ght 

handel', he'd get· h.it O'n purppse, you kno'W, all the time. 

Then be' cB, tB.ke first base, he'd get hit on purpose. 

I don't kno'W vheth~Jl he could pGssibly have had it 8-0 

fme tbat it T"Iould, just knielt hJm -. he'd get hit. 

He -w.as It ltYank u on tbe hilltop up there, 

Jon kll()~, he at ayed up there', be lU:l$ there six years 

-we .• what y·ou'd oall a blg~llttle man, stookJ you know. 

short and sto ~kJ. Those fe 110~s, they dldJn' t t bim,: 

anlth1n,1 about g'ettj,!l:1 bit with tbe ball. 

1 M EHVIEWIR :YQ1i kne'W Bobby Lowe; c1$,an r t 

19 you' 

20 

21 in Iletrol t when I 'Was tner·e. 

2.2 1 NfJmVI'B"W'ER: Didnt t he manage Detroit , for 

23 Ii 11 ttle 'hi t there? 

24 SA."'T GRAWFCHD: No, no I he use" to be a 

~, " ' , ., 2.5 

tbJrd ba.semall 'When he 'Was wi'lih Boston and fi naIly made 
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2 four home runs. He was the fir~t on~ that mode faur 

3 home runs 1 n a game, you kno'W. 

4 INTERVIElft.1E'R: He 1Nas a little fellow, 

5 wasn't he? 

6 BAM CRA1,~TFOHD: He 'Wasn't a big man, about 

7 a hundred and si,,Xty pounds~ I guess. 

w 8 
I NTF'RVI EWER: The fi r st on e to hi t four 

C) 

e( 

0:: 9 home runs in one game. 
w 
> 
0 10 

SAM CRA,m,RD: That 'Was a small park though, 
u IL 

IL 
c( 

en ... 11 ... III 
C)!!! 0 

..I :z: 

in Boston there, a very small left field. There were 

Z~C( 

-hlffi 12 t-D. ... en Ir 

four hi t s anyway, four home runs. 

O::CJ O 
:z: D. 

O~~ 13 D.~III 
D. Co 

Wlll~ 
Ir 0 

O::III:Z: 14 D. III 
~ ti 

INTERVIEWER: I think Ed Dullahan di d 

that once too 0 

o 0 
wiii!!! 
cti~ 15 

S,MJI CRAwmRD: Yah. 
Ir - III 

~ 
ti 1 NTERVlBWE'R: Did you know Ed Dullahan? 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
SAM CRAWF~lRD: Oh, yes. I kne~ him -when 

t-
e( 

z 18 

, 

he was 'With the Phlllie$, j).e and taz~ary and Elmer 

19 
Fliok and all tho se boys down there i~ith the Phll11es, 

2.0 
and later they went to Cleveland ~ou kno14. 

INTERVIE'WER: VtTha t -was_ Dullahan like? There 
21 

22 
~e!'e several Dull.hans. 

SAM CRA1~lroRD: Oh, he 'Was big, he "Was 
23 

24 
the ki ng :in the famlly he re, there 1N ere fo ur boy s of 

~
. them, all ballplayers. We had one of them, Jim, a 

.. .. . .. .... 25 WASH'NGTON OFF«" . , .. NEW YOOK e,TY OF",e" LONG>SUi.NO OF""'" 

.. 131 '1 G STREET, N. W. • " '," 150 'NASSAU STREET 2350.:t)CEAN ' CREST SLvD . . ' 
WASHINQTON 5, D. C. NEW YORK ,38, N. Y. FAR ROCKAWAY, 'L ', I. 

METROPOI.ITf\N 8.0889 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITE 1.6~0" 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

ILl 8 
C) 

~ 
. 0: 9 
ILl 

> 
0 10 
0 II. 

II. 
0( 

1/1 ... 11 ... 1/1 

C) j ~ 
Z~O( 

- g ffi 
. ... ~t; 12 

a::1!l0 :z Go 

oj:~ 13 D.~III 
Go Go 

ILIIII~ 
0: 0 

a::1II:Z 14 Go III 

~ Iii 
° 0 1IJ :z III III _ 

alii~ 15 
0: - III 

:: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 ... 
« 
z 18 

19 

2.0 

21 

22 

23 

2.4 

115 

second baseman. Ed was an outfielder. Big man, ~hat 

a big man he ~as, over t~o hundred pounds. He always 

led Lazzaray in hitting you kno~. H@ was a ~llter too, 

he'd take a base on balls. He'd ~ait. Lazzaray would 

hit at anything. He 'Was a great hitter, but he al'Ways 

beat t ,azzaray out heca,u$e he 'Was taking those bases 

on balls all the time. 

~e base on balls, up thpee times, two hits, instead of 

fotl:t' t 1me 8 up, t 'Wo, he t (II b, up t hrae t lmes, hit 'twO t aJad 

then he t d t $It e "ne b a EH~ 0 n "ball s • A g r e at eye, I t hi t1k 

he 'Was the be atri ght hand hitter 1 ever sa .... o. 

INTERVIEWER: Good fielder. 

INI'ERVIEWJlR: He d'-ed very young didn't he? 

SAM C:AAWPfriD: Well, not too young, maybe 

1 n hi s t hi rtle a. Betlte·elt t h1rty anc$. foriry. 

IM'r'FHVlFW!1tl SOime't.hin~ ha~ppened about a 

tra in. 

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, 11; 'ttl as - - he had' a 

~raSih:i. n~ton, that I s where he finished up, with 1lash1ngton, 

They were 
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playing. I don' t kno~, S ome 'W h ere in the West out there, 

and they ~ere go 5ng back , a nd they come t o the suspe ns io n 

bridge there in Ni.agara Fall s, and he t d been drl,nking 

and the trai.n stopped there and he got off the train 

and $f):me 'Way he got left on the other side of the bridge. 

So he started to walk across the bridge 

and the ~atchman" the gUcard at the bridge trted to stop 

him, a.nd they had a f1:ght or s:omethtng, nobody kno'Ws 

just loJhat happ'ened, but, a.nyway he fell off the bridge 

and, t t'$t t S abeN e the falls. This man may bave knooked 

him 'Ofr, no one kno'Ws. 

He said that he tri ed to keep hiro from 

walking aero ss the brid@$. iitfell, anyway he fell 1. n 

above the falls, and they found, him a eouple of miles 

below the falls, and all be had on 'Was 8. necktie, just 

a necktie around his neek. That -was his drti.sh. 

-He was 9.. Cle:feland 'boy. I guess some of 

those boys at'e living yet. 

Leach! 

him in a World Series. 190.8, 1 guess, We p18;YAd in 

Pittsburgh, and played against him in the Natjonal 

League to 'When he oS.me olit Army. 
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I NrHRVIEWE'R: In Louisville, too? 

" 

SAM CRAWFlJ RD: We 11, 1 don't know -wh at he r 

he was there or not. • I remember Larry, but I don t 

I remember Honus iiITagner and 

Be9.lJ:mont g and Brandefield I I believe, first baseman.. 

1.'Qwmy .might have be~n playin~ third, pa88 there, then 

that's before they lient to Pittsburgb. 

That' 8' 'When Honus" that waa ~,ben be wa$ 

tn hi B prime, thB t 's when he waa bitt ing. 

those ,ea:rs. 

but I -.llil$;15 a-a." oneot: t ht~ g:re ate fit bill players. ' 

I say:, in mJ b:Oo«, H-onus Waaper "a,s the gr 'eat'e$t ball 

player tbat eV$'l' lived, in my iboo,g. 
, 

I een him i ,il his ~1me and he did- every· 

t:hill,g. 6obb, he could only ,lay the out field:. Honus, 

could run like a eeal'e<t l'ab19it, had a lJilonderful arm" vepy 

~ 
active, you kno'W. You've got to be active to play short. 
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\-lond e rful nrm, he ~ a s 8.11 aro u nd: B.nd he co uld hit all 

around be 'WB.S out sta.ndtngo 

INr FRVI E',,7E.R: He 'Was a right handed hitter 

'Wasn't he? 

SAM CRAifl1FURD: Ya.h. He 'Mas an all around 

man. A good team man too. 

INTRRVI FWER: Nice person too, evidently. 

SAM CRAWroRD: Yah. Is th;i.s thing runnlng? 

SAM CRAWFl'JRD: That makes me nervous. 

1 NTERVI EWER: You 1 ve got Ed Hanl in's name 

down there. 

SAM CHAW'FtJRD: Oh, Ed Hanlin, tha.t 'Was 

the old gang that came, from Bal tlmore to Brooklyn, you. 

know .He ~as a bench ma.nager, he never had a un! form 

on. He vu!$ a bench manager. They didn't pay any more 

attent ion to him than they did the batboy. Tha,t "Was 

'Why I put that do-wn there because all that gang --

I NT 'ERVI EWP:R : 'T he t li4 a s a ro ug her e 'W • 

SAM CRAi.NFtlFID: Rough cre~: -was r1.ght, plenty 

rough. You kno'W if you made atrip around those bases 

you'd baen SCHtl8-Where. They'd trip you and give you. 

the shoulder, you kno'W. <O'ne umpi re, you kno'W, and he 

~
" couldn't see everything, but Hanlin, I don't kno'W that 
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he ever played ball, I don't knol-J. He mlght have been 

a ball player, I don't kno~. 

INTERVI~: There ""as only one umpire 

in a bi g league game in those days? 

SAM CRA'ttfF€)RD:O'ne. umpire, later there "<.JaB 

two, of oourse. 

I wrENVI EWER: \the. t W oul d happen 1 f the 

ball lU1S hi.t out in the out, field and the umpire was 

watching, ho-'W oould he tell wbether a runner started 

about "King Hurst It. He 'W$$ an old u,mpire too. and he 

was a tou.gh charaoter', Tim Hurst. When you speak of 

so-mebody ~et s ,a hi t .. as you s·ay he'd 'W,at oh a~d s.ee 

whet he]l' the ma,n ee,t cbs s the 'ball or 'Whet ber he fi e14 $ 

the ball, and, they'd try ano cut third bas,e by fifteen, 

twenty feet. you know', just cut aero$:s. and the Ul'f1fiire 

41'a f t $es it, what to '0. 
\#e11* Jim Hurst ,be kne\oJ 'Wbat 'Was h , ,ppeninE I 

that is be 'WaS -wise to this deal where they'd cut, lu~ll--

he lUiS ump:1rlngone time B,nd somebody, Dave Beckly, I 

~ 
think it was. Dave Beckly, the old C:tnc1natti first base-
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2 man, he come sliding in one day, Tim was back of the 

3 plate umpiring ,I and Dave eomes :tn there you kno'W, made 

4 a big sllc1e tn and Tim called him out it You're out. 

5 A bi£! argutflent star-ted, l.4ha,t do yon mean I'm. nut, he 

6 said, they d:ldn't even make a play on me. He said 

7 you big SB, he said, you got here too quick. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(taught er) 

He s;atd, you got here too quick.H'e knew 

INTlfRvtEWBR: What about Keeler, did you 

SAM ORA lJlrF0RD: Yah, 'Whe n he l~}ra s in Brookl yta, 

that' $ ' when he eo.e fro m Bal timore you know.. In hi s 

heydey. 

SAM CRAWFll RD: A 11 ttle fellow, he didn't 

INTlJRVIF1A1B'R: llha,t ~as he like, ~as he 

SAM GRAWFtiRDt NO J no, nice Itttle felI0~. 

Very fr1 endly 11 ttle guy, YOll kno'W" alllHlY s laughing and 

kid·ding. He only us'ed aJ:o ut that muoh of his bat. 

He choked way up on the bato Very seldom. he'd hit an 
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INTERVIETttTE'R: Did he hold his hands apart? 

SA.M CRAWRJRD: No, net apart, but he held 

4 it way, almost in the middle. Just a little enap 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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he . ,ad. Oh, he never struck out, Y()'U couldn't strike 

'him 011",. He t d always hit t m ball 8ome~here. 

INTERVIEWER: mt it over the infield.. 

SAM CRA~RD: Yah. Great hitter, and he 

it .,.as a glov:e I it was a 11 ttle round ml tt , it .,tiS 

nQ l>!~ler than a 810V'8" that I s 'What he used in t he out .. 

ImERVI~: Did it have fingers in? 

just like a f1 :ret b$.eman's m1 tt ,ou ,knolt I just all, 

It 'W" 8 littleb1t of a thinl~ 

lNTFRVIftJ~: Did he cut til hole in it? 

SAM CR.AWP"{JRDt On, I don't know tab-out that. 

INTERV1EWRR: Did YOUI" e have a bole 1n itt 

SAM CRAWroRD: .0, o,h, evenltlall y 1 t woul(J 

"Well,X- 11'1 you know. 

SAM ORAWFf)RD: He lj,asn't any taller, bu-t 

~ heavier. Willie lllll.snlt, he WI!lS fast going eoWl that :first 
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2 base line, see, he could fly. 

3 I}'1'TFRVI E~R: Did you ever see ~1oGra:w play? 

4 ~lAM CRA1ti:roRD: Well, he went to St. L,oui s, 

5 tbe Nat 1 onal l.l!eague, I don't remember -wha.t the -- there 

6 was a .iam somewhere, I don't remember .iust wha.t it 'Was 

7 but he and Robinson ~ent tcSt.Louis. 

l.I.I 8 
C) 

<C 
0:: 9 SAM CRAWFORD: Yah, MeGraw 'W8.S a third 
l.I.I 

> 
0 10 baseman, he \4Qsn't much ()f a h1.tter though, he ~as 
u ... ... 

< 
~ Iii 11 

C) !:!l a 
.J Z z::s < 

~gei 12 ... 11. ... 
III It 

lNTERV1:E-WER: Wbat 'Was Jenn1.ngs, an out-

D::ClO Z lL 
OJ:~ 13 It 
0.0 111 

11. 11. 

LlJIII~ 
0:: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 11. III 
~ Iii 

SAM CRAWFEmD: It abortstopo 

0 

l.I.I~~ ... ... 15 CIIlj: 
It - III 

~ 
u 

I 16 
the tTIanags'l' toward the en40t hie career or was Cobb 

z 
0 

17 
rea117 do1n~ tbe IDanag1ng. "b eeause Jennings waS drinkinl 

... 
« 
z 18 so be av! 1ft 

19 
SAM GRA\fF(lH'D: Well, of c our se, Cobb had 

20 
his tfose in there, all the time. He could do anythihg, 

21 
he eould come 1n anytime, after the ,game was started, 

22 
,m.any a time he'd come in after the !Same 'Was started. 

I~1f' P;RV1EWER: Cobb 'Was a drinker at the 
23 

end of bis career? 
24 
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2 during --

3 I FTERVIEWWR: Not while he played, after 

4 he retired though, he was quite a dr:tnker. 

S SAM CRAW'h'H~D: I gue-ss he _1.8, 1 didn't 

6 see (rimueh of him. 

7 I NrERV1E'WJnl: HOJii'd you get along \-41 th 
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Mahlin? 

SAM CRAWFORD: All right, until the ena, 

in De'troi t. H"B dldft' t haYe any fr j,ano $ in Det 1'01 t. H. 

jU .• t got in there, I 'doa l t knolil how he got in, but 

he lias just 8.. gambler around Detroit. An4 this , ;as a 

QO.nap1racy. 1 told you before about the ..... your oasual 

rema.rk as to \lny 1, dl(Jn't s.tay in -Detroit to make three 

'W:hen the ~hole th'.1l@ started, f)!1om the World Saris$, 

~hen we came back from the World Series, all the 
; 

.(') lrtl'le];'l S 
<-

'Were down :I. n Ne'W York, you know, to Ilee,t the boat and 

in Egypt, don't s1.gn till you .get back, see. 

~ 
W'ell, I 'Was loyal to Detroit, I ··;' d1.dn't 

I
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2 belong to the Federal IJeague, and they offered money, 

3 probably t-wo or three times as muoh as I got in 

4 Detroi t, but I 'W8.S goi ng to be loyal to Det roi t. 

5 Well, ins,tead of nutting it in the oontract, I got a 

6 four year contraot, but what I 'Wanted "UlS, the,y should 

7 have had a benefit game at the eno', 'Whieb "Would amount 

8 to you kne "w, if it I s put on rl ght , l!H)uld amount to maybe 

9 t wetlt y thousand do lIars I you. kno'W , a big deal. 

10 Well, 1m the meantime this fellow, I 

11 didn't get along 'Wi th Oobb and Jennings. fJ f cours·E), I 

12 
waen't in my 'Prime, that ~as about the end. I '\4, Ben' t 

13 the ball player I was, I knew that, but I 'W,as playi1l8, 

14 
but they didn't ~ant me to make that three thOll$,'and. 

15 

16 
about the be·n~f1t game, and be a&10 you can pi.6k tbe 

17 

18 
my favor. 1 dldn't' have ii), qO'Wft, 1nsteidof makf.ng him 

19 

20 

21 
so they g·ave me the works. 

22 
They plaked tbe club, be said, ob, I'll 

23 
p:i~ck the club, Mahl1n laid" I'll piok the clu.b and be 

24 
pioked the Atheletics, tail end club, it 'Wasn't even 

~ .
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2 out or it. 1!1aybe twelve, fourteen hundred dollars. 

3 That's all. But it should have been thousands instead 

4 of hundreds. If they had been fair about it, it ~ould 

5 have been like Stan Musial, you kno~, l4hen he nea:red 

6 hi. s three thousand hit s. 

7 Tbey advertised it, you kno~, tbey a'vep-

lIJ 
C) 

8 

oCt 
0:: 9 
lIJ 

> 
0 10 with th~' Det~Qlt sp~r1is writers, that's enotber angle, 
u I.L. 

I.L. 
0( 

III ... 11 ... III 

C) ~ ~ 
Z ~ 0( 

-gl5 12 I- II. ... 
III II: 

o::~~ 
o ~ ~ 13 n: 
0.011/ 

II. II. 
lIJ 11/ ~ 
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0::111% 14 II. 11/ 

~ Iii 
o 0 

W ~!!! 
... I.L. 15 c en j:; 

II: - 11/ 

3: u 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
I-
<t 
z 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 qui te a deal ,out of that you knol4, if they want ad to, 

23 but tbey -- Cobb 'Woul dn't st.nd f'or it. 

24 

@> ,,:.·.: . ... ,2. ,5 

here that reminds me of something I 'Wanted to ask you 
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1 

2 too. You got somethjng about the fi.rst base'ball trip 
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24 

:i.n a ~agon, what I want ad to s.ak you so similar to that .. 

about -what the travel conditions liere like in the old 

days? 

SAM CRAl~RD: Of cour sa, 'We had sleepers, 

in the big leagues, 1899, 1900, sleepers, 11e had 

sleepers, but the sleepers had gaslights in them, not 

electric ligbt, they bad gaslight. They used to go around 

and light them at night. 

Upp e r s ,of 00 U~ $ e, some bo d y ha d to get an 

upper. We used to dra.:w lots, certain numbers, to see 

~ho was going to take the r·llpper. I never oared about 

the upper business. because I always felt you got better 

air than down below. 

t .N!'ERVIEWER: You like·a: an upper better 

-SAM CRAWR'J~ RD: Yah, ! always did, I never 

squawked about an upper. 

INTERVIEWER: You spent a lot of time on · 

tra.ins. 

SAM CRAWFURD: (}h, yaho Itong, you kno'W, 

,t:be y had coal running engines, you know, tbis "Was before 

the oil burnersp the dleselg before then. They had 

firemen shoveling ooal, cinders, you'd 'Wake up in the 
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2 morro ng covered T,Ji th oinders. 

3 
I NTFRV1F\~: Really? 

4 
SAM CRAw~Rn:-Yah; even through that screen 

5 
in the ~indow, they had a little fine screen in the 

6 
w1.ndo'W and stlll youtd .get · cinders. 

7 
INTF.HVIEllfl~: Could you sleep on a trai.? 

I.LJ 
C) 

8 

« 
0:: 9 
1lJ after a ~hile. 
> 
0 10 
u II. 

'" 0( 
VI ... 11 ... til 

C) ~ ~ a 'Wa.gon. 
z ~ 0( 

-~ffi 12 I- Q, ... 
til 0: 

0:: I!l 0 :z: Q, 

OJ: l:l 13 0. ~ 11/ 
Q, Q, 

I.LJ iii ~ 
0: 0 

0:: 11/ :z: 14 Q, 11/ 

~ ti 
o 0 

I.LJ:Z: 11/ 11/ _ 

cti~ 15 
0: - 11/ 

s: u 

I 16 
z a, that 'Was· in 'Wahoo, 'We made a tri-p overland in the 
0 

17 
I- 'Wagon, 'WJ th a team of borse . . ella of the ' boys, he 
« 
z 18 lUlsn tt 9. playe r but he lived out on a rarm (irld he got 

19 hts ·~ · f.ather to let US take the horses, the team and the 

20 

21 Diet you ever see a lumber 'Wagon? 

22 I Nr ERVl EWER :No 0 

23 SA.M C RAWFl:> RD: I t 'Was a wagon 'Wi tb four 

24 wheels and they had seatS g kind of a spring seat llke, 

~ 
25 1 t 'Would hold t'Wo or three I guess, sitti ng on top of 

I 
.. . . .. • . ·WASHONGTON OFF... '" .,', NEW YORK C,TY OFF'C' , ' c, ~LAND OFF'C' 
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2 ~hat they call the lumber ~agon_ It ~as about tbis 

3 deep_ 'Ilhey used to haul ~rain in them youknow, in 

4 thAS~ lumbAr ~Agona, to go to the elevator and dump 

5 these ~agons in the elevator, you know ,the grain, 

6 or shell corn, but they had four or five seats and they 

7 "Were about, oh, maybe fifteen feet long, twelve, fif-

8 teen feet. 

9 You had three or four sea.t s on t here and 

10 there ~as only about, maybe elaven of us, t~elve ot 

11 u a, and 'We ha.d thLs lUlgon, and 'We had a st ove, a. eook-

12 s:tove, and a tent and we just staftt ed out .. in and 

13 around Nebraska ther'e, 'We made all these to'WflS any 

14 place, it didn't make any dlffer~nee. 

15 INT}f:HVI EW'ER: And you ha-d a game o 

16 S,AM .cRAWP€lRD: We had a @ame, you know. 

17 fIne of the oOy$ l!4B.~ a oornet player, be had his cornet 

18 'With him and .. hen we'd come into a to'Wn he'd get out 

19 that cornet you knol'l, B.nd he'd sound off, people 'Would 

20 oome around and look to see what was going on. 

21 A ball games going to be going on. We 

22 he,d a lot of fun you kno'W. 

23 INTFRVI m,,1ER: Did you take up a collection 

24 at the game to pay expenses? 

25 
8AM CRAWroBD : \Alel1 9 they charge'd, I think 
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2 they charged. or th.ey took up a collection you might 

3 say. They just had a ball diamond out on the prai ree 

4 somewhere, but 'We'd drive a.long the cou.ntry roads, 

s you kno'W and if "We come to a et re 8IJl, 'We t d go swl mming, 

6 and if ~e come to an apple archard, ~e'd get apples, 

7 you ktlcnoJ, things like that, and ~e' d sleep anywhere. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2.2 

23 

24 

We iJidn't sle~:p i:n 8. tent .half the time, 

well ..... 

1 JrtmVIEWBR : An~1 . you \tent around fl"€)m 

i ,own. t () town in Nebraska challenel P.8' .... 

to a ball garnet 

SAM CRAWF6RD: Yah, anybody.g but w~ ' had ' 

a cook a,nd' this stove, SflG we, 11 ved on rQund st.eak, 

:t NTERV1lfWJ1R: lIee! atea·k. 

SAM CRAWroRD: Cost about a buck a pO'1lmd 

~
. no'W don't 1 t. Used to get thl'ee pounds for a Q.uarter. 
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2 And all he couJd cook 'Was this round stead and gravy 

3 a.,nd bl'eak, that I s all 'We haa. Bread and gravy and 

4 round steak. 

5 I11TERVIEVlfER: Ho'W long 'Would you st~y 

6 . Et'Way from home at one time? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

SA~l CRAWFURD: Oh, several weeks. We had 

a f'flanBiger. 

I NTERVlEWR: What 'Was the name of this -

team? 

SAM CRAWF~HfD: It was Wahoo. 

INrERVINWE'R: Just Wahoo, or ·Wa.hoo \lQhat? 

SAM CRAWFORD: Ju.st Wahoo o No name, jast 

the nt;,tne of your tcwn. Like 'We, pl~Y~H~ Freemont, just 

Ft"eemont. 1 f we pla.yed itl We at; ' Point I It.e playe d wfe s't 

Point •. 

I NrERVIFWER: How d1d you ~et a ball 

field to plal on? 

SAM CRAWFORD: Oh, all tbE;J to'Wns had 

sround $, t hey had grounds 0 

INTERVlEWER: 1. '11 be darned. 

S.AN CRAWFflRD: Y$.h, tbat lias our first 

tour. 

INTE'RVIEW'ER: In a wagon 'With four horses? 
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2 any fifty-sixty miles pernollr .. Course, the to'Wns 

3 'Weren't too far apart. You remember a 'Wl'estl er by the 

4 name of Steckeler, Joe Steckeler1 

5 1 NTFRVIEWER: Yah. 

6 SAM CRAWFt)'liD: He carJ'},·e from Nebraska. 

7 From tlpl~' oe oalled Dodge, Nebraska ... ~ we h1.t his to"W,n, 

8 but that -w .. (jlS befo-I'e, Joe lmS' a 11 ttle boy then an:) 

9 

10 INTlmVl:E*WRR: Did you llsed to win most 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 That 'Was tou, ' • 

18 

19 SAM CRA~R1J' : I would pitch and play ou.t ... 

20 f1 e14 too. 

21 

22 
SA,l( CRAWmRD: tlb, yeh, 1 :was a very fine 

23 pitcher. 

1 NTFRVlEWER: Then somebody sall' you all:O 

I ~ 24 you. loIound up in the major leagues. 
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Well, 1 played, after we had 

3 this 'haul', 'we pl~yad in W'efrt Point, ' Nebl"aska, and the 

4 mana.gel' there, they had some hired players, a pretty 

5 good team they had and VIle beat them, t hey had some 

6 hired players that they paid. 

7 I NrERVIEttl;1EH: That's ~bat you e8.l1 a 

8 

9 SAM C~AWFt);RD: 1.lIfe11, no, they 'Were hired 

10 and t be)J s t aye d 1"1 g ht 1. n t ha t t o'W n, but the y 'Were () 1 de r 

11 than lfa ~ereJ they were men. After the tour l!IElS over 

12 'W~ll 1 had a letter . fro m th-e m:~na~er there at Wast 

13 Point and he wante4 me to come up and play l4ith west 

14 

15 
'VH;\8 an,otber tello'W' in tlmahEl , a pitehel' ~ho had been, 

16 

17 

18 

19 
gotng to be manager of the elub in €)ntario and he said 

2.0 
he \Ui.Qt ad to br1ng me along 'Wi th hi tn , so tk'u~y sent 

21 
tranaportatjon and we ~ent up there. We didn't have 

2.2 

23 
dollars. I kno~ I had about ten dollars. 

24 
I ,NTERVIEWFR: Whe.t salary did you get 

~ 
"When you signed Wli th Chatham? 

: " . . , ~~~~~ 
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S~1 CRAW~RD: Sixty-five dollars a month. 

, . i 
And I think 'We got our blDerd, I d on t remember, but 'We 

might have got our board out of that 0 

1 NrERVIl}'1t-,TER: Di d you 1'1 ay eve ry day? 

SA~ CRABRlRD: O:b, no, loJe didn't pla.y 

every day.. 1 ttl! ntr 'We pI ayed a ser1 es., maybe four 

lWfWRVIBWffR: Then how did' you wind 

SAM CRAWF'(}RD: Well, tben that -was another 

We star'n Lfu,~ue ,Celuml),tls, aad 1 ter they \tere t ran$ferreCt 

to G:ran~ Ftaplde, that's ij,here 1. really ~$.S, 1 never 

f!ot to ,Columbus at all, beeQuse that olub 'Was transferred 

~h1.1e the" w;eJ'e Oil the I'oe.~ and I joined them on tbe 

Well, anJ_ay, the Golumbus Club had a 

pit oher, name of joe C!'oes. He oame to Chat bam, tbe 

Oollambus Cl\tb loaaed bim to Cb$tham, I ~n It kno\il wha.t 

the deal 'Was at that tImeS! anywe:y he came to Chatham 

and he ".as· to "itoh for Chaths."n for a certain length 

~ 
of time and he was to have thepiek of t he club for his, 
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servioes, see. The Columbus Club d:l d that. He came 

over there and he took me back to Grand Rapids, that's 

how I got to Grand Rapids. 

Then from Grand Rapids, when that season 

0108 ad :in Sept ember, earl y September, 1t~ thi nk it 'Was 

the first, then I was sold to Cineinatti. 

INTERVlEWER: All in one year. 

SA~1 CRAW PO RD: I t hi Ilk in Gr and Rap ids, 

I think I got about a hllndrea and a quarte;r a month 

and about t~o hundred -w hen I got to OloQinat ti. That 

'Was big ' money in those' day.s. I had never been awa.y from 

home ha~dly befope. 

That 'Was a lot of money and I e ame baok 

lUtS se·t 0 

INTERVIE1NER: Were you barbaringall tbis 

time or had you et.opped hetn~ a barber? 

SAM CllAlNroRD: W'e,ll t no, well I stopped 

then 'W,hen I 'Rent tbe 1'e I but up to that time I ~as $t ill 

SA~1 GRAw:F(JRD: No, I lear,n.&d the trade 

there in Wahoo o 
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2 lCElsh:lng 'Wi.ndo'Ws and mopping the floor, things like that, 

3 and then once in a l4hile they'd let you. lather somebody 

4 and you kno~, get them ready for there ~ork by the 

5 real barbers, and then sometimes maybe there'd be a 

6 tramp co.me through and· they ~anted a haircut and you 

7 could ~et pract1c~ on tbeMo 

8 That's tbe ~:ay 'We 1 earned in thos e days. 

9 

10 

11 gAMCRA~RD: (J·b, well -- I got some 

12 to.ole yet .-

13 CE;aughter) 

14 1 got ao eleotric e11ppet's·, but I can 

15 

16 

17 
SAM Cf.lAlfIF0::RD: 1 eut 1 t for the past tlt:O, 

18 tb:re.$ yea.ra. 1 Q·antt eeetwo dollars f~r a hai rcu.t, 

19 it'., $1;,111 the same old fifty oent haircut. 'rhey got 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

fartOJ- 'With electric ol i ppe·re· and all, we didn't have 

that. And l'a~ 'Wo rked' all day Saturday and up to twelve 

o'e'lo.ck Saturday night, standing on your feet around 

t :hat ehat r, 1 t was Ii long day. 
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2 SAM CRAWFtJRD: Yah, all the farm ers used 

3 to dome in the~~ on Saturday night, you know~ ~ith their 

4 hair ~round their shoulders, manure in their hair, 

5 and hayseed, and 'When I think of thi 8 two dollar hair-

6 cut and a dollar and a half for a shave and things like 

7 that, 'We used to give -- I haven't told you't:bis before? 

8 I NTPmVI E1~nrR : No. 

9 SAM CRAW'FtlRD: "'fa used to gi va a haircut 

10 and&. shave, and a stlampoo f ,or thlrty-five cents. 

11 
ImERVlE\,~: Wow. 

12 
SAM CllAWftlRl): Thi rtf-f! va cents, ten 

13 
cents for 8: shave, t~$nty-five cents for a haircut and 

14 
they'd tbroll 1.n the ehamp6o, you knol\l. Thirty.five 

15 
cents. That 'W'8S real la:bor .. but, of oourse, a dolla.r 

16 
waS a do 11·aro 

I NTE1{VIEWER: stand- on Jour feet from ten 
17 

18 
in t 'he morning or nine in the morning -~ 

SR4 CRA1iffi'0R:D: From seven 0' clock in the 
19 

20 
morn~~gJ.they opened about seven. 

21 

22 
that~ 

SAM CRAW'FUHD: Yah, he -was a good ball 
23 

24 
player too, he shouM be in the Hall of Fame, he hit 

~
. ' pre,tty near four hundred there once • 
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2 I NTERVIE'lNFR: Did you ever see Maya play? 

3 SAM CRAWF'{'lRD: Ya.h, I sa:w him. 

4 INTERVIEWER: Ho~ 'Would you eO 'Tlpare him 

5 to the old ballplayers! 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1'8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SAM C'RAWFCBD: Oh, he' d be all right 'With 

any of the ' old timers. Al t b()ugb. he might have 

p:ratty good, he's one of the few that really takes a 

eU.t at the 'he.J.land metana it. 

you:r might tho"gh, did you? 

SAM {'rR.AW~FID: I ~leve!' thoug}ij about home 

t h1.nking abo ut home r\llls., Look $ to m,e 11 ke the $@ guys 

are swln.@1n,1 you kno'W and 1.1 j they \!1s,.nt i 8 t 0 hit it 

out of tbe park. ~:f eout's·e, it's a lively ball and 

t ba t ehang'EuiJ t 'he whol e 81 t::na t lon·. 

b-een _.& ~reat out fielder no m.atter 'W.hen? 

abo uti that. 

h1,s re·eorde from, he didn't make them u", so the \\uestlon 

1@2'S 1s where did he get them from? 

I 
. 
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2 SAM CRAWFORD: Wel l , he must have got it 

3 the same as been :in my mind all the time, 'Way back there, 

4 maybe Q littl e a:rticle in the paper or something about 

5 it and that 'Was the end of it see, and then it just 

6 di ad. It had to be my "Word, ana of ootl.!'se, Keener, he 

7 lH1S tho Seorotary at thetimo" even he, lNhen I protest ed .. 

8 "Wben I was nominated, first thi.ng I started in on that 

9 you know, and Mr. KEH3ner, beltJas Secretary, and I 'Wrote 

10 letters baek and forth to fiim aho .. t that deal about the 

11 nwnber of hit s and he ~as prJ$tty Vi.ctolls about it and 

12 be lUtS very p~osi t1 ve that the Hall of Fam,e, the record 

13 'Woul~ not d'c anything abou.t it even then and that 'Was 

14 in ~- Fe'b:fuary 'We 119're no·minated, and of course, tbe 

15 inatall ~at1.on lriasn't t il l ,July, but 1 spoke about it 

16 

17 
1 d1cl n't Dave Qt'ryth1.ng, 'Ola know, only 

18 my: w0t~, I diQ,n't have any proof, Sf) I finally let 1t 

19 ~o. 1 bad the 'Wife on my n~eck too, she, 'Well, it 'Was 

20 
e. 'Wo:-nderful thing JOu know and all that, so I j-ust 1 at 

21 
it go, but \f~n I got Salf;singer's piece, I thought tbat 

22 was it you k:n(5~~ so that's the way it stands. 

But I told her I 'Was goi,ng to have my say. 

24 You kna~ he says there in one of these letters he's 

tl•··•·· ··25 
sorry I'm going to take it to the press and all that bat 
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1111 take it to the pres,-s, it doesnft make any differenoe 

to me, a.nd no'W I'm thi nktng seriously of seeing if I 

can get my plaque out of t hts too, I 'm thinking about 

it. 

1 ~as put in there, they didn't ask me. 

I ,U.d·n't solicit to get inthat Mall of F,ame, because. 

I had forgotten all about. t~ Hall of Fame, it " s been 

so long, forty years yO\l kno-w, and I had t .elegrams 

at that time from,. on fl'om the Presl-dent of the League, 

now tbey all said in the telegram, thi e should have 

They all said, the same th1 ng. Tho se thi;ng,s 

the,y're in the back, we're not living back there. Those 

, 
people, I don t kno'W $1-11 of those people baok there 

tnt he futu.re 12 where you W 1'e 

goin.g to spend the rest of your life, not back. That's 

leJhy 1 all<uaye adDt1re Robert lnge:rsoll, filLet the d,e-ad 

past bury it's dead." T~c thousand years a~o. 

heard that in Jears. 

smar'b mano He 'Was suppa sed to be an athei at bu.t he 

"W9.sntt. 
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2 he 'Was an athe:i. at. 

3 SAM CRAWf~HD : He -- no, he never claimed 

4 that~ All h~ said in all his lectures, I read all his 

5 lect.ure 8, I got the book, if you "Want tot ake it I '11 

6 give it to you. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

· 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 NTERVIElArFR: Fa.mou 8 athei at of the 

18008. 

SAM C:RAWF0RD: That' B l1hat the claim but 

he sa:rs no, and: he navel' claimed to be an atheist. He 

said, if the~e 1s a Goa, he always bad that in there, 

if there is & G,od', 'Why does tn.:!.s happen? He was 

skeptical Jeu see. If there 1s -- be's also got a 

lectu.re 1.n tbe~e c&..11ed G<5ds, thtlt's the heading of :it, 

Gods, and i.n tht.HHi~ dSJs · they h~d a God for everythlng 

Jeu know, Q God of Rain, when the Gods were mad they'd 

. . 
sen4 a st orm" a God of th'e ty ea, dozens of God s, and he 

says', they finally ~ot it ~'o\Wn to one, see, dOt1n to 

one. 

So he never --

1 NTRRVl EW1JR : He was a skeptic? 

SAM CRAWFORD: Well, he \18S skeptical, he 

~anted proof, you know, that's all he wanted. 

INTBRVlEmrER: He never found it. 

~
. '" SAM CRAWFtYRD: No, he never 'WQS able, but 

, .. ..• • 25W~-~-H-m-~-o-~-o-n-~-E~~~~~~~~~~-N-~~~-~-~-a-~~. o-~-.~-. ~-. ~~~~~~~~~-~-~-~-'S-~-~-D-O-~-~-~~ • . 
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2 he 'Would always have that in there, I noticed that in 

3 his lectures, if there is A God, see. 

4 When I broke in in '99,1899 and 1900, 

5 they ~ere big then, they ~ere do~n in Pbiladelphia, 

6 Delahanty, Marty Cross, oh there y:as a bunch of them 

7 there, and those fello'Ws they lNere all 306 hitters, 

8 I guess everybody on the elub hit three hundred. You 

9 knolti ~hy they hit .three hundred,did I ever tell yout 

10 

11 SAM CRA~RD: They .had the signa.ls, they 

12 'We:re giving the signalS all tbe time. And they 'Were 

13 all three hundred hitters anyway, they didn't need 

14 them, and yet t be y had a sy stem, nO\il this is qui te a 

15 
I 

stoPy, I don t kn0'W it ' I to la' you thts 0 r not 0 

16 

17 SAM GRAw:FtJ'RD: There used to be a man, 

18 there used to be a 'catcher name of W'alter Murphy, 

19 eatchel' for Ph:ll1y and he t d always be out in the batting 

practJ"oe, he t d be around there and then 'When the game 

21 
was started he'd d1.sapP@B.r, s'ee, and you'd say where 

22 :t s Murphy, -well .. - he's. not around anywhere. 

23 
That lAent on for s·ome time and then 'When 

24 
the C1ncinatti Club, 'We 'Were playing there, and Tommy 

~" ' . " "., .. " .' . 2,5 '-___ c_o_r_C_o_r_8._. n_' '_' _I_t_o_1_d_' _y_.,. _o_U_' _8._b_o_u_t_' _C_. _o_r_o_o_r_Q_n_Q __ S_h_o_r_t_s_t_o_p_. _' _8._n_d __ ---l 
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John O'Sullivan, you know, vJell, any-ws.y, this Murphy, 

the clubhouse ~as right straight in center field and 

it wasn't too big a park, brick 'Wall, later on, here's 

}1urphy down j n centerfield In the clubhouse wi th 

binoculars reading the signs. 

I NTFliV1EI,~1lrn : In the Phill! e 8 Clubhouse. 

SAM CRJ\\.4RlRD: Yeh, he'd d1 sa.ppear, 

you knell.! and youf~ d -,wonder, where'd he go, h@ 'WillS ou.t 

there ~ n the field taking battl ng p:flllet! ce, then he'd 

be ~ne. 

Well, 1 t goes on, so one day ..... 

IlfrI:RVlB'1!1lm: He ~ent out there with bino-

eulars and - .. 

the, t' s s11 he d'ld. just s:et there and take the signs, 

see. Well, it we.s a vet'y elaborate system that they 

h,ad fat t hat t i m:e , t be., haQi l t ~ ire d, e Ie c t ri 0 \oJ ire d 

19 rl ght to thl rd base. Now get thl $, to third base it 

2,0 wa, -wired and do'Wn In the coaches boX, undergroun,d, 

21 ms.,ybe a, li.ttle bi t underground, t hey had a. box under 

22 there 'WIth s buzzer. Well, the coa~hEJs for the Phi,,11ies 

23 'Would stand in the cOQche s box and dig now in there 

24 'With his spikes onth:i. s board, a,nd he'd get this tap, see. 

~ 25~:~:H~N:::::~~~ taps for a eurve'.N;~~~Ks:~~~~;~at ball. 

., WASHINGTON 5," 0 : C . NEW YORK 38, N. 'Y. 

The y knew 

FAR ROCKAWAY, I.. I. 

METROPOLITAN' 8.01:189 WORTH 4.7589 GRANITIt t.620~ 



1 143 

2 every ball that wes pitched, the batter up there, he'd 

3 holler see, eome on for a curve, if he didn't say any-

4 t hl ng the y k ne v-J 1 twa s a fa s t ball, and tho. s e hi t t e r s 

5 like Dullahan and those fe11o~s, ~ell this went 'an 

6 and Corcoran got on to it somehow or bther, he dis~ 

7 cove~ed it, he lVent over there and "' p.ulled that thing 

ILl 8 
C) 

1'i got out of the groUlllG, pu.1led t he 'Whole t hlng ri ght 

c( 

a: 9 out. 
ILl 

> 
0 10 Bey did they get that out Qf there in 
u II. 

II. 
0( 

III .. 11 "" III 
C) ~ ~ 

a harry_ Tbet-e waan.' t any scandal or anythi ng. but 

Z:$ 0( 

-~ffi 12 f-D. .. 
III 0:: 

they had a very elaborate , syst~m you know., All Murphy 

0::1!l0 
Z D. o j::: ~ 13 D.~III 
D. D. 

W III ~ 
0:: 0 

O::IIIZ 14 D. III 

~ Iii 

WAS doing there, h~td sit there And press a button. 

o 0 
ILl ii ~ 

.. II. 15 Qlllj: 
I N'PERVI E~1ER : My Go d 0 

0:: - III 

:s: u 

I 16 
SAM CRAwroRD: That's true, that's a true 

Z 
0 

17 
story, I 'Was tn0re. There was no scandel about it, 

l-
e( 

Z' 18 
nobody said anyth1.ng, but :w:e kidded MUt'f,)hy about it, 

19 
you know, loJ·hat af1ne ball player you are, ,ou're the 

20 
detective, youtre not a ball player. 

21 
The Yankees used to "0 that i.n Ne'W York, 

22 
1 

you don t remember that do you? Up in Centerfield, 

23 
do you remember Young's Hats, that's a big sign right 

24 
in ce nt e r fi e 1d, rig ht 0 ve r the p 1 t 0 her's sh 0 U 1 d e r s • 

~ .••. ", 25 ; ~::.;r;:;::::g I s 

_ ' W:AS~INGTON ·15, D. C • • 

r,.'IE;TROPOLI,TAN 8.<?~\J9 

Rats and the ;'H, the oross piece in the li, that 
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~as a piece of iron, painted black, and you ' looked down 

there, and 'Whoever 'Was running the thing, binoculars 

8,008.11, they'd turn that see, they'd look down. B,nd 

see that H and see it ~asntt connected, up and do'Wn 

tn:stead of be1 ng eross, they got the s:1.gns that 'Way. 

The Detroit Club discovered that. They 

had, Oberfield down in th ere, 'You know, \oI1hen he was out 

of the game. 

! NTERVIE'ltf.8R: I gus 8 B they're ati 11 trying 

to steal signs. 

SAM CRA~B:D: I 40n t t kno", how the y do 

1 t nOTA. Samet i me s they eat ch $. pit cher' s weakne as 

or a. certBjn little mannerism that a pitcher has, they 

can be taken into consideration • 

! NrERVIF1~1'B:R: You 'Pi t oheda ;~ai nat 1M'a.da 11 

that day? 

SAM CRAWFORD~: Ya.h, I gue ~ B Frank 'Was in 

the re and Narlell, I know. 

INTRRVI~: You kne'W Wadel1 before he 

came to ... 

SAM CRAWFtlRD: Ya, he was in Grand Rapid s' 

when 1 w,as there. 

WASHINC:;TON OFFICE 

. t311 :G STREET, N. W; 
WASHINGTON 15, D. 'C • . ' 

METROPOLITAN e·Oe89 

\ 

I NTFRVIE'WBR: Was he just a big kid then? 

SAMCRAW'FORD: Just 8. boy, yep. 

NEW YORK qll.Y OFFI.CE ' 

. 150 N}l.SSAU ·'STREET 
NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

. WQRTH 4.7589 

They say 

~_O~_G ISL.AND OFFICE ' 

2350 OCEAN CREST BL'VO • 
FAR ROCKAWAY, L _ I. 

~RANIT" 1.~~oe 

-., '..:. .', 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 ' 

7 

LLJ 8 
C) 
~ 
0:: 9 
LLJ 

> 
0 10 
u II. 

II. 
< 

~ Iii 11 
C)~~ 
Z~< 
-lilffi 12 1-1\.", 

CII II: 
o::~o Z I\. 

Oi=~ 13 D.~II/ 
I\. I\. 

LLJIiI~ 
II: 0 

O::I1/Z 14 I\. 11/ 

~ Iii 
o c 

LLJZII/ 11/ _ 

... II. 
CUli= 15 

II: - 11/ 

~ 
ti 

I 16 
z 
0 

17 
l-
e( 

z 18 

19 

2,0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

145 

there's a story that Connie Mack used to pay him in 

silver dollars you know, give him a lot of silver dollars g 

to load him do-wn and make him feel like he had a lot 

of money. 

(Laughter) 

I NTFRVlE1J1;1ER: Remember 'When he used to 

go chasing fire engines in those days? 

SAM''''CRAWFORD: tlh, yah, he'd go fishing 

or helcl be out on a lot playing 'With the kids, you 

kno\iJ and all that. He really 'W,asn't v:i,QiOllS or any .. 

thing like that 'but he'd disappear, you know, but 

I don't think he 'Was mu.ctx of 8 drinker. He might have 
~ 

bean. 

He pitched one d&y and I never saw him 

for a. wee'k. he'd dlsappe,ar, maybe gone f1,shlng or some-

thing. Pe-ople l:lk$d him, he 'Wag a likeable fellow. 

He used to padI' ice water onble shoulders. We tre always 

kidd:lng h1,m you knc"W, and they'd say, come on L"ou, 

what I s the matter, 'You d'ont seem to have much, wha.t t s \ 

the matter with you? And 'We ' had tbe barrel 'Wit h the 

dipper you Know, and he'd dip the .'ipl'erin the barrel 

and fi 1] i t ~' th ice 'Wat$I' and he'd p:>ur it on hi s arm 

and then he'd go out there and start throwing, he say 

~ 
I III aho'W them -whether I got a'nything or not. 
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2 You don't want to get him mad. you don't 

3 'Want to get hi.m mad, because he pitched like everything 

4 'When he got mad. • I ean remember Tom eay1n~) <!Jon't 

5 get him m.ad 'When I 'm up there, don't get him mad 'When 

6 I'm o~m1ng up. If you didn't say anything to him 
., 

7 he'd just go along 80f'ly you know, but if you got him 

8 mad,. well then' he' d ~eally pi tah. 

9 INTERVIJ!141'R: And you knew Lou Bardell 

10 

11 SAM CFtAW!mRD: Yah. In Grand Rapids, 

12 yah. When the Amerioatl Lea.gue was born he 'Went to 

13 Pltt$burgh, he 'Went to National, he ~ent to Pittsburgb 

14 for Ii w~hl1e and th. en I glSle til 8,1 don' t kn(')~ 'Whet's he went 

1S from there, I guess he wa.s out on theooast here one 

16 

17 tben he came back, I think with Connie. He had a 

18 

19 

2.0 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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